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Does Bible Prophecy Matter?

hebiblical record of prophecy islong and astound-

ingly accurate. No human seer could have accu-

rately predicted the remarkable rise and fal of kingdoms, Ieaders
and peoplesthat wefind in the Bible.

“For | am God,” He declares, “and thereisno other; | an God and
thereisnonelike Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from
ancient timesthingsthat are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall
sand...” (Isaiah 46:9-10). God done hasthe power to foretell the
future—and then bring it to pass.

But why does God reveal the future? One crucial reason isso we can
see the need to change. God revealsthe future so each of us, individualy,
can personally repent—change our way of living and begin living as
Hetellsusto—and avoid suffering God's judgment on the world
asthese prophetic events unfold. He tellsuswhat is coming to motivate
usto make the changes we need to makein our lives, both personaly
and nationaly.

God's pleadingswith ancient I srael and Judah are revealing. He sent
His prophet Ezekid with a heartfelt apped: “ Say to them: ‘Asl live says
the Lord Gob, ‘| have no pleasure in the deeth of the wicked, but that the
wicked turn fromhisway and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For
why shouldyou die. .. ?” (Ezekiel 33:11, emphasisadded throughout).

God doesn't want to punish anyone. But, like any loving parent, He
knowsthat sometimeswe need apainful lesson in discipline to prevent
even greater pain and suffering further down theline.

He has also given uslaws, summarized in the Ten Commandments,
that bring great blessings when we obey them—because they teach usa
way of lifethat showslovefor Him and for our fellow man (Matthew
22:37-40). These laws dso have opposite consegquences when weignore
or disobey them. When we break them, they inevitably bring painful
resultsand, in turn, break us. Sadly, few are willing to humbly submit
to God and dlow themselvesto learn thislesson.

Throughout HisWord, God reved sthe events, trends and conditions
that will engulf theworld at the time of the end. Near the end of the book
of Danidl isthewarning that thiswill be“atime of distresssuch ashas
not happened from the beginning of nations until then” (Daniel 12:1,
New International Version). The wholeworld will be overtaken by one
unprecedented disaster after another after another.

Notice Jesus Christ’s own description of the time leading up to His
return: “It will be atime of great distress, such asthere has never been
before since the beginning of theworld, and will never be again. If that
time of troubleswere not cut short, no living thing could survive; but
for the sake of God's chosen it will be cut short” (Matthew 24:21-22,
Revised English Bible). Thistimewill be so perilous, Hewarns, that
mankind will bein danger of extinction. Considering the remarkably
accurate prophecies of the Bible, this should surely get our attention.

God's prophecies are sure. He foretold the decline and fall of many
naionsfor their sns—including many of the leading nations and peoples
of our day. What about you? Will you be among them?

Notice alsoin Christ’'swarning the good newsthat, “ for the sake of
God'schosen;’ total annihilation won't come. These are the few who
truly believe God, and have the faith, courage and willingnessto act
onthat belief. They aretruly willing to repent—to changether lives, to
surrender to God, to give up everything, if necessary, to humbly submit
to and follow a God who has promised them everything in return.

Inthat most remarkable book of Bible prophecy He assuresthem, “He
who overcomes shall inherit all things, and | will be his God and he shall
beMy son” (Revelaion 21:7). What aloving promise from the Crestor
of dl things! Areyou willing to take the steps necessary to claimiit?

—Scott Ashley
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Can You Believe
Bible Prophecy?

God’s unerring prophecies of the kingdoms and empires of Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome all
came to pass in minute detail. If the Creator’s prophecies came true in centuries past, can you—
and should you—believe in Bible prophecy today?

by Jerold Aust

id you know that archaeologists

and historians dike have repeat-

edly verified specific Bible

prophecies made hundreds of

years before their fulfillment?
You probably haven't heard much about
this, becauseit's not the kind of factsthey
or most people are comfortable publicizing
or talking about.

Nevertheless, it'stime that you were made
aware of such propheciesand their fulfill-
ment, for they can help change your lifeand
prepare you for the events foretold regarding
our future.

God declaresthat His prophecies are sure:
“...lam God, and thereisnonelike Me,
declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times things that are not yet
done, saying, ‘My counsd shall stand . . "
(Isaiah 46:9-10).

He challenges any skeptic to do what He
does—prophesy the future and make it come
to pass! “‘ Present your case, the LORD says.
‘Bring forward your strong arguments . . .
Let them bring forth and declare to uswhat
isgoing to take place; asfor theformer
events, declare what they were, that we may
consider them, and know their outcome;
or announce to uswhat iscoming” (Isaiah
41:21-23, New American Standard Bible).

Why prophecy?

Between afourth and athird of the Bible
concerns prophecy, so God obvioudy consid-
ersit quiteimportant. But why did Heinspire
50 much prophecy to be recorded for us?

Onereasonisthat, as noted in these two
passages from I saiah, fulfilled prophecy
proves God's existence. No mere human
being can accurately and consistently predict
future eventsin great detail hundredsif not
thousands of years before they take place. Yet
the biblica prophets did so hundreds of times.

God revedled the future through these
human messengers, inspired those messages
to bewritten down and preserved for us,
and then He brought those very specific
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propheciesto pass—hundreds, sometimes
thousands, of yearslater. Nothing but adivine,
supernatural Being could possess such power.

But there are other important reasonsfor
prophecy, too. We might consider prophecy
asforetelling the result of mankind's
conduct, good or bad.

The bedrock of why prophecy exigtsis
based on the fundamental principlesof human
behavior found in Leviticus 26. Here God
reveal sthe outcome of human affairs depend-
ing on how people conduct themselvestoward
Him and each other.

Humanity iswithout excuse since God
makes HisWord availableto al people.
From Israel and Judah’s occasional

tion of God's power and wisdom, but it
presents His response to man’'s need.
“Sinceman isignorant of what aday may
bring forth, the revelation of God'swill for
the present and the disclosure of Hisplans
and purposes for the future are of ines-
timable benefit to the believer. In the light
of these facts, widespread neglect of biblical
prophecy isnot only tragic but inexcusable’
(The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, 1988,
p. 1040, “ Prophecy,” emphasis added).
Prophecy isnot givenin acapricious
manner. It is given to encourage therigh-
teousto strive for their reward and asawarn-
ing to those who persist in evil (see Hebrews
6:10; Matthew 13:43; 25:46; Mdachi 4:1).

Fulfilled prophecy proves God's existence. No mere
human being can accurately and consistently predict
future events in great detail hundreds if not thousands
of years before they take place. Yet the biblical
prophets did so hundreds of times.

obedience to God to their protracted whole-
salerebellion against Him, the Bibleisfull
of examplesthat show how Leviticus 26
isapivotal foundation underlying so much
of Bible prophecy.

The consequences of our actionsare
spelled out with crystd clarity in Bible
prophecy: Do well, reap blessings—do evil,
reap curses. Since God made us, He knows
how we can best function. Hislaws are
designed for usto enjoy happy, hedthy lives.
Leviticus 26 isamotivation to do well and
awarning to avoid evil. Prophecy isan
outgrowth of thisformula

Notice these points one respected Bible
dictionary makes regarding prophecy:
“Scripture plainly presents prediction asa
manifestation of God's power glorifying
His Person, exating His redemptive work in
Christ, and setting forth the divine character
of Hisrevealed Word. Scripture not only
presents the prophetic word as a demonstra-

God'sWord isfaithful, merciful and sure.

Prophecy keeps us on track

Exactly how do human beings bring bless-
ings or punishment on themselves? Consider
the example of King Saul of Isragl.

Saul was humble before he was anointed
asking over Israel. Slowly he strayed from
God. Finaly, God gave Saul adefining test
to reved Hisloyalty to Him: Go and com-
pletely destroy the mercilessAmalekites
(see 1l Samud 15).

God remembered that the Amalekites
had cravenly attacked the weak, the sick,
the elderly and the young years earlier
when Moses led the | sraglites through the
desert (Deuteronomy 25:17-19). And He
knew that such national traits are passed
down to succeeding generations. In God's
judgment, the Amalekiteswere so cruel and
heartlessthat, for the safety of other peoples
around them, they needed to be eliminated.
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God told Saul to carry out this sentence.

Saul attacked the Amalekites, but he didn’t
honor God'sinstructions completely. He let
dip God's earlier admonition to the entire
nation: “ If you fear the Loro and serve Him
and obey Hisvoice, and do not rebel against
the commandment of the Lorb, then both
you and the king who reigns over you will
continue following the LorDp your God.
However, if you do not obey the voice of the
Lorb, but rebel against the commandment of
the Lorb, then the hand of the Lorp will be
againgt you, asit was against your fathers’
(1 Samuel 12:14-15).

Saul failed the test. He did not completely

past. This can be helpful if welearn from
others’ mistakes. Asthe noted philosopher
George Santayana put it, “ Those who
cannot remember the past are condemned
to repeat it.”

Whileit'srelatively easy to dig up some
remnants of the past, and perhaps even to
extrapolate from the past some likely possi-
bilities regarding the future, accurately pre-
dicting the future is exceedingly difficult.

For example, parents with newborn babies
have no ideawhat their children will be
doing in 20 years. So consider how difficult
it would beto single out specific nations
when they are no more than small tribesand

The prophet Daniel foretold the rise of mighty empires such as
Greece and Rome hundreds of years before these events took place.
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The Parthenon in Athens, left, stands as a reminder of Greece’s
power much as the Colosseum in Rome represented Rome’s might.

from Daniel’stimeright up to the return
of Jesus Christ.

Yet at the end of the book God instructed
Daniel to “shut up thewords, and seal the
book until the time of the end; many shall
runto and fro, and knowledge shall increase”
(Daniel 12:4). Thisindicatesthat certain
major propheciesthat previousy wouldn't
have made sense will be understandable
asthe end approaches.

The accuracy of Danidl’s prophecies
of remotely distant eventsis spectacular.

For example, inthe“70 weeks’ prophecy
recorded in Daniel 9:24-27, “ Daniel predicts
the precise year of Christ's appearance and

destroy the Amalekites. Hefailed his people
and hefailed his Creator. God rejected

him asking, telling him through Samuel:
“...Rebdlionisasthe sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornnessisasiniquity and idolatry.
Because you have rgected the word of the
Lorp, He also hasrgected you from being
king” (1 Samuel 15:23).

Comparing 1 Samuel 12 with chapter 15,
the prophetic formulaworked flawlesdy.
Obedience brings afavorable outcome.
Disobedience brings an unfavorable one.

Thisiswhy it's so important that we
study hiblical prophecy: Prophecy benefits
humanity because it can help keep dl of us,
whether an individual, afamily or anation,
on track with God.

How doesit do this? Recognizing that
Bible prophecies have been fulfilled builds
faith—which not only helpsus believein
prophecy, but encourages us also to act
responsibly on thet belief.

Prophecy builds faith

Archaeol ogists and historians may spend
their lifetimes exploring or digging up the

then predict in detail what their end would
be! Thisisfar beyond any human being's
ability, yet that is precisely what Scripture
claimsto do.

Thewise build faith in the Bible and
its promises by investigating whether its
prophetic claims have proven accurate and
true. If the Bible's prophecies regarding
eventsthat have already transpired have been
proven true by archaeol ogists and historians,
doesn't it make sensefor usto pay close
attention to what Scripture sayswill yet
happen inthe future?

Daniel foretells rise and fall of empires

Many of the Bible's prophecies have been
validated—showing it to be the genuine
Word of God. Some of the major fulfilled
propheciesincludetheriseand fall of the
empiresthat would dominate the Middle
East for many centuries.

The Hebrew prophet Daniel, in the book
that bears his name, prophesied events ful-
filled many centuries ago aswell asmajor
events yet to come. Hisbook revealsa
history of the region, written in advance,

the beginning of hisministry inA.D. 27"
(Gleason Archer, The Expositor’'s Bible
Commentary, 1985, Vol. 7, p. 9).

Another amazing prophecy recorded by
Daniel ishisinterpretation of Nebuchadnez-
zar'sdream in chapter 2. Inthe second year
of hisreign the Babylonian king had atrou-
bling dream that none of his counselors
could explain. Babylonian culture placed
considerable emphasis on dreams, and Neb-
uchadnezzar was convinced that this one was
of great importance (Daniel 2:1-3).

Hisdream givesusa“disclosure of God's
plan for the agestill thefina triumph of
Chrigt” and “ presents the foreordained suc-
cession of world powersthat are to dominate
the Near East till thefind victory of the Mes-
sahinthelast days’ (Expositor’s, pp. 39, 46).

Without prior knowledge of its content,
Daniel explained the details of the dream to
Nebuchadnezzar: “ You, O king, were watch-
ing; and behold, agreat image! Thisgreat
image, whose splendor was excellent, stood
before you; and its form was avesome. This
image's head was of fine gold, its chest and
arms of silver, itsbelly and thighs of bronze,
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itslegsof iron, itsfeet partly of iron and
partly of clay” (Danidl 2:31-33).

Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that his Baby-
lonian Empire was represented by the head
of gold (verses 37-38). The silver, bronze and
iron components of theimage, or statue, rep-
resented three powerful empiresthat were
to follow mighty Babylon (verses 39-40).

Thisinterpretation provided an astounding
preview of history. Nebuchadnezzar's dream
occurred and wasinterpreted by Daniel
about 600 B.C. The image represented,
in symbolic form, the sequence of great
empiresthat would dominatethe region’s
political scenefor centuries.

Nearly al reputable biblical scholars agree

onwhat the other parts of theimage repre-
sented. Theimage's chest and arms of silver
represented the next empire, “Medo-Persia,
which began with Cyrusthe Great, who
conquered Babylonin539[B.C] .. "
(Expositor’s, p. 47). Thisempire defeated
Babylon and ruled the Middle East for the
next two centuries.

The belly and thighs of bronze symbol-
ized the next empire to dominate the area.
“The bronze empire was the Greco-Mace-
donian Empire established by Alexander
the Grest . . . The bronze kingdom lasted
for about 260 or 300 years beforeit was
supplanted by the fourth kingdom” (ibid.).

The rise of Rome
Then came the most dominant empire

of all, represented by theimage'slegs of
iron and feet of iron mixed with clay. “Iron
connotes toughness and ruthlessness and
describes the Roman Empire that reached
itswidest extent under the reign of Trgjan”
(ibid.). Trgjan reigned as emperor A.D. 98-
117, and the Roman Empireitself ruled for
many centuries.

The fourth empire was depicted as having

Daniel foretold the com-
ing of Alexander the
Great, depicted here
on a Greek coin mint-
ed during his reign,
twice in his prophet-
ic book, written cen-
turies before Alexan-
der was born. Scholars
have identified Alexander

as the “notable horn” in Daniel 8:5-8 and as
the “mighty king” in Daniel 11:3-4.

10 toes. The feet and toes were composed
partly of iron and partly of clay, asverse41
explains. What doesthis mean?

“Verse 41 dealswith alater phase or out-
growth of thisfourth empire, symbolized by
the feet and ten toes—made up of iron and
earthenware, afragile basefor the huge
monument. Thetext clearly impliesthat this
final phase will be marked by some sort of
federation rather than by apowerful single
realm” (ibid.). The Roman Empire, then,
iseventually prophesied to transition into
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afinal phase composed of acodlition or
federation of peoples and/or nations.
Additional aspects of this succession of

empireswererevealed to Daniel in alater
dream. Thistime the four enpireswererepre-
sented by four beagts: alion (Babylonian
Empire), abear (Medo-Persan Empire),
aleopard (Greco-Macedonian Empire) and
afourth beast described as“terrible” and
unlike the other three (Danid 7:1-7).

Notice what verse 7 says about this
fourth creature: “After this| saw in

the night visions, and behold, afourth

beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly

strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was

devouring, bresking in pieces, and
trampling the residue with itsfeet.”

What does this description mean?
This, too, isareference to the great power
of Rome, which crushed all who opposed
it. “Thus the superior power of the colos-
susof Rome. . . isemphasized inthe
symbolism of thisterrible fourth beast”
(Expositor’s, p. 87).

But notice that the next few verses,

9-14, take us seamlesdly right through
to Christ’s establishment of the Kingdom
of God on earth: “Then to Him was given
dominion and glory and akingdom, that
all peoples, nations, and languages should
serve Him. Hisdominionisan everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and
His kingdom the one which shall not be
destroyed” (verse 14).

Fulfilled Prophecies of Jesus Christ

hat could be more amazing than to read precise predictions of the events
of a person’s life hundreds of years before his birth? Surely that would be
amark of divine knowledge and involvement, wouldn't it?

The Old Testament is filled with just such prophecies—giving minute details
of the life of Jesus of Nazareth, providing overwhelming evidence that there is a
mind and power at work that far transcends the human mind. The accuracy of such
prophecies shows us why we can—and should—believe in Bible prophecy.

Psalm 89:3-4 prophesies that Jesus would be a descendant of King David: I have
made a covenant with My chosen, | have sworn to My servant David: Your seed | will
establish forever, and build up your throne to all generations.” Isaiah 11:1 similarly
prophesies that “there shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse [David's father],
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.” Jesus’ genealogies in Matthew 1 and Luke
3 verify that these prophecies were fulfilled.

God inspired Isaiah to tell us that Jesus would be born of a virgin: “Therefore the
Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son,
and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14; confirmed in Matthew 1:18-23).

Additionally, Jesus" birth in Bethlehem was foretold: “But you, Bethlehem Ephra-
thah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come
forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting” (Micah 5:2; confirmed in Matthew 2:1, 5-6).

Specifically, Jesus would live in Galilee (Isaiah 9:1-2) and in Nazareth: “Never-
theless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, as when at first He lightly
esteemed the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward more
heavily oppressed her, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, in Galilee
of the Gentiles” (Isaiah 9:1). Matthew verified that this prophecy was fulfilled
(Matthew 4:12-16).

6 The Good News

Jesus would be announced by an Elijah-like herald, John the Baptist: “The voice
of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lorp; make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and
hill brought low; the crooked places shall be made straight and the rough places
smooth; the glory of the Lorp shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for
the mouth of the Lorp has spoken” (Isaiah 40:3-5). Again, Matthew confirmed this
prophecy’s fulfillment (Matthew 3:1-3).

Jesus Christ's mission would include the Gentiles: “Behold! My Servant whom
[ uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! | have put My Spirit upon Him; He
will bring forth justice to the Gentiles” (Isaiah 42:1). Gospel writer Matthew, a Jew,
recognized Jesus' fulfillment of this specific prophecy: “Behold, My Servant whom
I have chosen, my Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased; | will put My Spirit upon
Him, and He will declare justice to the Gentiles . . . And in His name Gentiles will
trust” (Matthew 12:18, 21).

