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Does Marriage Matter?

2

he Good News magazine is dedicated to showing solutions
to our problems. No doubt some of our greatest chalengesliein
today’s marriages and families. Almost everywhere you look, the
family isintrouble.

You can tell something is serioudly wrong when the U.S. president
proposes spending $100 million to promote marriage and, as happened
several months ago, is soundly criticized by variousindividuasand
groups declaring that whether people marry is nobody €lse's business.

But does marriage matter? I sit the government’s business—or anyone
else's—whether people marry or whether they stay married?

Several key statisticsreveal why some national leadersthink it's
crucial to promote marriage to successfully battle poverty. Notice these
sobering numbers about the state of marriage and the family in the
United States:

* About half of first marriages, and up to 60 percent of second
marriages, end in divorce.

» Singlewomen asawhole are five times more likely to be poor than
those who are married.

« Children living in single-parent homes are four times aslikely to live
in poverty than thosein two-parent families.

» Compared to those raised in two-parent families, children of single-
parent households are twice aslikely to drop out of school, threetimes
aslikely to have anillegitimate child and far more likely to use drugs
and engage in other antisocid activities.

* Onethird of American children are born out of wedlock.

You'll find many more disturbing numbers elsewhere in this
issue, including some from other countries showing that the family is
rapidly becoming an endangered institution throughout much of the
Western world.

Civilizations, like most other structures, are constructed piece by
piece. Marriageisthe basic building block of the family. Thefamily
isthe building block of the community. The community isthe building
block of the city. The city isthe building block of the state or province.
The gtate or provinceisthe building block of the nation. The nationis
the building block of civilization.

If any of these building blocks are faulty, the entire structure begins
to falter and, if not shored up, will eventualy collapse.

Sadly, asthe atistics cited above show, the cracksthat started
to appear in earnest a generation ago are steadily widening. Crime,
poverty, drug and alcohol abuse, sexua perversion, child abuse and the
like are among the bitter fruitswe're reaping. No community, nation
or civilization can surviveif such problems continue to worsen.

Just what changed in recent decades to bring about such profound
shiftsin attitudes toward marriage and family? One mgjor change has
been the loss of stigma surrounding divorce and illegitimate children.
A generation has been brought up on the idea that absolute good and evil
don't exist and that the only real Sinisto suggest that someoneelseis
living the wrong way and that his actionswill cause harm to himself and
othersin thelong run.

Thusthetraditiona family modeled in classic TV programslike
Father Knows Best and Ozzie and Harriet are out and Sex and the City
and Temptation Idand arein. Movies, TV and music undermine mar-
riage but push promiscuity, assaulting the very foundations of society.

But it doesn't haveto bethat way for you and your family. Be sure
to read the articlesin thisissue to discover the red solutionsto some of
the many problems threatening today’s families.

—Scott Ashley
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Sex and Marriage

We live in a world saturated
with sex. But are we missing
an unrealized dimension
when it comes to sex and
marriage? When and how
did sex originate—and why?

e,

BN Purpose for

SEk an
I'ri

By Noel Hornor

ow would you describe our
age? Sociologists have used
variouslabelsto definethe
mood or mentdity of the
world welivein. For exam-
ple, some say that an “ age of
anxiety” followed World Wer
I1. That erawasfollowed by an “age of melan-
choly.” Morerecently we hear terms such as
the " computer age” or the*information age”

If we define an eraby what people have
most on their minds, the most accurate
description of our timeisthe age of sex. None
of uscan remember atime when sex hasbeen
more openly flaunted with so many people
obvioudy obsessed with the subject.

Sexud awvarenesshasadwaysexisted. It
isnatura inthe human mind. But today it is
incessantly stimulated by sex-saturated news
and entertainment media. Sexua content isnot
only blatantly displayed, but objectsthat have
no sexudity arelabeled as sexy—from cars
to computers and beveragesto body lotions.

Isthisthe way we should treat sexudity?

We'reinakind of sexud wilderness,

4
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lacking right directionsand guidelines. Sadly,
thissituation has cost societies dearly in many
major ways—in financia losses, hedth crises,
marriage and family breskdowns and alack
of sexud fulfillment and happiness.

Few understand the purpose of sex. They
aretold that sex isan evolutionary accident.
Therefore they assume that anything goesas
long asit occurs between consenting adults.
But that approach isnaive. It isan unsub-
stantiated assumption that avoids candidly
addressing the question of where sex and
marriage came from.

The simple and often overlooked answer
isthat God revealsthat He created both sex
and marriage. Hisreasonsfor doing so are
nothing short of wonderful. Ignorance of
God's purpose for sex has brought about
enormous problems.

sexudity. God created the sexes; it wasn't an
evolutionary accident. (If you'd liketo read
proof that God exists and Darwinian evol ution
isbut amodern-day myth, be sureto request
the free booklets Life's Ultimate Question:
Does God Exist? and Creation or Evolution:
Does|t Really Matter What You Believe?)

Next weread: “Then God blessed them,
and God said to them, ‘ Befruitful and multi-
ply; fill the earth and subdueit . . /" (verse
28). The statement that men and women are
to reproduceis part of the blessing that God
pronouncesinthisverse.

Anair of sacredness permeatesthe process
described here. God gave ablessing to the
cregtion of children through aloving sexud
relationship. God sanctified sexual relations
between married men and women, in that
thefirst command He gave Adam and Eve

The first command God gave Adam and Eve was to
begin an intimate sexual relationship and reproduce.

Why did God creste sex and marriage?
Let'sconsder thereasons.

The first purpose

Perhaps the most obvious of God's pur-
posesfor sex and marriageisfor the repro-
duction of the human species. Naticethefirst
statement in the Bible about God's creation of
man: “ So God created man in His own image;
in theimage of God He created him; male
and female He created them?” (Genesis 1:27,
emphasis added throughot).

The statement that God created them male
and femdeisthefirg reference to human

wasto begin an intimate sexua relationship
and reproduce!
God essentially repests Hiscommand in

Genesis 2:24, adding another crucia thought:

“Therefore aman shall leave hisfather and
mother and be joined to hiswife, and they
shall become oneflesh.” In speaking these
words, God formaly created the ingtitutions
of marriage and family. Since God crested
and commanded these relationships, mar-
riage and the family are holy ingtitutions,
not mere creations of human society.

We see here God's obviousintent that
children should be conceived and born into

Sex Is Intended for Pleasure

afamily relationship, afamily consisting
of ahusband and wife.

Historically this has been the norm. But
the last severa decades have produced a
drastic departure from God's pattern. People
have tried to redefine the family in al kinds
of ways.

Make no mistake: God'sWord revedsitis
asarious blunder to profane sex and marriage
inthisway, even as societies are aready expe-
riencing the bitter fruits of peopletryingtodo
thingstheir own way. God'sreasonsfor creat-
ing sex include the purpose of reproduction.
But His specificintent isthat it should occur
within the divineingtitution of marriage.

Part of God's plan

Though God created our sexuaity and
ordained sexual relations between married
men and women to populaethe earth, this
was only thefirgt part of God'sultimate vision
for humanity. God desiresto fill the earth with
human beings who can eventually enter His
own spirit family. The physica human family,
brought about through marriage, isamodel
of God's spirit-composed family of thefuture.

God sent His Soninto theworld so dl
could eventualy have eternd life through
Him.“...Thegift of Godiseternd lifein
Christ Jesusour Lord” (Romans 6:23). His
Word revedlsthat “theLordis. . . not willing
that any should perish but that al should
cometo repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). All men
are appointed to die once (Hebrews 9:27), but
afterward dl who will repent of their sinscan
receive eterna life through aresurrection.

Thosewho are given lifethrough a
resurrection will be the children of God,

loving sexual relationship is one of the benefits of marriage. God approves
of sexual relations between married partners and views the married sexual
relationship as beautiful.

The final verse of Genesis 1 is a summary statement of how God views His creation:
“Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good” (Genesis
1:31). This was shortly after God had created the first two human beings as male and
female (verse 26). God pronounced sexuality, the male and female bodies and sexual
relations as very good. In the account of creation the only thing God said was not good
was for the man to be alone. So God created
awoman to be with him (Genesis 2:18).

Some have wondered why this book about physical love

The Song of Solomon is a joyous account that uses poetic language to romantically
describe the sexual interaction and the endearing words exchanged between devoted
mates and includes a tasteful description of the sex act itself

The old attitude of prudery that surrounded sex—especially in medieval religious
circles—once caused scholars to search for alternate explanations for the purpose of
this book. This has changed. “Only in the 20th cent[ury] has it [the Song of Solomon]
come to be accepted again as a love song celebrating the sensual aspect of human life”
(The International Standard Bible Encyclopediia, 1988, Vol. 4, “Sex," p. 435).

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary
adds: “The Song [of Solomon] is a song in

Though the Englishword sexisnotfound  should be in the Bible. It does not expound religious praise of love for love's sake and for love's

in the Bible, the Bible is prolific with refer-  themes, and it contains no obvious references to God.

ences to sexuality. Some references show
that harmful consequences result from sex's misuse, but many others illustrate that God
created sex to provide exquisite pleasure for married couples.

Notice these words of instruction to a young man: “Drink water from your own
well—share your love only with your wife. Why spill the water of your springs in pub-
lic, having sex with just anyone? You should reserve it for yourselves. Don't share it with
strangers. Let your wife be a fountain of blessing for you. Rejoice in the wife of your
youth . . . Let her breasts satisfy you always. May you always be captivated by her love”
(Proverbs 5:15-19, New Living Translation).

sake alone” (J. Stafford Wright, 1991, Vol.
5, p. 1207).

Some have wondered why this book about physical love should be in the Bible. It
does not expound religious themes, and it contains no obvious references to God. Yet
it is most appropriate to include in the Bible a love story that shows how sexual rela-
tions should be, in view of the fact that “history began with a wedding (Gen 2:18-25)
and will climax with the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:6-10)" (ibid.).

God created sex and marriage. He created both for the purpose of love. The former
should be reserved for and experienced only in the latter. When this happens, sex and
love become the blessing that God intended them to be.

July/August 2002 5
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possessing eternd spirit life, as God is spirit
(John 4:24). Those who now repent, are bap-
tized and recelve God's Spirit (Acts 2:38) are
actually caled children of God at thistime,
though not yet immortal. “ The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are
the children of God” (Romans 8:16, King
JamesVersion).

Hebrews 2:10 tdlsusthat God's ultimate
purposeisto bring “ many sons[and daugh-
ters, 2 Corinthians 6:18] to glory.” This
“glory” will includeimmorta spirit life
as children of God.

God designed human reproduction through
sex asameansto populate the earth. But His
eventua intent isto bring as many of the bil-
lionswho have been born—those who will
repent—into Hisfamily as spiritual children.
Inasense He, too, isreproducing Himself.

Therefore, we can see that reproduction
of human beings has two purposes—to give
physical life now to our posterity and to pro-
videthe potential for many children of God
to receive eternal spirit life.

The human process of reproductionisa
physical type, amodd, if you will, of what
God isdoing on the spiritual level. This
grand design isthe marvel ous purpose

and sexual gppedl in human beings. Thisin
itsdlf isahedlthy trait of the human mind and
istriggered by hormonesthat God designed
the body to produce.

But why? God created this sustained inter-
est in sex asameansfor men and womento
expresslovein marriage.

Thisisone of the great purposesfor sex
that many havefailed to understand. A look
at history revedsthat we're no further dong
in understanding this aspect of God's design
than were many bygone cultures.

Some men in ancient Greece seem to have
viewed marriage with distaste and submitted

toit primarily to have a housekeeper and pro-

duce progeny. Theideaof having deep love
for one'swife seemsto have appeared for-
eign to many Greek men. Demosthenes, the

Greek orator of the fourth century B.C., illus-

trated hisopinion of thelow socia status of

wivesthisway: “Mistresseswe keep for plea-

sure, concubinesfor daily attendance upon
our persons and wivesto bear uslegitimate
children and be our housekeepers’ (quoted
by Morton Hunt, The Natural History of
Love, 1994, p. 25).

Marriage and sex in the Roman Empire
bore many similaritiesto Greece. Money

Some have mistakenly believed that, after Adam and
Eve sinned, purity was removed from marital relations.

God isworking out on earth.

Thisplanissometimesreferred to in the
Bible asthe“mystery” of the Kingdom of
God. Itisamystery because only atiny
minority of humanity presently understands
it, the mgjority being ignorant of what the
Biblerevedson the subject. (You canlearn
much more by requesting our free booklet
What IsYour Destiny?)

Showing love in marriage

Sex inthe human and anima kingdoms
servesthe purpose of reproduction, but in
virtualy al animal speciesreproductionis
the only purpose. In observing the habits of
higher animals, we can see that, except for
those periodsin the femal€'s cycle when she
is susceptibleto fertilization through the sex-
ud act, only avery few speciesof animals
ever engagein sexud intercourse at al.

With human beings, however, sexua inter-
et between men and women isn't restricted
to the woman'sfertility period, either ona
monthly basis or over thelife of the human
being. Typically humans develop astrong
interest in sex beginning at least by puberty
and may, if they remain hedlthy, stay sexualy
activelong after their reproductive years.

God created acontinuing sexua interest

6 The Good News

and power were often motivesfor marriage.
“Roman love asit emerged in the second and
first centuries B.C. involved avariety of pos-
sibleunions, al of them outside of marriage.
Theonly illegal onewas adultery, but up-to-
date Romans favored it above all others,
regarding it much as modern man regards
cheating on hisincome-tax return” (Hunt,
pp. 66-67).

The degeneration of sex and family life
contributed significantly to the declineand
eventud collapse of the empire.

Distorted views of sex and marriage
Some of theleadersin the early centuries

of the Chrigtian religion advocated views that
caused marriage and sex tobe held inlow
regard. Augustine, of the fourth century,
wrote: “| have decided that thereisnothing

| should avoid so much asmarriage. | know
nothing which bringsthe manly mind down
from the heights more than awoman'’s
caresses and that joining of bodieswithout
which one cannot have awifée’ (Christian
History, 2000, Val. 19, Issue 3, p. 36).

Augustine made this comment shortly after
his conversion. Eventually heroseto ahigh
position in the Catholic Church, and it wasn't
long before hisviews and those of others
resulted in marriage and sex being regarded
asaless-honorable state than cdlibacy. The
church cameto erroneoudly teach thet the
sole purpose of sex was reproduction.

But wasthisall that God intended?
Certainly not! God designed themadeand
female bodies to provide pleasurein mar-
riage. Regrettably, one of thetragic results of
distorted religious views stipulating that sex
was given solely for reproduction wasthet it
often caused enormous guilt in married cou-
pleswho engaged in sexud behavior asan
expression of their lovefor each other, as
God intended.

It'slong been acommon practice among
men to manipulate women just to obtain sex-
ud favorsfrom them. Women in turn manipu-
late men so they can get something in return.
Sadly, thispracticeis<till common evenin

| therelationship between some husbands and

wives. When such sdfish attitudes persistina
marriage, at least one and possibly both mates
use sex to get something, even if itisnothing
morethan sensud gratification, rather than to
give and expresslove. Genuinelove, as God
designed it, isan act of giving. Inmarriage

it ischerishing oneg'smate. Itisan eagerness
to please, help and encourage.

Aswe noted earlier, God'sfirst command
recorded in the Bibleisthat man should “be
fruitful and multiply” (Genesis1:28). In Gen-
€55 2:24 we see another command: that, after
leaving the families of their birth and forming
their own family through marriage, they
should “become oneflesh” (verse 24). God's
directivethat they should become oneflesh
means specificaly that they should become
onethrough sexua union, dthough the
expression also has spiritual implications
affecting every aspect of married life.

Next the Bible satesthat “they were both
naked, the man and hiswife, and were not
ashamed” (verse 25). Thisshowsthat the
sexual relationship, as God created it, was
intended as completely pure and wholesome.
In Hebrew, the language of the Old Testar
ment, sexual intercourseis described as
“knowing.” Thisisbecausethereisno more

Woodcut by Gustav Doré
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What Is True Love?

hat Is This Thing Called Love?" is a popular song by the late Cole Porter. Love
is the most popular theme of songwriters and poets. Yet, as the title of
Mr. Porter's song suggests, many—perhaps most—do not know what love really is.

The word has a multitude of meanings and linguistic usages, at least in English.
We may speak of loving a particular food. We might love our job. Or we could love
a particular song or movie.

We frequently use foveto describe relationships between two people. But here again
the meaning can vary widely. The word can refer to a relationship of tender affection or
apply simply to the physical sex act. Using the latter definition, the word can be used
to describe an orgy, and it has been so used. But an orgy is not fovebut fust. Itis indulged
in as a result of an inordinate desire for sensual pleasure, to gratify the self.

The original Greek of the New Testament contains three words translated “love.”
Oneis eros, a love that is romantic or sexual in nature. Erosis different from lust, though,
because the Greek language has other words for lust.

Anather Greek word for love is philia, or the related word philadelphia. These refer
to brotherly love or friendship. Companionship, communication and cooperation are
hallmarks of this kind of love.

The third Greek word translated “love” is agape. This is the word used to describe
God'slove (1 John 4:8), the love He expresses toward mankind. This kind of love is listed
as a fruit—a characteristic product—of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22).

Agape (pronounced a-GAR-pay) is used in the New Testament as an outwardly
focused form of love that includes a willingness to give of oneself, sacrificing for the
benefit of others (see John 3:16-17; 15:13). Itis a way of living that is based on giving,
on concern and care for others, rather than on getting and pleasing the self. Many

/

! Philia: Friendly or brotherly love
Agape: Self-sacrificing love

marriages, particularly the made-in-Hollywood versions, lack agape love. These mar-
riages are largely based on external beauty and physical attraction. They may last a
month or they may last five years, but rarely longer—at least among celebrities.

A good marriage will have all three kinds of love. The husband and wife will expe-
rience romantic or erotic love, they will be good friends, and they will manifest the self-
giving, self-sacrificing love that is the highest of all loves.

Jesus Christ is our model for this kind of love (Ephesians 5:25, 28-29). It involves a
conscious commitment that can enable a married couple to endure and work through
life’s inevitable reversals and hardships. This love is best nurtured by first establishing
a relationship with God that includes obedience to His Commandments—providing
stability in one’s outlook and values.

intimate act than the sexua act, and, by its
nature, it can greatly enhance understanding
of one another'semations and fedlingsand
promote exquisite companionship and unity.

Some have mistakenly believed thet, after
Adam and Eve sinned, purity was removed
from marital relations. Thisisrefuted by
many scriptures supporting marriage, includ-
ing Jesus regffirmation in Matthew 19:4-6
that men and women should marry and
become one flesh.

Sex: designed to express love

That sex isameans of expressing loveis
made plainin Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians.
“Hushands, love your wives, just as Christ
asoloved the church, and gave Himsdlf for
her, . . . that she should be holy and without
blemish. So hushands ought to love their
wivesasther own bodies. . . For thisreason
aman shal leave hisfather and mother and
bejoined to hiswife, and thetwo shall
become oneflesh” (Ephesians 5:25-31).

