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magine, for amoment, two very different worldsin the coming months.
Inthefirst, U.S.-led military forces quickly drive Saddam Hussein
from power. No longer do billions of dollars of Iragi oil revenue go to
support himand hisgoal to dominate the region through weapons of mass
destruction. No longer does Iraq provide support for terrorist movements.

Next door, Iran, fearing it might be next in linefor attack if it doesn’t
changeitsways, abandonsits own pursuit of nuclear, chemica and biolog-
ical wegpons and itslong support of terrorigts. Itsreligious|eaders give up
their quest to transform the entire Middle East into aMudim theocracy.

Elsawherein the Middle East, Syria, another longtime supporter of
terrorism, abandonsits longtime occupation of Lebanon and accepts
peeceful relaionswith Isradl. The Paestinians, seeing the military and
terrorist support network provided by their key allies eveporate, eect new
leadership and accept | sradli offers of aPdegtinian Sate.

A cam sttles over the Middle East. Former belligerent powers begin
to usetheir ail wealth for modernizing their infrastructure, educating their
people and diversfying their economies. The world economy, seeing oil
supplies and markets stabilize, beginsto pick up steam again.

Now imagine some quite different scenarios.

With allied forcesmassed along Iraq's border, afew well-aimed Scud
missilestipped with chemical warheads—the kind Saddam clamshe
doesn't have—catch troop concentrations by surprise. Unable to don pro-
tective gear in time, the casualties quickly mount into the thousands. In
the Persian Gulf, explosives-packed suicide boatsroar inamong U.S. air-
craft carrier groups and detonate. A few of these craft carry an even dead-
lier cargo, and clouds of chemical and biologica poisons envelop the
American warships. Severd arelog; othersare crippled.

Although theinvasion of Irag continues, it dowsto acrawl at Baghded,
where Irag's best-trained, best-eguipped troops are dug in. Weeks stretch
into months before acodly victory is secured. The nightmare scenarios
envisoned by someU.S. military planners have cometrue. America's
military, though the srongest in the world, isthoroughly demoralized.

Throughout the Idamic world, anger at Americaand its* crusader”
dliesreaches afevered pitch. Inthe oil-rich countries, first one leader,
then another, then more are overthrown, viewed by their subjectsasbeing
too corrupted by theWest. Theworld il supply, lifeblood of Western
economies, isthrown into chaos. The world economy quickly follows.

Onthe homefront, “deeper” terrorist cells are secretly activated and
quietly spread to attack government buildings, schools and shopping mals
with deadly chemica and biological poisons. NoAmerican feds safe.

Doesthis sound too unthinkable to be possible? These scenarios—and
far worse—have been extensively discussed and written about by military
planners, international observersand antiterrorism experts.

Which of thesetwo vestly different visions might we seein the future?
Either scenario, and anything in between, ispossible. And they remain
possiblefor the next conflict, asAmerica swar on terror continues.

We certainly hope for acontinuing stable world in which the wonder-
fully encouraging message of Jesus Christ’sreturn to establish the King-
dom of God can be preached (Matthew 24:14). But God done will deter-
mine how long Hewill alow that mission to continue (Romans 9:28).

We dso know thet today’s relatively stable world will not continue
indefinitely. In Matthew 24:21-22 Jesus Christ foretells aterrible time of
globa turmoail preceding His return: “For then therewill be grest tribula:
tion, such as has not been since the beginning of theworld until thistime,
no, nor ever shal be. And unlessthose dayswere shortened, no flesh
wouldbesaved. . ”

Which crisiswill st thisfinal, unalterable chain of eventsin motion?
And, moreimportant, will you be ready?

—Scott Ashley

The Good News

March/April 2003 Volume 8, Number 2 Circulation: 439,000
The Good News (ISSN: 1086-9514) is published bimonthly by the United Church of God,
an International Association, 555 Technecenter Dr, Milford, OH 45150. © 2003 United
Church of God, an International Association. Printed in U.S.A. All rights reserved. Repro-
duction in any form without written permission is prohibited. Periodicals Postage paid
at Milford, Ohio 45150, and at additional mailing offices.

Publisher: United Church of God, an International Association
Council of Elders: Gary Antion, Aaron Dean, Robert Dick, Jim Franks,
Doug Horchak, Clyde Kilough (chairman), Victor Kubik, Les McCullough,
Joel Meeker, Mario Seiglie, Richard Thompson, Leon Walker

Church president: Roy Holladay Media operation manager: Peter Eddington
Managing editor: Scott Ashley Writer-researchers: Jerold Aust,
Roger Foster, Melvin Rhodes, Tom Robinson, John Ross Schroeder
Art director: Shaun Venish Circulation manager: John LaBissoniere
Editorial reviewers: John Bald, Bruce Gore, Paul Kieffer, Graemme Marshall,
Richard Thompson, David Treybig, Lyle Welty, Dean Wilson

To request a free subscription, visit our Web site at www. gnmagazine.org or contact
the office nearest you from the list below. The Good News is sent free to all who request
it. Your subscription is provided by the voluntary contributions of members of the United
Church of God, an International Association, and others. Donations are gratefully accept-
ed and are tax-deductible in the United States and Canada. Those who choose to volun-
tarily support this worldwide work are welcomed as coworkers in this effort to proclaim
the true gospel to all nations.

Personal contact: The United Church of God has congregations and ministers through-
out the United States and many other countries. To contact a minister or to find
locations and times of services, contact our office nearest you or access our Web site at
www.ucg.org/churches.

Scriptural references in The Good News are from the New King James Version (e 1988
Thomas Nelson, Inc., publishers) unless otherwise noted.

NORTH, SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

United States: United Church of God P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795
Web site address: www.gnmagazine.org E-mail: info@ucg.org
Canada: United Church of God-Canada
Box 144, Station D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada
Phone: (905) 876-9966, (800) 338-7779 Fax: (905) 876-0569
Web site address: www.ucg.ca
Caribbean: United Church of God, P.O. Box N8873, Nassau, Bahamas
Phone: (242) 324-3169  Fax: (242) 364-5566
Martinique: Eglise de Dieu Unie-France, 127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France
Spanish-speaking areas: Iglesia de Dios Unida
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795 E-mail: info@ucg.org

EUROPE
British Isles: United Church of God, P.O. Box 705, Watford, Herts, WD19 6FZ, England
Phone: 020-8386-8467 Fax: 01257-453978 Web site address: www.goodnews.org.uk
France: Eglise de Dieu Unie-France, 127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France
Germany: Vereinte Kirche Gottes/Gute Nachrichten
Postfach 30 15 09, D-53195 Bonn, Germany Phone: 0228-9454636 Fax: 0228-9454637
Italy: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale 187, 24100 Bergamo, Italy
Phone: (+39) 035-452.16.26 Fax: (+39) 035-58.21.40
Web site address: www.labuonanotizia.org E-mail: redazione@labuonanotizia.org
Netherlands: P.O. Box 93, 2800 AB Gouda, Netherlands
Scandinavia: Guds Forenade Kyrka, Mailbox 144, 111 73 Stockholm, Sweden
Phone: +44 20 8386-8467 Fax: +44 1257 453978

AFRICA
Ghana: P.O. Box 3805, Kumasi, Ghana
Mauritius: P.O. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius
South Africa: United Church of God, Southern Africa
P.O. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South Africa
Phone and Fax: 043 748-1694 E-mail: rsa@ucg.org
Zambia and Malawi: P.O. Box 23076, Kitwe, Zambia E-mail: ucgzamal@ucg.org
Zimbabwe: P.O. Box 3393, Paulington, Mutare, Zimbabwe
Phone: 09 263 20 68102 E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

PACIFIC REGION

Australia: United Church of God-Australia, GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia
Phone: 07 55 202 111 Free call: 1800 356 202 Fax: 07 55 202 122
Web site address: www.ucg.org.au E-mail: info@ucg.org.au
Fiji: United Church of God, P.O. Box 10577, Nadi Airport, Fiji Phone: 723-678
New Zealand: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22, Auckland 1015, New Zealand
Phone: Toll-free 0508-463-763
Philippines: P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO, 8000 Davao City, Philippines
Phone: 82 241-0150 Web site address: www.ucg.org.ph
Tonga: United Church of God-Tonga, P.O. Box 127, Nuku‘alofa, Tonga

ALL AREAS AND NATIONS NOT LISTED

United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795 E-mail: info@ucg.org

Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement Number 1487140.

Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address changes to
The Good News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027.




Photos: From top: Corbis Digital Stock, photo illustration by Shaun Venish/PhotoSpin, photo illustration by Shaun Venish/Corbis Digital Stock. Cover: Corbis Digital Stock

Table of Contents

Cover Feature

After Iraq, What Next? America Faces a Dangerous World

Once again the world’s attention is riveted on the conflict between the
United States and Iraq. Yet Iraq is only one of many threats to world

Iraq and the Middle East: A Century of Turmoil Continues Do other dangers lurk on the horizon? 4

Like most of today’s problems in the Middle East, the roots of the conflict in Iraq
extend far into the past. A survey of the last century is a remarkable chronicle
of turmoil that set the stage for today’s conflict—and for others yet to come. ... ..........uuieneinneinenan.. 7

Prophecy Being Fulfilled? The World Divides Into Three Spheres

The buildup to war in Iraq has revealed a world increasingly dividing into three
competing spheres, all vying for dominance. This shouldn't be surprising to serious
Bible students, because the three systems were foretold in Scripture long ago. .. 10

2003: The Storm Clouds Gather

Virtually anywhere you look around the world, the year 2003 has gotten off to
a very disturbing start. Only time will tell what the long-term effects will be.
But in the meantime we can watch and learn from the gathering storm clouds. . . 16

Homeland Security: What Crucial Piece Is the United States Missing?

Homeland security became a top priority for the United States in the wake
of the Sept. 11, 2001, suicide attacks. But could the nation be overlooking the
most important aspect of its safety? What is this crucial missing component? . . 18

Cloning: A Dangerous Journey Into Uncharted Waters?

In our world of stunning scientific achievement, will every biotechnology
advancement improve our quality of life? What about the rush to clone human
Why the ongoing turmoil in the Middle East> 7 beings—is this a godsend or a case of fools rushing in where angels fear to tread?. . 20

Should You Attend Church?

In our confusing world, few things are more confused than religion. Is God
behind all these churches with their different and contradicting beliefs? No
wonder so many are turned off by religion. What does God expect you to do? . . . 22

Do You Know Why Christ Died?

The indelible image of a dead man on a crucifix seems to be the primary
focus of modern Christianity. While Christians would agree that Jesus died
for their sins, most don’t properly understand what that means—but you can. . . .

Do You Know Why Christ Lives?