Other significant prophecies detailing the personal life and sacrifice of Jesus Christ
were written down hundreds of years before they happened. A friend of Jesus would
betray Him (compare Psalm 41:9 with Matthew 26:14-16). Jesus would die like a
criminal (compare Isaiah 53:9, 12 with Mark 15:27-28).A rich man would bury Him
in his own tomb (compare Isaiah 53:9 with Matthew 27:57-60).

Not one of Jesus' bones would be broken (compare Psalm 34:20 with John 19:32-
36). Soldiers would cast lots for His garments (compare Psalm 22:18 with John 19:24).
Jesus' side would be pierced (compare Zechariah 12:10 with John 19:34-37).

Al these prophecies and more were written about the life, sacrifice and death
of our Savior, hundreds of years before any of these events happened. There is no
question that you and | can believe in Bible prophecy, for the One who foretold such
important events is able to bring them about in every detail.



A Ruler's Actions Foretold More Than a Century Before They Happened

he Hebrew prophet Isaiah lived and prophesied in dangerous times. Through

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the Lorp God of

much of his ministry, the people and rulers of the kingdom of Judah had heaven has given me. And He has commanded me to build Him a house [temple]

vacillated between faithfulness to God and succumbing
to the sensuous appeal of the idolatry and paganism
that had long plagued the kingdom.

Through Isaiah and other prophets, God warned
that, unless the nation repented of their idolatry and
returned to Him, they would be invaded and forcibly
carried away into exile.

Perhaps most astonishing, though, is the fact that
God foretold the very name of the monarch who would
allow the Jews to return from exile and rebuild the
temple—well over a century before it happened!

The Babylonian Empire fell to Cyrus, leader of the
Medo-Persian Empire, in 539 B.C. Cyrus thus took over
the Babylonian Empire—including its thousands of
exiled Jews. He issued a decree, recorded in Ezra 1:2-
4, that the Jews in Babylon could return to Jerusalem:

What isthistelling us? That this Roman
systemwill exist again at the time of theend
when Jesus Chrigt returnsto rule the earth.
The system has never completely gone away.
It has continued through periodic revivals
over the centuries—and thefinal revival of
thisempirewill fight Christ at His coming.

Revelation 17 also helps usin understand-
ing how thiswill take place. In this chapter
another beast is mentioned, and its 10 horns
are specifically identified as symbolizing
“ten kings who have received no kingdom
asyet, but they receive authority for one
hour askingswith the beast” (verse 12).

These 10 rulers* are of one mind, and they
will give their power and authority to the
beast” (verse 13). Thisfinal phase or revival
of the Roman Empirewill lead directly
into Christ’sreturn, because these 10 rulers
“make war with the Lamb”—Jesus Christ—
at Hisreturn to earth (verse 14).

All of this concurswith Daniel 2:41-43,
which explainsthe meaning of theimagein
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream having feet of iron
mixed with clay. “ Just asyou saw that the
feet and toes were partly of baked clay and
partly of iron, so thiswill be adivided king-
dom.. . . thiskingdom will be partly strong
and partly brittle. . . the people will bea
mixture and will not remain united, any
more than iron mixeswith clay” (New
International Version).

The rulers and nations that make up this
final federation, then, will be of different
peoples. Thisunwieldy confederation will
be difficult to hold together, and indeed it
will not last long. Aswe saw in Revelation
17, Jesus Christ will destroy thisdliance at
Hisreturn: “And in the days of these kings
the God of heaven will set up akingdom
which shall never be destroyed; and the
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The cylinder of Cyrus (538 B.C.), king of Per-
sia, records his conquest of Babylon and
policy of religious tolerance. He decreed
that the Jewish exiles taken captive by the
Babylonians could return to their land and
rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. The arti-
fact is now on dlisplay in the British Museum.

kingdom shall not be Ieft to other people;
it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever”
(Daniel 2:44).

The greater part of these prophetic events,
as detailed by thetwo dreamsrecorded in
Daniel, has aready been fulfilled. Their
detailed completion affirms the divine ingpi-
ration of the Bible. The odds of any person
foreseeing this on his own defy credibility.
AsDaniel explains, “ThereisaGod in
heaven who reveals secrets, and He has
made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what
will beinthelatter days’ (Daniel 2:28).

Will future prophecies come to pass?

Since God has brought to pass His
prophecies pertaining to events now past,
who are we to presume He can't bring about
His prophecies of events still future? Let’s
outline the mgjor events prophesied to
happen in these and related prophecies that
will dramatically changetheworld inthe
coming years.

* God saysthat therise of thisend-time
world government (symbolized by a“ beast”
in Daniel 7 and Revelation 13 and 17) will
bring about atime called the “ great tribula-
tion” (Matthew 24:21; Revelation 7:14)—
atime of global turmoil unparalleledin
human history.

* He also calsthe human head of thisend-
time power “the beast” (Revelation 17:12-
13) and tells us that a powerful religiousfig-
ure called “the false prophet” will work in
conjunction with the Beast to incite agresat
persecution of those who do not submit to
the authority of this system, including true
Chrigtians (Revelation 19:20; 13:15).

* At theright time, God promisesto send
Jesus Chrigt, the Messiah, back to earth to

at Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is among you of all
His people? May his God be with him, and let him go
up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house
of the Lorp God of Israel (He is God), which is in
Jerusalem” (Ezra 1:2-3).

The temple reconstruction began in 536 B.C. and
was completed in 516—70 years after the destruction
of the first temple during the Babylonian conquest
of Jerusalem. And amazingly, it was made possible
by a king named by the prophet Isaiah more than
a century earlier.

Notice God's remarkable prophecy in Isaiah 44:24,
28: “Thus says the Lorp . . . Who says of Cyrus, ‘He
is My shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure,
saying to Jerusalem, “You shall be built,” and to the
temple, “Your foundation shall be laid. """

save mankind from itself by waging war
against the Beast, the False Prophet and their
end-time empire (Revelation 19).

* After Christ destroysthese evil human
beings and their forces, He will then direct
His attention to Satan and the demons and
remove them and their unseen, unrecognized
influence and power (Revelation 20:1-3).

o Christ will then becomethe ruler over
the earth, and His government will be estab-
lished on earth for 1,000 years and more.

All these things are prophesied to teke
place—and they surely will.

We have addressed only afew of the
propheciesrecorded in the Bible, sure
prophecies of God that cameto pass. The
Scriptures contain many more such prophe-
ciesthat could well directly affect your life
and thelives of your family.

Will you take them to heart, believe God
and heed Hiswarnings of the dangerous
timesahead? Gn

Recommended Reading

You canbelieve in Bible prophecy,
for God's Word is true and |
sure and He cannot lie. To help
you better understand Bible
prophecy, we've prepared thor-
oughly researched, eye-opening
booklets on major aspects of
these prophecies. Request or
download your free copies of The
Middle East in Bible Prophecy,
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy, The Book of Reve-
lation Unveiled and The Gospel of the Kingdom. Also, to
better understand the prophesied trends taking place in
today’s world, request your free subscription to our
monthly newsletter World News & Prophecy.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at
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The Bible Was Right After All

Bible critics and skeptics abound, but there are inspiring cases of some who have changed
their minds. What kind of evidence brought about their surprising turnarounds?

by Mario Seiglie

y al accounts, Lee Strobel was

an ardent Bible critic. This award-
winning journalist of the Chicago
Tribunedidn’'t believein God or
the Bible. Having graduated from
Yale Law School, he had honed hisskillsin
reporting important legal casesand had little
respect for the Holy Scriptures.

“For much of my life” hewrites, “1 wasa
skeptic. Infact, | considered mysdlf an atheist.
To me, therewas far too much evidence that
God was merely aproduct of wishful think-
ing, of ancient mythology, of primitive super-
dition” (The Casefor Chrigt, 1998, p. 13).

Yet he cameto admit there was ahidden
reason for his skepticism about God and
Chrigtianity: “I had read just enough philos-
ophy and history to find support for my
skepticism—afact here, ascientific theory
there, apithy quote, a clever argument. Sure,
| could see some gaps and inconsistencies,
but I had a strong motivation to ignore them:
asdf-serving and immoral lifestyle that
| would be compelled to abandon if | were
ever to change my views and become
afollower of Jesus’ (ibid.).

Accepting achallenge from hiswife, how-
ever, helaunched into athorough investiga-
tion concerning God, the Bible and Jesus
Christ. “1 plunged into the case,” he contin-
ues, “with more vigor than with any story
| had ever pursued. | applied thetraining
| hed received at Yale Law School aswell
asmy experience aslega affairs editor of
the Chicago Tribune. And over time the evi-
dence of the world—of history, of science,
of philosophy, of psychology—began to
point to the unthinkable” (p. 14).

The“unthinkable” for Mr. Strobel meant
reluctantly accepting he had been wrong. He
spent two years carefully gathering evidence
asif hewere conducting acourt tria, includ-
ing interviewing 13 leading scholars with
impeccable credentids. The results stunned
him, and he grudgingly accepted that the
Bible was true and that Jesus Christ wasthe
Son of God. Asaconsequence, he mentions
in hishook, he became a Christian.

How many times have similar situations
occurred? Many intelligent skeptics, when
challenged to carefully examinethe casefor
God and the Bible, have eventually cometo
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accept the evidence that God exists and the
Biblewasright after dl. What kind of evi-
dence did they find to convince them? Here
are some more examples.

An astronomer considers the evidence

Allan Sandage, one of theworld's leading
astronomers, was another skeptic about
aGod who could create the universe.

theory gained ground, his colleagues became
increasingly angry. “Infact,” he comments,
“some prominent scientists began to feel the
sameirritation over the expanding universe
that Albert Einstein had expressed earlier.
Arthur Eddington [afamous British astron-
omer] wrotein 1931, ‘I have no axeto grind
in thisdiscussion, but the notion of abegin-
ning isrepugnant tome'” (1978, p. 112,
emphasis added).

Mr. Jastrow summarizes what the
astronomers found annoying: “A sound
explanation may exist for the explosive birth
of our Universe; but if it does, science cannot
find out what the explanation is. The scien-
tist’s pursuit of the past endsin the moment
of cregtion. Thisisan exceedingly strange
development, unexpected by all but the the-
ologians. They have aways accepted the
word of the Bible: ‘In the beginning God
created heaven and earth.’ It is unexpected
because science has had such extraordinary
successin tracing the chain of cause and
effect backward intime,

“Now we would liketo pursue that inquiry

“A sound explanation may exist for the explosive
birth of our Universe; but if it does, science cannot
find out what the explanation is.”

During the 20th century, astronomers such
as Dr. Sandage hed two main astronomical
modelsthat attempted to explainthe origins
of theuniverse. Thefirst wasthe “ steady state”
theory, which postul ated the universe had
no beginning and matter had aways existed.
The second wasthe “big bang” theory, which
described the universe, composed of energy
and matter, as having cometo existence a a
given moment in time. Today, asmore astro-
nomica evidence has cometo light, the big
bang theory has convincingly won out.

At firg, thisfinding made many scientists
uncomfortable. They felt the datathey col-
lected led to astrikingly similar conclusion
to the opening wordsin Genesis 1:1—“In
the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.”

Moreover, aformer director of NASA,
Robert Jastrow, remarked in hisbook God
and the Astronomers that, asthe big bang

farther back in time, but the barrier to further
progress seemsinsurmountable. Itisnot a
matter of another year, another decade of
work, another measurement, or another the-
ory; a thismoment it seems as though sci-
ence will never be ableto raisethe curtain
on the mystery of creation.

“For the scientist who haslived by his
faith in the power of reason, the story ends
like abad dream. He has scaled the moun-
tains of ignorance; heis about to conquer
the highest peak; as he pulls himself over
thefina rock, heis greeted by aband of
theologians who have been sitting there
for centuries’ (p. 116).

In 1998, Allan Sandage met with other
astronomers at aconferencein Berkeley,
Cdifornia, and admitted that contemplating
the mgjesty of the big bang theory had
helped make him abeliever in God. He was
willing to accept that creation could only
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be explained asamiracle from God.

“Not that long ago,” says U.S News and
World Report, “such acomment from an
establishment scientist would have been
shocking . . . Today, ‘intellectuas are begin-
ning to find it respectable to talk about how
physical law seemsto favor life, noteslan
Barbour, a professor of both religion and
physicsat Carleton College, in Northfield,
Minnesota’ (“ Scientists and Theologians
Find Common Ground,” July 20, 1998,
onlineedition, p. 2).

The crumbling theory of evolution

Law professor Philip Johnson of the Uni-
versity of Californiaat Berkeley was another
skeptic about God and the Bible.

He reminisces about how hislifewas
changed in 1987 when he went on a sab-
batical leave to the University of London.
Browsing through a bookstore, an intriguing
title caught his eye—The Blind Watchmaker,
by noted British biologist Richard Dawkins.

Up to thistime, Professor Johnson had
believed the theory of evolution satisfactorily
explained the origin of life. Then heread this
popular book that fiercely defended the evo-
[utionary theory by an author who relegated
those who believed in God and the Bible as
being “ignorant, stupid or insane (or wicked,
but I'd rather not consider that)” (Darwin
onTrial, 1993, p. 9).

Asalaw professor, Dr. Johnson was
surprised by the lack of objective evidence
for the theory and became suspicious when
he read the heated and demeaning attacks
against those who doubted the theory.

“Thetheory,” hewrites, “is sustained
largely by apropaganda campaign that relies
on all theusual tricks of rhetorica persua
sion: hidden assumptions, question-begging
statements of what isat issue, termsthat are
vaguely defined and change their meaning,
attacks on straw men, selective citation of
evidence, and so on. Thetheory isaso pro-
tected by itscultural importance. It isthe
officially sanctioned crestion story of mod-
ern society, and publicly funded educational
authorities spare no effort to persuade the
publicto believeinit” (Objection Sustained,
1998, p. 9).

So began the “intelligent design” move-
ment, which has gained many adherents
among scientists and educators. “ Backers of
theintelligent design,” reports The New York
Times, “organized university-sanctioned con-
ferencesat Yae and Baylor last year and the
movement has spawned at least one university
student organi zation—called Intelligent
Design and Evolution Awareness, or the
IDEA club—at the University of Cdifornia
in San Diego” (* Evolutionists Battle New

Theory on Cregtion,” online edition, April 8,
2001, p. 2).

Asaresult of hisresearch, Philip Johnson
cameto confirm his belief in God and the
vaidity of the Bible.

Ahead of its time regarding environment

The subject of ecology, the science of pre-
serving the natural environment, might not
appear to have anything to do with God and
the Bible—but it does. Despite the critics,
the Scriptureswere well ahead of their time.

In 1962, Rachel Carson published a book,
Slent Soring, documenting the harm pesti-
cides were causing in the countryside. Soon
an environmental movement started that
awakened the world to man’s destruction
of the environment through pesticides,

incidence of infectious fevers and diseases
such as cholera, spirochetal jaundice, polio-
encephalitis, and bubonic plague. The legis-
lation wasthefirst of itskind to recognize
that infection could be transmitted by both
food and water” (ibid.).

Today one of the greatest dangersto the
environment is the indiscriminate cutting of
treesthat depletesforests, increases erosion
and destroys many of the animal habitats.
The Bible talks about tree conservation
when it says, “When you besiege acity
for along time, while making war against
it to takeit, you shall not destroy itstrees
by wielding an axe against them . .
(Deuteronomy 20:19-20).

Unlike other ancient peopleswho disre-
garded the environment, the Isragliteswere

“The theory [of evolution] is sustained largely by a propa-
ganda campaign that relies on all the usual tricks . . .:
hidden assumptions, question-begging statements. . .,
terms that are vaguely defined and change their meaning,
... selective citation of evidence, and so on.”

industrial waste, deforestation and pollution.
Before thistime, it seemed asif the earth
had endless resources and was invulnerable
to man’s activities.

Now everyoneis aware of theissue—and
many are quite concerned. Yet the Bible had
aready laid out basic principlesto avoid
contaminating one's surroundings. Regard-
ing human waste disposdl, it said: “. . . You
shall have a place outside the camp, where
you may go out; and you shal have an
implement among your equipment, and
when you sit down outside, you shall dig
with it and turn and cover your refuse”
(Deuteronomy 23:12-13).

This process of properly eliminating
human waste ensured the environment
would be preserved without breeding dis-
eases. ‘It isanoteworthy attempt,” says The
International Sandard Bible Encyclopedia,
“to control the spread of such insect-borne
diseases as ophthalmiaand poliomydlitis’
(1982, Val. 2, p. 644, “Hed").

Another law that served to contain the
spread of harmful pathogensisfoundin
Leviticus11:35-36: “. . . Everything on
which apart of any such carcassfalls shall
be unclean; whether it isan oven or cooking
stove, it shall be broken down; for they are
unclean, and shall be unclean to you. Never-
thelessaspring or acistern, in which thereis
plenty of water, shal be clean, but whatever
touches any such carcass becomes unclean.”

“Observance of theserules,” notesthe
same encyclopedia, “would reduce the

exhorted by God to regard trees, especialy
fruit trees, asavauableresourceto be
preserved and not to be indiscriminately
destroyed.

Yet another biblical example of an ecolog-
ical principleisfound in Deuteronomy 22:6-
7. “If abird's nest happensto be before you
along theway, in any tree or on the ground,
with young ones or eggs, with the mother
sitting on the young or on the eggs, you shall
not take the mother with the young; you
shall surely let the mother go, and take the
young for yourself that it may be well with
you and that you may prolong your days”

God gavethis principlefor the preserva
tion of the species. He commanded that the
mother bird be protected so she could breed
again to quickly replenish the species. This
law wasto prevent species from being con-
sumed into extinction—as has happened to
some through man's careless disregard of
such laws.

We can be thankful that many of these
laws of conservation have now been discov-
ered by scientists and are being applied
throughout much of the world. Treesare
carefully preserved and, when cut down,
new ones are planted in their place. Sewage
isnow properly disposed of in many aress,
and animalsthat breed are valued and pro-
tected so they can replenish their species.

Digging up proof through archaeology

William Ramsay, an early 20th-century
British scholar, was born to atheist parents—
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and then proudly followed in their footsteps.
Thiseminent professor of humanitiesdili-
gently prepared himsdlf in the fields of
archaeol ogy and geography before departing
for the Middle East and AsiaMinor to prove
the Bible wasfull of myths. He was sure he
would succeed in debunking the Bible by
carefully applying the scientific method to
the historical aspects of the biblical accounts.

After aquarter century of researchin the
Holy Land and AsiaMinor and carefully
retracing the narratives of the Bible, espe-
cialy those of the book of Acts, thisfamous
unbeliever astounded the intellectual world
by announcing he had converted to Chris-
tianity. He confessed thisradica change was
greatly dueto the surprising accuracy he had
found in Luke's accountsin the book of Acts.