What does Paul say isthe purpose of mar-
riage and of becoming one flesh through sex?
The purposeislove.

Sex, likeany gift of God, can be misused.
Thetendency among human beingsthrough
the ages has been to succumb to the pull of
sex appetites outside the bounds of marriage.

However, thisisamisuse of the gift of sex
that God clearly labelsassin. Many in society
seeno harmin premarital or extramarital sex.
But the Bible calsthese actionsfornication
and adultery, offenses serious enough to
deserve the death pendlty (Leviticus 20:10;

compare Romans 6:23). The Seventh Com-
mandment (Exodus 20:14) forbids such
behavior, and the Bible states el sawhere that
“fornicators and adulterers God will judge”’
(Hebrews 13:4).

Many are aware that marriage should be
ardationship built on love. One thing many
people do not redizeisthat therelaionship
between ahusband and wife should provide
amirror image of theloving relationship
between Chrigt and His Church. After speak-
ing of aman and hiswife becoming oneflesh
in Ephesians 5:31, Paul sad, “Thisisagreat
mystery, but | speak concerning Christ and
thechurch” (verse32).

Jesus Christ had atotally self-sacrificing
lovefor the Church, alove so deep that He
died for her. Marriageis supposed to bea
picture of thisgreat love. Human marriage
isimperfect, to be sure. Nevertheless Jesus
lovefor the Churchisthekind of loving
relationship marriage isintended to portray.

In the physical redlm aman and woman
become onefleshin marriage. InaChrigian’s
relaionship with Christ, he or she becomes
spiritualy “joined to the Lord [and] isone
spirit with Him” (1 Corinthians 6:17). The
genuinely loving “oneflesh” relationship
of marriage pardlelsthe close* one spirit”
relationship we are to have with Chrigt.

Paul callsthismarveloustruth a“ great
mystery.” Theword for “great” in Greek is
mega. It expresses the magnitude or the pro-
found nature of themystery. Itiscaleda
mystery because so few understand thistruth.

When we comprehend God'sincredibly

high view of marriage asrevedled inthe
Bible, it should inspire usto treasure marriage
asnever before. We should commit ourselves
to continualy improving our marriages, striv-
ing for arelaionship that seeksto emulate—
on the human level—the deep, timelesslove
Chrigt hasfor the Church.

We should also strive to be completely
faithful to our husband or wifein mind and
body. No one should ever become oneflesh
with anyone else but hisor her marriage part-
ner. Thisaone produces awholesomerela
tionship fit to engender and rear hedlthy and
happy children (see Maachi 2:15). Thisalone
produces the kind of marriage and family life
God wants usto experience. GN

Recommended Reading

How can your marriage be
successful? What can you do
to make your marriage work?
Discover many vital biblical
principles in our free booklet
Making Life Work. You'll also
find timeless guidance on
family relationships, dating,
parenting, friendships, finan-
ces, health and your job and
career—all to help your life work better. Also
request your free copy of The Ten Command-
ments, a practical, down-to-earth guide to living
by the basic rules our Creator handed down to us
so we can lead happy, productive and successful
lives. Be sure to request your free copies of both
booklets today.

Making
Life York

1o BB

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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Living Together:
What Aren’t They Telling You?

Millions of people choose to live together outside of marriage, thinking that will bring them
happiness and a stable relationship. The truth, however, is far different.

by Noel Hornor

tusedtobecaledlivinginsin. At one
timeevery U.S. date had lawsagaingt it.
Somebdievethat rising rates of sexualy
transmitted diseases have applied
abraketo the sexud revolution, but
cohabitation—unmarried couplesliving
together—is one trend that has not dowed.
The 2000 censusfiguresfor America
show that “3.8 million households. . . were
classified as unmarried-partner households”
Thisfigureis probably lower than the actual
number of unmarried partner households
because, in an interview, some couples
“may describe themsel ves as roommates,
housemates, or friends not related to each

Wallergtein: “What canwe dowhen. . . the
most common living arrangement nowaday's
isahousehold of unmarried people with no
children? These numbers are terrifying. But
likeall massive socid change, what's happen-
ing is affecting usin waysthat we have yet

to understand” (The Unexpected Legacy

of Divorce, 2000, pp. 295-296).

Widespread practice

Living together while unmarried is trendy
in other Western nationstoo. “In Sweden . . .
nearly al couples cohabit before marrying
...and about haf of all births occur to cohab-
iting, unmarried women” (Andrew Cherlin,

A distinct advantage to marriage over cohabitation is the
higher degree of emotional commitment in marriage.

other” (America’s Familiesand Living
Arrangements, June 2000).

U.S News & World Report noted thet “in
America. . . cohabiting couplesmake up . . .
about 7 percent of thetotd” of couplesliving
together (March 13, 2000). Thiswas aseven-
fold increase from 1970, during the heart of
the sexua revolution (Information Please
Almanac, 1997, p. 434).

Although living together without the bene-
fit of matrimony carriesvirtualy no socia
stigma, some still worry about it. Says psy-
chologist and divorce researcher Judith

8 The Good News

F|

Public And Private Families; An Introduction,
1996, p. 245).

“...Unmarried couples. . . make up about
30 percent of couples sharing househol ds’
in Sweden (U.S News & World Report).
“France is somewhere between the extremes
of the United States and Sweden” (Cherlin,
p. 245). And “in Britain . . . three-quarters
of al couplesnow livetogether before they
marry” (The Economigt, Feb. 14, 1998).

The reason given by many coupleswho
cohabit isthat they believe they will increase
the chances of success when they eventually

marry. However, research has shown that
thisideaisafalacy. “Although most theories
of marital choice predict that cohabitation
would increase the stability of later marriages
for those couples who marry, evidence to
date suggests the opposite; coupleswho
cohabit before marriage seemto end their
marriagesat significantly higher ratesthan
coupleswho never lived together before the
wedding” (Demography, August 1995,

p. 438, emphasis added).

Some studies put the divorce rate a 50 per-
cent higher for coupleswho cohabit; others
put it as high as 80 percent.

Onefactor that seemsto be different
among American cohabitants and Europeans
isthat alarger proportion of thelatter eventu-
aly marry. In Americaroughly 40 percent of
cohabiting couples break up before marriage.
Many couples apparently movein together
intending to marry later. “One study revesaled
that 70 percent of women moved inwith
aman with marriage on their minds’ (Ben
Young and Dr. Samuel Adams, The 10
Commandments of Dating, 1999, p. 110).

Taking the romance out of it

We shouldn’t be surprised, however, that
American men arelesslikely to have mar-
riage on their mindswhen they set up house-
keeping than do women. Many men simply
choosethis option for the availahility of easy
eX. Inanationa sex survey of married cou-
plesand unmarrieds living together, “men
who were cohabiting scored lower on com-
mitment than anyone e sein the survey”
(LindaWaite and Maggie Gallagher,

The Casefor Marriage, 2000, p. 85).

Many of those who chooseto live
together before marriage show they are
reluctant to commit to arelationship and
want to keep their options open. Apparently
they vaue their autonomy and individuality.
However, these temporary living arrange-
ments subject any children involved to
an ungtable homelife. “Over aquarter of
unmarried mothers are cohabiting at the time
of their children’s birth, and many other
cohabiting families have children from other

© 2002 PhotoDisc, Inc.



unions’ (Waite and Gallagher, p. 38).

Some believe—erroneoudy—that children
dowell aslong asthey liveinahomein
which thereisamale and female, whether
married or not. But the evidence doesn’t sup-
port this. “Children living with cohabiting
partnersand in stepfamilies generaly doless
wel| than those living with both married bio-
logical parents’ (The American Prospect,
April 8,2002).

Some people are seria cohabitants, living
with severd partnersin succession. Their
living patterns magnify the risk inherent
with the cohabitation lifestyle. The children
involved must adjust to aprogression of adult
partnerswhom their parents select. Therisk
of spreading deadly sexudly transmitted
diseasesisaso higher among this group.

In spite of these troubling facts and figures,
many American singles still seemto believe
that amarital test driveisthe preferred choice
before committing to marriage. An NBC poll
found that “66 percent of young people ages
18t0 32 believe that you should firgt live
together before you get married” (Young
and Adams, pp. 104-105).

Young people who entertain romantic
notions about cohabiting should think twice.
Compared to married couples, thereis“more
cheating by both partners[aswell as| more
domestic violence and a higher incidence
of depression” among those who sSmply live
together (U.S News & World Report).

How bad isthe sexual unfaithfulness
among those in cohabiting relationships?
“The Nationa Sex Survey found that
cohabiting men were about four timesas
likely as husbandsto report infidelity in the
past year. Women were more faithful in gen-
erd, but till cohabiting women were eight
times more likely than wivesto chest on
their partners’ (Waite and Galagher,
pp. 92-93, emphasis added).

A digtinct advantage to marriage over
cohabitation isthe higher degree of emotional
commitment in marriage. Popular media often
present the view that sex outside of marriage
ismuch more exciting and thrilling than mar-
ried sex. But the oppositeistrue. Research
showsthat, because married couples are gen-
erally more committed to each, they enjoy
ahigher level of sexua satisfaction.

“Emotiona commitment improvesone's
s life. . . For example, sex with someone
you loveliterally doublesyour sexua plea
sure: You get satisfaction not only from your
own sexual response but from your partner’s
aswell. Emotiona commitment to a partner
makes satisfying him or her important in
and of itsdlf.

“Demanding aloving relationship before
having sex, using sex to expresslove, and

griving to meet the sexua needs of one's
partner al increase satisfaction with sex. Love
and aconcernfor ong's partner shiftsthe
focus away from the self in asexua relation-
ship and toward the other person. Thissdlf-
less approach to sex, paradoxicaly, isfar more

likely to bring sexud stifactionfobothmen WLL Lt

and women” (Waite and Gallagher, p. 89).

Devaluing marriage

Part of the boom in cohabitation ratesis
fueled by agrowing bias againgt marriage.
Various authorities speak of marriage asan
ingtitution thet robsindividuals of freedom,
describing it as an oppressive state, especidly
to women. A college textbook even clamed
that “ marriage has an adverse effect on
women's mentd hedth” (Waite and
Gallagher, p. 2).

Asaresult, in some quarterssimply using
theword marriageispassé. “A strange
embarrassment or reluctanceto use theword
marriageisvisibleal over the Western world.
The Marriage Guidance Council of Augtraia
recently changed its nameto Relationships
Austrdia; Britain's Marriage Guidance Coun-
cil metamorphosed into Relate” (Waite and
Gallagher, p. 8).

That whichis presented asaright—the
freedom to have sex outside of marriage
whenever wewant, however wewant, with
whomever or whatever we want—is a perver-
sion of our Creator'sintention for humanity
and aplungeinto moral degradation. Regret-
tably, the concept of sex as something specia
to be saved for marriage haslargely become
outdated for many singles.

“Carelesdy, thoughtlesdly, casually, sex—
in the short space of asingle generation—
went from being the culminating act of com-
mitted love to being a precondition, atryout,
for future emotiona involvement” (Danielle
Crittenden, What Our Mothers Didn't Tell Us:
Why Happiness Eludes the Modern Woman,
2000, p. 30).

Sex outside of marriageisasin against
God. “. .. A man shal leave hisfather and
mother and bejoined to hiswife, and they
shdl become oneflesh” (Genesis2:24). God
said aman should be joined to hiswife, not
smply another person or alive-in lover (Exo-
dus 20:14). But human beings refuse to admit
thet the very Crestor of male and female sexu-
ality knowswhat’s best for us. ItisHewho
created theingtitution of marriage to develop
amorally and socialy sound relationship.

Cohabitation represents athrest to societa
dtability. History demonstratesthat marriage
and family arethe building blocks of strong
societies. Thosewho ignore the lesson of his-
tory place their happiness—and their nation’s
future—in peril. Gn

Who's Behind

The Good News?

Who’s behind The Good News maga-
zine? Many readers have wondered who
we are and how we are able to provide The
Good News free to all who request it. Simply
put, The Good News is provided by
people—people from all walks of life, from
all over the world.

But those people have a common goal:
To proclaim the gospel of the coming
Kingdom of God to all the world as
a witness and to teach all nations
to observe what Christ commanded
(Matthew 24:14; 28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming the same
message Jesus Christ brought: the wonderful
good news of the coming Kingdom of God
(Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:43, 8:1).
That message truly is good news—the answer to
all mankind'’s problems. Through the pages of
The Good News and various booklets (also
free) we show the biblical answers to the dilem-
mas that have defied human solution and
threaten the very survival of humankind.

We are committed to taking that message to
the entire world, sharing the truth of God's pur-
pose and plan for us as taught by Jesus Christ.

The United Church of God has congregations
and ministers around the world. In these con-
gregations believers assemble to be instructed
from the Scriptures and to fellowship. For loca-
tions and times of services in your area, write
or call us at the appropriate address on page 2.
Visitors are always welcome.

For additional information, visit our Web site
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Sex Outside of Marriage:
What'’s the Big Deal?

The sexual revolution of the ‘60s encouraged us to liberate our-
selves from old sexual taboos. Millions did. What have we learned?

by Noel Hornor

f dl the gifts God has given
mankind, one of the most beau-
tiful and meaningful isthe gift
of sexudlity. Yet it'salso one

of the most abused.

Sex playsavitd partin God's
plan for human beings. Thefirst command
recorded in the Bible that God gave to Adam
and Evewasto have sexud relations (Genesis
1:28). He essentially repested the command
in Genesis 2:24-25; “Therefore aman shall
leave hisfather and mother and bejoined
to hiswife, and they shall become oneflesh.
And they were both naked, the man and his
wife, and were not ashamed.”

One aspect that should leap out at us
from verse 24 isthat God created sex for
marriage. But the 20th century brought dra-
matic changesin attitudes toward what is
considered to be proper sexual behavior.

The sexua revolution of the’ 60s resulted
in adradtic relaxation of sexua moresand—
alded by easy availability of birth-control

for girlsand women.

pills—cresated the notion that freewhedling
sex hed practicaly no consequences. Theidea
of sex with no repercussions|led to dogans
suchas“If it fedsgood, doit!”

Advocates of sexual freedom said that,
since sex isenjoyable, we should shed our
inhibitionsand jump in. What they didn't say,
however, isthat sex is never consequence-
free, and sex outside of marriageis heavily
laden with negtive repercussions, especidly

Theaudible furor that accompanied the
sexud experimentation of the’60sisno
longer asloud, but the revol ution was success-
ful in that to aconsiderable extent the extreme
behaviors of that time are now commonplace.

The results have been monumental—and
devastating in many countries. Asformer
Harvard University professor Ritirim Sorokin
observed about changesin sexua standards:
“Any cons derable change in marriage behav-
ior, any increasein sexua promiscuity, and
illicit relations, is pregnant with momentous

consequences. A sex revolution drastically
affectsthelivesof millions, degply disturbs
the community, and decisively influences
thefuture of society” (The American Sex
Revolution, 1956, p. 7).

The sexud revolution wasnot just an
American phenomenon. Europe experienced
itsown upheaval. Infact, much of the world
joined in throwing off sexua restraint. Why
aremillions of Africansinfected with the
AIDSvirus?*“ The sexud revolution of the
1960s and 1970sin the West spread globally
and penetrated Africa. . . We know of many
caseswhere young people, children redly, are
aready sexudly active’ (Chrigtianity Today,
Feb. 7, 2000).

The shocking numbers

Thelevel of premarital sexud activity in
Western nationsis extraordinary. Establish-
ing exact data can be elusive, but one report
datesthat the “median age of first intercourse
for American boys[ig] 15.5” and “for Ameri-
cangirls[itig 16” (S.I. McMillen, M.D., and
David Stern, M.D., None of These Diseases,
2000, p. 141).

Circumstances are smilar in Britain, where
“the average age for both sexesto losether
virginity is16” (The Observer, Dec. 2, 2001).

Premarital sexual activity among French
girlsisaso extremely high. “Wheressit
used to be the case that for 50 per cent of
French women their first sexual partner
would be the man they would marry, by
the 1990sit was only true for 10 per cent”
(Angus McLaren, Twentieth-Century

Divorce’s Devastating Impact on Children

hildren of divorce often experience the same hardships suffered by children born

out of wedlock. Because divorce typically slashes the mother's financial resources,
“mothers and children in families that were not poor before separation suffered an
average decline in income after divorce of 50 percent” (Barbara Dafoe Whitehead, The
Divorce Culture, 1996, p. 93).

The consequences of divorce on children are far-reaching. One detailed study found
that, “five years after the divorce, more than a third of the children were experiencing
moderate or severe depression. At ten years a significant number of the now-grown
young men and women appeared to be troubled, drifting, and underachieving. At the
fifteen-year mark, many of the thirtyish adults were struggling to establish secure love
relationships of their own . . . Cruelly, the experience of parental divorce damaged many
young adults" ability to forge strong attachments of their own, in both their work and
their family lives” (Whitehead, p. 99).

A 25-year landmark study of 131 children of divorce demonstrated some alarming
facts. “Adolescence begins early in divorced homes and, compared with that of the
youngsters raised in intact families, is more likely to include more early sexual experi-
ences for girls and higher alcohol and drug use for girls and boys” (Judith Wallerstein,
The Unexpected Legacy of Divorce, 2000, p. 299).

The study also found that “one in four of the children in this study started using
drugs and alcohol before their fourteenth birthdays” (p. 188). Cohabitation rates
were high among the group. Several of the single young women felt that simply
moving in with a man “was safer than marriage because escape was easier if they
needed to get out or if the man left” (p. 289). Their reasons boiled down to a distrust
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of men that resulted when their parents divorced.

Many children of divorce rush into cohabitation or early marriage in young adult-
hood. “Being alone raises memories of lonely years in the post divorce family and feels
like the abandonment they dread. They're trapped between the wish for love and the
fear of loss. This amalgam of fear and loneliness can lead to multiple affairs, hasty mar-
riages, early divorce, and—if no lessons are gleaned from it all—a second and third
round of the same” (pp. 31-32).

The results of the study indicate that, when marriages end in divorce, often the chil-
dren experience difficulty in relationships, including an increased likelihood of divorce
and promiscuous sex.

Not as well publicized is the much-higher rate of delinquent behavior among chil-
dren of single-parent or otherwise divorced households. For example, “a study of Stan-
ford University's Center for the Study of Youth Development in 1985 indicated that chil-
dren in single-parent families headed by a mother have higher arrest rates, more
disciplinary problems in school, and a greater tendency to smoke and run away from
home than do their peers who live with both natural parents—no matter what their
income, race, or ethnicity” (Daniel Amneus, The Garbage Generation, 1990, p. 215).

A far more extensive study of Bureau of Justice statistics of 25,000 jailed juveniles
found that “72 percent of them came from broken homes” and “a child growing up
in a single-parent home (usually female-headed) is seven times as likely to be
a delinquent” (Amneus, p. 179).