He came to earth, was born, grew up, lived, worked, died and was buried. He
was resurrected, then ascended to heaven where He sits at the Father's right

Does Easter Really Commemorate Jesus Christ’s Resurrection? ) et

Where did traditional Christianity come up with Easter and all its non- s

biblical paraphernalia? Why is the litmus test of Christ as Messiah persistently !

misread? Read what the Bible says about when Christ was really resurrected. . .. 28  what's behind the effort to clone human beings? 20

Regular Features

World News and Trends An Overview of Conditions Around the World . . .. ...................... 14
Letters From Our Readers Readers of The Good News share their thoughts .. .................... 31

March/April 2003

3



After Iraq, What Next?
America Faces a Dangerous World

As the world focuses its attention on the conflict between the United States and Iraq, it’s easy to overlook
the many other threats facing the United States. What are these threats, and what do they portend?

by Scott Ashley

ept. 11, 2001, may well haveforever  leadersalike. Throw into the mix weaponsof  provetrue of the Iraq conflict.
shattered Americans senseof invinci-  massdestruction (WMD), terrorism, unstable Whilelragissolidly Mudlim, the country

bility. Theterribleeventsof that day ~ governments and religious fanaticism and isdivided into two major competing and a
demonstrated that being theworld's ~ almost anything can happen. times antagonigtic Idamic camps. Its 24 mil-
only superpower doesn't mekeyouinvulneras Ashappened in the 1991 Gulf War, Sad- lion people are approximately one-third Sunni

bleto attack and sudden desth at the hands dam Husseinis more than willing to attack Musdlims and two-thirds Shiite. Saddam Hus-
of sworn enemies. If anything, it may meke  Isragl to draw Arab support tohisside. And ~ sein, aminority Sunni Mudlim, haslong kept
you amorelikely target. thistime few doubt that, if given theopportu-  the majority Shiites under his domination.
Regrettably, many otherswatched that diss  nity, hewould use chemical and biologica What will happen in the aftermath of his
aster unfold and learned the same lesson— warheadsin hismissiles, possbly augment-  fal? Oneworrying scenario isthat Irag’'s Shi-
that even agiant hasitswesk spotsand chinks  ing them with unmanned aircraft or agents itemajority may find anatura aly in neigh-

initsarmor. Arethese otherseven now lining  on the ground to spread deadly poisons. boring Iran, where dmost 90 percent of its
up, waiting for circumstances and conditions Isradl, for its part, haslong wielded an 67 million people are dlso Shiites—Shiites
to beripeto takether turn? Timewill tell. implicit threat—the “ Samson option,” by who control agovernment that is, for the most

Regardless of how eventsunfoldin Iraq, which, if itssurviva werethreatened, thetiny  part, rabidly anti-Isragl. Thus, neutralizing
the United Statesisfacing adangerousworld  Jewish statewould unleashitsnuclear arsenad oneenemy of Israel through defeating Irag
that appearsto beturningincreasingly againgt  and turn threatening Arab citiesinto glowing ~ may actually create an even greater obstacle

Americaninterests. A region-by-regionlook  poolsof glass. U.S. leaders have assured to Mideast peace should Iran'sand Irag's
at trendsis sobering. Israel of military aid and protection against Shiite Mudimsform some sort of officia
. . . hostile neighbors precisdly to prevent such or unofficia aliance.

Iraq: Tip of the Middle East iceberg? aregional conflagration and the devastating Iran, of course, isasignificant problem

“Never, never, never believe any war will impact it would have on therest of theworld.  to the United Statesin itsown right, with its
be smooth and easy, or that anyone who American military plannershaveasolong  own determined effortsto acquire or develop
embarks on the strange voyage can measure  been concerned about threets from WMD chemicd, biologica and nuclear weapons
thetides and hurricanes he will encounter;” to U.S. troop concentrationssuch asmilitary  and missilesto deliver them. Infact, some

wrote Winston Churchill in 1930, well before  bases and nava forces clustered around its observers have argued that Iran should be
an even higher U.S. priority in combating

Regardless of how events unfold in Iraq, the United teflrogﬁﬂ ?ﬂdthe;ﬁad_?; gM% /ind _
States is facing a dangerous world that appears Wi
to be turning increasingly against American interests. Russiais constructing anuclear reactor

in Iranthat is scheduled to begin operations
heled Britain through the dark yearsof World  aircraft carriers. While few believe Saddam later thisyear. It hasn't helped mattersthat
War [1. Oncewar begins, he continued, a Hussein has successfully developed nuclear  in December U.S. py satellites detected

nationd leader “isno longer the master of wegpons, the threat from chemica and two facilitiesin Iran capable of producing
policy but the dave of unforeseesble and biological wegponsisvery redl. weapons-grade plutonium and enriched ura:
uncontrollable events” Such an attack is so potentialy devestating  nium or that in February Iran announced that

Suchisthe quandary the United States that the United States has repeatedly warned it had begun mining uranium depositsin two
findsitsdlf inwith Irag. Certainly, ignoring the  that Iragi officersplaying arolein such an regionsto produce its own nuclear fuel.
problem indefinitely—as so many havebeen  attack will be prosecuted for war crimes. Anocther U.S. concernintheregionisthat if
willing to do, hoping it would go away—has  Lessvocally, America has a so threatened oneArab dictatorship isreplaced, no onecan
been an utter failure. On paper the United that an attack by Iragi chemical and biologica  predict whereit might end. Few Arab leaders
States has overwhelming military superiority,  weapons of mass destruction may be met arepublicly willing to support Saddam Hus-

grester than that of many real or potential ene- by anuclear response. sein'soverthrow precisaly becausethey don't
mies combined, and war againgt Irag should ) ) want to give “regime change’ vaidation—
be quick and relatively easy. What might success bring? lest it lead to their own downfall.

But the Middle East has a centuries-long Ashassolong beentrueinthe Middle Mot prefer the status quo and have been
track record of confounding the best-laid Eadt, resolving one problem often creetes willing to put up with adangerous, heavily
plans of generals, diplomats and political itsown set of new problems. Thiscoulddso  armed neighborhood bully so long asthey can

4 The Good News



maintain their own non-democratic hold

on power. Many are also concerned about a
repeat performance of what happened in 1979
in Iran, when extremists overthrew the shah,
purged their enemies and ingtituted Idamic
law throughout the country.

TheWestern world' sworgt nightmare
would befor Iran’s experience to be repested
throughout the Middle East, with anti-
Western Idamic extremiststoppling Arab
governmentsto gain control of most of
theworld's ail supply and astranglehold

plutonium. U.S. andysts estimated that North

Koreacould produce several nuclear weapons

from those materiasin amatter of months
and admitted that North Korea probably
aready had one or more warheads.

North Korea upped the rhetoric on Feb. 6,
announcing that any attack on itsnuclear

facilitieswould “ spark off atotal war,” whilea

government spokesman hinted at its own pos-
shledtrikes, stating that “ preemptive attacks
arenot theexclusiveright of the U.S” On
Feb. 17 North Koreathrestened to pull out

As has so long been true in the Middle East, resolving
one problem often creates its own set of new
problems. This could also prove true of the Iraq conflict.

on thelifeblood of the world's economy.

Asia: Threats from several quarters

When it comesto war, anything short of
decisive victory will often lead to the same
problemsrearing their ugly headsagain
within afew short decades. Just asan indeci-
svevictory inthe 1991 Gulf Wer left Saddam
Hussein in power with considerable forces
and murderousintentionsintact, so did the
inconclusive Korean War of 1950 t0 1953
leave another backward, belligerent regime
in power to come back to haunt America

Barely ayear ago President GeorgeW.
Bush identified Irag, Iran and North Korea
astoday's" axisof evil.” In December, asU.S.
forces began gathering in the Middle East
in anticipation of hodtilitieswith Irag, North
Koreaannounced itsintention (later carried
out) to restart its nuclear facilities, and in early
January it suddenly withdrew from the global
Nuclear Nonproliferation Tregaty.

The regime aso ominoudly hinted that it
possessed nuclear warheads and expelled
monitorsfrom the International Atomic
Energy Agency who had beenin placeto pre-
vent thefacilities exigting nuclear materials
from being reprocessed into weapons-grade

Photos: Corel Professional Photos (left), AFP Photo

of the armistice agreement that ended the
KoreaWar, accusing the United States
of repeatedly violating the pact.

Although hobbled by acommunist govern-
ment and economy that cannot adequately
feed itsown people, North Koreaiis neverthe-
lessextremely dangerous. Its 1.2-million-man
military isthethird-largest in theworld and
twicethat of South Kored's.

North Koreadso hasan aggressve missile
program—on Feb. 12 CIA Director George
Tenet acknowledged thet it had ICBMsthat
could reach theWest Coast—and marketsits

Scud-class missilesthroughout the Arab world.

U.S. leadersareincreasingly concerned that
theimpoverished North Korean regimewill
a some point add nuclear wegponsto the mili-
tary waresit offersfor sdearound theworld,
ether to governments or terrorist groups.
Andthat'snot al asfar asAsia’scon-
cerned. While North Koreamay be the most
publicized threet in the region, by no means
isit the only one. China has repestedly
threatened to take back Taiwan—Dby force
if necessary—and, if it decidesto act, would
likely do so at atime when the United States
ismilitarily preoccupied elsewhere. Indeed,

aready raised itslevel of military prepared-
nessin anticipation of just such ascenario.
Meanwhile, the I ndia-Pakistan conflict still
threatensto go nuclear, with India's defense
minister warning as recently as January that
Pakistan would be* erased from the world
map” if it used nuclear weaponsagainst India
The growing threat from North Koreamay
asoforce the Japanese to enter the nuclear
club, which they could likely doin months.
Buit if that were to happen, warnsthe Jan. 20
international edition of Business\\eek, the
world should “get ready for anAsian arms
race’ because“ Chinawould likely want to
boost itsarsenal, which would prompt India
to develop more nuclear weapons, which
would spur Pakistan to do the same—and
onand on into an ever more perilousfuture”

Europe: Distrust of the United States

Onething isclear fromthe diplomatic
maneuvering over Irag; Stark divisionsexist
between longtime Western allies—the United
States and the United Kingdom on one side
and Germany and France, the palitical and
economic heart of Europe, onthe other.

The shift in European attitudes toward
the United States since Sept. 11 hasbeen pro-

. ¥

found, asdiscussed in previous aticlesin The
Good News and our Sigter publication World
News and Prophecy. With the collapsea
decade ago of acommon enemy—the Soviet
Union—Europe and Americaare now incress-
ingly finding that less unites them than divides
them. Iragisonly thelatest in alengthening
list of disputes between the former allies.

Robert Kagan, world affairsanayst for
TheWashington Post and aformer U.S. State
Department official, describesthe European
mood in hisJan. 31 column: “. . . Anti-
Americanism hasreached a fevered intengity.
| livein Brussels, famed ‘ capital of Europe/
and have traveled across the continent over
the past year, spesking with intellectuds,
journdlists, foreign policy analystsand gov-
ernment officids at the endless merry-go-
round of highbrow European conferences.

in mid-February Taiwan announced that it had  The settings couldn’t be nicer; the food and
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wine couldn’t be better; the conversations
couldn’t be mare polite. And the suspicion,
fear and |oathing of the United Sates couldn’t
bethicker” (emphasisadded).

Many Americans have been puzzled if not
angered over French and German political
leaders refusal over the past several months
to get behind U.S. callsfor disarming Saddam
Hussaein—indeed, not just refusing to help but
repestedly attempting to block such moves.