“Lukeisahigtorian of thefirst rank,” he
concluded. “Not merely are his statements
of fact trustworthy, heis possessed of the
true historic sense. . . In short this author
should be placed along with the very greatest
of historians’ (The Bearing of Recent Dis-
covery on the Trustworthiness of the New
Testament, 1953, p. 80).

Ramsay wrote many books on the histori-
cal and geographica accuracy of Actsand
the Epistles of Paul and was knighted for
his contributionsin the fields of archaeology

and geography.
Health and the Bible

Many physicians are skeptical about the
medical worth of the hedlth lavsinthe Bible,
but there are important modern practices
that have derived from these for which they
should be grateful.

Inthe Middle Ages, two of the most terri-
ble plaguesto &fflict Europe were the Black
Deeth and leprosy. Onethird of al Euro-
peansdied in the 14th century asaresult.

Dr. George Rosen, aprofessor of public
hedlth at Columbia University, wrote about
the horrors of these plagues. “Leprosy cast the
greatest blight that threw its shadow over the
daily life of medieval humanity. Fear of all
other diseasestaken together can hardly be
compared to the terror spread by leprosy. Not
even the Black Death in the 14th century or
the appearance of syphilistoward the end of
the 15th century produced asimilar sate of
fright” (History of Public Health, 1958, p. 62).

Physicianstried everything, but failed to
control these terrible plagues. Some medical
doctorsthought they were aresult of eating
hot food, garlic or sick pigs. Othersbelieved
they were aresult of an evil conjunction
of the planets.

How were these devastating plagues
halted? L eadership was taken by the
church,” adds Dr. Rosen, “asthe physicians
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had nothing to offer. The church took asits
guiding principle the concept of contagion
asembodied inthe Old Testament. Thisidea
and its practical consequences are defined
with great clarity in the book of Leviticus.
Oncethe condition of leprosy had been
established, the patient was to be segregated
and excluded from the community . . . It
accomplished thefirst gresat feat in methodi-
ca eradication of the disease” (p. 63).
Seeing the positive results on leprosy,
European countries used the same proce-
duresto combat the Black Death—known
today asthe bubonic plague—and were able
to stem the disease. Millions of liveswere
saved by applying thisbiblical injunction:
“Now the leper on whom the soreis, his

“Judt for Sarters, they have significantly
lower blood pressure, are hospitalized less,
recover from surgery faster, have stronger
immune systems, and arelikely to live longer.
Emotional hedlth aso benefits: family lifeis
better and depressionislower in those with
faith” (online edition, Nov. 20, 1999, p. 2).

Time to examine the evidence

Therewill aways be Bible skeptics—
for they know much isat stake. History
has shown thet civilizations rise and fall
according to thelir prevailing beliefs.

Infact, the ancient Greek civilization
fell in part because philosophers began
to ridicule the notion that gods lived atop
nearby Mount Olympus. Although the Bible
makesit clear that these religious beliefs
were wrong, many Greeks associated them
with the moral underpinnings of society,
and the result was arelaxing of the nation’s
morals. Asthe Greeks experienced, when
doubt and absolute liberty to do asone
pleases setsin, moral degeneration isnot
far behind, and then ageneral weakening of
the nation’s resolve can lead to a successful
invasion fromits enemies.

Today, we are harvesting the seeds of more
than acentury of skepticism. Weliveinan
increasingly lawless and degenerate society.
Some skeptics should know better, but as
Lee Strobel put it, they are not willing to give
up “asdf-serving and immoral lifestyle.”

How were these devastating plagues halted? The
church took as its guiding principle the concept
of contagion as embodied in the Old Testament.

clothes shdl betorn and hishead bare.. . .
He shall be unclean. All the days he hasthe
sore he shall be unclean. Heisunclean, and
he shall dwell done; hisdwelling shall be
outside the camp” (Leviticus 13:45-46).

Furthermore, another aspect thet biblica
skeptics have ceded ground on isthe beneficia
effectsreligion hason hedlth.

Harold Koenig is director of Duke Univer-
sity’s prestigious Center for the Study of
Religion/Spirituality and Hedlth. In recent
decades Dr. Koenig and histeam of scientists
have conducted numerous studies that indi-
catereligiousinvolvement is associated with
better hedlth.

Anarticlein Christianity Today titled
“Take Ten Commandmentsand Call Mein
the Morning” mentioned the results of these
studies. “Using both anecdotal and research
data, Koenig demonstrates that thereis
ample evidence to show that people who reg-
ularly attend church, pray, read, and put into
practice what the Bible or their faith teaches
areoverd| healthier.

Yet, in spite of al the secular criticswho
rail against God and the Bible, there are
somewho, by carefully examining the evi-
dence of theworld that surrounds them—
beit history, astronomy, archaeology or
health—finally cometo the conclusion that
the Bible wasright after all. Then begins
agreat adventure, for beyond believing it
comesthe hard part of trying to liveit—
whichisto the lasting benefit of al. 6w

Recommended Reading

The Bible has nothing to fear from
its critics—after all, they've been "
proven wrong time and time |

again. Many sciences have proven
the accuracy and validity of the
Bible. Don't you think it's about
time you considered the evi-
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free booklet /s the Bible True?
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America and Britain’s Global
Reach—Prophesied in the Bible?

The United States and Britain combined to defeat European tyranny in two world wars,
then Iraqgi tyranny twice in the last 12 years. Why has it fallen to them to police the world?

by Melvin Rhodes

ormer British Prime Minister

Margaret Thatcher inadvertently

predicted the outcome of the second

Persian Gulf war 10 years beforeit
wasfought. Interviewed on an American
breakfast television program, she observed:
“The gresat lesson of the 20th century isthat
whenever the American and British peoples
stand together, they dwayswin.”

Certainly in thefirst two wars of this new
century inwhich both were involved, they
alsowon. Thevictoriousaliestriumphed
over the Ildamic fundamentalist Taliban
in Afghanistan and over thefascist regime
of Saddam Husseinin Irag.

Prior to the 20th century, the great 19th-
century German Chancellor Otto von Bis-
marck predicted that the most important
geopolitica fact of the coming 20th century
wasthat Britain and America spoke the
same language. Thiswasto prove fateful
for the German-speaking peoples, defeated
in two world wars by the two mgjor
English-spesking nations and their dlies.

Britain and Americado not always spesk
the same language, of course. Sir Winston
Churchill, whose father was British and
mother American, quipped that British and
Americanswere “ separated by acommon
language.” There are many subtle differ-
ences between the two languages (aswith
English elsawhere around the world) that
can lead to misunderstandings.

Americaand Britain do not aways speak
the samelanguagein afigurative sense
either. Their national interests sometimes
fall to coincide. Geographica location has
alot to do with this—the British sometimes
seeing things more from a European per-
spective. Thishasincreasingly been the case
since Britain joined the European Union
(formerly the EEC) in 1973. Many Britons
remain fully committed to the ideds of
European unity, though many othersare
either anti-European or skeptical at best.

But Mrs. Thatcher’s dictum remains

Royal Air Force

true nonetheless. In both world wars and
throughout the Cold War, the United States
and Britain usualy fought together—and
won. Two notable defeats were Vietnam
(which Britain stayed out of) and the 1956
Suez Crisis (whereAmerica's president

did not support British action against Egypt
after Egypt nationalized the British- and
French-owned Suez Candl). These two

whom the 12 tribes of Isragl are descended.
The descendants of one of those sons,
Judah, are known today as Jews. So are
those who remained with the tribe of Judah
at the ancient breakup of the nation. After
the death of King Solomon, the Kingdom of
Israel withits 12 tribeswas divided into two
separate kingdoms—the southern kingdom
of Judah (comprising Judah, Benjamin and

whenever the American and British peoples stand

together, they always win.

failures only serve to underscore the truth
of Mrs. Thatcher's observation.
Sheintuitively understood something
that was revealed in your Bible thousands
of yearsago. It'saprophecy about the
“|atter days’ and the global role the United
States and the United Kingdom would play.

Joseph'’s historic role

In Genesis49 we seethehiblica patri-
arch Jacob, grandson of Abraham, calling
his sonstogether that he might tell them
what would happen to them “in the last
days’ (verse 1). Jacob, whose name God
had changed to |sradl, had 12 sonsfrom

n

many of the L evites) and the northern king-
dom of Israel, made up of therest of the
tribes (see 1 Kings 12; 2 Chronicles 10-11).

The northern kingdom of Isragl was
taken into captivity by the Assyrian Empire
in the eighth century B.C., more than acen-
tury before the peoples of Judah met asimi-
lar fate a the hands of the Babylonians.
While many of the Jews later returned from
their exile, and those who didn't at least
retained their national identity, the 10
northern tribes forgot their identity over
time and have been logt to theworld. They
arenow calledthe“logt 10 tribes of Isragl”
inworld history.
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Whilethey werelogt to theworld, they were
not logt to God. In Genesis49 we note that
God foretelsthe destiny of thesetribes“in
thelast days’ prior to Chrigt’sreturn—in other
words, in our time, now. God knowswherethe
descendants of these ancient tribes are today,
and He knew thousands of yearsago the
sgnificant role they would play at thistime.

In verse 22 we begin reading adescription
of the destiny of the descendants of Joseph,
the foremost of the 12 tribes. “Josephisa
fruitful bough, afruitful bough by awell; his
branches run over thewall.” God was here
using symbolism to point out that the physi-
cal descendants of Joseph were destined to
be afruitful people, aproductive people who
would spread and bring economic prosperity
and development wherever they went.

In the previous chapter, chapter 48, we
read more detail about Joseph’s destiny.
Jacob, the grandfather, hereisgiving his
blessing to the two sons of Joseph, promising
them future greatness. Although Jacob had
12 sons, Joseph was hisfavorite. Through
Joseph, Jacob would pass on the great bless-
ings God had originaly promised his grand-
father, Abraham. Of Joseph’s two sons, Jacob
says, “Blessthelads; let my name be named
upon them, and the name of my fathersAbra
ham and | saac; and et them grow into a mul-
titudein the midst of the earth” (Genesis
48:16, emphasis added throughott).

youngest son, Ephraim. The custom of primo-
geniture, whereby the eldest boy receivesthe
bulk of the birthright, was overridden here by
divine prerogative.

Under God'sinspiration, Jacob foretold
that Ephraim wasto become “amultitude of
nations’ while Manasseh wasto “becomea
people, and he also shall be greet; but truly
hisyounger brother shall be greater than
he.. . (Genesis48:19). “And thus he set
Ephraim before Manasseh” (verse 20).

The multitude of nationswas to become
great beforethe great single people. 1t would
aso be greater in size, wedth and duration.
This prophecy clearly was never fulfilled
in the Jewish people.

It was, however, fulfilled in the British
Empire and the United Sates of America—
two brother nationsthat are, in fact, the mod-
ern descendants of the tribe of Joseph (for
moreinformation and detailed historical
proof, be sure to request or download our
free booklet The United Siates and Britain
in Bible Prophecy).

The United States has been the dominant
nation in theworld snceWorld Wer 11, a
period of amost 60 years. But before Ameri-
can preeminence, the British Empire wasthe
dominant power for two centuries. Insizeand
population the British Empire was grester than
the United States. British territory a the fullest
extent of the empiretotaled 13.9 million

This prophecy clearly was never fulfilled in the Jewish
people. It was, however, fulfilled in the British Empire
and the United States of America.

We should take careful note of the wording
here. “Let my name be named on them.”
What was Jacob's name? God changed his
namefrom Jacobto Israel (Genesis 32:28).
Israel (Jacob) isthe father of the 12 tribes of
Israel. The Jews are only asmall fraction of
those tribes. The modern Jewish nationinthe
Middle East calsitsdf Isradl, but that isin
some ways amisnomer. Whilethe land of
Israel isabiblical designation for thisterri-
tory, the Jewish people who live there today
are descendants of those who made up the
ancient kingdom of Judah. The descendants
of the northern kingdom of Israel, the 10 lost
tribes, by and large live elsawhere.

A great nation and a multitude of nations

Jacob'snew name, Isragl, wasto be carried
by hisfavorite son and histwo boys, Man-
asseh and Ephraim. Regarding these, Jacob
upset his son Joseph by promising the greater
part of the birthright promise, theinheritance
passed down from Abraham through I ssec to
Jacob and now to Joseph’stwo sons, to the
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square miles. America stoday is3.9 million,
10millionless. Americd's populationisaso
gmaller than wasthet of the British Empire.

Although the prophecy in Genesis 48
shows that the British Empire, “amultitude
of nations,” and the United States, the great
single nation, were to be separate politica
entities, the following chapter does not
mention Ephraim or Manasseh. Rather, the
prophetic term used to describe both of these
peoples“inthelast days’ is Joseph, their
shared common ancestor.

Genesis49:22 foretells that Joseph would
be fruitful, bringing economic development
wherever his descendants went. \WWhen we
look at the British Empire a century ago, and
at the United States as the American people
moved westward, we see that this has been
very much the case.

Verses 23 and 24 of Genesis49 add afur-
ther prophecy of the role these two peoples
would fulfill. “The archers have bitterly
grieved him, shot at him and hated him. But
his bow remained in strength, and the arms

of hishands were made strong by the hands
of the Mighty God of Jacab . . ”

Herewe seeamgor military rolefor
Joseph. Theimplication of these versesis
that the descendants of Joseph would fight
many conflicts against those who envied and
hated them, but that God would give them
victory. Interestingly, theterm “ archers’ is
used, suggesting attacks from afar. One of
the great blessings the British and American
peoples have enjoyed isalong period of
peace at home. The warsthey have fought
generally have been oversess, sparing their
own people from much of the suffering that
comes from conflict.

Joseph’s historic mission

When welook back at the wars the United
States and Britain have fought, we find acom-
mon theme. These two nations have fulfilled
acommon purpose. At firg it wasthe British
Empirethat that fulfilled this destiny, fol-
lowed by the British Commonweath—
independent nationsincluding Austraia, Can-
ada, New Zedand and South Africa, together
with the coloniesruled by Britain itself.

Since World War |1 the United States has
supplanted Britain inthisrole, but Britain
and oftentimes those same Commonweslth
nations have supported the United States as
junior partnersin an dliance of common pur-
pose. Inthelatest conflict, Austraiawas the
third military force supporting the United
Statesand Britain.

What hasthat purpose been?

To understand this, we have to go back to
the time of the Protestant Reformation in the
16th century. During atumultuous periodin
English history, the nation was able to break
away from the Church of Rome, initialy
under King Henry V111, but more completely
under the rule of hisdaughter, the first Queen
Elizabeth (1558-1603). Thisyear marksthe
400th anniversary of her degth, the passing
of one of the most significant monarchsin
world history.

The Protestant Reformation drew itsname
from the fact that many were protesting
againg the corruption of the Roman church
and the church’s hierarchy. They broke the
power of Rome, which for more than 1,000
years had dominated and held back the devel-
opment of the continent of Europe. Not only
did these reformers break Rome's authority,
they also gave usthe Bible, abanned book
under the Roman church.

The enthusiasm with which the people
greeted the publication of the King James
Biblein 1611 lasted for centuries, right up
until 1900, thefirst year in which more secu-
lar bookswere published in England than
books of areligious nature.



This English trandation of the Bible
gave peopleideasthat led to fundamental
changesin society, including itsform
of governance. Democratic institutions,
aready in place, were gradually strength-
ened as an educated and self-disciplined
Chrigtian peopleincreasingly beganto rule
themselves. Wherever the British settled in
the world, they took with them their Bibles
and established parliaments. Thirteen of
these parliaments (or Houses of Assembly,
or House of Burgesses) later formed the
United States of America.

Fighting for freedom

Meanwhile, continental Europe remained
largely under the influence of the Church of
Rome, with absolute monarchs claiming rule
by “divineright” Encouraged by the Roman
church, some of these monarchs attempted to
bring England back under Rome's authority.

King Philip Il of Spain, the most powerful
monarch in the world at the time, launched
the Spanish Armadaagainst England in
1588—and lost. Many similar struggles
would take placein the following centuries
against theforces of despotism. At first these
warswere mainly, or partly, over religion.

L ater, as Britain became a global power, they
were mostly againgt tyrants and despotstry-
ing to expand their control over other nations
and peoples.

Often the historic role of the British peoples
wasto fight for freedom against despotism. A
cornerstone of British foreign policy for four
centurieswasto stay out of Europe and con-
centrate on itsempire beyond the seas. The
only times Britain would involveitsdlf in
European affairs was when one European
country was becoming so powerful it threst-
ened the balance of power on the continent.

Through the centuries the British (and later
the nations of the British Empire) thwarted,
among others:

* Theforcesof Louis XIV of France, who
tried to extend hisinfluenceinto the Iberian
Peninsula during the War of the Spanish
Succession.

* Hisgreat-grandson Louis XV who tried
to conquer the American colonies during the
French and Indian Wars (1755-63).

* Napoleon, who brought two decades of
war to Europein hisattempt at continental
subjugation, ending in 1815.

* Russian Czar Nicholas|, who attempted
to take over the crumbling Turkish Empire
in the Crimean War (1854-56), amove that
would have given Russia control over the
Middle East.

o Kaiser Wilhelm 11, who tried to dominate
EuropeinWorld War |.

* Adolf Hitler, whose goa wasworld

supremacy inWorld War 11.

Many of these mgjor conflicts were against
powersthat saw themselves as a continuation
of the ancient Roman imperia system.

Additionally, numerous smaller wars broke
out around theworld asthe British often tried
to keep gpart warring tribes and ethnic groups
in theinterests of peace and trade.

Drained and battered after World Wer 11,
the second world war in 30 years, the British
retreated from their global responsibilities,
choosing instead to support the United
States, which had effectively taken over
Britain'srole. The Cold War followed for
nearly haf acentury, with the United States
and Britain asallies. In the tumultuous years
surrounding the Soviet Union’s collapse,
other despots clawed their way to power.
Again, Americaand Britain were at the
forefront in combating tyranny.

Thisisnot to say they’ve been perfect.
Thetwo have certainly made their share of
mistakes. They have committed serious errors
of judgment a timesin both their foreign and
domedtic affairs. Worse, the two peoples have
moved significantly away from God's laws
in recent decades. Yet God has till chosen
to blesstheir military efforts, especialy when
they pull together and support each other. But
will this continue indefinitely?

Will America and Britain continue to win?

The Bible warns these two nations, the
nations on whom Israel placed his name,
of the consequences of turning away from
God. Our Cregtor isvery patient. He does
not always punish immediately when sin—
defined in the Bible asthe transgression
of God'slav—is committed. But there are
always consequences for sin. And the peoples
of the United States and Britain, once nations
dedicated to the Bible—even though they
often did not interpret and understand it
correctly—have turned progressively further
and further away from God'sway.

“Righteousness exaltsanation, but sin
isareproach to any people” the Scriptures
tell us (Proverbs 14:34). When the United
States and Britain were perceived asarigh-
teous, Christian people, other nations around
theworld generdly held themin much
greater respect.