In light of these debilitating consequences, we shouldn't be surprised when God
thunders that He “hates divorce” (Malachi 2:16).



Eyewire

Sexuality: AHistory, 1999, p. 212).

Although these figures are bad enough,
even more shocking isthe rampant promis-
Ccuity among so many. For example, anong
Britain's 16- to 24-year-olds, “19.7 percent of
men and 14.6 percent of women have aready
had 10 or more partners’ (The Guardian,
Nov. 30, 2001).

The telling consequences

The consequences of premarital sexua
involvement are damaging on many levels.
On an emotiond level they oftenincludea
profound sense of guilt, shame and regret.

During the’60s and ' 70s many young peo-
plewere*liberated” to believe that one-night
standswere not only acceptable but desirable.
Thisdogmawas badly flawed. Wendy Shalit
describes how such an encounter can affect

many ayoung woman: “A young girl spends

‘therest of the night crying and bleeding’

after sheloses her virginity to aguy she barely

knew” (A Returnto Modesty: Discovering
the Lost Virtue, 1999, p. 57).

Inrecent yearsanew term, “hooking up,’
has sprouted on American college campuses
for what used to be called “ quickie” sexud
interaction. A hookup may involve arange
of intimate activitiesfrom kissing to forms
of sex and usudly involvesadcohal. It issex
without commitment or emotiond involve-
ment, usualy between people who know
littleif anything about each other and expect

before we get married so we can know if we

are sexually compatible.”
None of theserationalizationsisredigtic.

It'simportant for young women to redize that

their motivesfor having sex are often quite
different from those of aman. WWomen often
consider that intercourse will solidify arela-

tionship with their partner, but to ayoung man

it often represents something different—a
coming of ageor, in too many cases, smply
another conquest. Maes are congtructed dif-

ferently emotionaly and psychologicaly and

often pursue sex purely for pleasure’s sake,
with no thought to arelationship.

When awoman hasacasual sexud rela
tionship, later shewill often regret it, espe-
cialy when hopesfor an enduring relation-
ship aredashed. Her male partner may fed

Advocates of sexual freedom said that, since sex is enjoy-
able, we should shed our inhibitions and jump in. What
they didn’t say, however, is that sex outside of marriage
is heavily laden with negative repercussions.

nothing more from each other than the
gratification of that lone encounter.
According to asurvey by the Institute
for American Values, “40 percent of college
women have hooked up &t least once, and
10 percent more than six times” (Christian
Century, Aug. 15, 2001). The empty ritua
leaves many young women feeling used,
disillusioned and burdened with emotional
confusion.

Different motivations for sex

Whether the setting isa one-night stand
or sex within arelationship, the pressure on
young women to engageinillicit sex rela-
tionsisintense. Premarital sexud involve-
ment is perhaps most apt to occur when a
couple begins dating steadily. Couples use
variousrationaesto justify sex, such as
“It'sokay if you'reinlove” “Everybody's
doingit” or “We need to dleep together

likeavictor, but she often fedslikeavictim.

And indeed sheis. If agirl dates someone
whom shethinksis“theone,” she usudly
does not enhance her chances of maintaining
arelationship by giving in sexualy.

Often, after he has had hisway, he will
smply discard her. Such an action demon-
stratesthat he was not the one efter all. If a
man jilts awoman because she will not sur-
render sexualy, sheisnot losing much. Such
men are interested in using awoman’s body
for their own gratification rather than being
interested in her asaperson or pursuing
alifelong relationship.

Girlswho take astand and refuse to con-
sent to sexud relations before marriage are
wise. When they surrender their bodiesin
premarital sex, they lose aprecious part of
themselves that they can never regain.

By holding fast to her virginity, agirl will,
inthelong run, win the respect of many

Ilicit Sex:
The Threat to Children

he major consequences of sex before marriage

include the problems of disease, premarital preg-
nancies, single mothers and fatherless children. Since
1960 in the United States, “out of wedlock births
have skyrocketed 511 percent, and the percentage of
single-parent families has more than tripled” (Human
Life Review, Spring-Summer 2000).

In Europe “the proportion of French babies born
out of wedlock rose from 3 percentin 1975 to 33 per-
centin 1996. In England and Wales 28 percent of all
births in 1990 were extramarital” (Angus McLaren,
Twentieth-Century Sexuality: A History, 1999, p. 213).

Life is much more difficult for teen mothers who
have babies. The fathers of those infants are generally
not in the picture, having abandoned the girl or pro-
viding little or no help. “Having a baby outside mar-
riage makes getting married later much more difficult
and much less likely. Having a baby before finishing
high school makes parenthood and education a big-
ger challenge” (Linda Waite and Maggie Gallagher,
The Case for Marriage, 2000, pp. 199-200). One
result is that single mothers and their children are far
more likely to live in poverty.

When teenage boys (and young men, as is often
the case) take advantage of teenage girls and the girls
become pregnant, bitter seeds are sown at an imma-
ture age. The girls are then forced to deal with preg-
nancy, devastating emotional consequences and
often abandonment before they have even begun to
experience some of the best life has to offer. Their own
children are in turn at greater risk for out-of-wedlock
pregnancies. One reason for this is that they, too,
typically begin having sex at a much earlier age.

Also disturbing is a study of the female prison pop-
ulation in the United States that found that “more
than half are single mothers living on welfare” (Daniel
Amneus, The Garbage Generation, 1990, p. 224).

Children born out of wedlock are also at greater
risk for abuse. The U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services reported that “children of single par-
ents had a 77 percent greater risk of being harmed
by physical abuse, an 87 percent greater risk of being
harmed by physical neglect, and an 80 percent
greater risk of serious injury from harm or neglect than
children living with both parents.”

For children of unwed mothers, live-in boyfriends
and other sexual partners can prove deadly. The Her-
itage Foundation recently reported that, of the 2,000
children killed each year, more than a fourth are
victims of live-in boyfriends. Many, however, are
not killed outright. Each year thousands more suffer
life-changing, crippling injuries.

Again, many of the most heinous incidents occur
at the hands of a mother’s boyfriend in what has
come to be known as shaken-baby syndrome. This is
a term used to describe the injuries that result from
the violent shaking of a child or infant, often resulting
in brain injuries from the baby's head being jerked and
snapped back and forth. The damage inflicted can
range from relatively minor injuries to mental retar-
dation, coma and death. An estimated 20 percent
of such injuries are inflicted by live-in boyfriends.
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males. Asauniversity sudent explained, “. . .
In the real world, the more casua that women
alow their physical relationshipswith mento
become, the lessrespect they earn” (Danidlle
Crittenden, What Our Mothers Didn't Tell Us,
2000, p. 33).

Less-obvious consequences

Though in some respectsagirl who experi-
mentswith premarital or extramarital sex may
suffer more severely than amale who does so,
men are aso damaged by illicit sex. In addi-
tionto their own later feelings of guilt for hav-
ing used young women, they often find it hard
to build and maintain along-term relationship
with one other person.

Any sexud experimentation outside of
marriageisamistake. A manwill never be
the samein the sense tha he has surrendered

apart of himsdlf that he should have reserved
for hisbride. Premarital sex may provide
momentary gratification, but theresultisa
loss of the purity that God intended. Each
conquest robs him of some of the care and
tenderness he should be cultivating for just
theright girl.

Much of the attraction of sex outside of
marriage isbased on itsillicit nature. The atti-
tude that “ stolen water is sweet, and bread
egtenin secret ispleasant” (Proverbs 9:17)
has been around for along time.

Sometimes couplesfind sex to beintense
and gratifying before they marry but after
marriage discover it isnot asexciting to
them. Once they have devalued their respect
for each other through premarital sex before
marriage, rarely can they find the same
attraction and respect shared by couples
who marry without premarital sex.

Many coupleswho have sex before mar-
riagefind that it actualy dampensthefedlings
they have for each other and, asaresult,
dampenstheir long-term sexual enjoyment.
Ther violation of God'slaw in succumbing
to premarital sexud activity removes some of
the beauty and splendor their married sexud
relaions could have had.
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Thereisanother danger in succumbing to
sexual temptation, evenif getting marriedis
your intent. The possibility aways exissthat
you may for some reason decide against mar-
rying this person. When this happens you
have, through sexua involvement, givena
part of yourself to someone other than your
spouse, apart you should have saved for your
future wife or husband.

When two people become“oneflesh” in
asexua relationship (see 1 Corinthians 6:16),
abonding occurs between them. If, after they
become sexually involved, one partner severs
the relationship againgt the wishes of the
other, the separation has awrenching effect,
especidly for thejilted person, whoisleft
feding mentally and emotionaly burned.

Sex counsdlors and schools push contra:
ceptive devices asameans of assuring

marital sex are sin and therefore to be avoided
completely. Why is God so adamant on this
point?To protect us fromthe inevitable harm-
ful consequences. Notice Paul’swarning to
Chrigtiansin the sex-saturated city of Corinth:
“Run away from sexua sin! No other sin so
clearly affectsthe body asthis one does. For
sexud immorality isasin againg your own
body” (1 Corinthians 6:18, New Living
Trandation).

God crested sex to be ablessing and benefit
of acommitted marriage. When you cheapen
your body by giving it freely outside of mar-
riage, you treat your body with disrespect.

In the King James and New King James
versions of the Bible, sexud intercoursein
the Old Testament isreferred to as“knowing.”
Sexual relationswithin the context of alov-
ing, committed marriage enable two people

Sex counselors and schools push contraceptive devices
as a means of assuring “safe sex,” but no device can

protect a person’s heart.

“safe sex,” but no device can protect a per-
son'sheart. When the heart is assaullted,
defensive patterns develop that will affect
any future relationship.

Permanent injury

The hazards and negative consequences
of adultery are numerous. Extramarital affairs
aso generdly bring intense fedings of guilt
and shame. When discovered—as affairs
often are—the result is often permanent injury
or destruction of the marriage, with severe
damageto relationships between other family
membersand friends.

Some couples can put their marriages back
together when one mate has had an affair, yet
theinfiddity inflictsawound that is difficult if
not impossibleto heal. The betrayed wife or
husband will likely never feel completely
secure again. The qudity of the marriage will
suffer because trust has been violated. Even
if thewound can hedl, the scarsremain.

Divorce proceedings arerarely cordial, but
those that occur because of marital infidelity
areamong the most hogtile. When sexud
betrayd from one whose love was expected
tolast for life occurs, it creates bitternessand
resentment that may never hedl.

When children areinvolved, thetwo
parties lives generally remain interlocked
because of viditation rights. In such cases
thereis no escaping the continuing hard fed-
ings. When children sense the tensionsand
animosities, they are often emotionally
scarred asaresult (see Divorce' s Devastating
Impact on Children,” page 10).

The Bible statesthat premarital and extra-

to know each other in the most intimate and
persona way.

Loving sex inthis context isdeeply satisfy-
ing and creates aunifying of two lives. Itis
much more than smply the coupling of two
bodies. The couple becomes one flesh as God
intended (Genesis 2:24). The International
Sandard Bible Encyclopedia describesthis
kind of knowledge as*“not just cognitive, but
aways experientia and deeply persond; and
sexud intercourseis never just physiologicdl,
but alwaysinvolves mystery and touchesthe
whole person” (1988, Vol. 4, “ Sex,” p. 433).

Itispartidly the mystery about the oppo-
Ste sex that makes relating to one another so
gpecia. That mystery is destroyed and lost
forever when human beings hook up as casu-
aly asmany species of animals do. Our sexu-
ality isagift God gave us. It isso specia that
it should be protected and saved for marriage
asGod intended. G

Recommended Reading

What are the reasons behind
God's laws about premarital
and extramarital sex? Does
our Creator simply not want
us to have fun, or is there
something deeper, something
life-transforming, about His
laws and instructions? You
need to read our free booklets
The Ten Commandments and
Making Life Work. Both are yours for the asking.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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The Dark Shadow Over lllicit Sex

hose who advocated premarital sex in the ‘60s assured us that premarital sex

was healthy and good for us. Liberated sex was not only pleasurable; it was even
supposed to be beneficial. But now, 40 years later, what is the track record of free-sex
relationships? Besides the fact that promiscuity causes relationship and emotional
difficulties—rather than solving them—the physical results of casual sex have proven
dangerous and destructive. Rates of sexually transmitted diseases have gone through
the roof. What are we doing to ourselves? Consider:

e “Worldwide, estimates hold that there are more than 300 million cases of
STls [sexually transmitted infections] annually” (Johns Hopkins Family Health Book,
1999, p. 861).

e “Heterosexual intercourse is the fastest growing way to catch HIV. Around
the world, over 90 percent of AIDS cases are spread by heterosexual intercourse”
(S.I. McMillen, M.D., and David E. Stern, M.D., None of These Diseases, 2000, p. 111).

® “In America more children lose a parent to AIDS than to motor vehicle accidents”
(McMillen and Stern, p. 115).

o “Worldwide in the next few decades AIDS is expected to kill almost 300 million—
more than the population of the entire United States” (McMillen and Stern, p. 116).

o “Dr. Susan Weller of the University of Texas reviewed every study on condoms and
STDs. Then she concluded in the journal Social Science and Medicine: ‘Results of HIV
transmission studies indicate that condoms may reduce risk of HIV infection by approx-
imately 69 percent. Thus efficacy may be much lower than commonly assumed.” . . .
The world is placing its hope for AIDS prevention in a method that fails about one-third
of the time . .. There's nothing safe about it . . . An article for doctors in Patient Care
admitted the condom’s ‘effectiveness against STDs' is only 30-60 percent™ (McMillen
and Stern, pp. 144-145).

e "An estimated 45 million people in the U.S. are infected with genital herpes, and
1 million new cases occur every year. Sexually transmitted disease rates in the U.S. are
the highest in the developed world . . . One in five sexually active adults may be infected
with genital herpes” (Psychology Today, January-February 2002).

o “Nearly one in five U.S. adolescent females has an undiagnosed infection . . . Chla-
mydia is the most common sexually transmitted disease in the United States, affecting
an estimated 13 percent of women"” (Women'’s Health Weekly, June 28, 2001).

e Chlamydia, which causes pelvic inflammatory disease, is “the most common cur-
able STD and a major cause of infertility in women,” and “ 10 percent of healthy young
men carry silent infections” of the disease (McMillen and Stern, p. 123).

e In the United States “about 30 percent of young adults carry the venereal
wart virus . . . HPV. From 1969 to 1988, annual doctor visits for genital warts
jumped tenfold . .. Today Pap smears from thirteen-year-old girls frequently

show dysplasia—a sign of
HPV infection” (McMillen
and Stem, p. 122).

* Many women infected
with human papillomavirus
(HPV)  develop cervical
cancer. “The disease has
claimed the lives of more
women in the U.S. than has
AIDS” (Women's Health
Weekly, Sept. 6, 2001).

e "Over the past five
years notable rises have
been observed in the United
Kingdom in the incidence of
genital chlamydia infection
(76 percent), gonorrhoea
(55 percent), and infectious
syphilis (54 percent) . . . The
highest rates of sexually
transmitted infections occur among 16-24 year olds” (British Medical Journal,
May 12, 2001).

o |n the U.K., sexually transmitted infections have increased across the board from
624,000 in 1990 to almost 1.25 million in 1999 (The Observer, April 8, 2001).

e “The Children’s Aid Society estimates that one in every four sexually active
American teenagers catches an STD every year” (McMillen and Stern, p. 141).

* Do not be fooled into thinking that you are safe from STD transmission if you use
a condom. “Condoms, long the mainstay of the safe-sex public-health model, do not
protect against the spread of nearly all sexually transmitted diseases . . ." (Women's
Health Weekly, Sept. 6, 2001).

Sometimes the consequences of sex before marriage do not surface until after mar-
riage. For example, a man can be a silent carrier of herpes.When he marries he can pass
the virus on to his new bride. She may be startled, sometimes within days of first hav-
ing intercourse, to find her genital area invaded by unsightly, painful sores. The herpes
virus can also spread to the brain and cause encephalitis. WWhen a woman who has
genital herpes gives birth, the baby can get herpes or suffer brain damage.

The only way to practice safe sex is for both partners to abstain from sex outside of
marriage as God instructs. This provides the only sure shield against STDs.

The Transforming Power of Forgiveness

he religious leaders had caught a woman in the very act of adultery. They brought
her to Jesus, reminding Him that the law stated she deserved to die.

Yet Jesus knew they were also sinners and hard-hearted men who lacked compas-
sion and mercy for others. He also recognized that they were trying to trap Him into
making a mistake so they could condemn and discredit Him. The woman was merely
a tool they were using for this purpose.

Jesus refused to take the bait. He told them that yes, they could stone her to death—
and whoever was innocent among them should throw the first stone. After Jesus said
this, they all slunk away, condemned by their own consciences. He then turned His atten-
tion to the fearful woman. He asked her if anyone were still accusing her, and she said
no. Jesus responded: “Neither do | condemn you; go and sin no more” (John 8:3-11,
emphasis added).

Many who have violated God's laws of sexual conduct have come to see the kind
of damage such sins have brought on themselves and others. They rightfully wonder
what they can do next. Jesus’ words provide clear direction.

This event may have been a life-changing experience for the woman. Here was a
man who was interested in salvaging her life rather than using and abusing her. Essen-
tially, Jesus told her that if she made a clean break from her past sexual sins she would
be completely forgiven.

This is the essence of what the Bible calls repentance—to recognize our sinful ways,

to determine to leave that sinful life and, with God's help, to change, to replace our
greedy, selfish nature with a godly nature focused on obedience to Him.

Some believe that sexual immorality is less forgivable than other sins. This is not true.
God forgives every sin upon repentance. Jesus, as the Son of God, had authority to
tell the woman she could be completely forgiven. As the Son of Man, He provided
compassionate understanding and support.

Upon repentance, we should also strive to forgive ourselves so that guilt regarding
past sexual sins doesn't carry forward in a negative attitude towards God's gift of sex
and jeopardize a happy, joyful, loving intimate relationship in marriage.

Once forgiven, we need to see ourselves as God sees us. Paul wrote to the Corinthi-
ans that “some of you” were formerly “foricators, . . . adulterers, . . . homosexuals,
[and] sodomites,” but they had been washed and sanctified—made holy—through
the forgiveness made possible by Jesus" sacrifice and God's Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:9-
11). Though some physical penalties may have persisted, the spiritual penalty of their
sins was completely removed.

If you have made past mistakes, rest assured that God will clear your record if
you seek Him in heartfelt repentance. He promises us that, “though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18).

To learn more about repentance and overcoming quilt and sin, please request our
free booklet Transforming Your Life: The Process of Conversion.
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World News and Trends

An Overview of Conditions Around the World
By John Ross Schroeder and Melvin Rhodes

Right-wing movement sweeps Europe

he winds of political
T change are blowing

across Europe, including
upheavals in the Netherlands
and France. Dutch rightist and
party leader Pim Fortuyn was assassinated on May
6, not long after his party’s surprising showing at
the Dutch polls. It came second in a country whose
governmental structure usually embraces a coalition
of parties.