“But here'swhat Americans need to under-
gand,” explains Dr. Kagan. “In Europe, this
paranoid, conspiratorid anti-Americaniamis
not afar-left or far-right phenomenon. It'sthe
maingreamview. When [German Chancellor]
Gerhard Schroeder campaigns on an anti-
American platform in Germany, he'snot just
‘mohilizing hisbase' or reaching out to fringe
Greensand Socidists. He' stalking to theman
and woman on the street, left, right and center.
When [French President] Jacques Chirac and
[French Foreign Minister] Dominiquede Ville-
pin publicly humiliate [U.S. Secretary of State]
Colin Powell, they're playing tothe gdlery.
The* European dreet’ ismore anti-American
than ever before” (emphasis added).

has threstened as much, and the U.S. govern-
ment haslong been a work on contingency
plansfor chemical, biological and nuclear or
dirty bomb attacks at the hands of terrorists.
American antiterrorism officialsclam to
have thwarted more than 100 terrorit plots
since Sept. 11, including severd attacks
planned within U.S. borders. In recent weeks
authorities have broken up terrorigt cdllsin
Germany, Italy, Spain and Britain—the latter
involving the darming discovery of ricin, one

America truly faces a dangerous world with growing
threats on many sides. Where will these trends lead?

Whileasgnificant number of Eastern
European countriesare ill pro-American, that
seemsbound to change asthese nationsredize
more and morethat their futuresand fortunes
areinextricably tied to France and Germany.
Europe and Americaappear to be going their
separate waysin the geopoalitical equivaent of
adivorce—the only questions being how quick
that divorcewill be, and how nasty.

The worldwide terrorism threat

Asif on cue, asAmericans struggled with
digesting news of North Korean nukesand
deep divisonswithin NATO and the UN, a
new taped message from Osamabin Laden
turned up urging suicide bombings and other
terrorist strikes againgt the United States. It
followed an earlier, less-publicized cal by
aHamas |eader for what are euphemigticaly
called “martyrdom operations’ should
Americaattack Irag.

Acting on information from various
sources, the U.S. government announced
in February that it wasraising the terrorism
threat level inthe country to orange, indicat-
ing ahighrisk of terrorigt attacks. Although
one warning was apparently ahoax, its seri-
ous hature—that Washington, D.C., New
York or Floridawould be hit with aradioac-
tive “dirty bomb”—forced officiasto act.

Yet, asnoted above, by no means hasthis
been the only warning. Saddam Hussein dso
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of themost lethal poisons known to man and
onefor which no antidote exists.

Lest weforget, on the heels of the Sept. 11
attack came asmall wave of |etters containing
anthrax sporesthat infected 23 Americans,
killing five of them. One letter openedina
U.S. senator’s office led to the closure of the
Hart Senate Office Building for three months.
Officias have yet to charge anyonefor these
crimes, nor can they redlistically prevent
smilar attacksin the future.

Thetask of protecting Americansfrom
terror is staggering. The cost of the 170,000-
employeefederad Department of Homeland
Security alone runsamost $40 hillion ayear.
Onatypica day thisinvolves checking 1.6
million airline passengersand another 1 mil-
lion people crossing U.S. borders, processing
24 million pieces of luggage a more than 400
commercid arports and ingpecting tons of
imported foods. Meanwhile, only atiny per-
centage of the 18 million shipping containers
thet enter U.S. portseach year areingpected.

The consequences of failure are high.
Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge
cautioned in aJan. 30 speech that “one dip,
one gap, one vengeful person can threaten
thelives of our citizens, at any time, inany
number of ways”

What's ahead for the United States?
The United Statestruly faces adangerous

world with growing threats on many sides.
Wherewill these trends|ead?

Bible prophecies of thetime of the end, the
period leading up to the return of Jesus Chrigt
and the establishing of God's Kingdom on
earth, do mention specific geopolitical powers
that will exigt a that time. But, somewhat
ominoudly, no power identifiable asthe
United Statesisamong them at the very end.

However, two end-time geopolitical entities
are specifically mentioned, and discussed
regularly in the pages of The Good News.
TheBible cdlsther leaders“the king of the
North” and “the king of the South” (Daniel
11:40). Perhaps not surprisingly, the geo-
graphic areas of these two powersfal within
two of the United States’ most glaring sore
spots—Europe and the Middle East.

What is destined to happen to the United
States? How will these end-time events play
out? Isthe stage being set for thisand many
other propheciesto befulfilled?You need to
continue reading The Good Newsto under-
stand the crucial events shaping our world
and wherethey are heading.

Never hasthe need for biblical understand-
ing been so great. And never hasthe need
been so great to draw closeto our Creator and
to our Savior and coming King, Jesus Chrigt.

In Luke 21:31-36 (New Internationa Ver-
son) Hewarnsus. “. . . When you seethese
things happening, you know that the kingdom
of Godisneer ... Becareful, or your hearts
will bewe ghed down with disspation, drunk-
enness and the anxieties of life, and that day
will close onyou unexpectedly like atrap. For
it will come upon dl thosewho live ontheface
of thewhole earth. Be always on the watch,
and pray that you may be ableto escapedl that
isabout to happen, and that you may be able
to stand beforethe Son of Man.” Gn
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Iraq and the Middle East:
A Century of Turmoil Continues

What has led up to the current crisis in Iraq? How did the United States
find itself in this deadly and seemingly insoluble quagmire?

by Melvin Rhodes

he world has changed drameticaly in

thelast 100 years—and nowhere more

50 than in the Middle East. Not one of

the nations of the Middle East hasthe
same borders or governmenta systemthat it
had a century ago. Whereas Britain and the
United States have enjoyed long periods of
political stability, nations of the Middle East,
aregion at the crossroads of three continents,
have seen little but turmoil and violence
throughout the last century.

A hundred years ago, mogt of theregion
was within the Turkish Ottoman Empire,
once amgjor power but by 1900 very much
in decline. It fell gpart during and immedi-
ately after World War |, replaced by new
nationslike Irag, Syria, Lebanon and the Per-
san Gulf States, al under direct or indirect
European control, mostly British and French.

Further change came after the Second
World War. Arab nationaists were incensed
when the United Nations divided the British
Mandate territory of Palestineinto Jewish and
Palegtinian aress. The Jewish state of 1srad]
cameinto existence on May 15, 1948—and
wasimmediately attacked by fiveArab
armies, al determined to crush the small
country of 500,000 people beforeit could
get off the ground.

The consequences of thisdivison of Pales-
tinearewith usto thisday. Most Palestinian
Arabs, many of whom had settled in Palestine
in previous decades, fled the new territory of
Israel and have been living asrefugees ever
since. But the creation of the nation of |sradl
affected not only the Paletinians.

Rising tide of Arab nationalism

Four years after the 1948 war, radical Arab
nationdists, set on victory over Israel and
determined to end the continuing British
occupation of their country, rose up and over-
threw King Farouk of Egypt in 1952. Another
four years|ater, the new nationalist govern-
ment seized the Suez Canal from Britain and
France. War followed. Egypt was defeated by
the combined powers of Grest Britain, France
and lsrad, but international pressure forced
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them out of Egypt and Cairo assumed control
of the candl.

Elated that Europeans had been driven out
of theArab world's most populous nation,

Arabsin some other Middle Eastern countries

was set to become |sragl’s greatest protector
against the Arab world.

From the secular to the spiritual
Arab nationaism was soon followed by a

rose up againgt their own pro-Western leaders,
replacing them with Arab nationalist govern-
ments. Irag'smonarchy, ingtalled by the
British dong with condtitutional government,
was overthrown in 1958. Yemen'sroya
government soon followed. In 1969 it was
Libya sturn when Colondl Muammar
Gadhafi overthrew King Idris.

Meanwhile, France hed logt itsmost
important overseasterritory, Algeria, in North
Africa, after many years of bitter conflict.
Then the Britishwere, inturn, defeated in
their colony of Aden, now apart of Yemen.
Faced with increasing economic problems at
home, the British announced their intention
to withdraw from the region, leaving the small
emirates on the western side of the Persian
Gulf to fend for themselves.

Americawas destined to become increas-
ingly involved in the areaasthe British
and French withdrew. Fears of Soviet
encroachment were realized with Egypt
seeking Moscow’s help. The United States

new force, one even more anti-Western and
posing apotentialy greater threet to |srael
and theWest. Idamic extremists overthrew
the pro-Western shah of Iranin 1979 and
have controlled the Idamic nation ever since.
Although mogt Iraniansare not Arab and
belong to the minority Shiite sect of Idam,
[ran’shrand of gtrict Idam soon posed aserious
threet to theArab nationdists of theregion,
many of whom were secular and seemed
mordly suspect to the lranian radicals.

In thisungtable region, change was set to
continue. An eight-year conflict soon began
between the theocratic republic of Iran and the
secular nation of Irag. The United States sup-
ported thelatter’s president, Saddam Hussein,
to keep theradica Idamic forcesof Iranin
check (though the United States evidently
did not arm the Iragis as many now contend).
Americasaw Iran asaseriousthrest, espe-
cidly after the Iranianstook captivethe U.S,
embassy gaff and held them for 444 days.

Inthe sameyear thet Iran’stheocratic
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government came to power, the Soviet Union
invaded Iran’s neighbor, Afghanistan, deter-
mined to back up acommunist government
that had seized power there. For more than
adecade the Sovietsfought Idamic forces
determined to drive out the invaders. The
mujahideen rebels, backed by Pakistan

and the United States, were led by a Saudi
revolutionary named Osamabin Laden.

Following the Soviet withdrawa fromthe
country (and the subsequent fall of the Soviet
Union), the Taliban, aradica 1damic move-
ment that was as set on driving out Westerners
asit wasthe Soviets, cameto power.

After World War 11, Arab nationdism gave
the people hope. If the Western powers were
driven out, people of the region assumed they
would be better off. But many weren't.

Their leaders, however, were. Corruption
was endemic, benefiting those a the top while
leaving the less advantaged worse off. Resent-
ment grew. So did Idamic fundamentalism, as
the radical stargeted the poor. Exploiting their
grievances and offering smpligtic solutionsto
their often complex problems, Mudim funda-
mentalists reorganized communities on strict
Idamic lines, concentrating on assisting the
poor with their needs and thereby building
asolid power base.

Theradical religious element is particu-
larly critical of leaderswho are deemed
pro-Western, wanting the “infidels” (hon-
believers) out of theregion. Thisis particu-
larly true of Saudi Arabia, Site of Idam’stwo
most holy places, Meccaand Medina, where
fundamentalists are determined to drive out
American forces.

Although the Saudi government is often
described as pro-Western, Saudi Arabiais
hometo one of Idam’smost extreme and
violent offshoots, the Wahhabi sect of 1dam.
Saudi fundsfinance mosgues around the
world, with Wahhabi imams (clerics) teaching
young children thisradical and violent inter-
pretation of 1dam. With surprisingly little
res stance in Western nations committed to
freedom of religiousbelief and practice, arad-
icd Idamicfifth columnisdowly but surely
being built.

Radica 1dam has made gains even since
Sept. 11. Both Pakistan and Turkey saw their
respective nationa assemblies change hands,
with both now dominated by Idamic extrem-
ists, whiletheir presdentsremain secular and
pro-Western. Nations throughout the Idamic
world are facing increasing security problems
from the extremigtsin their midgt.

Trends warn of worse to come

Another factor in this complex part of the
world has been the ever-growing Idamic
birthrate. Whereas most Western nations have

8 The Good News

low birthrates, some not even replacing their
populations and suffering popul ation decline,
the poorer Third World countriestend to dou-
bletheir populations every few years. This

has certainly been the case among the Mudim
populaions of the Middle East. In contragt,
the Jewish population of Isragl hasonly
grown through immigration as citizens there
limit thesize of their familiesliketherest

of Western society.