Today the perceptionisvery different
asthese two nationsturn their backs on
God and churn out endless sexual filth and
gratuitous violence in the form of music,
movies and television programs, which are
then exported around the world. This has
contributed greatly to therise of Idamic
anger, which now threatensthe American
and British peoples at home, serioudy
diminishing their sense of security.

Of course, many nations have long been
deeply resentful of America swedlth and
power and would like nothing more than to
seetheworld's only superpower humbled
if not defeated outright. Even a substantial
number of Americans, unaware of their coun-
try’s God-given blessings and role, would
like to see the United States unilateraly
surrender its supremacy and subordinate
itsnational intereststo others.

Facing the consequences

If the United States and Britain (and other
English-speaking nations around the world)
do not turn back to God, He warnsthat
eventually “the Lorp will causeyou to be
defeated before your enemies; you shall
go out oneway against them and flee seven
ways before them; and you shall become
troublesometo all the kingdoms of the earth”
(Deuteronomy 28:25).

God aonewill decide when that moment
has arrived, the time when He removes His
hand from these two nations whose aliance
has been such aformidable force for aslong
asanyone divetoday can remember.

Most peopletoday neither understand or
appreciate God'sinvolvement in the history
of the British and Americans peoples, the
descendants of Joseph. But the Bible makes
it clear. Joseph's great military strength, wit-
nessed again in the latest Persian Gulf con-
flict asit wasinthefirst, was directly attribut-
ableto God. Asthe patriarch Jacob long ago
prophesied of Joseph’s descendants “in the
latter days,” “thearms of hishandswere
made strong by the hands of the Mighty God
of Jacob” (Genesis49:24).

But what God gives He can also take away.
And if theAmerican and British people don't
return to the God who has blessed them, He
warnsthat He will withdraw Hisblessing and
protection. Gn

Recommended Reading

How did Britain—a small island
nation off the mainland of
Europe—grow to oversee the
strongest empire the world has
ever seen? How did the United
States—a ragtag collection of
colonies clustered along the coast
of an untamed continent—grow
to become the world's greatest
superpower ever? The remarkable
story of their rise to greatness—and what is yet prophe-
sied to happen to them—is, believe it or not, spelled out
in the pages of your Bible. Be sure to request or down-
load your free copy of The United States and Britain in
Bible Prophecy to learn the whole incredible story.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download this booklet from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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World News and Trends

An Overview of Conditions Around the World
by John Ross Schroeder and Jerold Aust

Teenage sex linked with serious depression

survey sponsored by the National Institute of

Child Health and Human Development along
with 17 other U.S. federal agencies has revealed a
startling link between teenage sexual activity and
depression and suicide.

The study revealed that “a quarter of teen girls who
said they were sexually active also said they had been
depressed ‘a lot of the time" or ‘most of the time.” In
contrast, most who refrained from sexual activity were
“never” or “rarely” depressed. Researchers concluded
that “sexually active teens are far more likely to be
depressed. . . than those who hold off until marriage”
(WorldNetDaily.com).

Three million of the 19 million Americans afflicted
by mental depression are teenagers. Commenting on
the study, Dr. Meg Meeker, a physician for adoles-
cents, tells us that “this is no surprise because teens
are targets of a loose culture promoting promiscuity
and excess.” Dr. Meeker goes on to declare that
“when you look at sexual activity and teens and you
add up the losses they endure, they have lost their vir-
ginity, they have lost their self-respect, they have the
loss of a sense of control over their bodly, they have a
sense of shame” (Christian Broadcasting Network,
emphasis added).

The National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy
asked sexually active teens if they regretted early sex-
ual activity. Results showed that three-quarters of girls
wished they had delayed sex and a majority of boys
and girls regarded their first sexual experience as
something they would have preferred to avoid. Regret,

dissatisfaction and quilt, together with the losses
previously mentioned, leave teens vulnerable to
serious mental depression.

But what does depression among our young
sometimes lead them to do? The answer is heart-
breaking because prolonged mental depression can
easily lead to suicide. “Just in the past decade the rate
of teenage suicide has risen 200 percent” (Christian
Broadcasting Network).

Researchers also found that 14 percent of girls who

Researchers found that 14 percent
of girls who had had sexual inter-
course had attempted suicide—
almost triple the percentage of
sexually inactive girls.

had had sexual intercourse had attempted suicide—
almost triple the percentage of sexually inactive girls.
Among boys, the differences were even greater, with
6 percent of sexually active boys having attempted sui-
cide compared to only 1 percent of sexually inactive
boys. This kind of link is too profound to ignore.
These severe societal problems, too often afflicting
our youth, are compounded by the fact that on aver-
age 8,000 American teens are infected with a sexu-
ally transmitted disease (STD) every day. This sad state
of affairs has repeated itself in the United Kingdom.
The health correspondent of the Daily Mail recently

Church controversy over
same-sex relationships

he Anglican Church is experiencing its most seri-

ous crisis since the controversy over ordaining
women into the priesthood. In the United States, where
the church is known as Episcopalian, a gay man—who
left his wife and two young daughters for a man—has
been elected as bishop of New Hampshire.

Conservative evangelicals in England have
urgently called on the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr.
Rowan Williams, to intervene. Commented The
Times: "He has publicly expressed his sadness at the
authorisation of same-sex blessings in a diocese in
Canada . . ." Yet according to a major cover story in
The Times, in the past Dr. Williams “supported the
Leshian and Gay Christian Movement (LGCM)" and
“his perceived liberalism on homosexuality dated
from the late 1970s.”

“The Bible,” Dr. Williams had argued, “condemns
heterosexuals who engage in homosexual acts for
gratification, but does not distinguish between gay
practice and gay identity. It is therefore unjust to

14 The Good News

consign to celibacy those who have never known sex-
ual attraction towards the opposite sex since the Old
Testament, especially, lays so much emphasis on the
role of physical love, not just breeding.”

In nearly 2,000 years of church history few biblical
scholars and theologians have ever understood or
argued the Scriptures in this particular manner.

Western society is not traveling down the same
road as the plain scriptural teaching of God's Word.
Instead one British family law judge called for “legis-
lation to guarantee the rights of live-in couples, homo-
sexual partners and transsexuals.” Apparently this
proposal has enormous parliamentary backing.

The general direction of our Western way of life
recalls to mind a prophecy of the apostle Paul
(who condemned homosexual practice in any form
in Romans 1:26-27 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10):
“For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up
for themselves teachers; and they will turn their
ears away from the truth, and be turned to fables”
(2 Timothy 4:3-4). (Sources: The Times, Daily Mail
[both London].)

reported that “Britain is on the brink of a public
health crisis brought about by the spread of sexually
transmitted diseases.” This is particularly true among
young women.

The British Parliament Health Selective Committee
warned that “with the fertility of an entire generation
under threat, desperate measures are needed to deter
children from having sex without any idea of the con-
sequences.” The British government now believes that
young people—teenagers and even younger children
—need help in resisting peer pressure (not to mention
that from the media) to indulge in early sexual activity.

This is an understatement. Encouraging self-control
is only one solution to consider, but parents, teachers
and public figures desperately need to set our youth a
better example in self-respect and personal discipline.
Instead, too often many of today’s celebrities let our
young people down. Parents also bear much guilt in
this critical area. Too many parents, perhaps partially
as a result of their own flawed upbringing, have very
ambivalent attitudes towards sex.

Knowledge of the dangers is not enough to resist
sexual temptations. For guidance on this subject, be
sure to read the two feature articles in this issue, one
on the epidemic of teen sex beginning on page 16 and
the other about virginity on page 30. (Sources: World-
NetDaily.com, Christian Broadcasting Network, USA
Today, Daily Mail [London].)

Keep your eyes
on Berlin

French acquiescence may soon enable Ger-
many to have greater voting power in the
European Union (EU). Previously French resistance
has resulted in limited and underrepresented Ger-
man voting power in the EU. However, the leading
figure in shaping a new European constitution,
Valery Giscard d'Estaing, is spearheading efforts
to increase the voting weight of EU countries with
larger populations. Excepting Russia (not always
considered a part of Europe), Germany leads all
European countries with a population of 80
million people.

Economically speaking, Germany historically
has usually looked east. So the accession of Poland
and seven other Eastern European nations into the
EU will augment German power as well. Their
economies have interfaced closely with Berlin for
quite some time.

Heather Grabbe, Director of Research at the
Centre for Eastern European Reform in London,
recently remarked that “ Germany is still the sleep-
ing giant of Europe.” For further understanding of
Berlin's future role on the European scene, please
request our free booklet Are We Living in the Time
of the End? (Source; International Herald Tribune.)
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Distrust of United States
increases around globe

n the wake of the Iraq war anti-American feelings

have grown stronger in the Muslim world,
according to an extensive new survey conducted in
April and May of 20 countries and the areas gov-
erned by the Palestinian Authority. Also, prospects
for peace in the Middle East appear dim, with 80
percent of those in the Palestinian Authority—
controlled areas saying that peaceful coexistence
with Israel isn't possible.

In seven of eight Muslim countries surveyed, a

The disparity of two
different worlds

he recent G8 Conference in Evian, France,
reminded us of the shocking disparity extant

in our world, particularly when comparing most
Western countries with the continent of Africa. For
example, life expectancy in the G8 (mainly West-
ern countries) is 77 while the average in Africa is
48. There is almost 100 percent access to clean
water in, for instance, the United Kingdom, but the
figure is only 45 percent for the troubled Congo.
Canada's average citizen spends about $2,500

in Canadian dollars annually on health care, but
Mali only one paltry dollar. In the developed world
about 1.5 million people have the HIV virus, while
in Africa 28 million are plagued by this disease.

Is France dying?

trange as it may sound, France may be dying.

The topography remains, but increasingly
France is less French and more Muslim—in this
instance, more Arabic. “The presence of a huge and
growing Muslim population in France has funda-
mentally altered the identity of the nation,” writes
Frontpage Magazine managing editor Jamie Glazov.
“Anti-Americanism and anti-Semitism have become
endemic, as France chooses Islamicization and
friendship with Arab dictators over friendship with
America and Israel.

“The reports that France helped Iragi officials
escape to Europe were not surprising, because
France is now the European leader of the Arab
world and of Arab interests. In light of these cir-
cumstances, many would argue that France is no
longer .. . well, France.”

Some 30 years ago, France began to lean toward
the Arab states for a number of reasons—among
them oil, protection from Arab-led terrorists and
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majority of those polled responded that they feared
a military invasion from the United States. In Turkey
and Indonesia, only 15 percent held a favorable
opinion of the United States, and in Jordan and
the Palestinian Authority areas the number was a
minuscule 1 percent.

In Jordan, Indonesia and Palestinian Authority—
controlled areas, all overwhelmingly Muslim, majori-
ties expressed their confidence that Osama bin
Laden would “do the right thing in world affairs.”
Not quite half of those in Pakistan, Morocco and
Kuwait—supposedly American allies—agreed.

In Europe, large majorities in Germany, France
and Spain believe Europe should pursue greater

22 % % %

Consider also the number of people who live on
less than a dollar a day. There are none among the
G8 nations, but 291 million people eke out such
an existence in Africa.

These comparisons were chosen at random and
many similar ones could be made. This is one good
reason that true Christians should always pray,
“Your kingdom come.”

If you want to know what God plans to do
about the afflictions of our age and to learn of the
much different conditions our Creator promises for
the world of tomorrow, request or download our
free booklet The Gospel of the Kingdom. Also see
the article about our fragmented world on page
21 of this issue. (Sources: The Independent [Lon-
don], the World Bank, UNICEF, World Resources
Institute, University of North Carolina Worldview
Program.)

trying to show America that it, too, can be viewed as
a viable leader of the free world. Watching France’s
foreign minister speak and vote in the UN Security
Council against a U.S. coalition entering Iraq sug-
gests that France desires to be considered a leader
in Europe. Such visible dramas could also serve to
ingratiate France further to the Arab world.

Why wouldn't Arabs view such actions as encour-
agement to freely enter their society? If France
continues to encourage Arab incursions in their soci-
ety on many levels, knowingly or not, could this not
significantly impact the cultural, religious and
ethnic life of France?

The ramifications of France's approach toward
Arab states gives pause to reflect. For example,
France's neighbor, Germany, might question the
geopolitical fallout, not to mention the future
desires and designs of the Vatican for a Christian
Europe. France may not be dying, but other EU
members may begin to question France's far-
reaching panache for the sake of the common good.
(Source: Frontpagemagazine.com.)

With so much happening so quickly in today’s world, how can you keep up? The Good News staff
news sources every day to bring you what's truly important. Visit Current World News & Trends
worldnews to find links to the most important news stories from across the globe.

. Also, to get a biblical perspective on major events, visit www.ucg.org/commentary for a

on the trends shaping our world.
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independence from the United States, and almost
half the Britons polled agreed.

In Jordan, Indonesia and Palestinian
Authority—controlled areas, all over-
whelmingly Muslim, majorities
expressed their confidence that
Osama bin Laden would “do the
right thing in world affairs.”

The survey also showed sharp drops in approval
of the United Nations. A year ago overwhelming
majorities in the United States, Germany, France and
Britain thought the UN was “a good influence”;
now those holding that opinion are clear minorities.
(Sources: Los Angeles Times, USA Today.)

Resounding Polish vote
for EU membership

Poland has opted to enter the European Union in
a national referendum that ended in an 82 per-
cent “yes"” vote. This result is not without prophetic sig-
nificance since the population of Poland is 90 percent
Roman Catholic and the Polish pope (John Paul ll) took
serious umbrage to the proposed EU draft constitution
since it made no reference at all to Christianity. This
was totally unacceptable to the Vatican.

Former Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin (1879-1953)
once dismissed the power of the Catholic Church by
sarcastically asking how many army divisions the pope
had. However, many others do recognize its power and
influence, and not a few veteran political observers
even give the current pontiff the main credit for bring-
ing down the Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain. Do not
underestimate the future role of the Roman Catholic
Church (and Poland) in Europe. If you would like to
know more, request or download our free booklet
The Book of Revelation Unveiled.

Frustrated by some of the actions of the old Europe
of France and Germany, but buoyed up by his gener-
ous welcome on his recent visit to Poland, U.S. Presi-
dent George Bush has taken considerable consola-
tion from Warsaw's supportive attitude toward
the Iragi war. Although America has recently made
diplomatic overtures to both France and Germany,
Mr. Bush still considers Poland and some other East-
ern European countries as a part of the new, more
cooperative, Europe.

A recent Times editorial observed that “Poland is
not a country that can be slighted by Brussels or patro-
nised by Paris.” (Sources: The Times, The Sunday Times
[both London].)
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Teen Sex: The Silent Epidemic
That's Killing Our Kids

Sweeping the world, this silent epidemic is largely ignored by most Western governments—except
for misguided programs that often make this devastating problem even worse. Most parents have
little idea how bad this epidemic is, much less how to fight it—yet solid biblical solutions exist.

by John Miller

he SARS outbresk makes daily
headlines. Governments and the inter-
nationa medical community have
mobilized to keep this disease from
further spreading around the globe and
causing an even greater epidemic.
But adlent epidemic morelethal and wide-

Spread islurking closer to home—at your very |

doorstep. This epidemic spreadsto another
8,000 American teenagers, and thousands
more around theworld, every day.

To put it in perspective, thisepidemic
infects as many American teensdaily as
the total number of recognized SARS cases
reported in thefirst four months since that
disease wasfirst recognized in February
of thisyear.

You would think that aproblem of this
magnitude would shout from the headlines
each day, mobilizing the medical community
and U.S. government to declarewar oniit. But
no. Most of the populaion remains unaware
of itsmagnitude, the victims maintain their
dlence, and government agencies and indtitu-
tions dealing with the problem keep barking
up thewrong tree. Sadly, those who are most
likely to experience the ravages of thisepi-
demic are among those most ignorant of its
growing threat.

Sexual freedom’s terrible cost

Thetruth of the matter isdamning: The
Western world, and the United Statesin par-
ticular, hasflaunted its so-called “ sexud free-
dom” for decades. Theresults are disastrous,
but as a nation we have not yet found the
courage to admit just how wrong we were.

If you think your kidsare not at risk, think
again. A recent book by Meg Meeker, M.D.,
doctor of adolescent medicine, makesacom-
pelling case based on solid medical research
and firsthand clinical experience. Our teens
areat risk, she says, and without substantive
action casudtieswill continue to mount.
Congder these factsfrom her 2002 book
Epidemic: How Teen Sx IsKilling Our Kids:

* Nearly onein four sexualy activeteenshas

16 The Good News

| "
\ - ok

%

" ..,‘";".'_:';‘J‘

(i,

It

We thought we could have sexual promiscuity without
the undesirable results. What we discovered was promis-
cuity produced far more than unwanted pregnancies.

at least one sexudlly trangmitted disease (p. 13).

* Onein 5 children over 12 tests positive for
herpestype 2 (p. 13).

* A British study found that early half of
girlsbecome infected with asexualy trans-
mitted disease during their first sexua
experience (p. 12).

* Herpes has skyrocketed 500 percent
in the past 20 years among white American
teenagers (p. 13).

* For most sexually transmitted diseases
(STDs), especidly viruses spread from skin-
to-skin contact, condoms offer little or no
protection (pp. 104-105).

* Oneinfiveteensbelieve oral sex is*safe
X" (p. 144).

* In June 2002 a 13-year-old sixth-grade
girl who made good grades and led the cheer-
leading squad was strangled to death by a
married man—one of many sexual partners

she had met onthe Internet (p. 163).

Dr. Meeker illugtrates the magnitude of the
problem thisway: “ Picture afootbal | stadium
filled with teenagers. Start counting. One out
of five of those cheering kids has herpes (at
least, that we know of ). Every third girl inthe
stands has HPV [human papillomavirus,
which can cause cancer], and one out of ten
has chlamydia. If we pulled al the healthy
kidsout of there, leaving just thoseteens
infected with an STD, the stadium would
il be nearly full” (pp. 13-14).

Shocking? Perhaps, but backed by solid
medical research—research that is not based
on high-risk, inner-city kids. We aretalking
about the kid next door, the captain of the bas-
ketball team and perhapsyour very own chil-
dren whom you love and cherish. Bad things
happento “good” kidswhen they engage
inirresponsible sexual behavior.
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Dr. Meeker attributes this epidemic of sexu-
aly transmissible diseasesto four things: birth
control pills, condoms, popular mediaand
high-risk sex. Thisis certainly not apoliticaly
correct position for aphysician—or anyone—
to take, but the facts spesk for themselves.