In France, extremist party leader Jean-Marie Le
Pen came in second in the French presidential race,
consigning socialist Prime Minister Leon Jospin to
third place and paving the way for his ouster from
government. This left France in a state of shock,
producing a national scare that in turn engendered
the overwhelming victory of incumbent President
Jacques Chirac in the runoff.

These headline-grabbing changes are indicative
of what is taking place a little more quietly in
much of Europe. According to The Economist: “A
pattern may now be emerging across the EU [Euro-
pean Union]. Centre-left and social democratic

governments are losing power to centre-right gov-
ernments. In the past year the left has lost power in
Italy, Denmark, Portugal and now the Netherlands. In
France, the Socialists’ candidate [Leon Jospin] failed
to reach the final round of the presidential election.”

Germany’s Social-Democratic chancellor, Gerhard
Schroder, faces a tough challenge from the farther-
right Edmund Stoiber in September’s elections. Jorg
Haider’s right-wing Freedom Party is gaining ground
in Austria’s ruling coalition. Racially extremist
National Front movements are on the rise in both
Britain and France. Said Claude Allégre, former edu-
cation minister in the socialist Jospin government:
“\\e are witnessing a Europe swinging back towards
the right, and sometimes towards the extreme right.
And France is no different. Why should it be? Pink
Europe is finished.”

The New York Times succinctly sums up the
current situation: “From Spain to Scandinavia, Euro-
pean politics is drifting to the right. As the economy
slows, political parties stressing law and order
and stricter controls on immigration are gaining
ground, and mainstream conservative politicians

are becoming more popular.”

At the heart of the problem is the westward
refugee movement from Eastern Europe. The iron
curtain and Berlin Wall are no more. People pour into
the nations of Western Europe demanding asylum
amid a climate of high unemployment (on the Con-
tinent) and strained social and financial resources.
Often the citizenry resents the sudden presence of
these refugees, however compelling their individual
cases may be.

Margaret Thatcher's observations are instructive
in her new book, Statecraft. " During my lifetime most
of the problems the world has faced have come, in
one fashion or the other, from mainland Europe, and
the solutions from outside it” (2002, p. 320).

From time to time since the era of the Roman
Empire, the European continent has been host to
damaging revolutionary movements that periodically
repeat themselves, devastating the land with pain and
death. The worry is that a European superstate may
lead the next wave. Our free booklet The Book of
Revelation Unveiled shows where these trends fit in
Bible prophecy. (Sources: The New York Times, The
Christian Science Monitor [electronic edition], The
Economist, Statecraft, The Sunday Times [London].)

Outside powers to
occupy Middle East?

Writing in the British Independent newspa-
per, diplomatic correspondent Robert Fisk
commented on the continuing Mideast conflict,
which has contributed to the division between
the United States and the European Union.

Titled “There Is a Solution to This Filthy War—
Foreign Occupation,” Mr. Fisk’s article caIIs for
international action and pre- :
dicts that “in time, we will
close down the Middle East
war. With Russian and EU and
UN support, there will, eventu-
ally, be American and NATO
troops in Jerusalem. There will
be a western protection force
in the West Bank and Gaza—
and in Israel. The Israeli and Palestinian arm|es will
have to return to barracks. Jerusalem will be an
international city.”

Bible prophecy shows that Jerusalem will be
a focus of world conflict immediately before the
return of Jesus Christ. “When you see Jerusalem
surrounded by armies, then know that its deso-
lation has come near . . . Jerusalem will be tram-
pled on by the Gentiles, until the times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:20, 24,
New Revised Standard Version). (Source: The
Independent [London].)
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National malaise
grips France

ASunday Times feature article contained an ele-
ment of surprise. It was the sort of news one is
used to seeing in print about North America and
Britain but rarely mentioned about France. It said in an
on-the-spot report: “France has a sickness that per-
vades its politics and corrupts the bourgeoisie. Deca-
dence now rules in a morally rudderless society.”
The reporter, Matthew Campbell, observes: “Les
Chandelles is the most exclusive boite échangiste, or
wife-swapping club, in Paris. Such places have never
been so well frequented. Talk around polite dinner
tables about which are the best échangiste clubs to

Once pretty much the preserve of the elite, this
sort of behavior has spread to all levels of French
society. Novelist and university professor Michael
Ermin echoes the general thought: “The country is in
the grip of a hedonistic, licentious and frivolous
mood. People are as confused in their intimate lives
as they are in their politics.” (This issue of The Good
News contains a special series of articles showing
the futility of adultery and promiscuity as a way of
life—illicit practices that cause intensive suffering
and seriously mar the marital happiness God
intended for us.)

Not surprisingly, theft is on the increase as well.
As one author put it, “The French crisis over law and
order has already cost the prime minister [Leon
Jospin] his political career.”

“France has a sickness that pervades its politics and corrupts the
bourgeoisie. Decadence now rules in a morally rudderless society.”

frequent is one gauge of how widespread the habit
of collective romping has become.” There are an esti-
mated 50 such clubs in Paris and perhaps 200
throughout the rest of the country.

Jean-Francois Mattei, a professor at the Institute
of Political Studies in Aixen-Province, recently stated:
“There's been a retreat from political life in France in
favour of personal pleasure. It's a decadent society
dedicated to sex and pleasure. We are swimming
in hedonism: nightclubs, wife-swapping, magazines
for men, magazines for women. It's the pursuit
of pleasure all around.”

Causes are not hard to come by. “Sociologists
and criminologists attribute much of the rise of crime
in cities and rural areas to youths who have dropped
out of the education system and are unemployed.
Unlike Britain, where the age profile is more even,
France has more unemployed young.” Young people
with too much leisure time on their hands sometimes
get into trouble with the law. The way out of many
of these social problems is addressed in our free
booklets The Ten Commandments and Making
Life Work. (Sources: The Sunday Times, The Sunday
Times Magazine [both London].)
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Russia becomes
NATO partner

N ot many years ago it would have been
unthinkable, but now it's happened: Russia
has become a NATO partner.

Russia will not have voting rights as a full part-
ner, but a Russian representative will be present
at NATO meetings, thereby all but eliminating the
possibility of a conflict between NATO and its old
enemy, formerly the linchpin of the communist
Soviet Union. One Russian opposition member of
the Duma, interviewed on the BBC World Service,
interpreted this development as America losing
interest in Europe.

After the NATO-Russia deal in Rome, the Rus-
sian president, Vladimir Putin, stayed on for more
discussions with EU leaders to promote closer ties
between the two. The European Union remains
Russia’s biggest trading partner and largest investor.

Although seen as a triumph for the West, the
new security arrangements come at a time of
increasing tension between the United States and
its Western European allies over the war on terror,
Israel, trade issues and other conflicts. (Source:
Associated Press.)

Southern Africa:
Hunger may affect
millions

T he following summary was included in a report
from Maseru, Lesotho, to The Independent on
Sunday: “The World Food Programme is warning that
it may soon have to feed up to 8 million people in
Southern Africa as famine stalks a region wracked by
drought, floods, economic mismanagement and polit-
ical instability.” Malawi, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mozam-
bique, Lesotho and Swaziland are all experiencing a
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cocktail of crises, both natural and man-made. This
includes much of the geography of Southern Africa.

When fact-finding missions report their discover-
ies affecting some six countries, the figure of eight
million may soon double or even triple. Some esti-
mate that at least 20 million people may be at seri-
ous risk from famine, and this may be the worst food
shortage in some 60 years.

Starving children scavenge for berries in drought-
ridden and politically chaotic Zimbabwe. Convoys of
food aid have already been hijacked by pro-Mugabe
thugs and distributed exclusively to their political sup-
porters. In Malawi the average life expectancy is
about 37 years, with a literacy rate of 56 percent. Itis
estimated that “in Malawi alone, at least two million
of its 11 million population will die.”

Truly the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are
already riding high in this area of Africa. However, U.S.
officials are preparing a major response to cope with
this huge food crisis. “What's unfolding in Southern
Africa is very big,” acknowledged one official from a
U.S. agency for international humanitarian assistance.
Thankfully, since God has blessed North America and
the Western world with abundant food resources,
these countries can help other nations in time of
need. (Sources: The Independent on Sunday, The
Sunday Telegraph, The Daily Mirror [all London],
Reuters, USA Today.)

Africa: Four out
of 10 HIV-positive

AIDS continues to claim a devastating toll in south-
ern Africa. Botswana, the world's worst-hit coun-
try, has an HIV infection rate of 38.5 percent. In neigh-
boring poverty-stricken Zambia, dependent on its
copper mines for 90 percent of its income, mining
companies “have to train four people for each skilled
job in the knowledge that three will die.” Other
nations in southern Africa are similarly affected.

Why is this region of the world suffering more
than others?

One reason is its migrant-labor system. Many of
the region's peoples have homes in their ancestral
homeland but spend most of the year living in hostels
near their places of work, leaving their families behind.
Almost all of these workers are men who frequent
prostitutes or have girlfriends, two groups with high
rates of HIV infection. In this region of the world, AIDS

is almost exclusively a heterosexual problem.

“A typical pattern is as follows. One of southern
Mozambique's 40,000 migrants to the Rand (South
Africa’s mining belt) comes home on leave. He may
have been infected by a prostitute (surveys suggest 80
percent of these are HIV-positive) or perhaps by a local
girlin a nearby township with whom he has been hav-
ing a longer-standing affair (60 percent infection rate).
He probably knows about condoms; indeed, they are
generally dished out free at the mine. But with his
township girl he does not use one, nor with his wife.
She then becomes infected. In due course a child is
born who is probably infected at birth or, if not,
through breast-feeding.

“The father is usually the first to die. Then, in
Mozambique and Zambia, the father’s brother will
often step in to help look after the children. He will,
by tradition, take the mother as a second wife. He will
then be infected too. In due course, she will die”

Most poverty-stricken countries have no social-
security system other than the extended family

system. “The social security system is the family, and
this is now in ruins.” In some villages all the people
of reproductive age (15-45) are dead, leaving elderly
grandparents to raise young children, with little or
no support.

Although intensive educational programs warn
people of the dangers from HIV, and condoms are read-
ily available, little progress has been made in dealing
with the problem. Ignorance and superstition add to
the problem, with many placing their faith in traditional
witch doctors or taking a fatalistic approach to the
problem. Others believe that sex with a virgin is a cure,
resulting in babies as young as 3 months being raped.

The Bible shows that the only solution is for sexual
relations to be confined to a couple in a committed het-
erosexual marriage. The Seventh Commandment sums
it up: “You shall not commit adultery” (Exodus 20:14).
Any sexual relationship outside of marriage is a sin.
Simple obedience to God’s laws in this area would
soon stop the spread of AIDS in southern Africa and
everywhere else. (Source: The Economist.)

Nuclear conflict would
derail anti-terror war

C oncerns are growing about the inevitability of a
nuclear conflict between India and Pakistan. In
the 55 years since independence from Britain, the two
countries have fought each other on three occasions.
Now that both have nuclear weapons, another conflict
would have serious international repercussions. At the
very least the coalition partners fighting the war
against al-Qaeda in the mountains of Afghanistan and
Pakistan would have to be withdrawn.

This appears to be the intent of the Islamic funda-
mentalist terrorists who have operated from Pakistan

in neighboring Indian-controlled Kashmir. Their aim is
to stop Western moves against their terror network.
They also seek the overthrow of Pakistan’s military
ruler, President Pervez Musharraf, who has sided with
the United States against Islamic extremists.

The overthrow of Pakistan’s government could also
begin a modern-day version of the domino theory.
Instead of one country after another falling to com-
munism, a ripple affect could begin throughout the
Islamic world, with the fall of governments to the
forces of Islamic fundamentalism. The fall of Pakistan
alone would give fundamentalists control of nuclear
weapons, posing a grave threat to what remains of
the peace and security of the world.

India has three quarters of a million troops massed

on the border with Pakistan, which has only one third
of that number opposing Indian forces. With a popu-
lation much smaller than India’s, Pakistan seems likely
to be the first to use a nuclear weapon. Estimates are
that a limited nuclear exchange would immediately
kil or injure 12 to 19 million people, with millions
more dying within months from the aftereffects.

“Wars and rumors of wars” certainly abound at
this time, but Jesus adds that Christians should not be
alarmed (Matthew 24:6), “for this must take place,
but the end is not yet” (NRSV). Our focus should be
on being spiritually prepared for Christ's return.
“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an unexpected hour” (verse 44, NRSV).
(Source: The Telegraph [London]).
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What Do You Know—
And What Will You Do About It?

While America slept, the nation was caught unprepared for the Sept. 11 attacks on the

World Trade Center and Pentagon. Some have questioned how much advance information
the government had—and whether that could have prevented the attacks. But a larger question
to consider is: What does it take for a people to awaken to the urgency of the times?

by Darris McNeely

t wasinevitablethat, in the aftermath

of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the

United States, many would ask how

such an atrocity could be planned and
carried out without catching the attention
of the CIA or the FBI, America's vaunted
intelligence agencies.

CIA director George Tenet was having
breakfast at a\Washington hotel when he
learned of the attack. Like everyone else, he
was taken by surprise. In spite of the nearly
10 yearsof attacks on American interests
here and abroad, including the 1992 bomb-
ing of the World Trade Center, the country
was caught unawares by the audacity of
men willing to commit suicidefor their
cause while taking thousands of innocent
liveswith them.

That questionswould arise, either trying
to pinthe blame or make politica capita
out of thetragedy, is part of the wartime
scenario. It happened after Pearl Harbor,
the Japanese attack on the Hawaiian mili-
tary basethat led to America's entry into
World War 11.

The May 27 issue of Newsweek, inan
articletitled “What Went Wrong?,” com-
pared the process of gathering and analyz-
ing intelligence to “taking ameta detector
toacity dump.” The amount of information
that comesin each day from around the
world isstaggering. In additiontothe FBI's
and the CIA’s sophisticated operations,
each branch of the armed servicesmain-
tains separate intelligence-gathering opera-
tions. Unlesstheinformation is properly
processed and analyzed, it isworthless.
Analyzing it properly takes acombination
of skill and intuition to connect the dots and
develop aclear picture.

An intelligence breakdown
It appearsthat a counterterrorism expert

The Good News

in the FBI’s Phoenix, Arizona, office made
aconnection last summer regarding the
sgnificant number of young Middle East-
ern men taking coursesin how to fly air-
planes. The long memo describing this
connection, and raising the possibility that
Osamanbin Laden and his a-Qaeda network
had infiltrated American flight schools,

did not attract sufficient attention to ring
aarm bells. It was transmitted to the Wash-
ington FBI headquarters, but wasignored
at higher levels.

Mr. Tenet had issued warnings that
Osama bin Laden was “the most immedi-
ate” threat. Sadly, those were also ignored.
Hiswarnings had been so frequent, and
nothing had happened, that he was not
taken seriously—like the proverbia boy
who cried wolf too often.

The Stratfor Intelligence Service made an
insightful andysisin arecent Internet post-
ing. It observed that “the U.S. intelligence
system is overwhelmingly geared toward
the collection, rather than the analysis, of
information. Theresult isinevitable: ahuge
amount of information is gathered, but it is
never turned into intelligence”

Commenting on the FBI'sfalureto
analyze the memo from the Phoenix field
office, it concluded: “ Some administrator
in the FBI decided that the Phoenix report
was not worth pursuing. The facts are not
inonthis, but it ishighly likely that no one
provided him with any guidance asto what
was significant and what was not, and it
isamost certain that he did not have an
appropriate context for drawing judgments
himself . . . Information collected but not
analyzed isthe same asinformation that
never existed” (Stratfor, “Sept. 11: What
Did Bush Know and When Did He Know
[t?” May 20).

Of course, such matters could be debated

for years. Yet Newsweek put the focus on
theright question when it said: “Atissueis
not whom to blame for the past, but how to
learn from it to safeguard the future”

Warnings to wake up

Again we ask: How much warning does
it take for a people to awaken to the urgency
of the times? Considering the years of
attacks by terrorists on American interests
abroad, the question isvitally important
amid the many recent predictions from offi-
cialsthat another mgjor terrorist attack is
simply ameatter of time.

Although the American government has
reacted with increased security measures a
airports, nuclear plants and major sporting
events, it isleft to theindividua to consider
the right response to the thregt of future
events. From God's perspective the individ-
ual hasthe weighty responsibility to heed
awarning and react.

Jesus Christ used two examples of His
day toillustrate thisimportant point. Notice
the strong message of warning in Luke
13:1-5. The passage begins, “ There were
present at that season some who told Him
[Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices”
Some worshipers at the temple were singled
out by the Roman governor and killed for
No apparent reason.

Christ’sreaction to the event was to make
asobering point: “ Do you suppose that
these Galileans were worse sinnersthan al
other Galileans, because they suffered such
things? tell you, no; but unless you repent
youwill al likewise perish” (emphasis
added throughout).

It wasfruitless to specul ate about
whether some were worse sinners than oth-
ers. He added another well-known tragedy
of that time and drew the same lesson.
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“Or those eighteen on whom the tower in
Siloam fell and killed them, do you think
that they were worse sinnersthan all other
men who dwelt in Jerusalem?| tell you,
no; but unless you repent you will dl
likewise perish.”

He warned that, unlessthey repented,
they would also be subject to asudden and
violent end—"you will al likewise perish.”
Many hear of tragediesand go onto live
out anormal lifeand dieanormal death.
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But many who heard Christ’swords suf-
fered ahorrible fate at the hands of the
Roman legionswho cameto subduethe
Jewish nation several decades later. Those
who heeded Christ’swarning were able
to escape the worst of the devastation

of Jerusalem.

Christ could foresee thetimes the world
was moving into following itsrejection of
Him and His message. Today we are again
living in those “periloustimes’ the apostle
Paul spoke of in 2 Timothy 3. Christ's
words are once again agrave warning
for our generation.

Jesus expected al who heard Him to ook
soberly at such tragedies and make changes
intheir lives. Unlesswe heed thewarning
and repent, He said, we are also subject
to meeting the samekind of pointlessand
futileend.

However, if we arejolted to the stark
reality of godly repentance, come to under-
stand the ultimate god of life and move
toward that purpose with unswerving deter-
mination, then we will have achieved the
highest reelm of understanding in life.

Discerning the times
Christ spoke these words on Hisfinal

journey to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51-53). He
was moving toward the final fulfillment of
the purpose of Hislifeintheflesh: to die
for the sins of every member of the human
race. Hisfacewas " set” for thejourney,
and Histeaching reflected ano-nonsense
approach to the business at hand.

Earlier He had admonished: “Let your
waist be girded and your lamps burning;
and you yourselves be like men who wait
for their master, when he will return from
the wedding, that when he comes and
knocks they may open to him immediately.
Blessed are those servants whom the mas-
ter, when he comes, will find watching”
(Luke 12:35-37).

Watching and discerning the times make
up but one part of the equation. We must then
act on the knowledge we gain and move with
understanding to avoid atime of trouble or
the consequences of wrong decisions.