During the last five decades, the declining
numbersin the West have been replaced by
growing immigrant familiesfrom poorer parts
of theworld, including Idamic nations. These
demographic trends, if continued, could lead
to immigrant mgjoritiesin someWestern
nations sometimein the new century. Already
they haveimpacted countries socialy, cultur-
aly, politicaly and in the areaof security.

The percentage of Mudimsin the nations
of Western Europeis greater than the per-
centage of Jewsin the United States. Many
Americans are aware of how powerful the
Jewish lobby isin the United States and how
important the Jewish voteisin U.S. eections.
Now Europeans are finding they must con-
Sder their Idamic populationsin making
magjor decisons. Thisispartly why thereis
an increasing divergence of policy over the
Middle East, with France, Germany and oth-
ersat oddswith the United States. Europeans
have amarked fear of the consequences
of war in the Middle East—civil disorder
and terrorism at home could be the result
of Western nations attacking Iraq.

Background to the conflict with Iraq

One reason the United States did not
actively oppose Iraq in the 1980swas becauise
of the secular nature of itsruling Bagth party—
anationdist and socidist party smilar to
Hitler'sNazi party (and, as proven over time,
just asruthless). It wasn't that the United States
approved of Saddam Hussain's conduct; it was
rather that Iraq and the United States shared a
common enemy inthe extremist Mudim polit-
icd leadersin Iran. Smilaly, early U.S. sup-
port for Osamabin Laden’sfight againgt the
Sovietsin Afghanistan wasthe result of a
shared common enemy, communism.

The changeinthe U.S. gpproach to Iraq
camewith Irag'sinvasion of Kuwait in 1990.
Saddam’s claim over Kuwait went right back
to Ottoman days when the two countrieswere
one adminigtrative region of the Ottoman
Empire. But hisaggression, brutdity and theft
of oil werenot alowed to stand. Aninvasion
force of amost 40 countriesliberated Kuwait
in the Persian Gulf War of 1991.

But, in spite of hisdefeat, Saddam Hussein
remained in power. One year &fter Irag's
defest, the U.S. president, George Bush,

fether of the current president, suffered defeat
at thepolls. Thefollowing year, during avisit
to Kuwait, aradical group of Iragismade an

assassination attempt on the elder Bush'sllife.

American and British jets have been patrol-
ling the skies over Irag since theend of thelast
war, and UN sanctions have continued. These
actions put ongoing pressureon Iraq to endits
development of weapons of mass destruction
and have prevented Saddam from exerting full
control over dl areas of the country.

Irag'sfailureto comply with many UN res-
olutions hasled to the present situation. Hav-
ing suffered defeat once at the hands of West-
ern nations, why does Saddam Hussein now
risk hisown lifein another conflict?

The answer may liein thefact that Saddam
seeshimself asanother Saladin, theMudim
leader who defeated the Western Crusaders
amost athousand years ago. Saddam (mean-
ing “onewho confronts’), like most Arabs,
wantsto seetoday’sWestern “ crusaders’
defeated and driven out of the Middle East.

Osamabin Laden hasthe same desire.
However, these two men, who have brought
s0 much grief to the United States, are moti-
vated very differently. Saddamis not overtly
religiouswhereas Bin Laden definitely is.
Saddam isthe voice of Arab nationalism,

Bin Laden of Idamic fundamentalism. If the
two band together—a possible outcome of
this conflict, with the recent message from
Bin Laden urging aunited front among
Mudims—the West would beinfor an even
grester chalenge.

Could the United States be defeated?

A look at aworld mapillustratesjust how
much Idam has experienced aresurgencein
thelast 100 years. Itisasimilar trend to that
of the seventh century, when the new religion
of Idam spread out from Arabiain all direc-
tions, soon defeating the two great powers
of that day, Persaand Byzantium.

Idamic forces have dready defeated the
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Soviet Union by outlasting it through years

of exhaugtive fighting in Afghanistan. The
U.S.SR. was one of thetwo greatest powers
of thelatter half of the 20th century. Could the
sameforces aso defegt the other, the United
States—if not in thiswar, the next or the

one after? Americans should never become
complacent about such aposshility.

Already Idamic forces dedlt adreadful
blow to America's security on Sept. 11. As
adirect consequence of their action, the U.S.
economy suffered amajor setback not seen
sincethe Great Depression of the 1930s. Sexi-
ous chinks have been revedled in the armor
of theWestern aliance as nations disagree
on the best approach to the new threst.

American and dlied forcesare activein
many partsof theworld trying to stlem the
rising threat from radical Idam. Victory in
Afghanistan will only endure aslong as\West-
ern nations keep substantial forcesthere. Even
then, their authority does not extend much
beyond the capital city of Kabul.

Meanwhile, U.S. and British forcesare
heavily committed to the Iragi Stuation. Fol-
lowing a40 percent reduction in the size of
the U.S. military during the Clinton adminis-
tration and a cutback of morethan 75 percent
in British forcesin thelast 50 years, an over-
stretched military from both nations has been
sent in numbers not seen for many yearsto
fight awer in the faravay Persan Gulf. Regu-
lar forces have been joined by large numbers
of reservigts from both countries.

Certainly military risksareinvolved. But
there are also long-term economic and secu-
rity risksin awar estimated to cost $50-200
billion. It will bealong time beforetheripple
effect of this conflict settles.

Whilefew doubt Americaand Britain will
win thewar, they could easily lose the peace.

In recent monthsthe U.S. dollar hasbeen
under pressure from other countries, reflecting
alack of confidencein the United States
around theworld. The new European cur-
rency, the euro, has been the mgjor benefi-
ciary of the greenback’s misfortune. Concern
about arising U.S. budget deficit and atrade
deficit that was over $40 hillionin both
November and December have put America
at greater economic risk. Another Sept. 11
couldtip the scales.

Lack of aquick, decisivevictory inwar
againg Iraq would have asimilar effect. One
of the greatest fearsisthe possibility of rising
anti-Americanism throughout the region as
Arab peoples seethe U.S. bombing of Iragis
on their television screens. Leadersthrough-
out the region remain frightened about the
political consequences. Politica instability
will inevitably lead to greater economic
ingtability, which will inevitably affect the

U.S. and other Western nations negatively.

Already someArab oil ministers have
caledfor ail to be priced in eurosingtead of
dollars. Thisaonewould have a severe effect
onthe U.S. economy, which has been largely
built on cheap gasoline. With afalling dollar
and ariseinthe value of the euro, not to men-
tion possible oil shortagesdueto war inthe
Persian Gulf region, fuel pricesin the United
States could rise substantialy. A massive
trade deficit might even mean Americacould L
not find the eurosto buy enough ail.
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An end to all war

At atimelikethis, with so much uncer-
tainty and danger intheworld, Christians
need to remain focused on the coming King-
dom of God, the centra message of hope
and promise that Jesus Chrigt gavetheworld
2,000 yearsago. Mark 1:14-15 makesthis
clear:“. .. Jesuscameto Galilee, preaching
the gospe of the kingdom of God, and saying,
‘Thetimeisfulfilled, and the kingdom of God
isat hand.” He added the following admoni-
tion: “ Repent, and believein the gospel”

There's much more too. Explore our
large library of free publications cover-
ing a wide variety of biblical, family and
social issues and themes. Take a look at
our publications in other languages—
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sins, know that “the promiseisto you and to
your children” (Acts 2:39). Inthe preceding
verse, the goodtie Peter urged everyoneto
“repentand. . . bebaptized . . . and you shdl
receivethe gift of the Holy Spirit,” without
whichitisimpossibleto enter God'sKingdom.
Prophesying of thistime, Daniel 2:44 tells
usthat “the God of heaven will set up aking-
dom which shall never bedestroyed . . . it shall
break in piecesand consumeall these [human|
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” Revela-
tion 5:10 assures usthat in thiskingdom,
thosewho in thislifeturn to God in heartfelt
repentance and surrender to Himwill be
“kingsand priests. . . and [they] shdll reign
ontheearth” They will assst Jesus Chrigtin
finaly bringing true peace to the whole world.
Jesuslived in an uncertain and troubling
time, just aswe do now. Conscious of this,
Hetaught His disciplesto pray daily, “ Your
Kingdom come” Why? The answer follows:
“Your will be done on earth asitisin heaven”
(Matthew 6:10). Until the establishment of
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Prophecy Being Fulfilled? The World
Divides Into Three Spheres

Recent events have shown the world dividing into three competing systems, all vying for
dominance in a rapidly changing world. Does Bible prophecy indicate which will survive?

by Melvin Rhodes

nly 18 months have passed since

the events of Sept. 11, but since

then we have witnessed a seismic

shift in geopolitics. The signswere
aready there before the attacks on New
York and Washington, D.C., but it has since
become clearer that theworld isdividing
into three economic and political systems,
all competing for universal dominance.

Thefirst system, led by the United States,
might be described as a capitaist free-for-all
strongly based on individualism, promising
unlimited opportunitiesfor the creation of
wealth and the acquisition of more material
possessions. Thisforce dreams of globaliza
tion and the opening up of al marketsto
enable the world to continue to grow and
prosper. Of the three, thisforceisthe
youngest. AsU.S. Federal Reserve Chair-
man Alan Greenspan pointed out when in
London recently to receive an honorary
knighthood from the queen, this system
started in England about 300 years ago.

The second force, resurgent sincethefall
of the shah of Iranin 1979, isIdamic funda
mentalism. Whileitsroots are much older—
infact, its origins can be traced back to
Muhammad 14 centuries ago—its most
recent incarnation caught the world's atten-
tion with the overthrow of the pro-Western
shah and the holding of U.S. embassy
hostagesfor 444 days, finally released only
when American President Ronald Reagan
cameinto office.

If anyone had any doubts about where
Idamic fundamentalism was headed, the
events of Sept. 11 should have madeit alot
clearer. Thisreligious movement seeks uni-
versal domination, believing that theworld
will not have true peace until everyone on
the planet isaMudim.

Although not all Muslims are extremists,
extremism isgrowing and Muslims share
the god of aworld converted to [Idam. They
are motivated by such passagesin the Koran
as Sura 8:40, which exhorts Mudimsto

The Good News

“makewar upon them [non-Muslims] until
idolatry [worship of any god other than
Allah, which includes Chrigtianity]
shall ceaseand God'sreligion
[Idam] shall reign supreme”
(N.J. Dawood trandation).

Thethird force hasalso
been in embryonic form
for many decades. It also
tracesits origins back
centuries, further even
than Idam—all the way
back to the days of the
Roman Empire. Thisforce
has made great stridesin the
aftermath of Sept. 11, emerg-
ing as a serious contender
for global leadership. Itisthe
European Union.

These three competing forces do not
have clearly defined demarcation lines.
Thereare, for example, Mudims
in the EU and United States. The United

The lines of delineation between the three competing

spheres are there, becoming clearer as the three systems

confront each other over Iraq.

Kingdom remains a member of the EU

but is arguably in the American camp. One
of America stwo biggest political parties
would be quite comfortable with the EU
mode whilethere are thosein Europewho
would prefer to be more American. Inthe
Idamic world are many peopleswho have
embraced many of the materiaistic values
of the United States while remaining
followers of Muhammad.

But thelines of delineation between the
three competing spheres are there nonethe-
less, becoming clearer asthethree systems
confront each other over Irag.