Easy birth control changes everything

Dr. Meeker—hersdlf the mother of four,
including two teens—has not always taken
thisstand. Early in her career shewasapro-
ponent of birth control and held feminist
ideds. Shewanted girlsto like being women
and to make their own sexual decisons—to
have control of their bodies. She prescribed
oral contraceptivesto “wagewar” on
unwanted pregnancies. But after years of
experience she has concluded that thisis not
the right approach. Birth control does not
equate to disease control.

“Twenty years ago, | wouldn’t have hesi-
tated to prescribe oral contraceptivesto
teenagegirls. . . Asayoung doctor swept
away by themessage of ‘safe’ sex, | didn’t
know any better” (p. 98). But today, shethinks
long and hard about prescribing birth control
pills—for while they protect against unwanted
pregnancy, they inadvertently encourage
increased sexud activity and the danger of
picking up asexualy transmitted disease.

Theadvent of oral contraceptives brought
new choices and so-called freedoms—the
freedom to choose to engage in sexud activity
without the unwanted responsibility of chil-
dren. Thisfreedom, asweall know, sparked
asocia revolution that reshaped popular
notions about sexudity and family.

“When birth control pillsarrived in the
1960s, our generation felt we had just what
we needed to take ultimate charge of our
sexual lives and our decisions about reproduc-
tion,” Dr. Meeker writes. “ But what wefailed
to seewasthe curse that accompaniediit . . .
Only now arewe coming to redizethat

safesex ign't safe. Infact, it can be deadly”
(pp. 89-90).

Stated another way, we thought we could
have sexual promiscuity without the undesir-
able results. What we discovered was promis-
cuity produced far more than unwanted
pregnancies—sexudly transmitted diseases
exploded. What was needed now was protec-
tion from the other consequences of sexua
freedom, some of them quite deadly.

The not-so-magic solution

Enter the condom. Thelatex condom
became the darling of the healthcare commu-
nity and the proponents of safe sex. Millions
of condomsare distributed to teensin schools
each year. Sex education classesteach our
teens how to use them to have sex safely. The
messagethat is sent either overtly or implicitly
isthat sex is safe aslong asyou wear acon-
dom. The problem? Neither the condom nor
sex education works as advertised.

Congdder thesefindings. “Lessthan hdf of
adolescent boys (45%) say they use condoms
for every act of intercourse, and older teens
(age 18 and 19) actually use condomsless
than younger teens (age 15to 17). Remember,
these are the same kids who forget to do their
homework, brush their teeth, or take the dog
out. Can wereslly expect them to use con-
doms each and every time they have sex?’

(p. 116).

Thisillustrates an important point: Just
because someoneis educated does not
mean that the knowledge will be applied—
especially in something asimpulsive and
emotionaly charged as sex. |sn't theideathat
sex education will result inteensfollowing
through and actually using protection
dangeroudy naive?

Furthermore, as sex education failsto
deliver the advertised results, so doesthe con-
dom. Condoms do not always protect. They
leak or break at least two percent of thetime

How Mass Media Sells Sex

and do not offer adequate protection againgt
many sexualy transmitted diseases.

Human papillomavirus (HPV), for exam-
ple, ispreading likewildfireand isaleading
cause of cervica cancer in young women. Yet
thelatest studies conclude that “condoms have
no impact on the risk of sexua transmission
of human papillomavirusinwomen” (p. 108).
Another study published in 2001 inthe
Journal of the American Medical Association
concluded that when aman’s sexua partner
has herpes, “using condomsdidn’'t help the
men reduce their risk of getting the disease
adl” (p. 109).

Teaching teensto use condoms and making
them readily available givesteensafalse sense
of security that inadvertently exposesthem
to greater risk. They arereceiving afallacious
message that sex issafewhen, in fact, solid
mediical research showsitisn't.

Thisincongruity pointsto abigger prob-
lem: “Aslong astheidea of sexua freedom
remains the driving force behind national sex
education, the STD epidemic will continue. . .
The only way to stop it isto curb the conspir-
acy of those who urge total sexua freedom
and arguethat it has no costs and causes no
harm” (p. 28).

High-risk sex

Dr. Meeker aso atributesthe epidemic
level of STDsamong teensto their involve-
ment in high-risk sex. They tend to act onthe
messages they receive from school and the
mediato engagein sexua activity that most
teens severa decades ago knew nothing about.

These high-risk activitiesinclude the
increased popularity of oral sex. Teensfed a
false sense of security because ord sex cannot
cause pregnancy and they believeit to be safe.
Whileoral sex does not result in pregnancy,
theideathat it issafeisnot true.

SaysDr. Meeker: “You can mincewordsal
you like, but while oral sex may leaveyou a

he idea of sexual freedom is kept alive and well by what Dr. Meg
Meeker considers a major cause of the current epidemic of teen
sex—mass media and the sexually charged world our kids see: “The
American Psychological Association estimates that teenagers are
exposed to 14,000 sexual references and innuendoes a year on tele-
vision alone—all subtly (or not so subtly) influencing my patients into
having sex, an act that can physically and mentally harm, if not kill
them"” (Epidemic: How Teen Sex Is Killing Our Kids, 2002, p. 120).
What messages are they sent through movies and television?
“Consider the impressions they're likely to take away from a film such
as Titanic" writes Dr. Meeker. “Do kids even remember the movie is
based on a true historical event? Do they remember the old couple
who held each other as the ship sank so they could die in each other’s
arms? The captain who shut himself in his cabin to go down with his

inwhich Jack and Rose made passionate love. Did she get pregnant?
Herpes? Chlamydia? No. She got the ‘strength’ from this three-day
trystto ‘go on™ (p. 124).

Television and movies are only part of what our kids see and are

exposed to. Increasingly, fashion designers and mass merchandisers

are using sex to sell to our kids.

The pressure is intense at a time when our kids are vulnerable.
According to The Harvard Guide to Modern Psychiatry: " Sexual
impulses, intensified during puberty, remain intense during this phase
of adolescence. Permissiveness, the lack of moral guidelines, the sex-
ually stimulating aspects of mass media, and other dimensions of
today's society make control of these impulses particularly difficult
for the modern adolescent” (Armand Nicholi, Ed., 1999, p. 617).

Sadly, what the media portrays as fun or fashionable—to sell

ship? Of course not. Kids remember the steamy windows of the car parked below-deck  merchandise—aoften induces behavior that leads to debilitating diseases, even death.
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technica virgin, it won't leave you disease-
free. .. Thesadtruthisthat HIV isspread
through oral sex, asare herpes, syphilis, gon-
orrhea, HPV, chancroid, intesting parasites,
and hepatitisA” (p. 147).

Particularly troubling isthis observation
based on many interviewswith teachersand
high school counsdors: “ Group sex ismost
popular with younger teens (particularly at
the eighth-gradelevel)” (p. 156). How utterly
society hasfailed when such activity is popu-
lar among those so young! Making matters
evenworseisthe level of exposureto disease.
Research showsthat the earlier teensengage
in sexua activity, the more partnersthey are
likely to have—and hence the grester likeli-
hood of contracting one or more diseases.

Most teens are blissfully unaware of the
danger. If they think of risk at dll, they believe
their exposureislimited to their direct part-
ners. But that isnot true. In redlity they have
been exposed to everyone who ever had sexual
contact with their promiscuous partners.

Let’'s say that ateen has sexual contact
with seven partners, which isanumber not
unusual for teens engaged in such activities.
Thismeansthat he or she has statitically
been exposed to 127 other teens—not just the
seven immediate partners, but dso all of their
partners, plustheir partners, ad nauseum—
afrightening proposition. Promiscuity is
not fun and games—it'shighly risky and
potentialy deadly.

Must-read books for parents

Dr. Meeker'swell-researched book Epi-
demicisamust-read for al concerned par-
ents, but so isanother best sdller that reaches
similar conclusons—the Holy Bible. Millen-
niaago one of itswriters—famousfor his
wisdom and observations of human behavior
—wrote words that echo Dr. Meeker's
sentiments.

“For at thewindow of my house | looked
through my lattice, and saw among thesmple
.. .ayoung man devoid of understanding.”
Thewriter describes how the young man
meets ayoung woman and the predictable
action and reaction follows. “. . . She caught
himand kissedhim. . . Come, et ustake our
fill of love until morning; let us delight our-
selveswithlove! . .. Immediately he went
after her, asan ox goesto thedaughter . . .
Asabird hastensto the snare, he did not know
it would take hislife” (Proverbs 7:6-23).

The Bible denounces sexual promiscuity
and warns of the terrible consequences of the
kinds described by Dr. Meeker. But it dso
offersagreat deal of hope and encouragement
to parents committed to follow itsinstructions.

Theincessant bombardment of popular
media notwithstanding, research consistently
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confirmsthat parents—even poor ones—till
arethe primary influencein their children’s
lives. Concerned parents should draw encour-
agement from these findings, because they
show that we are not powerless againgt the
negative pressures our children face.

So what are parents to do?

We must take positive action and stand as
advocatesfor our children. Thistask isnot as
daunting asit may seem, because we can avail
ourselves of the power and principles of the
God of the universe—the Author and Creator

giis '

“Touch lets teenagers know that someone likes them.

the fact that it won't happen universally
should not discourage us from administering
those lawsindividually.

The great principles of the Bible are most
effective when administered from one heart
to another in the context of our family rela
tionships. Deuteronomy 6:6-7 speaksto this
concept: “. .. Thesewordswhich | command
you today shall bein your heart. You shall
teach them diligently to your children, and
shdl talk of them when you st in your house,
when you walk by theway, whenyou lie
down, and when you rise up.”

So when a parent—still the most important person in
a teen’s life—touches them, it affects them deeply.”

of al things, including family and children.

The content of this passage demondtrates

Children are agift from God, the Bibletellsus  the depths of wisdom in the Holy Scriptures.

(Psdm 127:3-5)—and as such we can be sure
that we have His attentive interest.

Thefirg commandment that God gave
man was " befruitful and multiply; fill the
earth”—defining sex asagood thing, integral
to accomplishing His divine plan (Genesis
1:28). Family and children have been centrd
to God's purpose from the very beginning.
Hence, it should not come asasurprise that
theforces of evil consistently wage war
againg thistime-honored ingtitution.

When God codified Hismora principles
into what isknown as the Ten Command-
ments, Heincluded powerful antidotes for the
current epidemic. Consider theimpact should
afull dose of “Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery” beinjected into every man, woman and
teenin our societies. The application of just
thisone of God'smoral principleswould
bring the epidemic to a screeching halt! And
athough that will never happen in our world,

Articulated in just this one passage isa set

of toolsthat equip committed parentsto build
astrong defense against the negetive culture
of our dying world. Ironically, but not surpris-
ingly, thesetools are consistent with modern
research in family and sexua dynamics.

Commitment from the heart

God's“words” this passagetellsus, must
bein our “heart”—not a set of rulesfor teens
taped to therefrigerator door. Thereisno
room for hypocrisy, double standards or knee-
jerk actions. Parentswho are committed to
consistent principlesthat they believein their
heart of hearts usually will foster respect, not
contention, from their teens.

Commitment to the principlesfound in
this passage provides asolid basisfor positive
action, because they produce conviction that
tapsthe power of the Almighty God. There
isno need to betimid. You can move forward
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with confidence, knowing that you are on
solid ground. Nowhere can your dedication
to the congistent mord principle of these
“words’ have greater influence than in your
children’sattitude about sex. As Dr. Meeker
putsit, “What'sreally important isn't what
you say, but what you believe” (p. 215).
What you believein your heart of hearts
iswhat you will ultimately transfer to your
kids—good, bad or indifferent. A good
friend of mine, old enough to be my grandfa-
ther, once told me: “ Don’t wonder how your
childrenwill turn out. They will become
asyou are’—asobering, but congtructive,
admonition from the voice of experience.

Instruction must start with yourself

Noticethat thistransfer of valuesisto take
place “when you sit in your house” Itissome-
thing that is“talked” about in this setting.
Doesthisdescribe thetypical scenarioina
21t-century household? Hardly. Dad and
Mom are often away at work most of thetime
or otherwise uninvolved with their children.
Thekidsare glued to atelevision or computer
screen in their own rooms, or listening to
music with their headsets on. No wonder the
mass media has such a powerful influence.

Many believe thereissimply no timefor
family in our hectic world. Thisisjust not
true. Simply reducing the amount of televi-
sion or movietime by half would quadruple
the amount of time for family in most cases.

How isthis done? The sense of this pas-
sageisthat it occursin anatura and practical
way. And remember the teaching must come
fromthe heart, which means parental behav-
ior and habits must changefirgt, not the other
way around.

Reducing your teen’stelevision or other
mediatimewithout first going on amedia
diet yoursalf will not bring results. SaysDr.
Meeker: “ Parentswho warn their children
that teen sex isn’t good but spend alot of
time watching highly sexualized television or
moviesare muddying thewaters. . . If akid
sesshis parent ‘ gpproving’ of sex between
young sophisticated singlesontelevision,
why shouldn’t he be one of those young
sophisticated singles?” (p. 220).

Changing your mediadiet first makesa
powerful statement. It will creste anatural
environment where you can talk about these
thingsin afamily setting.

How? Teensare naturally curious. And
when they see you change, they will often
ask—gjiving you the opportunity to talk. Tell
them why you have changed. Silence, espe-
cialy onmord issues such as sexud activity,
creates avacuum that will befilled with unde-
Srable behavior. Once your behavior is con-
sstent with themoral principlesof the Bible,

then you have an obligation to set guiddines
on the type of mediathat isallowed “when
you sitinyour house”

This consistency isimportant, notes Dr.
Meeker.“. .. Don't, asan dternative, offer
to St and watch restricted movieswith your
child. Regardless of what issaid afterward,
the smple act of watching it will sanction the
movie and its content in your teen’'smind”
(p. 141).

Applying God’s instruction practically

According to this passage in Deueronomy
6, another practical timefor teachingis“when
youwalk by theway.” Thishas particular
potential in our modern world where we seem
to be running to and fro most of thetime—
especially when we have teens.

Therearethetripsto ball games, the dance
studio, the piano lessons and the list goes on.
Use these opportunitiesto talk about what is
inyour heart. Of course, talking about what
isinour heart iswhat usually happens anyway
—the problem sometimesisthat either there
isnothing in our heart or it isfilled with
negetive things.

Theingde of acar can be atremendous
classroom. Turn down or turn off theradio
sometimes and let the heart spesk. “If teen-
agersthink you like them, they will com-
municate with you. If they think you didike
them, they will shut you out” (p. 197). This
timeisfamilid, practicd and you may have
just found hours each week that you did not
know you had.

The beauty about God'sinstructionin
Deuteronomy to teach our childrenisthat
it occurs at natural intersectionswhere our
busy lives cross. Instead of worrying about
creating “quality time” to do family things,
which often ends up either not happening
anyway or fegling unnatural, chooseto stop
and greet each other at these intersections
when your busy lives cross paths—when you
gtinyour house, when you travel and when
you liedown.

Bedtimeisanother opportunity. Spend
time. Pray together and give them agoodnight
hug. Dr. Meeker notesthat “touch letsteen-
agersknow that someone sees them, someone
likesthem. So when a parent—till the most
important person in ateen’slife—touches
them, it affectsthem deeply” (p. 202).

If this has not been your practice or tradi-
tion, it may seem awkward at first. But be
consigtent, patient and naturd. You arefilling
agreat need; your teen will respond in time
if your actions are heartfelt.

Themorning, “whenyouriseup,” isnoless
important. A heartfelt “ Good morning!” with
praise and affection goesalongway. “It's
really not so hard for parentsto communicate

elf-respect to teens,” writes Dr. Meeker.
“They want positive messages—about them-
selves, about life, and about sex.” Teens, espe-
cidly girls, “want someoneto tell them that
their bodies are beautiful, so beautiful in fact
that they should keep them protected and
covered” (p. 214).

Thisisaneed parents should take painsto
fill—becauseif you do not, someone else will.
The comment “Good morning, beautiful” is
not trite when well-placed and heartfelt.

Admittedly, mornings can be challenging,
but the intersection isthere. Look for opportu-
nities. | know some parentswho drop thelr
teensat school in the morning expresdy to
cregte another opportunity to “walk by the
way.” Few young teenswill pass up the oppor-
tunity to avoid the dreaded bus ride—and just
consider the change of influence.

If schedules smply do not coincide, leave
anotewith asnack and juiceto et them know
you care. Teensin particular have an uncanny
ability to know whether you redly don’'t have
time, or if you just don’t want to maketime.
Theformer isacceptable; the latter isnot.

Why not make a start today?

The chdlengesfor familieswith teensare
grest. Therisks of the epidemic described in
Dr. Meeker’sbook arereal and the medical
challenges are complex, but we are not power-
lessin facing them. Thereismuch that you
can accomplish if you determine to take such
positive steps.

Simply applying these principles with con-
sSstency and patiencewill goalongway in
containing the current crisisfor your children,
but thereisalot more. The Bible—the conss-
tent international best-seller—isasource we
should regularly read and cherish for itsmany
timeless principles designed to help usenjoy
happy, healthy and productive lives and pass
onthesameto our children. Gn

Recommended Reading

The publishers of The Good News
offer many resources for helping
parents understand and apply bib-
lical principles. When it comes to
applying God's commandments
and teaching their value to our
children, we strongly recommend
our free booklets The Ten Com-
mandments and Making Life
Work. For an overview of the
Bible's fundamental teachings, we recommend our 12-
lesson Bible Study Course, also free. And be sure to
read the article “Virginity: Is It Worth It?,” beginning on
page 30. As this article reports, there is encouraging
news that more teens are saying no to premarital sex.
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Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at
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Wheeling 1170 AM, Mondays 12:30 a.m.
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Maklng Sense of a Fragmentlng World

Terrorist alerts . .
by Gary Petty

apital Hill politics, U.S. reldionships

with Gregt Britain, France and Ger-

many, radical 1dam—theworld

seems more and more complicated.
How canwemake sense of it dl, especidly in
the age of sound bitesand televisonimages
that leaveinddibleimpressonsbut givelittle
or no higtorical or cultural context?

When examining the global community
of the 21t century, it's apparent that two
conflicting forcesarein motion. Oneisthe
movement to unite the world into aglobal
economy. The success of the interdependence
of international corporationsisevidenced
herein the United Stateswhere labelsthat
say “Madein China’ or “Madein Japan”
no longer shock us. We drive cars assembled
in Mexico and wear clothing stitched in an
Indonesian sweatshop. Thisistruein many
other developed countries.

We're accustomed to images of poor chil-
drenin Africawearing athletic shoeswith an
American brand name, drinking Coca-Cola
whiletoting aRussian-made AK-47. The
power of companiesto crossinternational
boundaries was evidenced in that immedi-
ately after thefal of the BerlinWall, MTV
made inroadsinto new television markets
in Eastern Europe.