Christ scolded those who seemed to
understand they were living in troubled
times but could not or would not take the
right action to avoid trouble. “Then He aso
said to the multitudes, ‘ Whenever you see
acloud rising out of the west, immediately
you say, “A shower iscoming”; and so it
is. And when you see the south wind blow,
you say, “ Therewill be hot weather”; and
thereis. Hypocrites! You can discern the
face of the sky and of the earth, but how
isit you do not discern thistime?'”

(verses 54-56).

God ismerciful inthat He providesa
warning for people to change and escape
from impending trouble. Heis aso per-
fectly patient, giving ustimeto let the mes-
sage sink in and move usto change. God
iswilling to wait many seasons before we
wake up and see the need to do something
about our lives. But therewill ultimately be
atime of judgment, both on the world and
ontheindividual.

Christ added a parable to make this point:
“A certain man had afig tree planted in his
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it
and found none. Then he said to the keeper
of hisvineyard, ‘Look, for three years|
have come seeking fruit on thisfig tree and
find none. Cut it down; why doesit use up
the ground?

“But he answered and said to him, * Sir,
let it lonethisyear also, until | dig around
it and fertilizeit. And if it bearsfruit, well.
But if not, after that you can cut it down’™
(Luke 13:6-9).

God'swords of warning act likea
two-edged sword, opening our mindsto

understand the real issues of life. These
arelaid bare—leaving uswith a choice
to repent and live righteously before our
Creator or to continue stumbling blindly
forward toward an abyss.

The message of Ezekiel

The Bible showsthat God's pattern has
been to send a message of warning before
atime of judgment. Heis patient and merci-
ful in Hisdesire and effort to save humanity
from suffering the consequences of sin.
Ezekidl’s picture of awatchman onthe
walsof Isragl urging his countrymen to
see the sword coming upon theland is
apowerful scenefrom Israel’s history.

Ezekiel 33 clearly showsthe dua respon-
sihility of the watchman and those heis
warning—the citizens of the nation. “When
he [the watchman] sees the sword coming
upon theland, if he blows the trumpet and
warns the people, then whoever hearsthe
sound of the trumpet and does not take
warning, if the sword comes and takes him
away, his[the citizen's] blood shall beon
hisown head” (verses 3-4). However, if the
watchman failsto do hisjob, then he will
bear a severejudgment for failingin his
duty (verse6).

God makes clear the individual’s respon-
sibility to repent, to act on the knowledge
of coming trouble. God shows that judg-
ment and trial followsin the wake of sin
and iniquity. Thisisahard concept for the
modern mind to grasp. We have been con-
ditioned to ignore the true cause of our
world’s problems, which isthe violation of
the fundamental relationship with our Cre-
ator. Until that link isrealized, we are des-
tined to suffer tragic consequences greater
than any in the past.

Continued on page 27
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America’s Child Sacrifice

Child sacrifice is horrifying to even contemplate. Yet it
remains with us, practiced millions of times every year.

by Melvin Rhodes

the picture remains avivid memory
in my mind.

A policeman stands outside a courtroom
holding in hisleft hand the head of a
6-year-old boy, decapitated in aritualistic
child sacrifice.

The gruesome murder took place in West
Africa. The perpetrators of this heinous act,
including at least one close relative of the
boy, were caught, tried and executed within
afew weeks. But the redlity of child sacrifice
continuesto this day.

Child sacrifice—to most peoplein West-
€rn nations—conjures up vague memories
of school classes on ancient history. Of
coursewe al know it took place once upon a
time, but surely not now, not in our civilized,
contemporary world.

In biblical times, yes, children were mur-
dered in thisway—and the God of the Bible
strongly condemned the practice. In 2 Kings
3:26-27 we read that, “when the king of
Moab saw that the battle wastoo fierce for
him, . . . hetook hiseldest son who would
havereigned in his place, and offered him
asaburnt offering uponthewall . . "

In Jeremiah 7:30-31 we read of God's
condemnation of child sacrifice: “* For the
children of Judah have done evil in My
sight,’ saystheLorp. ‘. . . They have built
the high places. . . to burn their sonsand
their daughtersin thefire, which | did not
command, nor did it comeinto My heart.’”

It's not a pleasant subject to think abot.
But theredlity isthat child sacrificeis
gtill around—and far more common than
you think.

n [though almost 14 years have passed,

Child sacrifice continues

Children can, of course, be sacrificed in
many ways. Another West African nation,
SierraLeone, was recently wracked by a
vicious civil war in which tens of thousands
of the soldierswere children, teensand pre-
teens. One of the methods soldiers used to
intimidate the opposing side wasto cut off
their limbs. The result is thousands of chil-
dren with missing hands, arms and legs.

West Africais not the only part of the
world that presses children into warfare.

Palestinian terroriststrain young men
and women, some of them teenagers, to
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be suicide bombers, then send theminto
Israel to blow up Jewish children. Idamic-
fundamentalist terrorists have no quams
about murdering children. To them, their
goal judtifiesthe means.

Two months after the decapitation men-
tioned above, Libyan terrorists blew up
aPan Am airliner over the Scottish town
of Lockerbie, killing 270 people, including
severd children. A picturein one of the
newsmagazines showed ayoung girl who
had died on the plane. Someone who had
met her at the airport before the fatal flight
left flowersfor her, accompanied by the
smpleinscription: “Littlegirl, you didn’t
deservethis”

At the time of that bombing, my wife
and | wereliving in West Africain acountry
that wasfriendly with Libya. My wife had
returned home to Detroit on Pan Amvia
London the same day asthe L ockerbie atroc-
ity, the downed plane also en route to Detroit
viaNew York from England’s capitd city.
Herswas an earlier direct flight from the
United Kingdom. Friends had been calling
to seeif she had been a passenger onthe
fatal flight. I'm grateful to say shewasn't,
but she could just as easily have chosen
that flight as the other one.

| remember expressing my horror at this
appalling terrorist act, voicing my contempt
for theinhumanity of anyone who could
50 easily blow up hundreds of blameless
people, including innocent children.

But one person’s response shocked me—
and reverberatesto thisday: “You Americans
make such afuss about theloss of afew
children killed by terrorists. Yet you murder
millions of your own children every year.”

Hewastaking about America's child
sacrifice: abortion.

Children not valued

Of course, abortionisnot just America's
plague. Every Western nation alows abor-
tion. The former communist countries of
Eastern Europe encouraged it to such an
extent that women in the Soviet Union were
reported to have had around seven abortions
for every child that survived to birth.

Russiapaid aheavy pricefor that devas-
tating policy. Eventualy the Russian pop-
ulation dropped so low that the Russians

themselves could not maintain control over
other areas of the Soviet Union that began
to outnumber them.

Something similar is happening inthe
West, where the birthrate is so low that
millions of people from other nations have
to beimported each year to keep Western
economies from going under, and agrowing
elderly population must be financially sup-
ported by proportionately fewer and fewer
younger workers.

In spite of the occasional barbaric child
sacrifice and gruesome warsinvolving child
soldiers, peoplesin most poorer countries
generally value their children far more than
many in the West. One reason for thisis eco-
nomic. In countrieswith no effective social-
Security programs, children are security for
old age—they will providefor their parents
when the parents are too old to take care of
themselves. That'sthe way it wasin Western
countries until fairly recently.

Additionally, in poorer countriesinfant-
mortality rates are higher than in the West.
This means couples must have many children
to ensure that at least some makeit to adult-
hood. Also, religious vaues and tradition
often prohibit the use of birth control, while
family pressures ensure most women give
birth frequently. The extended family helps
in bringing up children, who are treasured as
members of the wider family unit. All these
factors mean that poorer countries' birthrates
are often five or more times higher than those
of wedlthier nations.

The discrepancy between these birthrates
has led to one of the greatest migrationsin
history—a massive movement of peoples
from the poor nations of the world to the
rich Western nations, amovement that some
warn could result in the desth of the West.

If s0, abortion will be amajor contributor to
the decline and fall of Western civilization.
Sincethe U.S. Supreme Court legalized
abortion in 1973, authorities estimate that
42 million children have been aborted in
Americadone.

Consider this: After the events of Sept. 11,
many have warned of agrowing conflict
between 1damic fundamentalism—appeal -
ing increasingly to young peoplein poor
countrieswith high birthrates—and the
irreligious West, with itsfalling numbers.
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If an al-out military conflict were to hap-
pen, Americaaone would be short more
than 15 million men—all those of military
age aborted in the last three decades.

A matter of convenience

Part of the problem in the West isthat
children generally are no longer valued as
they once were. Onereason isthat govern-
ments have taken over therolefamilies
used to play. Now that social-security sys-
tems have usurped the traditional family
rolein taking care of the elderly, there
seems no need for parentsto have children

cU cl c
Compounding the problem, the high

taxesthat are required to pay for the old-age

pensions and medical care of elderly people
living longer mean that most mothersfind
themselvesworking full time, driving the
birthrate down even further and encourag-
ing more people to opt for the convenience
of abortion.

And let's be honest. Convenienceis
what we'retaking about, isn't it? Admit it.
Children are an inconvenience, aren’t they?
They require so much time, and timeis
short, especialy with dl the recrestional
diversions and electronic gadgets available
to entertain us, al of which cost money,
which means we have to work more hours,
which meansthat children are even more
inconvenient. No wonder so many reach
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for the phone number of the closest abor-
tion clinic. They don’'t want needy kids
disrupting their lifestyles.

Ironically, fdling birthratesin the wedlth-
ier countries mean that therewon't be
enough young workersto pay the social-
security bill afew decadesfrom now. The
proposed solution in many countriesissim-
ply to import more foreign workers. But
will people of different cultures be content
to pay taxesto pamper rich white people
intheir old age? And could the resultant
cultural mix in high-density European
countrieslead to further racial and religious

Perhéps the West has got it wrong. M aybe
there needsto be acultura rethinking here.

Children are a blessing

There was atime when our ancestors
considered children ablessing. InVictorian
times, on both sides of the Atlantic, families
had many children. Asaresult, Britain and
Americaexpanded and prospered. Today
the descendants of 19th-century Britons
and Americansarein numerical decline.

Forty years ago, a atime when more citi-
zenswere more biblically aware than they
are today, most people in Western nations
opposed abortion, at that timeacrime.
Therewas no national clamor in the West-
ern democraciesfor achangein the law,
but a steady shift in laws on abortion helped
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alter public attitudes until abortion became
acceptable to most people. Now abortion
isanonissuein most European countries.

Why the change? Sixties liberal s thought
abortion would reduce the numbers of
unwanted pregnancies. Ironically, more
children are born out of wedlock today
than before abortion laws were gutted—
and 30 percent of all pregnancies aready
endinavistto theabortion clinic.

Abortion is now the most common surgi-
cal procedurein Western nations. Along
with the birth-control pill, first used in
1960, the legalization of abortion radically
transformed the morals of Western youths,
who could now indulgein sex with little
thought to the consequences.

Interestingly, the Bible saysthat children
are ablessing from God—who, asthe Cre-
ator of men and women, set the reproduc-
tive processin motion at creation. Yet some
professing Christians describe themselves
as“pro-choice” and limit the numbers
of their children through abortion.

When establishing the Israelitesasa
nation, God also gave His chosen people
achoice. They could obey Him and reap
unparalleled rewards or blessings, or they
could reject Him and Hislaws and reap
the whirlwind (Hosea 8:7) in the form of
inevitable negative consequencesthe Bible
cdlscurses. These blessings and curses can
be found in Deuteronomy 28.

One of the promised blessings for obedi-
ence was many children. “Blessed shall be
thefruit of your body . . " (verse4). One
of the prophesied consequences of disobe-
dience wasthe reverse: “Cursed shall bethe
fruit of your body .. " (verse 18).

A further warning followsin verse 62:
“You shall beleft few in number, whereas
you were asthe starsin heaven in multi-
tude, because you would not obey the
voice of the Lorb your God.” (Of course,
this does not mean that married couples
who have no children or few children are
under a specid curse from God. Many
Christian couples, though having God's
favor, are unable to have children.)

It'snot just that children areablessing

Continued on page 21 .
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America’s Values War

The war on terrorism, uncertainty in the economy, worries over unemployment. Every day it's more
bad news. In recent months people have begun to reconsider some of the values they thought archaic
not that long ago—values like courage and personal sacrifice for the good of others.

by Gary Petty

of thelast few decadeshave produceda  sible person. But environmental concerns riage. Isthe United States, anation in which
wasteland of relativism. Theresultisa  have often gone beyond renewing resources  many professto uphold the Christian Bible,
culturethat promotesthenotionthat dl ideas  and not scarring the land. For many children  willing to support biblical standardson
are equal. Although many adults have become  raised in postmodern secularism, Mother marriage and sexudlity?
polarized over issueslike abortion, homosex-  Nature has replaced God and Jesus Christ as
uality and political philosophies, many young  the center of spiritudlity.

T he political ideology and culturewars ment is an important concept for any respon-  divorce and sexua freedom outside of mar-

* Purposeless materialism
at the expense of personal character

people have learned to see compromise and The dichotomy iswidest in discussions

tolerance asthe only solution to problems. about abortion. Thefertilized egg of an Americaisablessed country with wealth

These young adults, raised in aclimate of endangered species of bird can warrant fed-  beyond the comprehension of most people

multiculturalism, have become known as eral-government protection as preciouslife,  living inAfrica, Asiaor South America.

the ambiguous Generation X. but the fertilized egg of ahuman beingis Wedlthisn't evil, but, when materia things
A changein the attitudes of Americans adisposable mass of tissue. become more important than God, honesty,

of al ages has come about since the Sept. 11 It'scommon for news commentatorsand ~ family, friendshipsand character, our lives

terrorist attacks. Patriotism, an attitudethat ~ politiciansto pictureterroristswho usetheir  become nothing more than the sum of the
was rare among many beforethewar onter-  bodies as human bombs as peoplewho don't  things we own.

rorism began, isinfectious throughout the valuelife. Yet Americanslivein asociety in Jesus spoke of aman with this approach
country. The New York City firefightersand ~ which the average child has seenthousands  tolifein Luke 12:17-21 when He said:

police who gave their livesto save others of violent acts on television, where tens of “The ground of acertain rich man yielded

on that fateful morning have replaced the thousands of people are murdered every year  plentifully. And he thought within himself,

greed-driven, glitter stardom of athletes and lawmakers debate euthanasia. saying, ‘What shdl | do, sincel haveno

as children’s heroes. Theonly way to understand thevalueof ~ room to storemy crops? So hesaid, ‘| will
People aretalking again about thevalues ~ human lifeisto return to the Creator of life  dothis: | will pull down my barns and build

of courage, personal sacrifice and teamwork.  asrevealed in the pages of the Bible. We greater, and there | will storeal my cropsand

Many are agreeing that the United Stateshas  haveto pay morethan lip serviceto Chris- my goods. And | will say to my soul, “ Soul,
suffered avalues crisis over recent decades.  tianity’sbasic tenetslike “ Do unto others you have many goods laid up for many years,
Are Americans serious about reevaluating ~ asyou want themto dountoyou” or “Love  takeyour ease; egt, drink, and be merry.”’

the questionable valuesthat till rest asthe  your neighbor asyourself” to see every “But God said to him, ‘Fool! Thisnight
pillars of much of the conventional wisdom  human being asa potential child of God. your soul will be required of you; then
intheir country? Do they have the courage whose will those things be which you have

to question and change these val ues? * ':‘r.‘l’m d°ti°" of "fam:?'.valulesn . provided? Soishewho lays up treasure
Here are six conceptswe must reevaluate while destroying traditional marriage ;.. ; msalf, and is not rich toward God”

if the United Statesisto renew its spirit: The nuclear family, in which mother and Jesus doesn’'t mean that spiritual malaise
. father marry for life and are committed to can be cured by smply giving more money
* The worship of nature making the marriage work, isthe biblical to acharity. Christianity isn't just about a set
while devaluing human life model. Thefamily isdevalued by thecon-  of beliefs, belonging to achurch or doing
Conserving and taking care of the environ-  cepts of legal same-sex unions, no-fault good deeds. It isaway of thinking, away
" with the kind of fresh, in-depth perspective you @ Are You Missing Out on a Blessing From God?
GN"Radl-G getin The Good News magazine. Here are the @ The Road to Eternal Life

kinds of topics covered in each week's program: e Can the Family Survive?
o Doss God Bxist? * \What Happens After Death?

* What s Your Destiny? o FutureShock
o A Journey to Hell i * Who Determines Right From Wrong?

Looking to listen to something different? Tune in
to The Good News radio network for our chal-
lenging, dynamic half-hour program airing in

major U.S,cities! ® Are We Living in the End Time? Join us this week on The Good News

- e |s the Bible Relevant? radio network. To find a station near
Join host Gary Petty as he and guests explore eMaking Life Work you, or to listen to programs online,
current trends and biblical truths and teachings e What's Wrong With Our Government? visit: www.ucg.org/radio.
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of responding to God, away of dealing with
others, away of putting material thingsin
proper perspective, away of life.

¢ The promotion of individual rights
without promoting a sense of duty
toward others

When individuas are engrossed in enforc-
ing their personal rightsin every situation,
they find it difficult to devel op aconcept of
duty toward others—duty based on the belief
that we should show respect and courtesy,
duty asthe concept that there aretimeswe
must sacrifice our self-interest inthe interests
of other people.

For anation to have justice, it must have
aset of fair lawsthat are enforced evenly for

religion, we want God's help and comfort
intime of crigis, but we don’t want anyone
interfering with our personal lives. When we
hide behind afacade of occasionaly attend-
ing church serviceswhile denying God's
right to govern our lives, wetreat the Creator
of the universelike ageniein abottleinstead
of worshiping and submitting to Him as our
Father and Ruler.

* The promotion of good deeds
without morality

The apostle Paul makes a startling state-
ment in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. Before we
read these verses we need to understand
that the word loveis here trand ated from the
Greek word agape, which Paul usesin this

We want God's help and comfort in time of crisis, but
we don't want anyone interfering with our personal lives.

al. Justice can’t bejust for therich or poor
but must include the rich, poor and minori-
ties. Although the American judicia system
is better than mogt, at timesit experiences
glaring miscarriages of justice. When people
seefallure of justice, it tendsto reinforce
their belief that they had better get theirs
while they can. Concern for neighbor disap-
pears as everyonetriesto climb the ladder
of success at the expense of others. Justice
isreplaced with revenge and greed.

The Old Testament prophet Isaiah pro-
claimed amessage from the Cregtor that
rings out to ustoday. Notice what God says
in Isaiah 1:16-20: “Wash yoursalves, make
yoursalves clean; put away the evil of your
doingsfrom before My eyes. Ceaseto do
evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rebuke the
oppressor; defend the fatherless, plead for the
widow. Come now, and | et us reason together
... Though your sinsare like scarlet, they
shall be aswhite as snow; though they are red
like crimson, they shall be aswoal. If you are
willing and obedient, you shall eat the good
of theland; but if you refuse and rebel, you
shall bedevoured by thesword . .