Divisions in the West
While we see many similarities between

the EU and the United Stetes, there are also
many differences. Aswith America, the
EU encourages private enterprise—up to
apoint. Therole of the government in each
member nation is grester than in the United
States, theoretically ensuring amore
equitable division of wesalth.
Onedivisionincreasingly apparent isin
the area of faith. Americansin genera are
much more religious than Europeans, with
faith influencing U.S. paliticsin away that
has not been seen in Europe for centuries.
One commentator interviewed on BBC
radio thought that the strong religious
beliefs of both President Bush and British
Prime Minister Tony Blair wereafactor in
their alienation from other Western nations.

Photo illustration by Shaun Venish/Corbis Digital Stock/PhotoDisc, Inc.



Historical experience and perspective
aredso different on the two sides of the
Atlantic. Europeans are surrounded by his-
tory, with castlesand cathedralsthat are
sometimes more than 1,000 years old.
Awareness of history isgeneraly much
more widespread than in the United Stetes.

Americanstend not to ook back. Euro-
peans, however, are continually looking
back, trying to learn from the past before
moving forward. With so many warsin their
collective history, the nations of Europe are
determined to unite their continent in such
away that never again will there be arepesat
of thetwo devastating world wars of the
last century.

Conscious of the past, they are also deter-
mined that no other nation will bring about
acataclysmtorival those former conflicts.
Thus, opposition to war in genera is greater
in Europethan in the United States.

Remembering the two world wars of
the 20th century, and a Cold War inwhich
the Soviet Union threatened to gobble up
Europe, Americans tend to see themselves
asthe saviors of Europe and cannot under-
stand the seeming ingratitude of today’s
Europeans.

The perspectivein Europeis somewhat
different. The French perception, for exam-
ple, isthat Americabetrayed them twicein
the 1950s, in consequence bringing about
the collapse of the Fourth Republicin 1958.

Both betrayals were during the Eisen-
hower administration. Thefirgt, in 1954,
wasthefailure of the United Statesto come
through with requested military aid at the
battle of Dien Bien Phu, which resultedina
French defeat and the loss of Indochina. The
United States, of course, also paid a pendlty
for thisdecision, asthe Vietnam War was
the consequence of French withdrawal.

Two years later, American pressure
forced Britain and France to withdraw from
Suez after acombined military force had
recaptured the Suez Candl, seized by Egypt.
This, inturn, led to the French losing Alge-
rig, the home of more than one million
French nationdls.

The British learned from thisthat they
amounted to little without American sup-
port, and thus have been firm supporters
of the United States in subsequent decades.
The French reached a different conclusion
—that they couldn’t trust America it
can, of course, be said that Americans
have learned the same about France). This
attitude is still acomplication for U.S.
foreign policy, with France wielding veto

power on the UN Security Council.

Closer Franco-German ties

Closer to home, the French have aso
learned the necessity of aclose relationship
with Germany. German troops arrived in
Paris during the Franco-Prussian War of
1870-71 (leading to thefall of the Second
French Empire of Napoleon 111) and again
in 1940. In between these two events, World
War | saw massiveloss of French lives.
After three bloody conflictsin 70 years, they
determined it would never happen again.

Inageopolitica context, this meansthat
the relationship between Parisand Berlinis
of far greater importance than the relation-
ship each haswith Washington or London.

Making the Paris-Berlin axis of greater
importance was the reunification of Germany
following thefal of the Berlin Wall and the
more recent transference of Germany’s capi-
ta to Berlin. Both events have embol dened
Germany to play amuch greater roleinworld
affairs, asit has demongtrated in standing up
to the United Statesand Britaininthe UN
over the Iraq conflict. Ironicaly, thisatitude
has been encouraged by Washington, which,
perhapsforgetting the lessons of Germany’s
militaristic past, requested Berlin send troops
to the Balkans and Afghanistan.

Alwaysfearful of aresurgent Germany,
the French are not about to loosen theties
that bind them to their bigger neighbor.

To them, Franco-German tiesremain of
paramount importance.

They are of importance to Germany as
well. Many liberal Germans, mindful of
Germany causing two world warsin 25
years, want Germany to be firmly contained
within the EU, as do other member nations.
AsFranceisthe second-biggest nationin
the EU after Germany, the French connec-
tion isimportant to Germany. The Germans
gaininternational respectability through this
closelink.

Thisisnot to say that there aren't differ-
ences. The Germans want afedera Europe,
modeled on the German system. The French
prefer aconfederation with power remaining
in the hands of nationa governments. How-
ever, what isimportant to redlizeisthat both
are committed to afull European Union, a
superpower to stand up to, and ultimately
surpass, the United States.

Economically, it dready doesin some
ways. The EU controls more of theworld's
trade than the United States, giving it greater
economic clout around the world. One
example of thiswas the recent European

demand that Iran abolish the death pendlty
before any trade agreement could be signed.
European Union economic power isset to
become far greater when 10 new members
joinin May 2004.

Largely unnoticed in the United States,
the European currency, only oneyear old
in January, recently surpassed the American
dollar in value, areflection of growing inter-
national confidencein Europe at the expense
of America. Disparity between the two cur-
rencies may well widen further, depending
on how thingsgo in the conflict with Irag,.

Inforeign policy, the Middle East isthe
areawhere these two powersarein great
disagreement, as evidenced by mgjor dis-
agreementsinthe UN and NATO. Thisis
partly the result of divergent economic inter-
ests, with the Europeans heavily dependent
on ail from the Persian Gulf. Ontheissue
of |srael and the Palestinians, European
support of the latter standsin stark contrast
to American support for the I sradlis.

Rising Islamic power

This brings us back to the other force
inthisgeopolitical triad—Idam. Again,
Europeans have adifferent perspective.

SomeAmericansare avare that the Ameri-
can Jewish community has been asignificant
factor in determining the course of U.S. elec-
tions. What few redizeisthat the percentage
of MudimsinWestern Europeisfar grester
than the percentage of Jewsin America, mak-
ing Idam amgjor factor in European politics.
Fearful of domestic upheava, European
governmentstread carefully in deding with
Idamic nations of the Middle Eagt. If Euro-
pean governments support an atack on Irag,
the consequences a home could be disastrous
—intheform of domestic upheaval and
possibly even mgjor terrorist attacks.

The announced formation of apan-
European Idamic politica party in January
can only add to the concerns of European
governments. In fact, there are now more
Musdlimsin Europe than there are French
nationals! Almost al have arrived in Europe
sinceWorld Wer 11 or arethe children of
immigrants.

Sept. 11 hasonly increased European
fearsof Idam, arepested historic thregt to
the continent. Mudim Ottoman Turkstwice
attacked the city of Viennain the 16th and
17th centuries, while Mudim Moors reached
the gates of Parisin the eighth century.

Biblical importance of the three blocs
The Good News magazine haslong
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focused the attention of readers on these
three forces now at the forefront of world
affairs. How did we know that these compet-
ing powerswould come to dominate the
world scene?

Theanswer isfound in your Bible.

InDaniel 2:28 weread that “thereisa
God in heaven who reveals secrets. . ” In
verse 21 we note that God “ removes kings
and raises up kings” In another prophetic
book we read that “the Lord Gop does noth-
ing, unlessHereveasHis secret to His ser-
vantsthe prophets’ (Amos 3:7). Almost one
third of the Bibleis prophetic, and most of
that prophecy relatesto end-time eventsthat
usher in the Kingdom of God.

Throughout history, nations have continu-
aly risen and fallen. No power that reaches
the top remainsthere indefinitely. Before

World War |1 the British Empire was the
dominant forcein the world and had been
for two centuries. Before Britain it was
France; before France, Spain. Two thousand
years ago the Roman Empire was the might-
iest force on earth. God truly doesremove
kingsand set up new ones.

Before the second coming of Jesus Chrigt,
the Bibleinforms us that another powerful
forcewill arisethat isnot clearly seen at
present. Bible prophecy showsit to be afina
resurrection of the Roman Empire, which
dominated Europe until the fifth century.

While most Americansaren’'t aware of it,
various attempts have been made throughout
history to restore Rome'sglory. Thelast
failed attempt was under Mussolini, who
proclaimed the resurrection of the Roman
Empirein 1922. Later, in aliancewith

Hitler's Germany, the origina “axis of evil”
attempted to conquer the world. Together,
they succeeded in briefly conquering most
of Europe.

Europeisagain coming together, this
time not by force, but voluntarily. Thetwo
dominant nations of the new Europe are
Germany and France, recently flexing
their muscles by hindering U.S. and British
efforts to remove Saddam Hussein from
power in Irag. At the sametime, they are
pushing vigoroudly for afull political,
economic and military union of Europe’s
ancient continent, arevived Roman Empire
set inmotion by the 1957 Treaty of Rome.

Setting the stage

Prophecy showsthis end-time alliance of
nations coming together for ashort timejust

Are We Witnessing the Last Days of the Present World Order?

n a Feb. 12 article titled “3 Western Pillars Already Shaken,” The International

Herald Tribune stated: “Before a shot has been fired, the political tensions ahead
of a looming Iraq war are inflicting grievous wounds on the triad of institutions
that embody aspirations for multilateral security cooperation among Western
democracies: the European Union, NATO and the UN Security Council.

“This combination of interlocking security arrangements, which has enabled
the West to ride out trans-Atlantic tempests for decades, faces a simultaneous
challenge from within that could spell change or even irrelevance for all parts of
the system.”

German-American relations were already strained due to anti-American rhetoric
on the part of Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder in his reelection campaign last year.
And then, when it came to actually enforcing UN Security Council resolutions
regarding Irag, U.S. insistence on military action was met by hard resistance from
Germany as well as France—a stance that was then countered by support from
the majority of European national leaders.

The Tribune explained: “The crisis is so hard to manage, experts said, because
it calls into question, simultaneously, all three load-bearing pillars of cooperation:
European unity, the U.S.-led alliance and relations among the United States and
other veto-empowered Security Council members, including France and Russia.

"'Before, if confrontation arose in the Security Council, NATO would close ranks,
and splits among the European countries never threatened NATO unity, but this
time the trans-Atlantic fault line is fissuring all three of the organizations that
emerged intact from the Cold War," according to a cabinet-level British official.”

Where is this all leading—and why?

The end of NATO?

The Wall Street Journal came out with a surprising editorial on Feb. 10 titled
“The End of NATO." It stated: “France and Germany continued this weekend to
gamble with the institutions that have kept something called the Western alliance
united for half a century. The question to contemplate now is whether that alliance,
formally known as NATO, continues to serve the interests of the United States.

“This may seem a radical thought,” the opinion piece continued, “but it is
certainly warranted by the astonishing recent behavior of nations thought to
be U.S. allies. Three countries—fFrance, Germany and their mini-me minion,
Belgium—have moved from opposition to U.S. policy toward Iraq into formal,
and consequential, obstructionism. If this is what the U.S. gets from NATO, maybe
it's time America considered leaving this Cold War institution and re-forming
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an alliance of nations that understand the new threats to world order.”

Reference was made to Germany's suggestion that Iraq be turned over to UN
peacekeepers while allowing Saddam Hussein to remain in authority—ostensibly
to keep the United States from invading the country. “The real point of this exer-
cise,” stated the Journal, "is to prevent the U.S. from enforcing the U.N.'s own res-
olutions . . . The fact that Germany would even consider offering it suggests an
agenda aimed less at defusing war than at actively promoting American defeat.”