Advocates of the globa economy promote
the concept that the quickest way to defeat
socidismisto introduceits adherentsto the
glitter of packaged consumerism. Theresult
isthat U.S. fast-food chains see communist
Chinaasagiant mass of consumersripefor
an introduction to hamburgers and fries.

Othersaremorecritica, seeing thisglobd
economy asan agency of aglib, shalow cul-
ture, promoting immediate if-it-itches-scratch-
it consumerism promoted by creating brand
names recognizablein Canada, Belgium,
Japan, Egypt and everywherein between.

Intheview of those who promote the new
world economy, megacorporations transcend
nationa boundarieswith an endlessvariety
of products. Nations are seen as collections
of customers—all the marketershavetodois

. the “axis of evil” . .

devisetheright advertising campaign for that
specific market. If the consumer doesn’t have
aneed for aparticular product, advertising
can cregte theillusion of aneed. Actorsin
white smockstell uswhat three out of four
doctors, beer drinkers or housewives prefer,
and that fabric softenersredly can be” new
and improved” every six months.

. shifting geopolitical alliances. How can we make sense of it all?

At the heart of the conflict aretwo human
needs. Oneisthe need to belong to afamily,
acommunity, to experience meaningful rela:
tionshipswith otherswho share sSimilar vaues.
One powerful factor in globa communica
tionisthe Internet. People can communicate
acrossnationa boundaries, oceansand ide-
ologieswith the click of amouse. But does

We're accustomed to images of poor children in Africa
wearing athletic shoes with an American brand name,
drinking Coca-Cola while toting a Russian-made AK-47.

Theforcesof globa economy areina
head-on collison with the forces of thosewho
want to preserve alocal culture, nationalism
or religion. Idamic fundamentalist men
in Saudi Arabiamight want to drink Pepsi a
nd watch American-made movies, but they
don't want their wives and daughterslistening
to Madonnaor wearing the see-dmogt-
everything fashions of Britney Spears.

AsBenjamin Barber pointsout in his book
Jihad vs. McWorld, these two forces, global
economy and the human need for historicd,
religious and culturd identity, collideinto a
symbiotic parancia. Theisolationist Iamic
fundamentalist in Saudi Arabiareliesonthe
global economy to sell the il that alows
him to buy a Mercedes made in Germany.

Of course, the German in Stuttgart needs
the oil from Saudi Arabiato run his Japanese
Toyotawhich was manufactured in Britain.

Unity and disunity

Theworld is both fragmenting and uniting
at the sametime. NATO, which has ensured
the unity of the Western world for decades,
isintrouble. Leadersin France and Germany
arefrustrated with the lack of unity inthe
European Union and are threatening to creste
anew dliance of nations. The former Soviet
Union has fragmented into new countries
along ethnic and cultura lines.

Peoplewant to be more than consumers,
morethan acollection of marketing data.

Looking to listen to something different? Tuneinto The  as he and guests explore current trends and biblical
Good News radio network for our dynamic half-hour  truths and teachings with the kind of fresh, in-depth
program airing in major U.S. cities! Join host Gary Petty  perspective you get in The Good News magazine.

To download or listen to programs online, visit www.ucg.org/radio.

it create asense of community among those
who relate to each other in a.chat room?

Consder the troubling case of Brandon
Veda, 21. He became another suicide statidtic,
but what made his degth darmingly different
wasthat when his parentsturned on hiscom-
puter they found that Brandon’s overdose of
drugsand acohol waswatched by chat room
acquaintances. Hidden behind the anonymous
vell of code namesand thevirtua redity
of cyberspace, peoplewatched, someeven
encouraged, thisyoung man to take hislife.

No matter how much money, possessions
or status a person acquires, thesethings
can't answer the basic human need to be val-
ued asa person. To be emotionally and spiri-
tualy hedlthy, ahuman being needs stable
relationshipswith other people.

A second human need isthat information,
to make sense, must fit into ameaningful con-
text. Pdedtinian teenagersare willing to die
as human bombs because the only context
they'veknownisamisguided view of thereli-
giousand politicd history of the land where
they were born. They wish to protect what they
seeasther religiousbeliefsand families. Inthe
context of their microscopic world, walking
into anightclub and blowing |sradli teenagers
to bits (dlong with themsdlves) ssems sensible.

In search of a world context

What thisworld needs are universal
Continued on page 27
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Was Noah's Flood Universal?

Was the Flood of Genesis universal, covering all the earth? Or was it merely a regional
inundation engulfing only a small area ? This question has troubled many readers
of the Genesis story. How can we discover the truth?

by Arnold Mendez

or many, thetheory of evolutionis

the foundational underpinning for

the geological and biological sci-

ences. Since evolution is so widely
accepted in much of the academic commu-
nity, many believe that the geological
record can only beinterpreted using
evolutionary guidelines.

These widely accepted guidelines sup-
posedly show that the present isthe key to
the past. According to this concept (often
called uniformitarianism), since there are
no worldwide or global floods occurring
now, there have been nonein the past.

Misled or confused by the scientific
community, many readers of Genesis
have given in to the concept of aregional
or local flood. The Bible, however, is
very clear about the magnitude and scope
of Noah's Flood. The hiblical story, both
in Old and New Testaments, firmly tells
us that planet Earth was indeed covered
by auniversal flood. (For background
information concerning what really lies
behind many scientists' belief in evolution
and its effect on their view of the Bible,
request your free copies of Creation or
Evolution: Does it Really Matter What

You Believe? and Life's Ultimate Question:

Does God Exist?)

Biblical facts about Noah’s Flood
The Bible says the deluge began in the

Evidence of a Worldwide Flood

or much of the 20th century the majority of the scientific community has denied
the possibility of a universal flood. Yet more evidence is accumulating that there
indeed was a worldwide flood several thousand years ago.

One of the most fascinating scientific discoveries in recent times regarding a uni-
versal flood came from some scientists who were not searching for any evidence of
the Flood. It came from oceanographers in the Guif of Mexico who were doing some
rather routine research on coral and sediments of the ocean floor.

Their two oceanographic vessels had pulled from the bottom of the Gulf of Mex-
ico several long, slender core samples of the sediment, which includes the fossil shells
of one-celled plankton called foraminifera. While still alive, these organisms lock into
their shells a chemical record of the temperature and salinity of the water. When they
reproduce, the shells fall away and drop to the bottom. A cross-section of that ocean
bed carries a record of climates that the oceanographers say go back more than 100

million years.

The cores were analyzed in two different investigations—by Cesar Emiliani of the
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600th year of Noah'slife. How long did it
last? Many believe that the Flood merely
lasted the 40 days and 40 nights of rain
followed by ashort drying period, after
which the earth was ready for Noah and
the animals.

They fail to realize how long the whole
Flood episode lasted. The Noachian deluge
lasted for more than a year (compare Gen-
esis 7:11 and 8:14-15). During thistime
the earth was covered by water for 150
days—five months. The Bible clearly
states that “the waters prevailed on the
earth one hundred and fifty days’ (Genesis
7:24; 8:3-4).

How deep and how widespread was the
water? Scripture indicates that the tops of
all the mountains al around the world were
covered to adepth of 15 cubits (Genesis
7:20)—about 20 to 30 feet depending on
the size of cubit that was used. Even assum-
ing that the antediluvian mountains may not
have been as high as some mountains are
today, this still represents an enormous
amount of water (see Psalm 104:5-9).

Another indication of the hydrological
forcesinvolved may be gathered from the
following verse: “. . . | will destroy them
[along] with the earth” (Genesis 6:13,
emphasis added throughout). The earth
would also be destroyed a ong with wicked
humanity. This could well indicate a
massive reshaping of global topography.

This statement is repeated at the conclu-
sion of Noah'sFlood: “. . . Never again
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of
the flood; never again shall there be aflood
to destroy the earth” (Genesis 9:11).

The Flood of Noah's time was an earth-
wrecking experience. The shape of the
landforms after the Flood may have been
quite different from the earth that existed
before the deluge. Some recent geological
formations stand as natural witnessesto
the destructive force of these raging waters
(see “Evidence of aWorldwide Flood”).

The very need for the ark isa strong
indication of the magnitude of the Flood.

If the Flood were only aloca or regional
event, it would have been asimple matter
for Noah to move somewhere else. There
would have been no need for the gathering
of al theanimals and Noah's family into
the ark.

The Bible revealsthat this deluge was
of such a magnitude that provisions were
made to assure the survival of both human-
ity and the animals. The whole point
of building the ark would have been mean-
inglessif the Flood were simply regional
or local.

Peter’s perspective

The New Testament shows that its
inspired writers considered aworldwide
flood area historic event. The apostle

Fresh water, indicated by light blue-green, flows from the Missis-
sippi River into the Gulf of Mexico in this photograph from space.

NASAIGSFC/LaRC/JPL, MISR Team



Peter wrote: “For this they willfully forget:
that by the word of God the heavenswere
of old, and the earth standing out of water
and in the water, by which the world that
then existed perished, being flooded with
water” (2 Peter 3:5-6).

In this passage the apostle Peter affirms
the reality of aglobal flood. Interestingly,
he states that even during his time some
people had willfully forgotten this obvious
truth. How much more so in our skeptical
world today?

The overall content of 2 Peter 3 also
bears witness to the Flood's universality.

In this prophetic chapter Peter also refers
to the second coming of Jesus Christ

(an event of worldwide importancein its
scope, Matthew 24:30-32) and afuture
global cataclysm that will envelop the earth
infire. Clearly Peter’'s basic perspective
here is universal—not regional or local.

Jesus Christ aso understood the Flood
from the same global perspective. He used
the Flood as an examplein His teaching
toillustrate an important spiritual lesson:
“...Asitwasinthedaysof Noah, soit
will be also in the days of the Son of Man
... until the day that Noah entered the ark,
and the flood came and destroyed them
all” (Luke 17:26-27).

We see that the Bible repeatedly uses
universal terminology to describe the
dimensions and devastation of the Flood.
The eighth-century-B.C. Hebrew prophet
Isaiah also bore witness to a universal del-
uge. He quoted our Creator as saying: “For
thisislike the waters of Noah to Me; for as
| have sworn that the waters of Noah would
no longer cover the earth, so have | sworn
that | would not be angry with you, nor
rebuke you” (Isaiah 54:9).

Consider that there have been many
local floodsin the world since Noah's time.
That being so, if the Flood of his day was

Was There Enough Water?

SOme critics of a universal flood have claimed that sufficient water simply wasn't available to cover the
mountains as the Bible describes. “And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high
hills under the whole heaven were covered” (Genesis 7:19).

Scripture records that the “windows of heaven” were opened and it rained for 40 days and 40 nights
(Genesis 7:4, 11). In addition, “all the fountains of the great deep were broken up” (verse 11). This appears
to refer to subterranean aquifers, which were emptied—perhaps by tectonic upthrusting. Clearly enormous
amounts of water became available rather suddenly.

One point about this objection is that it assumes the topography of the earth today is just as it appeared
in Noah's time. This apparently is not so. Genesis 1:9 states that the waters of the earth (seas and oceans)
were gathered in one place. Today the landmasses of the earth are scattered about its surface and all the
seas are definitely not in one place. It may be that the current topography of our planet is at least partially
the result of the tremendous geologic upheaval of a universal Flood.

Afascinating news item that received little attention appeared on the Nature magazine Web site March 8
(www.nature.com/nsu/020304/020304-10.html). “Geologists have divined water where you might least
expect it: 1,000 kilometres below the Earth’s surface,” stated the report. “Here, rocks heated to over 1,000°C
and squeezed under high pressures may harbour around five times as much water as in all the world’s
oceans” (emphasis added). It explained that a team of Japanese geologists had concluded that this enor-
mous amount of water was locked up in the superheated, superpressurized molten minerals surrounding the

earth's iron-rich core.

The conclusion that such an enormous amount of water exists trapped within the earth raises some
intriguing possibilities in light of the Bible's statement that “the fountains of the great deep were broken up.”

merely local in scope too, then God would
have lied in allowing more of them to hap-
pen. So if we accept the Bible and God's
promisesin it, then we must conclude

that the Flood of Noah's day was not
merely alocal event. It wasauniversa
flood, the likes of which have never been
seen again—just as God promised.

Faith and Noah'’s Flood

Of course, a Christian's belief in the
Bible is always supported by the element
of faith in God and in the truthfulness
of HisWord. Even the Flood of Noahis
mentioned in the context of godly faith.

“By faith Noah, being divinely warned
of things not yet seen, moved with godly
fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his
household, by which he condemned the
world and became heir of righteousness

which isaccording to faith” (Hebrews
11:7). The patriarch Noah was one of
“the elders [who] obtained agood testi-
mony” by means of hisfaith and patience
(verse 2).

Although one’s belief in theinspiration
of the Bibleis clearly undergirded by ratio-
nality, common sense and even archaeol og-
ical finds and historical recordsthat often
substantiate biblical events—ultimately it
rests on faith that the Bible is both inspired
by God and true.

“Now faith isbeing sure of what we
hope for and certain of what we do not see”
(verse 1, New Internationa Version). With-
out faith we have no hope. Asverse 6 tells
us, “. .. Without faith it isimpossible to
please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that Heis, and that He is arewarder
of those who diligently seek Him.” Gn

University of Miami, and by James Kennett of the University of Rhode Island and
Nicholas Shack of Cambridge University. Both analyses pointed to a dramatic drop in
the salinity of the water, providing compelling evidence of a vast flood of fresh water
into the Guif of Mexico thousands of years ago.

Cesar Emiliani explains the results: “A huge amount of ice-melt water rushed into
the Gulf of Mexico and produced a sea-level rise that spread around the world with the
speed of a tidal wave.” He adds, “We know this because the oxygen isotope ratios of
the foraminifera shells show a marked temporary decrease in the salinity of the waters
of the Guif of Mexico. It clearly shows that there was a major period of flooding from
12,000 to 10,000 years ago, with a peak about 11,600 years ago. There is no question
that there was a flood and there is also no question that it was a universal flood"
(“Noah, the Flood, the Facts,” Reader’s Digest, U.S. edition, September 1977, p. 133).

Itis also worth mentioning that the radiocarbon dating used to establish the num-
ber of years is imprecise after 4,000 years, so the time of this universal deluge could
be closer to the 4,300 years described in the Bible as the time of the biblical Flood.

Another recent discovery that could have a relation to the inundation of the Gulf
of Mexico is the finding by geologists William Ryan and Walter Pitman of the sudden

flooding of the Black Sea basin around 6,000 to 7,000 years ago (according to their
dating). “The salt water,” says Smithsonian magazine, “poured through the deepen-
ing channel, creating a waterfall 200 times the volume of Niagara Falls. In a single day
enough water came through the channel to cover Manhattan to a depth two times
the height of the [former] World Trade Center, and the roar of the cascading water
would have been audible at least 100 miles away” (“Evidence for a Flood,” April 2000,
electronic version).

An additional evidence of the Deluge being global and not local is the literally thou-
sands of flood stories from around the world. One enterprising historian, Dr. Aaron
Smith of the University of Greensboro, North Carolina, became obsessed with classi-
fying all the flood accounts. “As a result of years of labor, he has collected a complete
history of the literature on Noah's Ark. There are 80,000 works in seventy-two lan-
guages about the Flood, of which 70,000 mention the legendary wreckage of the
Ark" (Werner Keller, The Bible as History, 1980, p. 38).

Itis hard to believe that if the Flood were only a local event, there would be 80,000
different accounts of it from around the world that describe it as universal in scope.

—Mario Seiglie
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Noah's Ark: Was It Possible?

Atheists, agnostics, unbelievers and liberal scholars have all scoffed at the biblical account
of Noah'’s ark and the Flood. But their criticisms rest on some mistaken assumptions.

by Arnold Mendez

any peopletoday are under the

false assumption that Noah's ark

could not possibly have carried

al of itsintended cargo. They
believe that any such ship would have needed
to be of gargantuan proportions—far exceed-
ing the dimensions recorded in Genesis or
the supposedly primitive technology of the
ancient world.

Those who scoff a the Genesis story often
picturethe ark asasmall vessdl, complete
with the giraffes’ heads sticking out the front
and the elephants’ tails hanging out the back,
sinking under the weight of an overloaded
cargo of millions of animas. But this concept
isbased on severd misconceptions.

Even acursory reading of the sixth chapter
of Genesiswill reveal some often overlooked,
but very important details. The Bible nowhere
states that Noah had to take on board the ark
representatives of every living creature. There
were three requirementsfor the animasto be
loaded onthe ark. They had to be:

* Air-breathing.

* Terredtria (land-dwelling).

* Of the same biblical kind.

Read thisearly account: “And behold, |
Mysdlf am bringing floodwaters on the earth,
to destroy from under heaven dl fleshin
which isthe breath of life; everything that is
ontheearth shall die. . . And of every living
thing of al flesh you shall bring two of every
sort into the ark, to keep them adive with
you; they shall be male and femae. Of the
birds after their kind, of animals after their
kind..! (Genesis6:17-20).

Biblical “kind” broader than species

Theword speciesand the biblical word
kind are often used interchangeably. But this
isincorrect since they are not synonymous

terms. The Genesis use of theword kind
denotes an organism that reproduces others
likeitself. Since the species concept ismuch
narrower, many species can beincludedin
onesinglebiblical “kind.” Theterm kind
isprobably closer to the modern taxonomic
classification of genus, and in some cases
the larger taxonomic classification, family.

The Canidae (canine) family includes
about 14 genera of dog-like animals. These
include the dog, coyote, wolf, jackal, etc.
The ark did not have to contain the hundreds
of speciesof caninesthat make up this
group. Inredlity, these were all represented
by afew biblical “kind.” These“kind” would
then produce all the animals that make up the
Canidae family. For example, all of the hun-
dreds of varieties of domestic pigeons that
have been produced originated from one
species, apparently the wild rock pigeon
(Columbia livia).

Theark did not need to carry every species
(possibly numbering in the millions) of
animd. The ark was designed to carry only
every biblical kind (numbering in the few
thousands) of terrestrial, air-bresthing
animals. (For further information, see
“Understanding Biblicd ‘Kinds.”)

Not all specimens on board

Inredity, the mgjority of al animal species
would not have been taken on board the ark.
In addition to the information above, another
reason is obvious. Enough representatives
would have survived the Flood without an ark.
Thesewould haveincluded aquetic animals
such asthe crustaceans (lobsters, crab, €tc.),
st and freshweter fishes, echinoderms (star-
fish, seaurchins), mollusks, worms, cords,
sponges and myriads of other specimens
of animd lifethat doesnot live on dry land.

Understanding Biblical ‘Kinds'

This category would even include such
mammal s as the whales, porpoises, sedls,
walruses and many othersthat livein aquatic
environments even though they breathe air.
Some reptiles and most amphibians would
asofdl into this category. Many other
animalsthat areterrestrial may have aso
been able to survive outside the ark. These
would include insects and protozoans.