God wantsto forgive us of our sins. He
also wants usto cease doing evil, learn to
do good and seek justice. The only way any
nation can havereal justiceisto return to the
laws of God—starting with the Ten Com-
mandments. The only way we can protect
everyone'sindividua rightsisto be con-
cerned for the welfare of othersinstead
of being consumed with selfishness.

 The promotion of religion without
recognition of God's sovereignty

Thisisthe most dangerous difficulty fac-
ing Chrigtianity today. We want fegl-good

context to encompass the character of God.

“Though | speak with the tongues of men
and of angels, but have not love, | have
become sounding brass or a clanging cym-
bal. And though | have the gift of prophecy,
and understand al mysteriesand al knowl-
edge, and though | have all faith, so that |
could remove mountains, but have not love,
| am nothing. And though | bestow all my
goodsto feed the poor, and though | give
my body to be burned, but have not love,
it profitsme nothing.”

Thepoint isthat, if wework in thelocal
soup kitchen for the poor but our livesare
filled with immorality, greed, envy and
hatred, then our good deeds are largely
empty. We can practice good deedsto fedl
religious while remaining unchanged in per-
sonal character. God demands good deeds
from His children, but actions must come
fromour hearts—not because we use them
to salve our consciences or asabadge
of spiritudlity.

A clarion call

Chrigtians must make astand in the val-
ueswar. Jesuswill return to establish God's
Kingdom on earth. We have no time to
expend our energiesin theinsignificant,
valuel ess detail s that consume our lives.
Instead, we must return to the values of
the God of the Bible.

Thereisabig difference between grasping
your future and simply going on the way you
have been. The choiceisuptoyou. Gn

The Good News programis heard on sa-
tionsacrossthe United Sates. For an Internet
ligting of stationsand times or to download
radio programs, go to www.ucg.org/radio.

Abortion

Continued from page 19

from God. Every child in the womb hasthe
potential of eternd lifein God's Kingdom.
The Scriptures demonstrate clearly that
fetuses are human beings—and that ripping
one gpart in thewomb in an abortion is, there-
fore, murder. Note the following scriptures:

God said to Jeremiah: “Before | formed
you inthewomb | knew you, before you
were born | set you apart; | appointed you as
aprophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1.5, New
International Version).

In reflecting on how he should treet his
servants, Job concluded: “ Did not hewho
made me in the womb make them? Did
not the same one form us both within our
mothers?’ (Job 31:15, NIV).

Precious lives in the womb

Inthe New Testament we seethat Mary’s
cousin, Elizabeth, was pregnant with John
the Baptist at the time Mary was carrying
Jesus. “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greet-
ing, the baby leaped in her womb, and Eliza-
beth wasfilled with the Holy Spirit” (Luke
141, NIV). Inverse 44 shetellsMary: “As
soon as the sound of your greeting reached
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for
joy.” The baby Elizabeth was carrying was
clearly aseparate human being at this point,
even though still in her womb.

In considering Mary, we need to remem-
ber that she “was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:18).
Itisdoubtful anybody at the time believed
thisto be the true source of her conception.
To family, friends and neighbors—even
to Joseph himself for awhile—shewassim-
ply an unmarried expectant mother. Today
many would no doubt encourage her to have
an abortion.

We should remember that God created
man in Hisown image (Genesis 1:26).
Every human being has the potentia for
gternal life. God is*“not willing that any
should perish but that all should cometo
repentance” that they may receive eterna
life (2 Peter 3:9). Even children yet unborn
deserve this opportunity.

Is God pro-choice? Aswe have already
seen, God does give usachoice. But Hetells
uswhat to choose. The choice He wants us
to makeis best summed up in Deuteronomy
30:19: “1 call heaven and earth as witnesses
today against you, that | have set before you
life and death, blessing and cursing; there-
fore chooselife, that both you and your
descendants may live”

Choose life. That is God's command!
Abortion—today’s child sacrifice—should
never be an option we'd consider. GN
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JUST FOR YOUTH

What'’s So Special About Families?

Some suggest a family should be redefined as any group of people living together in the same house-
hold, irrespective of blood connection or sexual orientation. But is such definition warranted? Before
we throw away our traditional view, maybe we should consider what we would lose in the process.

by David Treybig

ithout adoubt you've heard
that familiestoday comeinall
shapes, sizesand configurations.
Because divorceis so common,
it'sno longer unusud for children
to be raised in households apart from their
biological parents and with siblingswho are
their haf brothersor half ssters or with teens
or other children who have no biologica
relationtothem et all.

Likewise, it'sno longer unusud for people
to have severd maritd partners during their
lifetimes. Some believe such arrangements
aresmply the product of enlightened individ-
uas seeking happiness. Many judtify this
casual attitude toward divorce, saying: “It's
better for the kids to see us happy rather than
fighting. Thekids are strong and resilient.
They'll get over the divorce and eventualy
have anew family.” But rarely do they redlize
thefull cost of divorce.

They too often assumethat familiesare
only temporary relationships until happiness
ends or something better comesdong. This,
of course, isamonumental change from pre-
vious generations, which generally viewed
families asfixed and stablefor life.

It used to be commonly understood thet,
while new inventionswould undoubtedly
come along and change our lives, we could
count on our familiesto remain stable. We
would aways have each other—for better or
worse. But now theidea of disposable family
relationships—Ilasting only aslong as every-
onein the relationship is happy—threatens
to overwhelm the former perspective.

Humanly spesking, changing the definition
of family may look likealogica decisionto
match the redlities of our modern world. But
this reasoning overlooks the teaching of the
Onewho created families. God Himsdf isthe
originator of families, and Hisintent wasthat
they remain the continuing source of happi-
ness and support for married adults and their
offspring throughout their lives.

Let’'ssee how Hedid thisand what He has
inmind for families. Let's seewhat He says
about brothers and sisters getting along.

God gives Adam a family
At humanity’s earliest beginning, therewas
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only one human being, Adam. Asasingle
male, living alone, with no other human being
around to share hislife, he was not in what
His Creator consdered agood environment
for him (Genesis 2:18). In resolving this prob-
lem, God gave Adam afamily that included
onewife, Eve, and, later, sonsand daughters
(Genesis5:4).

God'sintent for the children of Adam and
Evewasthat, asthey grew up, they would

providing immediate happiness.

What marriage teaches us

Inwriting to the church at Ephesus, the
gpostle Paul told husbands and wivesto love
each other and treat each other respectfully—
just as Chrigt treststhe Church. In concluding
hisdiscussion on marriage, Paul then made an
astonishing statement: “Thisisagreat mydery,
but [in speeking of marriage here] | spesk

God is calling us to be part of His family for eternity.
And, as any good parent, God expects us to get along
with our spiritual brothers and sisters.

marry and form new families. AsGod said:
“Therefore aman shall leave hisfather and
mother and bejoined to hiswife, and they
shdl become oneflesh” (Genesis2:24). God
wants people who marry to stay married. He
hates to see divorce—for ahusband or wife
to leave and divide the family (Maachi 2:16).
Further, God, in the Seventh Commandment,
forbids adultery (Exodus 20:14), an important
safeguard for protecting family relationships.
From theinstructions He gave, itisclear
that God wanted marriages—and the fami-
lies created by them—to last. Surprisingly,
however, God's purpose in demanding
stable familiesisfor far morethan just

concerning Chrigt and the church” (Ephesians
5:32). Previoudy, inthissame |l etter, Paul
spoke of God the Father having a*“family

in heaven and earth” (Ephesians 3:15).

Paul explained that the human family is
similar to our spiritua relationship with Chrigt.
Inthisandogy, Jesusisthe Husband, the
Heed of the Church (Ephesians 5:23), and
the Church isthewife, the Bride (Revelation
21:9). Jesusdied to makeit possiblefor us
to become part of God'sfamily (John 1:12;
Romans 8:14, 19). Thishasbeen God's
purpose and plan from the beginning.

Just as God intended marriageto bearda

tionship of continuity and trust, so should our
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relationship with Christ be. In Hisrelationship
with the Church, Jesuswill never abandon the
Bride He deeply loves or betray that relation-
ship (Hebrews 13:5; 2 Thessalonians 3:3). His
Bride, the Church, isto be composed of indi-
viduaswho arelikewisefaithful (Revelation
2:10; 17:14). God'seternd spiritua family will
not be atemporary, disposable relaionship.

A human marriage built on the same princi-
pleof trust givesits participantsasmall taste
of thisrelationship with Chrigt. Family, as
designed by God with inherent trust and hap-
piness, was planned to give us aforetaste of
an even greater relaionship with God in His
future kingdom.

Foretaste of our spiritual family

Given that families serve asworkshopsfor
ingght into spiritua principles, how canwe
fulfill God'sdesiresfor usin our families?
For sarters, we can obey the Fifth Command-
ment, which tells usto honor our parents
(Exodus 20:12). In learning to honor our
physicad parents, weindirectly learn to honor
our spiritual Father.

If we are blessed with parentswho love
each other and are faithfully committed to
each other, we seefirsthand how to build and
sustain mutual respect and lovefor others.
Such families are safe harbors in a dangerous
world of false values, deception and misin-
formation. The coming Kingdom of God,
inthesmplest of terms, isalarge, happy
family that will last forever. (For more
articles on how parents and teens can have
better relationships, check out the July-
September 2002 issue of Youth United at
www.youthmagazine.org. This E-magazine
isespecialy for young people, and thisissue
focuses on family relationships.)

Though most young people have disagree-
ments and fightswith their sblingsasthey
grow up, having to learn to get dong with
brothers and sistersis good experience for
later inlife. For al the supposed hasd e of
brothers and ssters, relationships between

Recommended Reading

The Bible offers lots of good
advice on many aspects of life.
In many ways it's your instruc-
tion manual for life. We've
put together some of the
Bible's most important princi-
ples and instructions about
family, friendships, marriage, |#
education, career, finances
and health into a free booklet,
Making Life Work. Request your free copy today!
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or download them from our Web site at
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sblings often turn out to be the most endur-
ing. After al, family isfamily, and family
members remain family. We may disagree
with each other at times, but we remain
members of the same family.
Godiscdling usto be part of Hisfamily

too, not just for therest of thisphysica lifebut |

for dl eternity. And, asany good parent, God
expects usto get dong with our spiritual
brothersand sisters.

| wasthe oldest child in my family, witha
younger brother and Sister. Although | didn’t
awaystreat them as respectfully as| should
have, my lifetoday isricher and more com-
plete because of them. They remain among
my closest friends.

Family generations

Time hasaway of atering our perspec-
tives. Now that my own children are grown, |
have adeeper appreciation for, and agreement
with, my parents emphass on everyone get-
ting along and showing respect for al mem-
bersof thefamily. | guess1’mjust following
intheir footsteps.

Through the years my family and my
wife'sfamily have been sources of stability,
love and encouragement to us. | appreciate
long-lasting family relationships because they
reassure me that God offers usthe samekind
of relationship.

So what about the new ideathat families
can bejust any combination of adultsand
children? God saystheideal family unitis
aman with hiswifeand children committed
to an enduring relationship (Genesis 2:24;
Metthew 19:4-6; Ephesians 5:22-33; 6:1-4).
Thisisthemode to strivefor.

Having been blessed with the great joys of
atraditiond family asour Crestor intended, |
have no desire to see the definition of the fam-
ily, asHe created it, corrupted. When | com-
pare my experienceto that of the many dys-
functional familiesand unhappy relationships
we seedl around us, it'sobviousthat God's
way, asshown inthe Bible, isby far the best.

But what if your parents have divorced and
remarried and you find yourself in ablended
family with a stepparent and new brothers or
ssters? Are you and your family doomed to
failure? Of course not! God makes provision
for usto learn from our mistakes and the mis-
takes of others and to have the opportunity
to do things better the next time.

Your best course of action isto do the same
thing any person should do—make every
effort to make your new family work. Honor
your parents as God tellsyou to do, respect
your brothers and sisters—old and new—and
remember your Cregtor. If wefollow this
gpproach, we can eventudly be part of the
grestest family of al, thefamily of God. Gn

L
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God’s Test Commandment

God described one of His commandments as a “test” command. Which command is that?
What was He testing? How has mankind fared with that test—and what about you?

by Scott Ashley

oesit matter whether we obey
the Ten Commandments?
Most Christianswould cer-
tainly say yes. But what
about the Fourth Command-
ment, “Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy”? (Exodus 20:8). Does
God really expect usto set aside one day
of the week on which we are not to work?
(verses 9-10). Isit redlitic in today’sworld
to take awhole day off each week?1s God
really astickler on this particular command-
ment, as He seemsto be on the other nine?
If we are to keep the Sabbath day holy,
wefirst have to know what day that is.
Like most people, | commonly assumed the
Sabbath was Sunday, since that wasthe day
onwhich my friends and rel atives went to
church rather than to work. But then | found
out that some people observed Saturday
asthe Sabbath. Which isthetrue biblical
Sabbath day? And doesit really matter?
Look around you. It's obviousthat most
peopledon't think too highly of the Fourth
Commandment. Saturday and Sunday dike,
peoplefill anusement parks, movietheaters,
shopping malls and sports stadiums, with more
then afew aso using that time to mow the
lawn, wash the cars or catch up on other chores
if they’renot at their regular job thet day.
Clearly the Sabbath seemsto be the most
ignored of the Ten Commandments. The one
that God said to remember iseasily theone
most people forget.

Examining the Fourth Commandment
Let'stakeacloser ook at the Fourth Com-

mandment to better understand what it says:

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Six daysyou shdl labor and do al your
work, but the seventh day isthe Sabbath of
the Lorp your God. Init you shall do no
work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter,
nor your male servant, nor your female ser-
vant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who
iswithin your gates. For in Six daysthe LorD
made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and
al that isin them, and rested the seventh day.
Therefore the Lorp blessed the Sabbath day
and hallowed it” (Exodus 20:8-11).

Let’s notice several important pointsin
these verses:

* “Remember the Sabbath day ...” The
Sabbath is something to remember. Many
assumethisisthefirst time God expected
anyoneto observe the Sabbath day. But the
fact that He commanded the Sabbath to be
remembered should help usto redlize that it
aready existed before the giving of the Ten
Commandmentsat Mount Sinai.

Indeed, He had revedled it to the Israglites
earlier, in Exodus 16. Butitsoriginsgo
much further back, aswewill see. Itis
in that regard that the Sabbath wasto be
observed as aremembrance—amemoria
of something of great importance.

o, .. Tokeepit holy.” The Sabbathisto
be kept holy. Holy means set apart for God's
use and purpose rather than our own.

“...Theseventh day isthe Sabbath
..." The Sabbath day is the seventh day of
the week (observed Friday sunset to Satur-
day sunset, asthe Bible countstime; com-
pare Leviticus 23:32). Most people go to

The Sabbath in the Scriptures

ost people have given little thought to what God says about the Sabbath in

His Word. Here are some highlights:

commandment (Luke 23:56).

church on Sunday—which isthefirst day of
the week, as shown by most calendarsand
amost any encyclopedia. (To learn when,
why and how this was changed, see“From
Sabbath to Sunday,” page 26).

«"...OftheLorp your God.” The
Sabbath belongsto God, not to the Jewish
people, as many people assume.

*“Inityou shall donowork . ..” One
aspect of keeping the Sabbath holy isto do
no regular work on that day.

*“_..You, nor your son, nor your
daughter . ..” The Sabbath isto be kept
by al members of the household, aswell as
employees and guests. Even animalswere
given the day to rest.

«“...For in sx daysthe Lorp madethe
heavensand the earth, the sea, and all
that isin them, and rested the seventh
day.” Hereiswhat the Sabbath memoridl-
izes. Itislinked to God's cregtive actsin
Genesis 1, thus pointing to Him asthetrue
God, the Creator, asdistinct from thefalse
gods of human invention.

After creating Adam and Eve on the sixth
day, God rested on the seventh day (Genesis
1:27-2:3). He indtituted the Sabbath at that
timein the presence of thefirst two human
beings—long before there was a nation of
Israel or apeople known asthe Jews. And,
in resting on that first Sabbath, God set us

an exampleto emulate.

* “Thereforethe Lorp blessed the Sab-
bath day and hallowed it.” Againwe see
that God established the Sabbath day and
halowed it. Hallow meansto make holy. By
definition, God alone can make things holy,

® The apostle Paul taught both Jews and gentiles on the Sabbath, never hinting that

o The Sabbath is mentioned 117 times in the Bible (King James Version)—61 in the
OldTestament and 56 in the new. None of these mentions refers to Sunday; the first day
of the week, but all to the seventh day of the week (Friday sunset to Saturday sunset).

o The Sabbath is mentioned 45 times in the four Gospels—far more than the
number of times it is mentioned in the five books of Moses.

o The Sabbath was made for man, not for any particular group, race or nationality
(Mark 2:27).

e Jesus Christ's custom was to keep the Sabbath (Luke 4:16).

o Jesus expected His followers would be keeping the Sabbath at the time of the end
(Matthew 24:20).

e Several decades after Christ's death, Luke described the Sabbath as a
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they didn't need to observe it (Acts 13:42-44; 17:1-4).

o After Christ establishes His Kingdom on earth, “from one Sabbath to another, all
flesh shall come to worship” before Him (Isaiah 66:23).

e Qut of 117 times the Sabbath is mentioned in the Scriptures, not a single one so
much as hints that the Sabbath has been changed to another day or abolished.

o The Bible nowhere gives man authority to change what God has commanded and
made holy (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32).

e Nowhere in the Bible is there a commandment to remember or observe Sunday
as the Sabbath.

e God wants the Sabbath to be a delight to mankind (Isaiah 58:13-14). Those who
condemn it or criticize its observance obviously have a view that differs from God’s.
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dedicating them for His use. Man cannot
make anything holy, nor can he make unholy
anything God has made holy—an important
consideration when we examine whether we
should still observe the Sabbath and, if so,
onwhich day.

"l will test them . .."”

Astouched on aready, atelling event is
recorded in Exodus 16, severa weeks before
God personally spoke the Ten Command-
mentsa Mount Sinai. The |sraglites began
to complain about the lack of food some
timeinto their desert journey after leaving
Egypt. Notice God'swordsto Moses when
He announced that He would provide manna
to sustain them during their journey:

“Then the Lorp said to Moses, ‘Behold,
| will rain bread from heaven for you. And
the people shall go out and gather acertain
quotaevery day, that | may test them,
whether they will walk in My law or not. And
it shdl be on the sixth day that they shall pre-
pare what they bring in, and it shall betwice
asmuch asthey gather daily'” (verses4-5,
emphasis added throughout).

Here we see severd other pointsthat relate
to the Sabbath. First, we see that God will
test them. On what?* Whether they will walk
in My law or not” The fact that God here

gather up more mannathan they could use
inoneday, “it bred worms and stank” (verse
20). Only on the days when they wereto
gather up enough to carry them through the
Sabbath did the mannaremain fresh.