Worse still, in the Journal’s opinion, was Belgium’s announcement “that it
would do Paris's bidding and veto Turkey's request for NATO resources to defend
itself against Iraq . . . For Belgium to block such a request for self-defense
from another NATO ally is to drive a stake into the heart of the alliance.” France,
Germany and Belgium had argued that they could not yet make such a commit-
ment, as it would have implied approval to U.S. military action before official
Security Council sanction.

U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld said it was “shameful, for me it's
truly shameful.” And, telling journalists at a defense conference in Munich that
America and the other NATO countries would defend Turkey anyway, he stated,
“What will be hurt will be NATO, not Turkey.”

Belgian Foreign Minister Louis Michel remarked that Mr. Rumsfeld's “attitude
of ‘teaching the old Europe’ is insulting. Mr. Michel praised the Europe of democ-
ratic values, humanist Europe, the Europe of the Age of Enlightenment. He accused
the Bush administration of trying to impose 'a valet-lord relationship with Europe”
(“Belgium, Germany and France Cause NATO Split,” EUObserver.com, Feb. 10).
Clearly there are huge differences in perspective.

American outrage

Many members of the U.S. Congress were outraged at what they viewed as a
betrayal by key allies. At Congressional hearings, “some lawmakers suggested the
survival of the alliance may be at stake—a concern also voiced by [Secretary of
State Colin] Powell. He told senators Tuesday [Feb. 11] that NATO and UN alliances
could fall apart because of a reluctance to provide military support sought by
Turkey" (Associated Press report, Feb. 12).

In a House International Relations Committee meeting the next day, the com-
mittee’s top Democrat, Rep. Tom Lantos, said that he was “particularly disqusted
by the blind intransigence and utter ingratitude"” of France, Germany and Belgium.
“If it were not for the heroic efforts of America’s military, France, Germany and
Belgium today would be Soviet socialist republics,” Lantos said. “The failure of



before Chrigt’sreturn (Revelation 17:12-14).

This new superpower, more powerful than
the United States, will threaten the peace
of theworld.

Pushing at this prophesied European-
centered bloc will be anation or group of
nationsled by a“king of the South” (Daniel
11:40), possibly soon to emerge asthe
Idamic world increasingly turns against
the West and non-Mudlims.

Meanwhile, more and more, the United
States and Britain will seetheworld turning
againgt them, as has been evident in events
leading up to war with Iraqg.

But why? Unknown to most Americans

away from God and thumbed their nose a
thetrue Source of their national blessings
and power, they will soon reap the conse-
quences of their sins. God warnsthat He
will “bresk the pride of [their] power”
(Leviticus 26:19) and bring devasteting
punishmentsif they continueintheir sins
and refuse to turn to God'sway of life.
Theincreasing isolation and decline of
the English-speaking nations, therise of a
European superpower and the emergence of
fundamentalist 1Idam with increased conflict
in the Middle East were prophesied in your
Bible centuries ago. The coming together
of these powerful forceswill set the stage

Where can we turn for un-
derstanding in these confus-
ing and dangerous times?
How can we learn where
world events are leading us?
To better understand today’s
headlines and the trends dis-
cussed in this article, be sure
to request our free booklets
The United States and Britain
in Bible Prophecy, You Can Understand Bible
Prophecy and The Book of Revelation Unveiled,
and our World News and Prophecy newsletter.
To understand what God expects of you, read
The Ten Commandments and Transforming
Your Life: The Process of Conversion, also free.

and Britons, they arein fact the modern
descendants of the hiblical tribe of Joseph,
part of the 12-tribed nation of Israel.

Because they have progressively turned happen? Gn

these three states to honor their commitments is beneath contempt” (ibid.).

Even several days before Belgium’s action, “Richard Perle, a former assistant sec-
retary of defense in the Reagan administration and now chairman of the Penta-
gon'’s Policy Advisory Board, condemned French and German policy on Iraq in the
strongest terms"—particularly the former. " France is no longer the ally it once was,”
he said. “I have long thought that there were forces in France intent on reducing
the American role in the world” (United Press International report, Feb. 4).

“Very considerable damage has already been done to the Atlantic community,
including NATO, by Germany and France,” Perle went on to say. Yet he believes
Schroeder is a “discredited chancellor” who is out of step with the rest of
Germany. But is he? And what about the rest of Europe?

European majority opinion

There is no question that Europe is facing its own share of division. The presi-
dent of the European Union—now of Greece, which presently holds the rotating
leadership—said Feb. 12, “We are at a critical juncture.” Unless the EU nations
could resolve their differences regarding the Iragi situation, he went on, “the
European Union will enter a deep crisis.” And Iraq surely will not be the end of
the differences.

"Czech and Polish officials at the Munich meeting said that their countries saw
the United States as a guarantee of their stability and position, even against larger
European friends. They complained in identical language of ‘arrogance’ on the
part of French and German policymakers, who upbraided Prague and Warsaw
for publicly supporting Washington and challenging the line adopted by France
and Germany” (Tribune).

Indeed, many have accused the United States for acting unilaterally. However,
when most of Europe’s leaders rallied around President Bush, France and Germany
were suddenly the ones out of step. Washington was quick to label them the
new unilateralists, obstructing cooperation among the allies through minority
opposition that could force the United States to eventually abandon NATO.

But are France and Germany truly in the European minority?

Robert Kagan, author of the new book Of Paradlise and Power: America Ver-
sus Europe in the New World Order, explained on a Feb. 7 Fox News program that
America and Europe “have developed such different views about the legitimacy
of the use of force and the kind of international order we would like to see that
it's like that book Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus. We don't even
understand each other sometimes when we talk. We use the same words but come
up with different meanings. There really has become a serious ideological divide
between the majority of Americans and Europeans.”

Asked about the level of rampant anti-Americanism in Europe, Dr. Kagan's

for the second coming of Jesus Christ to
establish the Kingdom of God on earth.
Where will you be when these things

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.ghmagazine.org

response was that “some of it we can't do anything about. It's the price of having
more power than everyone else. Europeans have some resentment about their his-
toric dependence on the United States and their resentment that the United States
has all the power. "

Yet it's not just French and German /eaders who oppose the United States.
Kagan stated that “in France and Germany the governments and the people are
together, clearly.”In fact, a shocking article from Reuters on Feb. 10 reported that
in a poll taken in Germany by the respected Forsa institute, “57 percent agreed
with the statement: ‘The United States is a nation of warmongers."” While this view
is understandably outrageous and incomprehensible to most Americans, it appar-
ently represents what many Germans think. The survey further found that “93 per-
cent believed Bush was ready to go to war in pursuit of his [own] interests, while
80 percent said the United States wanted war to boost its power.”

But again, is this really representative of the rest of Europe? What about the
opinion in the nations that early on gave their vote of confidence to the United
States in the Iragi situation? Dr. Kagan explained: “In a country like Spain where
the prime minister has actually sided with Bush . ... [this] is against his own pop-
ulation, [as] 80 percent of Spaniards disagree with American policy.” He went on
to say that, “by and large, except for a few courageous souls like Tony Blair, and
the Spanish prime minister, and Silvio Berlusconi in ltaly, there’s pretty much unity
in Europe. | live in Europe. But let me tell you, there is very little debate going on
about this subject. Most people are just opposed.”

The world is changing

The Wall Street Journal concluded its editorial: “\We realize the end of NATO
has been trumpeted prematurely before . ... But the Cold War is over, and the main
threat to the West now is global terrorism employing nuclear and bioweapons. If
NATO cannot adapt to this reality by moving its resources to meet that threat, then
as currently constructed it has outlived its usefulness.”

These are truly momentous times! We appear to be witnessing the beginning
of the dismantling of the present world order. Bible prophecy foretells that in
the years ahead a new European superpower will rise to dominate the globe
fora short time. It is characterized as strong as iron and yet brittle too (Daniel 2:40-
43)—evidently fragmented by the interests of the various nations that make it up.

Prophecy also speaks of a vanquished America and Britain and a series of
calamities that will eventually send the human race crashing headlong to the
very brink of self-annihilation (Matthew 24:21-22)—only to be rescued at the last
moment by the dawning of a new and glorious age. You need to keep reading The
Good News for understanding of the times in which we live.

—Tom Robinson
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World News and Trends

An Overview of Conditions Around the World
by John Ross Schroeder

A Christian
Europe?

Former French president Valery Giscard d'Estaing
is in the process of drafting a new constitution
for the European Union (EU). Pope John Paul Il and
Vatican diplomats are pressuring EU officials to
include Europe’s Christian roots in the preamble.

In previous years the pope has envisioned a
European Christian superstate stretching from the
Atlantic to the Urals. But few observers expect the
current lobbying to succeed due primarily to ever-
increasing European secularism—and secondarily
to multiculturalism that now includes other faiths
such as Islam. Muslim Turkey is actively seeking EU
membership.

Given these stubborn obstacles, deciding on the
exact wording of a constitutional religious refer-
ence will prove to be an arduous task indeed. Ger-
man conservative member of the European Parlia-
ment (MEP) Joachim Wirmeling submitted a
provisional sentence which reads: “The union val-
ues shall include the values of those who believe
in God as the source of truth, justice, good and
beauty as well as those who do not share such a
belief but respect these universal values arising
from other sources.”

There is no way this compromise statement, not
even mentioning the name Christian, will ever
please the Roman Catholic Church. Nor, for that
matter, will it engage the minds of unbelievers.
Keith Wood, director of the National Secular Soci-
ety, recently stated: A very large proportion of the
European population is non-religious. We view with
concern the influence of religion in the internal
workings of the EU."

Europe’s present direction is clearly secular. How-
ever, the Bible tells us of a rapid reversal in this
ongoing trend when the time becomes right.

The book of Revelation describes a future period
when a dominant religion that calls itself Christian
will hold sway over the governmental systems of
Europe. At that time stunning miracles will trans-
form gullible masses into willing worshipers of a
charismatic leader who dares to stand in the place
of God. Having had little or no background in solid
biblical teachings, and unaware of these prophe-
sied events, most people will easily fall prey to
many insidious religious deceptions.

You need to read and study the book of Revela-
tion. It provides an overview of end-time prophecy.
As a helpful guide, we also recommend that you
request our free booklet The Book of Revelation
Unveiled. (Sources: United Press International, The
European Observer.)

EU embassies
around the world?

rafting a new European Union constitution

has brought forth a flurry of proposals from
member states trying to influence the contents of
what is now viewed as potentially the most
important document in Europe.

Not least among these is a Franco-German
proposal that would see EU representations and
embassies around the world (the European Com-
mission already has offices in 130 countries). As
planned, these Union diplomats would report to
a European Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Peter Hain, British representative to the EU con-
stitutional convention, recently said: “If George W.
Bush wants to phone Europe, he speaks to the
President of the Council (of Europe). If Colin Pow-
ell wants to, then he dials the new foreign repre-
sentative.” But those who know President Bush
will tell you that he is far more likely to contact
individual European national leaders directly.

Nonetheless, it is true that Bible prophecy
shows that some of these Franco-German impe-
rial dreams will undoubtedly come to fulfillment.
(Source: The Times [London].)

Extramarital
affairs becoming
more commonplace

arah Womack, social-affairs correspondent of
The Daily Telegraph, stated that “divorce rates
[in England and Wales] rose last year for the
first time in five years, leaving an additional
147,000 children [each] with a single parent.”
Divorcing adults often selfishly don't think of the

effects their divorcing will have on their children.