Many insects could have thrived on floating
patches of vegetation.

God reiterates this point when He describes
the kind of animalsthat perished during the
Flood. These were specificaly the type of
animasthat Noah wastold to take on board
the ark. “Every living thing that moved on
the earth perished—hirds, livestock, wild
animals, al the creaturesthat swarm over
the earth, and al mankind. Everything ondry
land that had the breath of lifein its nostrils
died” (Genesis7:21-22, New International
Version, emphasis added throughout).

When agtatistical approachisused, itis
easy to seethat the ark could have carried
itsintended cargo. According to John Wood-
morappe (Noah's Ark: A Feasibility Study,
1996, p. 7), thetotal of the animalsthat Noah
would have needed in the ark to meet the bib-
lical requirementswould number between
2,000 and 16,000—not in the hundreds of
thousands as many might suppose.

Immense size of the ark

Another mgor misconception concerns
the size of theark. Inredlity the ark was an
immense ship. Let's examine the biblical
record to gain an gppreciation of itsdimen-
sons. Noticewhat God instructed Noah:
“Makeyoursdlf an ark of gopherwood; make
roomsin the ark, and cover it inside and out-
sidewith pitch. And thisishow you shall

ritics have asserted that the number of animals aboard Noah's ark would have
been in the tens of thousands if not more. But this assumes that biblical kinds
are equivalent to scientific species. This is not necessarily the case.

Biblical kinds appear to be distinct breeding groups, but scientific species
can often interbreed—showing that multiple interbreeding species could perhaps
make up a single kind. A biblical kind can be better described as closer to a scien-
tific genus. This dramatically reduces the number of animals that were required on
board the ark.
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Itis a well-known fact that all modem dog varieties could be produced from one
pair of generic dogs by the application of selective breeding principles. These would
range from the diminutive Chihuahua to the imposing St. Bernard.

According to some estimates, the average-sized land animal would require only
a cubic foot and a half of space. Many studies have concluded that a ship the size
and design of Noah's ark would be capable of containing the required animals and
still have sufficient space for needed storage and living quarters. (Adapted from The
Good News Bible Reading Program, on the Web at www.ucg.org/brp.)



Scott Moss

Flood, 1998, p. 10).
The ark was built on
al:6ratio (50 cubits
to 300 cubits). The sci-
ence of naval architec-
turereved sthat this
isan extremely stable
width-to-length ratio.
Most oceangoing
“hopper barges’ use
thissameratioin their
design. It isestimated
that the ark could eas-
ily have survived even
the largest of ocean
waves. If theark were
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equipped with adrag-

ging stone anchor,
it would have been
properly positioned

The description of the ark given in the Bible reveals it to be an
enormous vessel with three decks. This cutaway model by the
author shows the relative scale of the ship and its inhabitants.

makeit: Thelength of the ark shall bethree
hundred cubits, itswidth fifty cubits, and its
height thirty cubits. You shal make awindow
fortheark . . . You shall makeit with lower,
second, and third decks’ (Genesis 6:14-16).

A cubit is approximately 18 inches (.46
meters). Most Hebrew scholars believethe
cubit to have measured between 17 and 21
inches. Some estimates even put it around 25
inches. If the 18-inch cubit were used, the ark
would have been 450 feet long, 75 feet wide
and 45 feet high (137 by 23 by 14 meters).
And if alarger cubit were used, the ark would
of course have been proportionately larger.

Going with the smaller cubit measurement,
the displacement tonnage of the ark, which
istheweight of water it would displace e a
draft of 15 cubits, would be amost 22,000
tons (20 million kilograms). By comparison
the U.S.S. Salem, a 716-foot-long heavy
cruiser commissioned in 1949, hasa
displacement tonnage of 21,500 tons.

The ark’sgrosstonnage, which isamea:
sure of cubic space (100 cubic feet being
one grosston), would have been 15,100 tons.
Itstotal volume would have been 1,518,000
cubic feet. Thiswould equal the capacity of
569 modern railroad stock cars. The standard
sizefor astock caris44 feet long with avol-
ume of 2,670 cubic feet. Thiswould make
atrain more than five mileslong.

The deck spacefor the ark’sthree decks
would total more than 101,000 square feet
(9,383 square meters), or more than 21 stan-
dard college basketball courts. By comparing
the measurements of the ark; it iseasy to see
that it would be comparable to today’s ocean-
going vessals. It was probably the largest ves-
s of itstype built until the late 1800s when
metal shipswerefirst constructed (see John
Whitcomb and Henry Morris, The Genesis

to meet any size ocean
wave. The design of the ark would have
made it almost impossible to capsize.

Apparently the ark was smply afloating
bargelike craft. The Hebrew word for ark
means Smply box. It didn’t need aprow or
rudder. It didn’t need any sails, oars or any
other type of propulsion; it smply had to
float. Sinceit was congtructed in aboxlike
configuration, theinterior carrying capacity
would be maximized.

Caring for the animals

Many scoffersregarding the Genesis Flood
statethat it would have been impossible for
the eight-person crew of the ark to have ade-
quately cared for all the animas. This suppo-
sition is due to acommon misconception,
based on the theory of human and societal
evolution, that ancient peopleswere not
advanced enough for such aseemingly
massive responsibility.

Yet, whileit istrue that we have more of
certain types of modern technology at our
disposal today, the ancientswerein many
respects very ingenious. Consider the seven
wonders of the ancient world, which included
the pyramids of Egypt, the hanging gardens
of Babylon and many other notable man-
made works. Many of these marvels of con-
struction have never been duplicated since.

Much time would have been saved inthe
care of animalsif laborsaving devices had
been incorporated into the design of the ark.
Inreality most of the animalswould have
required very littleif any care once loaded
onto the ark. With the proper technology
Noah could have built self-sustaining cage
and confinement systems that would have
required little human atention. And even
without the proper technology, Noah had God
to guide him.

Theark likely made use of self-feeding,
saf-watering and self-cleaning technologies.
Such laborsaving designs were fairly
common knowledge in the ancient world.

The cages could have been equipped with
amesh-type floor and danted waste system
to move animal wastesinto a gutter. Once
in the gutter the waste could have been
allowed to either dry (becoming odorless
and inert), or be biologically composted by
earthworms and bacteria, or it could have
been dumped overboard by means of a
danted trough leading to the exterior. For
the larger animalsthe stalls could have been
built with dlatted floors. These containment
areas would have been large enough to allow
the wastes to collect and become dry and
inert. None of the waste would have
required human handling.

Food could have been preloaded into a
chute or container on the side of the cages,
enabling the animals to slf-feed. Enough
food would have been loaded into the chutes
tolast for long periods of time. Extrafood
would have been located in overhead bins
or nearby. Thissametechniqueis used today
inthe animal industry to increase labor effi-
ciency. Thiswould have greatly reduced the
time needed to feed the various animals.

Water could have been piped to self-filling
bowls or troughs. The water could have been
gathered through arainwater cistern system
or might have been preloaded before the
Flood. Ancient people commonly made
indoor pipes from reeds, baked clay and
bamboo tubing.

The ark was not a floating zoo. Animals
kept in azoo require much room, special-
ized food and individual attention. The ark
was an emergency vessel built by Noah
under God's specia and specific guidance.
It was more in kegping with the conditions
found in modern animal laboratories or
mass production animal factories, which are

Continued on page 29

Recommended Reading

For those who sincerely want to
know the truth, there is abundant
evidence that God really exists
and the Bible is His Word. Be sure
to download or request the free
booklets Creation or Evolution:
Does It Really Matter What You
Believe?, Life’s Ultimate Question:
Does God Exist? and Is the Bible
True?To understand what faith is
and its importance, request the free booklet You Can
Have Living Faith.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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God Values Everyone—Do We?

Helping my wife in her work with the disabled has taught both of us many lessons.

by Rex Sexton

ission Possible is aVancouver,
Washington, employment
agency for people with disabil-
ities. My wife, Patricia, isthe
director. During the past 10 years she and
her staff have placed hundreds of people
with disabilitiesinto paying jobsin the sur-
rounding communities. They have served
people who face every type of disability you
could imagine. Theseinclude people with
head injuries and amputations, the mohility-
challenged and devel opmentally delayed,
and those afflicted with every sort of dread
disease and syndrome common today.
Recently the staff members hosted their
monthly activity for disabled clients. This
activity has grown in interest each month,
and the attendance averages 60 with the
interested parentswho come along. The
activities are designed to develop friendships

golf, pizzaand games, or bowling. The over-
whelming favorite activity for thisgroup s,

believeit or not, karaoke! However, thistime

it was bowling.

Theteens and young adultsredlly enjoy
bowling, and some are getting pretty good at
it. They all understand that they're abit dif-
ferent from “normal people,” but they build
acamaraderie asthey spend time together.

Sometimes winning is everything

Asit happened, Paity and afew others
were bowling on the same dley as Jake (not
hisreal name). Jakeisblind, has cerebral
pasy and is confined to awheelchair. To
bowl, othershelp him line up hiswheelchair
and tell him to throw the bowling ball for-
ward down the lane. They usethe aley with
specia inflatable bumpersin the gutters so
thet there are no gutter balls. The ball often
bouncesfrom sideto side asit goesdown
the alley. Everyone cheers, and it'sgrest fun.

Asthey were playing, Jake was doing
quite well. After seven frames his score
was over 60 and he was leading the other
four bowlers on hislane. Everyone was
cheering for him and he was smiling. Patty
bowled after Jake and rolled a strike (not
normal for her, but with bumpers anything
ispossible!).

Shekiddingly remarked to Jakethat her
score was higher than his now, hoping to
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Why not look around for a way to help those in need?
and socid skills. Weoften gofor miniature - \any foundations and organizations that serve people

with disabilities would be happy to hear from you.

chdlenge himalittle. Instead he just dropped

his head down towards the floor and said qui-
etly, “That'stheway it dwaysis. | never win
at anything.” Petty felt terrible that she had
inadvertently dashed his hopes. After dl, it's
only agame and we were just playing for
fun. She could see how much winning a
something might mean to him.

Everyone was hoping that Jake would
win. But it didn't look good because Patty
was now nine pins ahead and there were
only three frames | eft. Petty tried her best
bowling skills at missing pins so that Jake
could win. Normaly this comes easy, but
with bumpersin the aleysit was not so sim-
ple because she had to aim for the corners.

Jake gained afew pinsin the frames, but
Patty bowled last and was only four behind
in the 10th frame. She prayed and tried hard
to miss, but knocked down three pins on the
first throw. Now Jake was ahead by only
one. On the next throw she was able to hit
the same spot and missed the pins. Jake
won by one pin, 95-94!

The other bowlerswerein the low 90s
also, but Jake till won. Everyone cheered
for him and Jake spent the rest of the
evening with abig smile on hisface,
shaking hands with people he couldn’t see
using ahand that doesn’'t work normally.

It wasabig day in Jake'slife.

“| just want to be normal!”

When | hear hedlthy, normal, blessed
people complaining about how difficult their
livesare, | often think of people like Jake.
We have known so many of them asaresult
of Patty’swork. In most casestheir disabili-
tiesare theirsto bear through no fault of
their own. They were smply born that way
or werein thewrong place at the wrong time
and wereinjured. They would trade places
with a hedlthy person suffering from “ stress’
or afew financial problemsin a heartbeat!

Two years ago Patty asked meto make a
device to hold plastic mailing bags so that a
teenage girl with severe cerebral palsy could
insert three or four magazinesinto it and
then sedl the bag. Since her arms and hands
don’t work well, thiswas achallenge.

| devised afolding spring-loaded device
on acradle, sort of like aminiature seesaw,
that she could push down with her elbow,
move one part of the open bag under, and
release o it would hold the bag open. Then
with her one or two good fingers on her
other hand she could push the magazines
into the mailing bag. | spent about two
eveningsworking in my garage to makeit.

As shewastrying it out in the office and
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having difficulty, she stopped and looked
at the office workers gathered around her.
Tears began to flow from her eyesand she
said very loudly, “| just want to be normal;
| just want to be normal!”

It was more than most of us could take
and not cry with her. After acouple of revi-
sionsthe device worked for her, and she
was able to work at her job for afew hours
each day stuffing magazinesinto mailers.

Remember the little ones

The percentage of people afflicted with
disabilitiesisrapidly rising in the develop-
ing nations. For reasons that the medical
profession doesn't yet understand, mental
disabilities such as autism and delayed
development are escalating much faster
than the general population growth. Ser-
vicesto assist these peoplein need are
strained to the limit.

At Mission Possible Patty regularly talks |

with adultsand children with disabilities
who have had to wait several years before
receiving assistance or help from state or
county agencies. Needlessto say, there are
limitless opportunities for volunteersto
give of their time and energy to help others.
Jesus Christ foretold atimein the future

when we will have to give an accounting for |

how we have helped those in need. “ Then
the King will say to those on Hisright hand,
‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: for | was hungry
and you gave Mefood; | wasthirsty and
you gave Me drink; | was astranger and
you took Mein; | was naked and you
clothed Me; | was sick and you visited
Me; | wasin prison and you cameto Me’
“Then therighteouswill answer Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we seeYou hungry
and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?
When did we see You astranger and take'You

in, or naked and clothe You? Or when didwe |

seeYou sick, or in prison, and cometoYou?

“And the King will answer and say to
them, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch
asyou did it to one of theleast of these
My brethren, you didittoMe” (Matthew
25:34-40).

Why not look around for away to help
those in need? Many foundations and non-
profit organizations that serve people with
disabilitieswould be happy to hear from
you. Specia Olympicsisawonderful orga-
nization that is always appreciative to have
volunteersfor activities and track meets.

Remember Jake and the thousands of

otherslike him. They areindeed someof the ||

“little ones” Jesusingtructed usto help. Gn

Making Sense

Continued from page 21

gandardsfor how nations and individuals
relate to one another—one law guarantee-
ing judtice, fairnessand mercy. Who can
create and enforce universa law? The
United Nations haslargdly faled inits
promise of creating aworld of cooperation.

What isneeded isaworld context, but
what culture can supply aworld view that
truly will work?Will it beAmerican, Arab,
Japanese, French? Can it be devel oped
through areligious ecumenical sirit?

Consder this: The Koran deniesthe
divinity of Jesusasthe Son of God and
clamsthat Idamistheonly truereligion.
The New Testament claimsin no uncertain
termsthat to deny Jesus asthe Chrigt and
Son of Godisto deny truerdligion. So
we'refaced with irreconcilable differences.
Thisdoesn't meanthat Chrigiansand Mus-
limscan't livetogether in peace. It does
mean, however, that unlessthereisafunda-
menta change, wewill beforever divided.

Thereisaneed for asingleworld com-
munity of shared values. It isthe only way
wewill ever achieve universal peace. But it
can't be accomplished by creating aone-
world market of consumersvying for more
and newer products. Sadly, it won't be
achieved by religious ecumenism either.

The prophet | saiah wasinspired to write
about the time when Jesus Christ will
return to this earth to establish His Father's
Kingdom. Herecordsin Isaiah 2:2-4:

“Now it shall cometo passin the latter
daysthat the mountain of the LORD’S
house shall be established on the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted abovethe
hills; and adl nations shal flow toit. Many
people shall comeand say, ' Come, and let
us go up to the mountain of the Lorp, to
the house of the God of Jacob; He will
teach usHisways, and we shall walk in
His paths’

“For out of Zion shall go forththelaw,
and the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations, and
rebuke many people; they shall beat their
swordsinto plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks, nation shall not lift
up sword againgt nation, neither shal they
learn war anymore”

Our Creator will alow humanity to
exhaust every avenue to creste peace and
harmony. When the Situation becomes
hopeless, and universal destruction seems
imminent, Jesus Christ will return to cre-
ate the peace, harmony and prosperity al
desirethrough leading al mankind to a
singular worldview—the right worldview.
God speed that day. Gn
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Discover Life's
Answers in
This Free

Bible Study
Course.

This study course (from the
publishers of The Good News)
isn’t just about the Bible. It's
about life itself. Why were you
born? What is the purpose of
life? What is your destiny?
What lies ahead for our world,
for your family and loved
ones?

Discover the answers to these
and many other vital questions.
Every month you'll receive a
new lesson taking you through
the major questions, themes
and teachings of the Bible (12
lessons in all). And it’s abso-
lutely free, with no cost or
obligation. Request your first
lesson, Why the Bible Is the Word
of God, today. Begin to discover
the Bible’s answers to life’s great
questions!

Contact our office at the
address nearest you listed on
page 2, or visit our Web site
at www.gnmagazine.org.

All materials are provided
free in the public interest.

July/August 2003 27



Letters From Our Readers

“Do Good People Really Goto Heaven
When They Die?’

Because you are so wrong on theological
issues, | must insist that you remove me from
your mailing list. Thislast issue[May-June]
with the quiz on the back about heaven and
hell wasthelast straw. | not only carefully
read each passage you quoted, but also the
context they were written in—and you were
wrong inyour conclusionsvirtualy every
time. | am embarrassed that you call yoursdlf
Chrigtians, becauseyou arenot. | will bein
heavenwhen | die. In fact, some of your peo-
ple might betoo, but that will bein spite of
your teaching rather than because of it.

RM., Wausaukee, Wisconsin

On the contrary, the scriptures quoted in
the quizare quite plain and speak for them-
selves. It'swhen wetry to read preconceived
—and nonbiblical—notionsinto the Scrip-
turesthat we find ourselves on biblically
shaky ground.

| just finished reading “ Do Good People
Redly Goto Heaven When They Die?’ | can-
not thank you enough for thisarticle. That
question has bothered mefor years. Recently
aclosecousin waskilled inacar accident. The
question was even heavier on my mind then.
After reading your article, | anrelieved to
know that thereis more later—we just have
towait onit and we“deep” until that day
comes. | have no morefear of dying. | can’t
put into words the weight you have lifted off
of my heart. | have goneto severd pastorsand
asked themto explainit to mein smpleterms
and dl they would do is quote me some scrip-
ture. | [eft not knowing any more than when
| wentin. | must tell you that sometimes
| hed doubts about any kind of afterlife. But
no more, you have saved me and now | can
be assured that living a Christian lifestyle will
pay off intheend. Thank you so very much!
Fromthe Internet

Anglican debate on premarital sex

“England’sAnglican Church Opens
Debate on Pre-Marital Sex”: Thiswasa
shocking headline | came acrossin one of
our local dailies. Needlessto say, weal know
that the Anglican Church has been asource
of controversy. A few years ago the same
Anglicans stepped out of line when they
began to consider the possibility of giving
leshians and gays positions of prominence.

28 The Good News

The moment we make an attempt to deviate
from what God demands of us, we definitely
runinto problems.

JKK., Nigeria

You'll find controversy regarding the Angli-
can Church briefly addressed in the“ World
Newsand Trends’ section on page 14, and
two feature articlesin thisissue that explain
the clear biblical teachings on premarital sex.