Weasit important that they observe the
Sabbath on the correct day? Absolutely,
because to not do so would mean they would
have suffered from redl hunger. God rein-
forced the importance of the Sabbath, and of
keeping it on the seventh day, through mira-

The Sabbath is God’s day, not yours or mine. It is a time
He wants to meet with you, a time for reading His Word,
for fellowship with other believers, for your family—but,
most of all, a time for God’s presence with you.

announced that He would test whether the
Israelites would obey His laws—several
weeks before He inscribed the Ten Com-
mandmentsin stone at Mount Sinai—tells
usthat Hisdivine laws already existed (com-
pare verse 28; Genesis 26:5). Hewould soon
reveal them anew at Mount Sinai.

Continuing the story in verses 15-30, we
see that God provided mannaon every day
of the week but one. On the sixth day of
the week, what we would today call Friday,
each household was to gather up twice
as much as on the other days, because no
mannawould be provided on the Sabbath
and no one was to violate the Sabbath by
working to gather it. The Sabbath would
not be simply any day they chose. It was
aspecific day of the week.

Over a40-year span God performed recur-
ring miraclesto reinforce which day was
the Sabbath. Every week for 40 years (verse
35)—more than 2,000 timesin al—God
provided mannaon every day of the week
but one. Every timethe Israglitestried to

clesrepeated literally thousands of times
throughout the 40 yearsin the wilderness.

A test of faith

Through providing mannaon six days
of the week but not the seventh, God was
testing His people. But how was He testing
them?Asnoted in verse 4, God was learning
“whether they will walk in My law or not.”
Would they choose God'sway, or their own
way? Someimmediately failed the test
(verses 27-29).

God wanted to see whether the |sradlites
would really believe Him. Did they accept
that He redlly meant what He said? Would
they take Him at Hisword?Would they learn
to trust Him to provide for their needs and
sustain them?

Would they believe God wasredlly acting
in their best interests through the laws He
revealed to them? Time and time again God
stated that His lawswould bring blessings
and benefitsif obeyed. For example, imme-
diately after giving them the Ten Command-

ments, God exclaimed: “Oh, that they had
such aheart in them that they would fear Me
and always keep al My commandments,
that it might be well with them and with their
children forever!” (Deuteronomy 5:29;
compare 4:5-8; 7:12-15; 28:1-14).

God wanted the | sraglites to have a heart
of obedience, to recognizethat Hislaws are
an expression of His holy, righteous, loving
character (1 John 4:8, 16). He wanted them
to recognize that Hislaws reveal away of
life based on love (Leviticus 19:18; Romans
13:9-10; Galatians 5:14; 2 John 6) and that
by living that law they would devel op char-
acter like His. God dlso told the Isradlites
that the Sabbath would be “a sign between
Me and you throughout your generations,
that you may know that | am the Lorb who
sanctifiesyou” (Exodus 31:13). It would
be asign that they were God's people.

Failing the test

Regrettably, the Israelitesfailed the tedt.
Looking back on Israel’s history centuries
later, God lamented: “I made them go out of
the land of Egypt and brought them into the
wilderness. And | gave them My statutes and
showed them My judgments, ‘which, if a
man does, he shall live by them.” Moreover
| dlso gave them My Sabbaths, to beasign
between them and Me, that they might know
that | am the Lorp who sanctifiesthem.

“Yet the house of Isragl rebelled against
Mein the wilderness; they did not walk in
My statutes; they despised My judgments,
‘which, if aman does, he shdl live by
them'’; and they greatly defiled My Sabbaths.
Then | said | would pour out My fury on
them in the wilderness, to consume them”
(Ezekiel 20:10-13).

That first generation that left Egypt
died out in the wilderness. God, however,
remained faithful. Regardless of their fail-
ings, He brought those | sraglites’ descendants
into the Promised Land and established them
asanation.

Yet they ultimately were just asfaithless.
By Ezekiel’stime centuries later God was
punishing them, too, through a devastating
national defeat and captivity. Why?
“Because they despised My judgments and
did not walk in My statutes, but profaned
My Sabbaths; for their heart went after their
idols’ (verse 16).

Isthe Sabbath important to God? He
specificaly stated that one of the | sradlites
most flagrant sinsthat led to their national
downfall and captivity was profaning the Sab-
bath (Ezekiel 22:26; Jeremish 17:21-22, 27).

Misunderstood purpose of the Sabbath
The lsradlites never properly understood
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the purpose of the Sabbath. They failed
to understand that God earnestly desiresa
sincere, loving relationship with mankind.

InIsaiah 59 God tells usthat our sins have
separated usfrom Him (verse 2). But, in this
discussion, He also tells us how to be recon-
ciled to Him—through humility and cdling
on Him (Isaiah 58:1-12). But then He reveals
another aspect of building that kind of right
relationship between God and man:

“If you keep your feet from breaking the
Sabbath and from doing as you please on my
holy day, if you cal the Sabbath adelight and
the Lorp’s holy day honorable, and if you
honor it by not going your own way and not
doing asyou please or speaking idle words,
then you will find your joyintheLorD ..
(verses 13-14, New Internationa Version).

annual festivals: “ Speak to the | sraglites and
say to them: ‘ These are my appointed feadts,
the appointed feasts of the Lorp, which
you areto proclaim as sacred assemblies™”
(Leviticus 23:2, NIV). God plainly says
these are His feasts, His" sacred assemblies”
The Hebrew word moed, the plura form
here trandated “ gppointed feasts” means
“gppointed time” or “meeting” (Lawrence
Richards, Expository Dictionary of Biblical

Words, 1985, “Feast/Festival”). Theword
assambliesistrandated from the plural

an appointment with Him?

If someone makes arrangements to meet
with you next Wednesday but decidesto
show up on Thursday instead, would you
think he had kept the appointment? Of course
not. So why should we think God would find
it acceptable if we decideto assembleona
day different from the one He commands?

The Sabbath is God'sday, not yours or
mine. It isatime He wantsto meet with you,

atimefor reading HisWord, for prayer, for
fellowship with other believers, for your

Why isthe Sabbath important to God?
Because God wants usto have a proper,
loving relationship with Him. To do that
we must spend time with Him. He wants
usto surrender one of our most precious

form of migra, denoting a summoned gather-
ing. In other words, God says His Sabbathis
adivine appointment that He commands His
peopleto keep through their gathering before
Him to build their relationship with Him and

family—but, mogt of dl, atimefor God's
presence with you, especially asyou are
taught at His commanded assembly.

A test for you?

possessions—our time—so He can teach
usthrough HisWord, the Bible, and through
the ministry of His Church. He wantsthe
Sabbath to be atime and away to “find

your joy inthe Lorp.” and annud festivals.

A divine appointment

Notice another aspect of what God says
about the weekly Sabbath day and His other

From Sabbath to Sunday

n the New Testament we see Jesus Christ (Luke 4:16), His closest followers (Luke

23:56) and the apostle Paul (Acts 13:42-44; 17:1-4) continuing to honor and uphold
the Sabbath. We find no record of the Sabbath being abolished or changed in the
New Testament (though some scriptures are alleged to do so, these arguments are
thoroughly refuted in our free booklet Sunset to Sunset: God's Sabbath Res?).

So when did Sunday, the first day of the week, come to be seen as a substitute for
the seventh-day Sabbath?

In brief, as waves of anti-Semitism swept the Roman Empire as a result of the two
Jewish wars in the first and second cen-
turies, members of the early Church
began to distance themselves from prac-
tices that were commonly viewed as
Jewish. At the same time, false teachers
arose within the Church introducing new
teachings and beliefs. Over time the
Church drifted from the teachings and practices of Christ and the apostles (the story is
spelled out in more detail in our free booklet The Church Jesus Builf).

In the third and fourth centuries, as the Catholic Church rose to prominence in the
Roman Empire, it increasingly incorporated customs adapted from pagan worship prac-
tices. Among these was the elevation of Sunday, the day devoted to honoring the sun
god, a deity extremely popular among the Roman masses.

Meanwhile, those who held to the original teachings of the apostles were increas-
ingly persecuted. By A.D. 365 an edict by Catholic leaders at the Council of Laodicea
declared: “Christians must not Judaize by resting on the Sabbath, but must work
on that day, rather, honouring the Lord's Day [Sunday]; and, if they can, resting then
as Christians. But if any shall be found to be Judaizers, let them be anathema from
Christ [i.e., excommunicated]” (Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 19, p. 148,
emphasis added).
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other believers (Hebrews 10:24-25).
Noticethat Heis the one who setsthe

appointment, not us. Heisthe onewho

determines the time—His weekly Sabbath

That raises an interesting question: If we
don’t come before Him at the time He com-
mands, either by not coming at al or coming
on adifferent day, are we really keeping

“You may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation,
and you will not find a single line authorizing
the sanctification of Sunday. The Scriptures
enforce the religious observance of Saturday . . .”

By now perhaps you've realized that
most of mankind has failed the test when it
comesto God's Sabbath. Much of humanity
ignores God altogether and couldn’t care
less about setting aside aday to honor and
worship Him.

Maybe you're one of the many who've
been told that the Sabbath command has
been transferred from the seventh day of

Sunday-keeping came to be enforced and Sabbath-keeping ruthlessly suppressed.
While some doctrinal reform occurred as a result of the Protestant Reformation in the
16th century, Protestant churches as a rule continued to follow the lead of the Catholic
Church in regard to Sunday worship.

Not until the Reformation period was the idea born that Sunday worship was insti-
tuted originally as a direct replacement for the Fourth Commandment Sabbath. The
Catholic Church took strong exception to this Protestant argument, saying the Catholics'
reason for dropping strict Sabbath observance was to avoid appearing Jewish, not to
change the Fourth Commandment. In
fact, the Catholic Church continued
honoring the Sabbath as a consecrated
day—though reduced in importance
and altered to a day of fasting—for sev-
eral centuries after Sunday observance
became prominent.

Most Catholic and some Protestant theologians are willing to admit that Sunday
observance cannot be justified from the Scriptures. Notice what James Cardinal
Gibbons, archbishop of Baltimore, wrote in The Faith of Our Fathers:

", . . Isnot every Christian obliged to sanctify Sunday and to abstain on that day
from unnecessary servile work? Is not the observance of this law among the most promi-
nent of our sacred duties? But you may read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and
you will not find a single line authorizing the sanctification of Sunday. The Scriptures
enforce the religious observance of Saturday, a day which we never sanctify” (1917,
p. 89, emphasis added).

He goes on to explain that this, like other practices “nowhere found in the Bible,”
was instituted by the Catholic Church on its own authority.

To learn more, request our free booklets Sunset to Sunset; God's Sabbath Restand
The Church Jesus Built.



the week, Saturday, to Sunday, thefirst day
of theweek. Or maybe you've been told that
it'sno longer necessary to keepit at al.
Sadly, traditional Christianity hasfor
the most part turned its back on the Fourth
Commandment—considering the Sabbath
obsolete, fulfilled by Jesus Christ, replaced
by Sunday or somehow negated by the
dozens of argumentsthat have been mar-
shaled againgt it over the centuries. However,
we shouldn’t be surprised at thiswidespread
disdain for the Sabbath day, since God's
Word tellsus that “the sinful mind is hostile
to God” and “does not submit to God'slaw”
(Romans8:7, NIV).

What about you? What's your view of
God's most-ignored commandment in light
of the clear instructionsin HisWord? The
simplefact isthat nowherein the Scriptures
will you find that the day God established
at creation asthe proper day of rest and
worship has been changed or abolished.
Most religious groups don’t have a problem
with the other nine commandments, but
few arewilling to submit to God'swill
on the Fourth.

Rarely will achurch organization change
itsbeliefs. But, with God's help and guid-
ance, you asan individual can change yours
and begin patterning your life according to
Hisinstructions. You would do well to ask
yoursdlf: If God made the Sabbath holy
at cregtion, if He madeit apart of the Ten
Commandments, if Jesus Christ, the apostles
and the early Church kept it (asthe New
Testament and history showsthey did),
doesn't it make sense that He would want
you to keep it?

Will you passthetest? Are you willing
to surrender aportion of your timeto build
the kind of relationship God wantsto enjoy
withyou? Gn

Recommended Reading

The Bible has far more to say
about the Sabbath. Why is it
so important that God en-
shrined it as one of the Ten
Commandments? How did
Christ keep it? What does the
book of Acts say about the
early Church and the Sab-
bath? How can you use the
Sabbath to build a right rela-
tionship with God? You'll find these questions
and many more addressed in our free booklet
Sunset to Sunset: God'’s Sabbath Rest. To discover
how many biblical teachings have been changed
over the years, request your copy of The Church
Jesus Built. Both are yours free for the asking.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org

What Will You Do?

Continued from page 17
The core of God's admonition to

mankindisfound in Ezekiel 18. Thekeyto [,
healing the breach between man and God is

found in transforming your life by turning
from sin, the very thing that seversour rela

tionshipwith God. “*. . . If awicked man |

turnsfrom all hissinswhich he has commit-
ted, keepsall My statutes, and doeswhat is
lawful and right, he shdl surely live; he
shall not die. None of the transgressions
which he has committed shall be remem-
bered against
him; because of the righteousnesswhich he
has done, he shall live. Do | have any plea
sure et al that the wicked should die? says
the Lord Gop, ‘and not that he should turn
from hiswaysand live?” (verses 21-23).
This section concludes with this stirring
call: “* Cast away from you all the transgres-
sionswhich you have committed, and get
yourselves anew heart and anew spirit. For
why should you die, O house of Isragl? For
| have no pleasure in the death of onewho
dies’ saysthe Lord Gop. ‘ Thereforeturn
andlivel’” (verses 31-32).

Read the writing on the wall—and act

God wants us—His creation—to live
abundantly, not destructively. But, until
arevolution in thinking occurs, we will
witness only more suffering.

History showsthat nations are unable to
read the handwriting of warning on the walls
of their times. The Babylonians partied the
night away while the Persians dipped in
under the gates of Babylon. Before World
War 11, the most devastating conflict in his-
tory, England and Americadept while their
foes armed themselvesin preparation for
war. And 12 years ago no one foresaw that
Irag would invade Kuwait, thus setting off
thefirst round of the Persian Gulf War.

In spite of the information, including years
of attacks on American interests abroad (and
awarm-up attack on the World Trade Center
severd years earlier), no one could put
together aclear picture of animpending
catastrophe like that of Sept. 11. How much
warning does anation need beforeit will
make a change and avoid additional sorrow?

History isnot encouraging, for itsrecord
offerslittle hope. But you can do something.
You can choose to change your life and make
adifference within your world.

Thered question after Sept. 11 isnot what
the president or other government officiads
knew and when did they know it. The most
important question is; What do you know,
and what will you do about it? Only you can
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‘You Are Gods’

o

Jesus stunned His listeners in proclaiming His own divine identity. But He went even further, quoting
a verse that tells human beings, “You are gods.” Indeed, as many passages show, God is a family.

by Tom Robinson

I nthelast articlein this serieswe saw
that the Jews of Jesus’ day accused
Him of blasphemy for claiming to bethe
Son of God: “BecauseYou, being aMan,
make Yourself God” (John 10:33).

Hisresponseisintriguing: “ Jesus
answered them, ‘Isit not written in your
law [in Psalm 82:6], “| said, ‘ You are
gods " ?1f He [God] called them gods,
to whom the word of God came (and the
Scripture cannot be broken), do you say of
Him whom the Father sanctified and sent
into the world, “You are blaspheming,”
because| said, “1 am the Son of God”?”
(John 10:34-36).

In other words, said Chrigt, “if Scripture
outright called human beings gods, why
areyou upset when | merely state that
| am God's Son?”

Yet are human beings actually gods?
What did He mean?

In Psalm 82:6, from which Jesus
quoted, God saysto human beings: “I
said, ‘You are gods, and al of you are
children of the Most High.” The Hebrew
word trandlated “gods” is elohim, which
literally means “gods’ or “mighty ones’—
athoughit is often rendered as “ God”
(that is, thetrue God) inthe Bible. That's
because, although plura in form, the word
elohimis often singular in usage.

Some have argued that the word in this
context should be trandated “judges’
(“mighty ones’ being seen by some here
as simply powerful human beings). But
the original New Testament manuscripts
trandate Christ's quotation in John 10
using the Greek word theoi—" gods.”
Indeed, it is obvious that Jesus must have
meant “gods.” If He had meant only
“judges,” Hislogic would not follow.
Notice: “If Scripture called them judges,
why areyou upset that | claim to be the
Son of God?” That makes no sense. Only
when the word is rendered “gods’—and
understood to mean that—does Christ’s
logic follow.

But, again, can human beingslegiti-
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mately be referred to as gods, as Jesus
said? How are we to understand this?

Terminology of family

Thekey hereistheword childrenin
Psalm 82. We must understand that God is
afamily. Thereis one God (the God family)
comprising more than one God Being.
(Thisisthoroughly explained in our free
booklet Who 1s God? Send for your copy
today, or download it from our Web site.)

Asexplained in the previous articlein
this series, the God family from the begin-
ning comprised two divine Beings—God
and God the Word (John 1:1-3). The Word
became flesh as the Son of God, Jesus
Christ (verse 14). And, after Hishuman
life and death, He was resurrected to divine
Spirit existence as the “firstborn from the
dead” (Colossians 1:18) and “firstborn
among many brethren” (Romans 8:29).
Thus Jesus was spiritualy bornin theres-
urrection asthefirst of many “brethren”
or childrento follow later.

Indeed, from the beginning God
intended to add many children to Hisfam-
ily. In Genesis 1, after creating plantsand
animalsto reproduce each “according to
itskind,” God said, “Let Us make man
in Our image, according to Our likeness’
(verse 26, emphasis added throughout)—
showing that man was created according
to the* God kind.” To help us understand
the parallel with God creating manin His
image and likeness, Genesis 5:3 saysthat
thefirst man Adam later “begot asonin
his own likeness, after hisimage, and
named him Seth.” So God was essentially
reproducing Himself through humanity.

The apostle Paul told the men of
Athens, “. . . Asalso some of your own
poets have said, ‘ For we are also His
offspring’” (Acts 17:28).

Psalm 82 ismuch easier to understand
inthislight. In verse 6 theword godsis
equated with “children of the Most High.”
That makes perfect sense. When any entity
bears offspring, its offspring are the same

kind of entity. The offspring of catsare
cats. The offspring of dogs are dogs. The
offspring of human beings are human
beings. The offspring of God are “gods.”

But we must be careful here. Human
beings are not literally gods—not yet, at
any rate. Indeed, peopleinitially are not
literally even God's children, except in the
sensethat He created humanity and did
soin Hisimage and likeness.

God iseternal spirit. Human beings
are mortal flesh, abeit with aspiritual
component—the human spirit that gives
us understanding. Thisis an important
distinction and helps us see what God
was actudly saying in Psalm 82.