Let's face it. Although there can be many reasons
for divorce, the main one is and has always been
unfaithfulness to a marriage partner. Western atti-
tudes toward adultery are not that encouraging.

A major feature article in The Sunday Times
revealed that “up to 55 percent of people have
an affair at some time in their lives . .. One in
10 men admit to an affair in the past five years

. For men in London the average number of
sexual partners over a lifetime has jumped from
12.2in 1990 to 15.5 in 2000." Statistics about

College faculties
left-leaning

American colleges and universities pride them-
selves on diversity and don't hesitate to tout
it. So it's somewhat surprising that, when it comes
to the political leaning of their instructors, those
same institutions are anything but diverse.
Findings from a recent national study of political
party affiliations of faculty members at 21 top-name
institutions were stunning in the lack of diversity
and near-uniform liberal leaning among those who
shape the thinking of America’s young adults.
What were some of the numbers? At Harvard,
only 4 percent of the faculty were from conservative
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parties; at Cornell, 3 percent; Brown University, 5
percent; Penn State, 17 percent; Stanford University,
11 percent; the University of Colorado-Boulder, 4
percent; UCLA in Los Angeles, 6 percent; and at the
University of California-Santa Barbara, 1 percent.

In many university departments such as English, his-
tory, sociology, political science and economics,
researchers found only one or no conservative-leaning
faculty members compared to several dozen on the left.

Many American parents, concerned about the
education their sons and daughters will receive
when they send them off to college, have to ask the
question: Are these really institutions of higher learn-
ing, or of ideological programming? (Sources: Amer-
ican Enterprise magazine, Capitalism magazine, The
Christian Science Monitor.)

women showed a similar increase.

Of course, affairs don't always result in divorce. The
article stated that “new research suggests people are
becoming more tolerant of straying spouses and brief

“American studies have shown
that religious people disapprove of
affairs more strongly than others
—but have just as many of them.”

affairs. What matters more, they say, is ‘emotional infi-
delity.”” Genuine repentance by the offender followed
by true forgiveness on the part of the offended is
commendable. But in the long run so-called tolerance
(mutual or otherwise) of adulterous behavior can lead
only to more misery and unhappiness.

Perhaps the most disturbing statement in the arti-
cle was this: “American studies have shown that reli-
gious people disapprove of affairs more strongly
than others—but have just as many of them.” Such
blatant hypocrisy is shameful and embarrassing. The
apostle Paul wrote: “Awake to righteousness, and do
not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God.
| speak this to your shame” (1 Corinthians 15:34).
To better understand why God condemns any sex-
ual relationships outside of marriage, please write
for our free booklet The Ten Commandments.
(Sources: The Sunday Times, The Daily Telegraph.)
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Removing the Ten
Commandments

he entrance to the Alabama Supreme Court is
graced by the presence of a huge stone monu-
ment displaying the shortened but still correct version
of the Ten Commandments. Recently a federal judge

ordered the removal of this 5,280-pound monument
which, ironically, had been installed by the chief
justice of the Alabama Supreme Court.

The federal judge who ordered its removal
described the monument as “an obtrusive display
intended to proselytise on behalf of that particular
religion.” The monument was paid for with private
funds and also bears inscriptions with quotes from

B Current EU and
Candidate States

Tunisia

EU expansion into
Africa in the works?

uropean Union ambitions may reach far

beyond the borders of Europe. Africa is pres-
ently being considered as the next target. Long-
range plans apparently include North African
nations like Tunisia and Morocco being brought into
the EU. Eventually the United States will express its
serious concerns about European Union ambitions
in Africa. (Source: The Sunday Times [London].)

Moral guidance from
the United Nations?

ome British politicians and Anglican Church

bishops aggressively take the position that
without an official UN seal of approval, any Anglo-
American war with Iraq would be immoral. Other
leading politicians from Germany and France (and
even some in the United States) insist that the UN
must first validate the legitimacy of any American
conflict with Iraq.

Veteran British journalist and war correspondent
Ann Leslie minces no words with her frank rejoin-
der. "How can we take any moral guidance from a
body as venal, corrupt and self-serving as the UN?"
She points out that the United Nations is a political
body composed of countries, “a goodly portion of
which are run by murderous dictatorships.”

Libya is a case in point. That nation’s undemoc-
ratic leaders routinely deal with political dissenters
by beatings, hangings by the wrists, electric shocks,
encounters with raging dogs, threatening and abus-
ing family members of the accused and the like.
Moreover in 1999 the UN's own “Special Rappor-
teur onTorture” issued a damning report on Libya's
human rights record.

And yet the UN unashamedly voted to award its
presidency of the Human Rights Commission to
Libya. Typically, one of Libyan dictator Gadhafi's
diplomats responded, “By this appointment the UN
has demonstrated to the world that our human
rights record is exemplary.” Perhaps we shouldn’t
expect more from a commission that includes in its
members such noted serial human-rights abusers as
China, Cuba, Sudan and Syria. And, lest we forget,
the United States was voted off the commission in
2001, though it was later reinstated.

To add to this absurdity, Iraq was chosen to chair
the upcoming UN disarmament conference May
12-June 27. Yes, Irag—the very nation that has
invaded four of its neighbors in recent decades and

repeatedly defied various UN resolutions calling on
it to destroy its weapons of mass destruction as it
agreed to do after its defeat in the 1991 Gulf War.
The cochair of the conference? None other than
Iran, which is aggressively pursuing its own
weapons of mass destruction.

In practice the United Nations views all member
states as if they had equal moral standing. Interest-
ingly, Libya was elected to this office by a commis-
sion vote of 33-3 with some abstentions. Noted
American journalist and columnist Charles Kraut-
hammer observed: “They [the UN] will now welcome
a one-party police state—which specializes in
abduction, assassination, torture and detention with-
out trial—to the chair of the United Nations’ high-
est body charged with defending human rights.”

In summing up the Iragi situation, he concluded:
“The United Nations is on the verge of demonstrat-
ing finally and fatally its moral bankruptcy and its
strategic irrelevance.” Ann Leslie adds: “It [the UN]
is not a body from which we should take moral or
even, indeed, legal guidance.” (Sources: The Daily
Mail[London], News and Opinion.com.)

Religion more
important to
Americans

he Pew Research Center in Paris recently reported
that Americans say that their religion plays a more
significant role in their lives than in any other wealthy
country. This particular Pew survey, conducted in 44
nations, showed that 6 in 10 U.S. citizens described
religion as being very important in their lives. By com-
parison, even in Roman Catholic Italy fewer than 3 in
10 considered religion as personally significant. This is
typical of secular Europe.
However important religious beliefs are to a coun-
try, to be truly effective they must be reflected in right
ethical behavior. (Source: International Herald Tribune.)

== F

famous historical figures and documents such as the
Declaration of Independence. The removal order is cur-
rently on hold while the decision is being appealed.

Our multicultural age does not necessarily favor the
faith of our fathers. Also the rival forces of Christianity
and secularism continually clash in American life.

Some judges still consider the Ten Command-
ments to be the moral foundation of American law,
which indeed they are. While Christians are encour-
aged to write God's law in their hearts through the
power of God's Spirit, a physical display also reminds
us of the existence of this unique moral code of con-
duct given directly by our Creator. To better under-
stand this crucial set of laws, request our free book-
let The Ten Commandments. (Source: The Daily
Telegraph [London].)

Famine stalks Africa

World hunger is on the rise again, much of it
afflicting the African continent, especially

the sub-Sahara. To put the numbers in perspective
the Los Angeles Times reports: “Every year about
six million children under the age of 5 die as a result
of hunger and malnutrition, says a UN study . . .
That's as if all of California’s children in that age
group—more than twice over—starved to death.”

This increase in world hunger is primarily
because of a combination of wars, droughts, floods
and governmental corruption and mismanage-
ment, the latter of which has in turn led to a short-
fall in donations from wealthy nations. The UN
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAQ) puts the
number of undernourished people at 840 million
—roughly 15 percent of the world's people. “After
some progress in the 1990s, the rate has returned
to levels of a decade ago” (Los Angeles Times).

The Independent on Sunday's environment edi-
tor, Geoffrey Lean, further explained that “this
year's total world harvest will fall for the fifth
year in succession, while the global population
continues to grow.”

More specifically, famine has retumned to
Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa. Nearly 6 million
people are in desperate need of food supplies to
avert starvation. Perhaps another million require
immediate help in Eritrea. Also, Sudan, Kenya,
Somalia, Zimbabwe and other African nations are
experiencing severe food shortages.

Lesotho is another case in point. Too much rain
devastated crops in that country, so people are
dying there. Mountainous roads are a barrier to
getting aid supplies through to the population. A
London Timesfeature article stated that “crop pro-
duction has declined sharply over the past three
decades and is expected to cease altogether over
large swaths of arable land because of soil erosion
and declining soil fertility.” A 31 percent HIV-AIDS
infection rate complicates matters further.

The book of Revelation records the devastation
wrought by the four horsemen of the Apocalypse,
one of which symbolizes hunger and famine (6:5-
6). It appears to already be riding in Africa.
(Sources: The Independent on Sunday, The Times
[both London], Los Angeles Times.)
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2003: The Storm Clouds Gather

What long-term effects will come from the unsettling events so far in 20032 No human being knows
for sure. But we can observe, analyze and learn from the storm clouds gathering on the horizon.

by Don Ward

ollsters asked the American peoplein
recent surveys. What are your grestest
concernsfor 20037 In mogt pollsthe
number one answer waswar inthe
Middle East; number two was the economy.

How will war with Iraq affect your life?
Anxiety over war in the Middle East has
aready affected your wallet. Wer fearsand
unrest inVenezuela have caused oil pricesto
shoot up rapidly in recent weeks—the spot
price exceeding $36 abarrel asof thiswriting.
In some parts of the United States energy
costs have soared as an arctic winter sent ther-
mometers plummeting as far south as Miami.

The stock market isdown for the third year
in arow, hammered recently by uncertainty,
war fearsand rising energy costs. Consumer
spending is dumping, unemployment is
growing, manufacturing continuesto dow
and the trade deficit is spiraling out of sight.
TheU.S. dallar continuesto lose ground
againg the euro as prospectsfor abrighter
U.S. economic future grow dimmer.

According to Stratfor Report, Japan, with
the world's second largest economy, contin-
uesto wallow in aprotracted economic bust.
Japan’s Nikkei index haslost around 20
percent of itsvalue over the last year.

Germany, with theworld'sthird largest
economy, aso continuesto experience grave
difficulties. Germany’s unemployment rate
gandsat 10 percent. Some of the nation’s
largest banksareintrouble.

Recently, German businessleaders
expressed their concernswith the economic
policies of Gerhard Schroeder's government.
The chairman of Adidas cdled the govern-
ment “conceptionless’ and said that “ nobody
hasaclueinthisoveral chaos” whilethe
head of IKB Deutsche Industriebank said,
“Not since the end of the [Second World]
war have conditions been as bad astoday.”

Worldwide quest for armaments

Much of the economic vitality of the
nationsis continually siphoned off in their
pursuit of asamaments. The nations of the
world aretrying to beat as many plowshares
into swords as possible. The prophet Joel
prophesies of the preludeto end-time warfare:
“Proclaim thisamong the nations. * Prepare
for war! Wake up the mighty men, let al the
men of war draw near, let them come up. Begat
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your plowsharesinto swords and your prun-
ing hooksinto spears; let theweak say, “1 am
strong”’” (Joel 3:9-10).