Church publications appreciated

Thank you for the subscription to The Good
News and the booklets AreV\e Living inthe
Time of the End?, The United Satesand
Britain in Bible Prophecy and The Book of
Revelation Unveiled. | can't begintotell you
how much | gppreciated reading these. | was
thewife of aclergyman for 35 yearsuntil his
desath, but have never read and learned what
| received from these commentaries. | had
found a copy of The Good Newsin abeauty
shop. | anenclosing asmall gift.

Mrs. C.L.T,, Chicago, lllinois
L ettersfrom acrosstheworld

The United Church of God isdoing amar-
velouswork. A minister of another church
said, after reading your booklets, that he
could now understand passages of Scripture
that he could never understand before.
Another church leader said that the United
Church of God iswaking people up and
making them think and ask questions.

Reader, Queendand, Australia

Currently | attend church on Saturday.
| would liketo try one of your churchesif
thereisoneinmy loca area. | know from
reading your magazine that your church also
keeps Saturday asthe Sabbath.

Reader, New South\Wales, Australia

Thank you for the magazine. Herein
Russial have never heard or known anything
like The Good News. Thereisabig need to
see world newsthrough the biblical light.
| share the magazine with my friendswho can
read English.

SN., Kazan, Tatarstan, Russia

I"d like to renew my Good News subscrip-
tion. | am sharing your information-packed
magazine with my friendsin Shanghai. Please
keep up the good work.

C.H.F, Shanghai, China

Seeking theright church

What an excellent magazine! Upon picking
up anissue at arestaurant, | haveread it from
front to back. My hushand and | arelooking
for aBible-based church. We have been
searching out churchesfor over ayear. | am
very interested in your church and learning
more about it. We have subscribed to your
megazine and are looking forward to receiv-
ing it. Please accept thissmall contribution.

M.C.,, Littlestown, Pennsylvania

Not many churches“walk” the truth of
God'sholy Word, so | don’t run from church
to church looking for thejoy of the full gospel.
| had never heard of the United Church of
God until I just received my first copy of The
Good News. What redlly amazed and over-
joyed mewas reading your article about
Easter. The holiness, without bunnies, of the
Passover observancein dl of itsbeauty has
never been done away. Please inform me of
achurch body nearest my addressand the
phone number.

JM.K., Lunenburg, irginia

| have no affiliation to any particular
church, asmy fervent prayers over theyears
arefor God to direct meto aBible-believing
church. Thelittle | have read so far indicates
that my search/journey iscoming to an
end. | need achurch which only believes
intheBible.

O.A., Cairo, Egypt

e deeply appreciate our readers interest
in knowing more about the United Church of
God. e encourage themto request and read
our free booklets The Church Jesus Built and
Thislsthe United Church of God.

To those who would like to attend a United
Church of God congregation in the United
Satesand Canada, on request wewill send
the telephone number of our nearest pastor.
Subscribersin other areas of theworld should
write, telephone or E-mail our nearest office
shown in the right-hand column on page 2
of everyissue.

Published letters may be edited for clarity
and space. Addressyour |ettersto The Good
News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254,
U.SA., or E-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be
sureto includeyour full name, city, state or
province, and country).



) Questions & Answers

Q: I truly lovemy Lord and Savior,
sowhy do | blatantly hurt Him by deliber-
atesin?| just do not under stand why
| continueto commit certain sins.

PM., Cdlifornia

A: All of usmust examine ourselvesto
make sure we have truly repented of our
disobedient past way of life. If we have not,
then we must make that turnaround, commit-
ting our livesto obeying God. Of course,
even when we have repented, that does not
mean we no longer contend with sin.

Our human nature involves the cumulative
effect of habitual sinsthat we may have com-
mitted in the past aswell asthe profound
influence of the environment around us.
Additiondly, that malevolent spirit Satan the
devil projects hisinfluence over every aspect
of what the Bible calls “this present evil age”
(Gdlatians 1:4). Thisadds up to astrong pull
to repeat the sins and mistakes we thought
we had |eft behind.

If we have sincerely repented, been bap-
tized and received God's Spirit through the
laying on of hands, then God releases us
from the death penalty and starts us on the
road to eternd life. However, the Crestor
doesn’t automaticaly remove our human
nature. So temptationsto sin crop up from
timeto time, especially those that have
dogged usin the past. Even the apostle Paull
wrote of hisongoing strugglestoresist sin
(Romans 7:14-25).

Through regular prayer, Bible study and
the power of the Holy Spirit, God will give
usthe needed defensesto increasingly resist
those temptations. That'swhy becoming
converted isso important. Even so, Chris-
tians gtill at timesyield to the temptation to
sn. Because God is compassionate and fully
aware of our human frailties, He readily
extends His merciful forgivenesswhen
we repent (see 1 John 1:7-9).

Having to resist sin helpsusin that it con-
tributes to building strength of character,
which to God is very important. Godly char-
acter then gives usthe strength to resist sin
S0 we may, with God's Spirit helping us,
avoid the heartache, pain and suffering sin
inevitably brings.

There's much more to understand about
repentance and conversion. We urge you
to request and read Transforming Your Life:
The Process of Conversion. It brings together
many scriptures about salvation, so that you
can grow in grace and knowledge—obtaining
God'shelpin overcoming sinand living His
way of life.

Q: | recently received your Good News
magazine and found it very interesting.
| would liketo know what denomination
you are associated with so | don’t get con-
fused about theinformation | am reading.
Fromthe Internet

A: The United Church of God, an Interna-

tional Association, publishes The Good
News. However, we are not associated with
any denomination of Protestantism, Ortho-
doxy or Catholicism. Wetrace our beliefsto
the Church that Jesus Christ founded in the
first century. Our ongoing commitment is
to continually recapture and practice true
biblical Christianity.

To fulfill Jesus' command to nourish
Church members spiritualy (John 21:15-
17), the United Church of God has con-
gregations around the world. Believers
assemble for Sabbath servicesto receive
instructions from the Scriptures and to
fellowship with others of like mind. All
our congregations share the same basic,
fundamental beliefs and practices.

Our ministers are available to counsel,
answer questions and explain the Bible. If
anyone would like to contact aminister or
visit one of our congregations, please feel
free to contact the United Church of God
at (513) 576-9796 or at PO. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45254-1027 or through
E-mall a info@ucg.org. If you live outside
the United States, please consult thelisting
on page 2 for the office nearest you.

Our booklet This|sthe United Church of
God describes our history, structure, organi-
zation and teachings. The Church Jesus Built
detailsthe Bible's definition of and teaching
about the Church. Both booklets are freely
available on request from any of our offices
or from the Internet

Noah's Ark

Continued from page 25
crowded but relatively clean environments.

Nature of animals a factor

Itispossiblethat many animals, which are
not considered classic hibernators, have the
latent ahility to greatly lower their metabolic
rates (Terry Vaughan, Mammal ogy, 1986, pp.
421, 469-471). Such lowered metabolic rates
can be brought on by severa factorsinclud-
ing temperature fluctuations, unavailability of
food and water, variability of light and other
environmental stimuli.

Many rodent and small mammals go into
torpor during the course of their daily cycle.
During thistorpor animals do not est, drink
or produce any waste. Although the ark’s

crew could have cared for al the animals,
this need would have been grestly reduced
if some of the ark’s inhabitants had either
hibernated or goneinto torpor.

When al the facts are considered, the
crew of the ark could have cared for thou-
sands of animals. Data from animal hus-
bandry studies have shown that afew people
can care for tens of thousands of animals
(John Owen, Cattle Feeding, 1983, p. 101,
E.C. Miller and E.F. Hodges, “One Man
Feeds 5,000 Cattle or 60,000 Broilers,”
1970 Yearbook of Agriculture (USA), p. 57).

What made the ark possible?

God commanded the patriarch Noah
to build an ark. He gave him plenty of time
to accomplish the job along with specified
dimensions and specific instructions.

Remember thisimportant biblical princi-
ple: God always makesit possible for His
servantsto accomplish any task He has
instructed them to carry out. The Crestor's
objective wasto save mankind; the patriarch
Noah was His human instrument.

Noah carried out God'sinstructionsto the
etter (Genesis 6:22). Like hisancestor Enoch
before him, Noah had aso learned to walk
with his Crestor (Genesis5:22-24; 6:9). Itis
God'stestimony that Noah was arighteous
man (Genesis 7:1). That iswhy our Crestor
remembered him and brought him and his
family safely through the universal deluge
(Genesis8:1).

Noah prized obedienceto God above per-
sonal popularity or anything else. That ishis
spiritual legacy to us down through the ages.
Thisisthe basic lesson weall must learn. 6N
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From our online magazine at
www.youthmagazine.org

Virginity: Is It Worth It?

Many people mistakenly think everyone is having sex before marriage,
but the facts show otherwise—with good cause.

by Ken Treybig

eliveinaNikeworld—a
“justdoit” society, to bor-
row the advertisng dogan.
This phrase has become part
of everyday language for
many Americans. And, in some cases, it is
good advice.

For example, instead of getting overly
uptight about whether aschool report will be
perfect and procrastinating about getting it
sarted—just do it. Writethe report and befin-
ished with the project. Or instead of complain-
ing about some chore around the house that
you don't particularly like—just doit. Thejob
will befinished that much sooner, and you can
go about whatever € seyou want to do.

Butis“just doit” good advicein all cases?
Consider the matter of sex. Much of the enter-
tainment mediain the Western world implies
or plainly tellsusthat sex isfor everyone, at
any time. Movies and television shows usu-
aly depict illicit sex between unmarried
people as common or expected.

Thelyrics of many modern songs carry the
same message. Sex sdlls, and the messageiis
that having sex with anyone you love—or
think you love—is perfectly acceptable. The
ideathat sex should be reserved for marriage
islooked down on asan outdated notion held
by religious people who are missing out on
something good. The ogan seemsto be“just
doit” when you want and don’t worry about
whether or not you are married.

If you listen to the entertainment world,
you might also get theimpression that every-
oneis“doingit.” After al, Hollywood pro-
ducers often say they are only mimicking
truelife. And dl too often young peoplefdl
for that lie. They can begin to fed embar-
rassed by not being experienced sexualy—
by being avirgin.

Word meanings change

It's funny sometimes how fluid the English
language is. Words take on different connota-
tions over time, depending on the prevailing
actionsand attitudes of the day.

Theword virgin has experienced that shift.
The Random House Unabridged Dictionary
Saysvirgin means a person who has never
had sexual intercourse. It dso lists many other
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meanings for the word—including pure, firs,
not exploited or not previoudy used. These
all have the connotation of something that is
beautiful and of the highest quality. Yet soci-
ety often viewsbeing avirgin inthe area of
Sex asout of date or bad. How ironic!

If you believein God, then you probably
understand that He isthe onewho created
human beings—and therefore also the Cre-
ator of our sexuality. Genesis 1:27 saysthat

God wrote Hislaw on stonetabletsfor ancient
Isradl, Heincluded a statement about being
sexudly involved only with your spouse.
Itisthe seventh of the Ten Commandments
(see Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18).

Inthe Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught
that you don't haveto carry out the actud act
to commit adultery—all you havetodois
look lustfully a someone and wish you could
have sex with that person and you've areedy
broken God's commandment in spirit (Mat-
thew 5:27). Our Western society hasgone
way past thelooking stagein theillicit sexua
activity it condones and encourages.

Why restrict sex?

It'svery natural to ask why God gave
such strict instructions about the use of sex.
If He created it, surely He knows how enjoy-
ableit can be. So why does He restrict sex
to marriage? Let's examine two passages—
onein the Old Testament and onein the
New Testament.

Proverbs 6:32 says, “ So one who commits
adultery isasensdessfool: he dishonoursthe
woman and ruinshimself” (Revised English

We live in fascinating and electrifying times in which
young people have more free time and money than ever
before. What you take into your mind is very important.

“God created man in Hisownimage; in
theimage of God He created him; male and
femaeHe created them.” Sexuality wasno
surpriseto God. He designed it and intended
people to reproduce and populate this planet,
having mastery over dl itsliving crestures.

The next chapter gives some details of how
God created aman and then created awoman
from one of the man’sribs. Thereupon God
established marriage, explaining, “ Therefore
aman shall leave hisfather and mother and be
joined to hiswife, and they shall become one
flesh” (Genesis 2:24). Asthe New Testament
later explains, marriageisto be honorable
(Hebrews 13:4).

Therest of the book of Genesis showsit
was pretty clear to most peoplein early ages
thet it waswrong for aperson to have sex with
someone other than hisor her spouse. When

Bible). Those are pretty strong words about
the redl-life consequences of sex outside
of marriage.

Notice that the teaching of God has not
changed inthe New Testament. In 1 Corinthi-
ans6:18-20 Paul says: “Run away from sex-
ua sin! Any other sin which aperson might
doisoutside hisbody, but if a person commits
asexua sin, heissinning againgt hisown
body. Surely you redlize that your body isa
temple sanctuary?You have the Holy Spirit
from God. The Holy Spirit isinside you—
in the temple sanctuary. You don't belong to
yourselves. You were bought; you cost some-
thing. Useyour body to give glory to God!”
(Simple EnglishVersion).

Both of these passages point out thet there
are negative consequences for sexual sins.

These scriptures show why God givesthe
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ingtruction He does about sex. He only wants
the best for us, and sex outside of marriage
will turn out to be bad for us.

The next question that might ariseis,
“What specifically are those negative conse-
quences?’ Thelast passage quoted shows
there are clearly spiritual consequences. God
isnot pleased when we misuse the wonderful
giftsHe has given us, and our relationship
with Him will suffer. For those who want
to please God and gppreciate the avesome
sacrifice of Jesus Chrigt, thisadone should be
plenty to make us determine we don't ever
want to disappoint God by misusing sex.

However, there are other aspects of the
negetive consequencestheat are perhaps more
visbleor noticegble. In the United Stetes, the
“freelove’ approach began in earnest during
the 1960s. What has been the fruit of some
40 years of promiscuity?

Divorces have skyrocketed to the point
that thereisadivorce for every two new mar-
riages, and sexualy transmissible diseases
(STDs) have run rampant. The consequences
of STDsrangefromirritation, embarrass-
ment, sterility and lifelong pain to death,
especidly inthe case of AIDS.

Teens’ shifting attitudes toward sex

Apparently thewarning messageissarting
to get through to more young people today.
The CDC (Centersfor Disease Control and
Prevention) released areport in September
2002 that indicates more young people are say-
ing, “let’snot” when it comesto matters of sex.

It notesthat between 1991 and 2001, the
number of high school studentswho say they
have never had sexua intercourseincreased
by 8.5 percent. The same report shows that
well over half (54.4 percent) of dl high school
students have never had sexud intercourse.
They have rgjected the*just do it” mantraand
the percentage tells usthere are more virgins
than nonvirgins. Perhaps young people
areredlizing that being avirgin meansthere
arefewer emotional heartachesaswell as
freedom from worry about STDs.

Sex creates astrong emotional bond—as
God designed it to. If that bond is created with
someone other than aspouse, the odds are
extremely high that at some point it will be
broken—resulting in deep emotiona pain
and suffering. Following God'slawswill help
people avoid that pain.

It'sinteresting that the same report says
that 67 percent of high school studentsare
not currently sexually active. That means
some have had sex in the past, but are no
longer sexually active. There are obvioudy
many young people who have made mistakes
inthe area of sex, but have stopped. Some-
times after making amistakeinthisarea

people get discouraged or even depressed.
Itiseasy for them to reason that Since they
cannot turn back the clock, they may aswell
just keep on being sexudly active.

Choosing “second virginity”

Thislogicisfaulty because God dways
alowsusto repent and change. If you've
made amistake, why heap on more negative
consequences by continuing illicit sexua
activity? It makes much more senseto
repent—to ask God to forgive you and deter-
mine to remain sexually purefrom then on
until marriage when you will be ableto expe-
rience thetruejoys of sexud lovewith God's
richest blessings.

Some have used the term * second virgin-
ity” to describe such astuation and to encour-
age people who have made amistake that it
truly isworth the effort. God will forgive, so
thereis no reason to keep heaping on more
negative consequences.

God'singructionsareinfinitely logical
and sound. They provide correct information,
rather than what the entertainment industry
portrays. Remaining avirgin has wonderful
blessings—physica, emotional and spiritual.
Perhapsit’stime we shifted the meaning
of that word back toward something that
isbeautiful and of the highest quality.

Entering marriage asavirgin showsthat
aperson has chosen to remain pure and unex-
ploited for hisor her future mate. And if
someone has dready madeamistakein this
area, “second virginity” will bring blessings
from that point forward. The past cannot be
undone, but therewill not be any additiona
negative consequences.

God definitely knowswhat He'stalking
about. Virginity isworth it. Don't let anyone
deceive you into thinking it is not—or thet
“everyone” ishaving sex. Don't befooled by
movies or sogp operas. Married people, trueto
their partners, arethe oneswho redly experi-
encetheintimatejoysof God'sgift of sex. G

Recommended Reading

Is God out to prevent you from
having any fun? Far from it! As our
Creator, He designed and made
us—and knows how we can en-
joy happy, productive, purposeful
and rewarding lives. He knows
what it takes for us to enjoy the
best life has to offer, and He gave
us some guidelines for how to get
there.You'll find them explained in
our free booklets The Ten Commandments and Making
Life Work. Request or download your free copies today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org

Want to
Learn More?

in The Good News, take a look at
our new E-magazine, Youth United, at
www.youthmagazine.org.

Ifyou like reading our youth articles

This magazine is specially written for our
younger Good News audience. Each issue
is packed with helpful, eye-opening
articles to help today’s teens and young
adults get the most out of life—both now
and in the future.

You'll uncover lots of fascinating facts,
meet many interesting people, discover
what's really going on behind the scenes
in our world, learn answers to your ques-
tions and find practical, down-to-earth
guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Check out www.youthmagazine.org
today—you may be amazed at the many
fascinating things you'll discover!

B P A

B Al Chesees Eoesi?

July/August 2003 31



Reader Updates

Go to www.ucg.org/gnupdate to sign up for E-mail 1
updates including breaking news, important announcements %
and more from the publishers of The Good News.

Is the B

Can you believe the Bible? What is this book,
really? Is it only a collection of ancient leg-
ends and literature, as many believe? What about
scientific discoveries that “disprove” the Bible?
What about historical and archaeological finds—
do they contradict the Bible, or confirm it?

These are crucial questions. Humanity faces
challenges that threaten our very existence, yet
all too often we ignore the one source that
actually has the answers. Shouldn’t we, then,

vle True?

check to see if this source really is true?

Discover the truth for yourself in Is the Bible True?
It discusses these vital questions and helps you
find the answers. For your free copy, visit our Web
site or contact any of our offices listed on page 2.
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