The human beings He addressed stood
in the place of God in judgment as elohim
(verse 1). God, however, challenges them
for their wrong judgments and lack of
understanding (verses 2-5). Yet in verse 6,
the verse Christ quoted, God confirms that
they areindeed elohim. Verse 7: “But you
shall dielike men, and fall like one of the
princes” Thus, being physical and subject
to death, they were elohimin only avery
limited sense—the sense of being created
in God'simage and likeness aswell as
having the ultimate potential of becoming
the same kind of beings the Father and
Christ now are.

Infact, God often “ calleth those things
which be not as though they were’
(Romans 4:17, King James Version)—
looking on His purpose as aready accom-
plished. Amazingly, God intends to exalt
us from thisfleshly existence to the same
level of divine spirit existence that He has,
aswewill see.

Development—but into what?

Thisinvolves a process of spiritual
reproduction in which God fathersus as
Hischildren. It starts with His Spirit join-
ing with our human spirit: “The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God” (Romans
8:16, KJV). Through this miraculous
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union, we become “ partakers of the divine
nature” (2 Peter 1:4).

Thus the Spirit-begotten Christianisa
child of God, an actual member of elohim,
the family of God—but not yet in an ulti-
mate sense. Thereis still a devel opment
process we must go through in thislife.
And at theend of thislife, in the resurrec-
tion at Christ’sreturn, true Christians will
be changed into divine spirit beingslike
the Father and Christ.

The apostle John wrote: “Beloved, now
we are the children of God; and it has not
yet been reveded what we shall be, but we
know that when Heisrevealed, we shdll
be like Him, for we shall seeHim asHe
is’ (1 John 3:2). We will receivethe divine
glory of the Father and Christ (Romans
5:2; 1 Peter 5:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:12;

2 Thessalonians 2:14; Colossians 1:27).

As coinheritorswith Christ, we will
receive dominion over al things, including
the entire vast universe—dominion just as
Christ has (Romans 8:17; Hebrews 2:5-9;
Revelation 21:7). To truly exercise domin-
ion over al things requires the omnipotent
power of God.

What about our minds? As human
beings, we couldn’t count all the individ-
ual stars of the universein atrillion life-
times. But God, in apassing remark, says
He knows dl the stars by name (Psalm
147:4). Amazingly, Paul states, “Now
| know in part, but then | shall know just
as| also amknown [that is, by God]”

(1 Corinthians 13:12), showing that we
will possess the omniscience of God. And
why not, for we will have the Holy Spirit,
themind of God, in full?

Indeed, at that time, like Jesus, we will
at last be “filled with all the fullness of
God” (Ephesians 3:19; compare Colos-
sians 1:19; 2:9). How can someone be
filled with al the fullness of God and be
anything less than God? Therefore, at our
ultimate change, we too will be divine—
though the Father and Christ will forever
be greater than us.

The teaching of deification

Thiswonderful truth will surely come
as quite a shock to those who have heard
only the traditional view of mainstream
Christianity regarding the ultimate reward
of therighteous. Yet those who might be
quick to assail this teaching will perhaps
be even more surprised to learn that many
early “church fathers’ of mainstream
tradition—not so far removed from early
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apostolic teaching—did understand this
incredible truth, at least in part.

Notice paragraph 460 of the current
Catechism of the Catholic Church (1995),
footnotesin brackets:

“The Word became flesh to make us
‘partakers of the divine nature’ [2 Pet.
1.4]: ‘For thisiswhy the Word became
man, and the Son of God becamethe
Son of man: so that man, by entering
into communion with the Word and thus
receiving divine sonship, might become a
son of God' [St. Irenaeus, Adv. haeres. 3,
19, 1: PG 7/1, 939]. ‘ For the Son of God
became man so that we might become
God' [St. Athanasius, Deinc., 54, 3: PG
25, 192B]. ‘ The only-begotten Son of
God, wanting to make us sharein his
divinity, assumed our nature, so that
he, made man, might make men gods
[St. ThomasAquinas, Opusc. 57:1-4]”
(pp. 128-129, emphasis added).

Thisteaching iseven more prevalent
in Eastern Orthodox tradition, whereit is
known by the Greek term theosis, mean-
ing “divinization” or “deification.” How-
ever, itiswholly unlike the New Age con-
cept of “I am god”—Ilooking to the self
as supreme. Notice the remarkable expla-
nation of the early Catholic theologian
Tertullian, writing around A.D. 200:

“I1t would be impossible that another
God could be admitted, when it is permit-
ted to no other being to possess anything
of God. Well, then, you say, at that rate we
ourselves possess nothing of God. But
indeed we do, and will continueto do so.
Only itisfrom Himthat we receiveit, and
not from ourselves. For we will be even
gods, if we deserve to be among those of
whom He declared, ‘| have said, “ You are
gods,”’ and ‘ God stands in the congregea-
tion of the gods.” But this comes of His
own grace, not from any property in us.
For it is He aone who can make gods’
(Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 3, p. 480,
quoted in “ Deification of Man,” David
Bercot, editor, A Dictionary of Early
Christian Beliefs, 1998, p. 200).

Of course, Christianity is not a polythe-
istic religion. Thereisbut one God. The
term godsisreally meant to distinguish
multiple God Beings constituting the one
God—the one God meaning the one God
family. As mentioned before, there are at
present two fully divine members of that
family—two distinct Beings—God the
Father and God the Son, Jesus Christ.
And, asincredible asit sounds, there
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will be more to come.

Infact, there are many more who are
aready members of the God family. Hav-
ing asmall measure of the divine through
the Holy Spirit dwelling in them, they are
in the process of deification. However,
they are not yet themselvestruly divine.
But one day, if they remain faithful, they
will be. And ultimately all of mankind—
that is, those who are willing—will follow
in the same course.

“I will be aFather to you, and you shall
be My sons and daughters, saysthe Lorp
Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:18). And He
meansit. God will not forever kid Himself
into thinking we are His children when we
really aren’t. No, the Father intends to pro-
duce us asHisfull children, to transform
usinto the very kind of beingsthat He and
Christ now are—though, again, forever
subject to Their loving authority.

Indeed, even though saved human
beingstruly will be elevated to existence
at the God level asreal children of God
and full members of the God family,
they will never challenge, individually
or collectively, the preeminence of the
Father and Christ asleaders of the family.
Truly, al will be subject to Jesus, except
the Father, and Christ will Himself be
subject to the Father (see 1 Corinthians
15:24-28). Their positions at the top of
the family will never be challenged or
threatened by even the addition of billions
of divine children.

This, then, isthe ultimate potential des-
tiny of all mankind. It isthe awe-inspiring
purpose for which we were created. As
Jesus quoted, foreseeing our destiny
reached, ‘| said, ‘ You aregods!” Let us
all, then, be ever thankful. For it can't get
any higher than that. Gnv

Recommended Reading

This article has touched on
only a few of the scrip-
tures showing that God is
a family. To learn more
about the nature of God
and Christ and our future
destiny with Them as
revealed in the Bible, we
encourage you to be sure
to request our free book-
lets Who Is God? and What Is Your Destiny?
Both are yours for the asking.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our \Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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Letters From Our Readers

Clear perspectiveon current events

Let mefirst thank you for the free educa
tiond serviceyou providein the public inter-
est. My biblical knowledge has grown by
leaps and bounds, and, not only that, it is
now accurate. Thank you especidly for The
Good News. | subscribe to several magazines
that cover the news of Christianity, and yours
was the only one to respond to our national
crisiswith the Bible's perspective about
current events.

| followed with interest what Billy Gra-
ham had to say. | was disappointed because
he basically said he did not know why these
events had transpired. Your articles hit the
nail on the head. They restored my confi-
dencein Scripture. If nothing else, thisissue
has prompted meto contact the local congre-
gation [of the United Church of God] here,
and | began atending services.

V.V.G., Mobile, Alabama

Your literature transforms the reader,
making him or her understand the daily news,
local or global, from adeeper point of view.
My congratul ations and thanks for ajob
well done.

M.B.S, Miami, Florida

Asaregular subscriber to The Good News,
| have come to enjoy and appreciate your
articlesfor the accurate, concise and easy-to-
read storiesin each issue. When | read an arti-
cle, I know that | can turn to the Scriptures
and cross-reference and study them and find
your interpretation to be fairly closeto what
the writer of the Scriptures meant.

RB.H., West \alley, Utah
Complaintsabout our coverage

| have been reading The Good Newsfor
quitealong timeand enjoy it. But | am not
comfortable with the coverage. You dwell
much on Americaand Europe. Why can't you
cover more of the world where there are more
conflicts?Your examples dwell much on
America, especialy the Sept. 11 attack. Be
reminded that most reedersarein Africa,
LainAmericaand Asa wherethey are
experiencing more conflicts.

PM., Malawi

Although the mgjority of the world's popu-
lation livesin Africa, Latin Americaand Asia,
more than 80 percent of our readersresidein
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the United Sates. However, we do try to cover
major issuesthat affect peoplein all areas of
the world. Because of the main focus of bibli-
cal prophecy, wefed it especially important to
address eventsin the Middle East and Europe,
aswell asreport on declining valuesin the
English-speaking world. Our free booklet The
United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy
will explain why. By the way, thereisa“ World
Newsand Trends’ item about Malawi and
southern Africa on page 15 of thismagazine.

Therebirth of English Cathalics

Your March-April Good Newswas most
interesting, with many worthwhile and sudied
articles. But thereisasuggestionin the article
“The Rebirth of English Catholics’ [“World
Newsand Trends'] that the Catholics of
England are athresat or amenaceto English
society. | think thisway of thinking is unfortu-
nete. In the past there were dreadful times of
intolerance with alack of charity among differ-
ent believers. Queen “Bloody Mary” Tudor
reigned for five years and wasthe cause of 300
Protestant leadersto be burnt to deeth, much
againg advice. Likewise 360 Catholicswere
put to desth by hanging, decapitation or left to
garvein prison. Thesetimes have passed, and
wemust respect different Christian views.

Dr. J.C.M., Durban, South Africa

Wedid not intend to suggest that individual
members of the Roman Catholic Churchin
England areathreat or menaceto British
society. However, religious persecution isfar
fromover intheworld. Currently Christians
are experiencing intense persecution in sev-
eral areasof theworld. Our free booklet The
Book of Revelation Unvelled explains how
thiswill greatly intengify inthe future,

Observesthe seventh-day Sabbath

| am 70 yearsold and have been an
ordained minigter. | was a Sunday-keeper for
many yearsbut started asking mysdlf: How
comethe Bible saystha Saturday isthe Sab-
bath? Eventualy my wifeand | redlized that
Saturday isthetrue Sabbath. Asaresult of my
acceptance of the seventh-day Sabbath, | dis-
continued my association with the group that
ordained me. | wasimpressed with what | read
on your Web site and would like to know more
about you. My wifeisHigpanic, so could you
please send meinformation in Spanish aso.

N.C.C., Hardin, Montana

You may want to obtain free copies of our
booklet Sunset to Sunset: God's Sabbath Rest
and the companion publication God's Holy
Day Plan: The Promise of Hopefor All
Mankind. Together they explain the biblical
reasonsfor observing the weekly Sabbath day
(from Friday sunset to Saturday sunset) and
God's seven annual festivals—expounding the
foundational scriptures undergirding the wor-
ship services of the United Church of God.

W\ publish these bookl etsin Spanish aswell.

Young reader

Thank you so much for making your Web
Steavailable. | was so scared of death until |
reed the booklet Does God Exist? After read-
ingit | feltin away relieved because now,
when | go to deep tonight, | will not fear that
morning will not come. Basicdly, you saved
my lifeasl amonly 15yearsold.

JD., Internet
Italian reader

| redly gppreciate The Good News. We saw
it onthefloor of ashopping mall in New York
City. My wifeand | decided tolook it up on
the Net, and ever sincewe have learned so
many truthsin theWord of God. The Good
Newsredly seesinto the future, even before
the eventsbecome redlity.

KM, Italy
Bible Study Course

| havejust received my first lesson. | got
it yesterday and was so glad thet | read the
wholething. | hopetherest to follow will be
just the same or even better.

AD., Brazl

| have thoroughly enjoyed Lesson 4 [about
auffering]. With it, through the Holy Spirit, |
have come to understand the value of choices.
| know now that wrong choices can bring
grave consequences. Man must learn from his
mistakes or hewill never cometo receive his
inheritance. That isacertainty.

G.S, Umtilla, Oregon

Published letters may be edited for clarity
and space. Addressyour |ettersto The Good
News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254,
U.SA., or E-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be
suretoinclude your full name, city, Sateor
province, and country).



' Questions & Answers

Q: In reading arecent issue of The Good
News| discovered that someone madean
error inregard to the Fourth Command-
ment. It stated that the Fourth Command-
ment is“ Remember the Sabbath Day to
keep it holy.” In my catechism, the Fourth
Commandment isto“Honor our father
and mother.” TheThird Commandment
isto“ Remember the Sabbath Day.” Please
correct thiserror.

PR., Morristown, Minnesota

A: No onedisputesthat thereare atota
of 10 Commandmentsin number (Exodus
34:28; Deuteronomy 4:13; 10:4). They are
listed in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.
However, another method of numbering
developed some time after the biblical canon
was complete.

Inthefifth century, Augustine (a Roman
Catholic bishop of Hippo) selected anewer
way of presenting the Ten Commandments,
which became the preferred arrangement
in the Catholic Church. Thisarrangement
dropped the Second Commandment, divided
the Tenth against coveting into two separate
commands, one againgt coveting aneigh-
bor’swife and another against coveting
anything else belonging to a neighbor, thus
renumbering the list of 10.

Yet the prohibition against coveting is
given as one thought in one basic sentence.
In contrast, having other gods and worshiping
images are stated quite ditinctly astwo
separate “thou shalt nots.”

Notice that the apostle Paul expressed the
commandment against coveting asasingle
commandment in the New Testament. * For
the commandments, * You shall not commit
adultery, ‘ You shall not murder;’ * You shall
not steal, * You shall not bear false witness,
“You shall not covet, and if thereisany other
commandment, areal summed up in this
saying, ‘ You shall love your neighbor as
yourself’” (Romans 13:9; compare 7:7).
Clearly onebasic principleisinvolved, and
one fundamental commandment governsit.

Themost direct proof of thiscomesfrom
comparing the listing of the Ten Command-
mentsin Exodus and Deuteronomy, both
books having been written by Moses. In
Deuteronomy 5:21, the prohibition against
coveting aneighbor’swifeisgiven first,
before the command against coveting a
neighbor’s house and other possessions.

But in Exodus 20:17 the proscription against
coveting aneighbor’ swife and houseis
mentioned in the opposite order. Obvioudly,
Moseswas not switching around the Ninth
and Tenth Commandments. Rather, he
understood these to be different aspects

of the same Tenth Commandment.

So why was another arrangement of the
commandments chosen? Augustine said
that by this method the commandments were
divided into the biblically significant numbers
three and seven (claiming three commands
on relating to God and seven on relting to
neighbor—as opposed to four and six in the
proper arrangement).

But there may be another reason that the
three-and-seven arrangement arose in thefirst
place—to alow the use of imagesin worship.
The First Commandment forbids the worship
of other gods. The Second Commandment
forbids bowing down to, serving or using
imagesin worship. By combining the Second
Commandment with the Firg, it could appear
that thereis only one commandment against
idolatry—and that the forbidding of images
merely meansthat we are not to bow down
to images of other gods. Yet, by having asep-
arate commandment against imagesin wor-
ship, it isclear that what isforbidden isnot
just images of other gods, but of the true
God aswell.

For amore-complete understanding of the
great spiritual principlesbehind al 10 of the
commandments, please request our free
booklet The Ten Commandments.

Q: In The Good News (January-
February 2002) isan articletitled “Isn’t
It About TimeYou Read the Book?” That
articlereferstotheBible“initsoriginal
form” astheabsolutetruth. What isthe
Bible“initsoriginal form”? Isit somever-
sion of theKing Jamestrandation, or isit
apre-King Jamespublication? Where can
onefind the Bibleinitsoriginal form that
hasbeen trandated into English?

F.V, Riverdale, Georgia

A: The publishers of The Good News
firmly believethat al the books of the Bible
were written under divineinspiration. The
evidence we base that conviction onissum-
marized in our free booklet Isthe Bible True?

Asthe gpostle Peter succinctly put it: “For
prophecy never came by the will of man, but

holy men of God spoke as they were moved
by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). The apos-
tle Paul addsthat “all Scriptureisgiven by
ingpiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:15).

Itisinfaliblein the original written form.
However, these original writings are no
longer available—as we might expect for
abook whose youngest portions are about
2,000 yearsold. We dso believe that extra-
biblical evidence adequately confirms that
God involved Himsdlf in the preservation
and trandation of the Bible.

Intheworld of biblical trandation, the
term autograph refersto the original writ-
ings as God inspired them in the Hebrew
and Greek languages. For instance, an auto-
graph of the book of Revelation would be
John’s original writing in Greek.

A manuscript isahandwritten copy of
an autograph. Often amanuscript is severd
timesremoved from the origina. As an exam-
ple, people made copies of John's original
autograph of Revelation, then others made
copiesof these copies, and so on.

In spite of thelr rigoroustraining in this
profession, as scribes made copiesfrom
older copies at timesthey made errors, mostly
minor. Common among the types of errors
that are found in biblical manuscripts are mis-
spellings of namesand dight errorsin num-
bers. These errors are comparatively few, and
many have been corrected smply by compar-
ing manuscripts. There are between 4,000
and 5,000 copies of the New Testament in
Greek and many copies of the Old Testament
in Hebrew.

These minor copyist errors have had little
impact on the original inspiration God gave.
Carefully trained scribes employed the most
rigorous methodology in carrying out their
profession, but they were still human. Their
errorswere mostly of atechnical nature with
minimal impact. The Bibleasweknow it is
totally reliable in matters pertaining to our
salvation and God's plan for mankind.

However, this does not mean that al mod-
ern trandations are completely freefrom
error. Although noneis completely accurate,
some versions are more reliable than others.
The Good News generaly usesthe New
King James Version when quoting Scripture.
A helpful discussion of the relative merits
of various Bible trandations can be found
on pages 12 and 13 of our free booklet
How to Understand the Bible.
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Life Works Much Better
With the Right Instruction Manual.

ple. They need help with the many
problems, challenges and stresses of
everyday life, but aren’t sure where to turn.

You may not realize that
most families already own
the best self-help book
ever published. Millions of
copies have been published.
Its words have been around
for thousands of years. This
book is your Bible.

Although it's a perpetual best-seller, few
people take the time to read and study it.

I ife simply isn't working for many peo-

Making
Life Work
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But those who do take the time find that it’s

a timeless book, filled with practical, down-
to-earth advice from our Creator. It records

vital and profound lessons from real people.
It can help us see and avoid the pitfalls that
come with doing things our way.

It's filled with sound counsel on how to
have happy families, marriages and friend-
ships, how to properly rear children, how
to manage family finances and succeed on
the job, how to maintain your health, and
so much more. In short, it tells us how to
make life work.

In this booklet we've gathered and sum-
marized some of the Bible’s best advice on
these topics. Be sure to request your free
copy of Making Life Work today!
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