Americasmilitary isthe country’sbiggest
business. The 2003 Department of Defense
budget is $369 billion, plus another $10
billionin supplementa fundsfor fighting
terrorism if needed.

U.S. President George W. Bush has ordered

the military to begin installing anationa mis-
slle defense system. Ten ground-based inter-
ceptorswill beingtaled in Fort Gredley,
Alaska, by 2004 and 10 more will be added
by 2005 or 2006. Washington also requested
permission from the Danish and British
governmentsto useradar stesin Greenland
and England. Many analystsbelieve that this
movewill set off another asamsrace Smilar to
the one that consumed much of the resources
of the United States and the Soviet Union
during the Cold War.

North Korea, one of President Bush's“ axis
of evil” nations, has recently admitted that it
has nuclear wegpons. In December the nation
pulled out of the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty and expelled the UN observerswho
were monitoring its mothballed nuclear
power reactor, then announced they were
restarting the reactor—which would enable
it to create more bomb-making materias.

Then on Feb. 12 CIA Director George Tenet
acknowledged that North Koreahasintercon-
tinental ballistic missiles capable of delivering
nuclear wegponsto the West Coast of the
United States.

The situation in Korea appearsto be reach-
ing crigis proportions, with North Korean offi-
ciasthrestening “total war” and preemptive

drikes againg the United States. North Korea
appearsto be coldly calculating the odds,
wondering if Americaisableand willing
tofight an active war on two fronts.

China, the world's most popul ous nation,
issounding aclear clarion call that she
intendsto displace the United States asthe
preeminent power on the face of the earth.

Bible prophecy revealsthat a powerful
aliancewill bethe dominant world power
just before Christ returns. According to
Danidl, a European-centered power (caled
the“beast” in the book of Revelation) will
eventually enter and set up its headquartersin
Jerusalem. “He shall also enter the Glorious
Land. .. But newsfrom the east and the north
shdl trouble him; therefore he shall go out
with greet fury to destroy and annihilate
many. And he shdl plant thetents of his
pal ace between the seas and the glorious holy
mountain; yet he shal cometo hisend, and
no onewill help him” (Daniel 11:41, 44-45).

PhotoSpin



Tidingsout of the east and the north (direc-
tionsare from the point of view of Jerusalem
in the prophecy) troublethe“beast,” indicat-
ing that the world is divided between East
and West. Neither Chinanor nations from the
Middle East will have control of the Middle
Eadt at the end of this present evil age.

Disease epidemics to escalate

Hedlth experts estimate that some 20 mil-
lion peoplewill die of AIDS on the continent
of Africain the next few years. American
politicians, businessmen and entertainment
figures have visited Africaand pledged finan-
cid support infighting AIDS. Bill Gates,
founder of Microsoft, has pledged millions
of dollarsto fight the disease there.

OnJan. 28, in his State of the Union
address, President Bush proposed an emer-
gency planfor AIDSrelief to help inthefight
agang AIDSinAfrica Theintent of this
planisto “prevent 7 million new AIDSinfec-
tions, treat at |east 2 million peoplewith life-
extending drugs and provide humane carefor
millions of people suffering from AIDS and
for children orphaned by AIDS.” He asked
the U.S. Congressto commit $15 hillion over
the next fiveyearsto fight AIDSin Africa
and the Caribbean.

In an effort to try to understand the nature
of disease epidemicsin generd, scientists
have been looking at the environmental con-
nection to meningitis, which ravages desert
areas of North Africa. They believe that there
isaconnection to the“ desertification” that's
been happening over the past 40 years. The
disease doesn't occur in the forested areas
of Central Africa, butisendemicin the dry
region stretching from Senegal to Ethiopia

Many of the more communicable diseases
are becoming more and more resistant to the
so-called miracle drugs. New and moreviru-
lent srainsof various diseases arerearing
their ugly heads.

Upset weather conditions, food disparity

Scientists have made greet stridesin being
ableto predict the weather. Yet they cannot
control it or in many cases even beginto
understand it. Scientiststalk about global
warming and the El Nifio effect, but they il
don't redlly know what is causing either one.

Drought plagues some areas while others
receive too much rain. God foretold such a
time through the prophet Amos: “1 aso with-
held rain from you, when there were il three
monthsto the harvest. | madeit rain on one
city, | withheld rain from another city. One
part was rained upon, and whereit did not
rain the part withered” (Amos4:7).

Up to 24,000 people aday—three quarters
of them children under the age of 5—die of

hunger-reated causes. More than 800 million
peaple are chronically undernourished, 180
million children are severdly underweight for
their age and, saysthe UN, 2 billion people
suffer from nutrient-deficiency diseases.

Yet the problem isnot one of ascarcity of
food. The United States exports 60 percent
of thefood it grows, but evenin America, 26
million people arein need of food handouts.

Only 20 years ago, Ghana used to export
rice; today itsriceindustry has collapsed
under U.S. and Tha imports. Many Pekistani
farmers have burned their harvestsin despera:
tion because they arelosing money. About 20
percent of Africa'sfood now comesfromrich
countries, even though it could in many cases
grow itsown.

Water becomes more and more scarce

Astheworld seeks and fightsfor the oil
fields of the globe, in time another liquid
will become even more preciousthan dl the
world's petroleum reserves—water! A World
Bank forecast for South Korea, aréatively
well-watered country, caculatesthat if its
economy grows 5 percent ayear, industry’s
demand for water will cut in half the amount
availablefor farming within 23 years.

In China, the water needed to produce
oneton of wheat worth $200 can be used to
expand industrid output by $14,000. Farm-
ing, anaysts predict, will always|ose out
toindustry.

The paradox isthat as nations continue
toincreaseindustrial production, water use
increases exponentidly. Theresult isless
and lesswaeter for growing food. Asthefood
supply of acountry decreases, itisforced
to depend more on other countries.

Moral decline continues to accelerate

Various authors have written volumes con-
cerning America's obsession with materiaism
and pleasure seeking. Supreme Court nomi-
nee Robert Bork gained notoriety with his
book Souching Towards Gomorrah, inwhich
he graphically describesthe disturbing trends
of America sincreasing obsesson with
sensud pleasure.

The United Statesisnow inwhat | call “the
post-immora state” and haslapsed into astate
of amorality. Amoraity meansno standards
of mordity are universdly accepted. AsVictor
DavisHanson writesin The National Review
Onling, “Thereisapostmodern amoraity
afloat—the dividend of years of an American
educationa system in which higtoricd igno-
rance, culturd relativism, and well-intentioned
theory, in place of cold facts, hasreigned”
(“Postmodern Palestine” March 29, 2002).

When anation fallsinto the cesspool
of amorality, the only universally accepted

sandard isthat dl lifestylesareto be equaly
accepted. Thusthe greatest evil becomes
intolerance of another person’slifestyle. Then
intolerance is suddenly defined as hate, and
then laws are passed to prosecute those who
would condemn another person’slifestyle.

So one of the mogt disturbing trendsinthe
United Statesis the secularization of society,
to the point that all standards of behavior are
to be equally tolerated. Thishasfar-reaching
implicationsfor its people.

Americaisanationinwhich 90 percent
of the people professthat they believein God.
Its currency bearsthe national motto, “In God
WeTrugt” Itscitizensand school children
repest the pledge of dlegianceto the flag with
the affirmation, “ One nation under God.” In
itscourtsjurors and witnessesare swornin
with thewords, “so hep me God.”

But the question of the day is, do Amei-
cansredly believein the God of the Bible?
Based on the popular culture of the day, one
would have to concludethat their belief is
betrayed by their hedonidtic lifestyles. Many
Americansare now drivento try to squeeze
out every ounce of pleasurethey canwhile
at the sametimewallowing in the pits of
hopel essness and despair, having lost sight
of persona and nationd integrity.

A warning to all

Inview of dl of this, in Luke 21:34-36
Christ admonishes everyonewho will listen
to “take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts
be weighed down with carousing, drunken-
ness, and cares of thislife, and that Day [of
end-time calamity preceding Chrigt’sreturn]
come on you unexpectedly. For it will come
asasnareon al thosewho dwell on theface
of thewhole earth. Watch therefore, and pray
alwaysthat you may be counted worthy to
escape al these things that will cometo pass,
and to stand before the Son of Man”

Will you beready? Gn

Recommended Reading

What's behind the increasing
troubles, the gathering storm
clouds we see all around us?
What do these things mean?
Does Bible prophecy give us
any indication? To help you
understand where our world
is heading, we've prepared
several eye-opening booklets
to help you understand the
meaning of world trends and events. Be sure to
read Are We Living in the Time of the End? and
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy. Both are
yours free for the asking.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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Homeland Security: What Crucial
Piece Is the United States Missing?

After the devastating terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, homeland security became a top priority for
the United States. Yet, at the same time, it seems to be overlooking the most important aspect of its
safety, and the risk is incalculable. What is this crucial component of any people’s long-term security?

by Cecil Maranville

ueto itsimmense power and peace-

ful reldionswith itsimmediate

neighbors, the United States has

long enjoyed security at home. With
the end of the Cold War, asense of invulnera:
bility settled on theworld'sonly remaining
Superpower.

Attackson U.S. dliesand itsembassies
abroad did not bring security concernsto
the forefront of American thinking until the
terriblemorning of Sept. 11, 2001. Now the
United Statesfindsitself preoccupied with
the safety and security of itsland and people.
“Homeland security” dominatesAmerican
news. Not that enemies are attacking the
U.S. homeland on aregular basis—at least
notyet. ..

On Nov. 25, 2002, the president signed leg-
idation that officialy created the new Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. Itsmission
statement outlinesthree principal objectives:.

* Prevent terrorist atackswithin the United
States.

* ReduceAmericasvulnerability to terror-
ism.

* Minimize the damage from potential
attacksand naturd disasters.

TheWhite House projects abudget of $37
billion for the massive new department, with
an additional $35 hillion spent in the private
sector on homeland security. The government
will employ some 170,000 peopledirectly in
the department. But, theoretically, every loyd
American citizenisavolunteer sentry, for
the president has repestedly asked dll to
beontheadert for potentia security thresats.

At thetime of thiswriting, there has not
been asubsequent major atack on U.S. soil.
(The FBI reports thwarting more than 100
planned attacks.) But will the United States
continue to be so successful?

The crucial missing piece

Talk of homeland security bringsto mind
abiblica song or prayer that spesks of apeo-
ple's protection. Because of itscomforting
thoughts about home and family, undoubtedly
millions of people haveread it. But how many
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areaware of its prophetic message? Within
afew words, it reved sthe key to success or
fallurein securing any nation’shomeland.

It'sthe second sentence of Psalm 127:
“Unlessthe Lorb watches over thecity,
thewatchmen stand guardinvain” (New
Internationa Version).

“ Only the Lorp can blessa home. Without
thehelp of the Lorp itisusdessto build a
home or to guard acity,” isthe wording of
the Contemporary English Version.

How isthis prophetic? It revealsthe conse-
quences of lacking divine security. Themiss-
ing dimension of homeland security isGod's
divine protection. If ahome—or homeland—
has God's protection, its sentrieswill be effec-
tive. However, if ahome or homeland does not
enjoy God's protection, even hundreds of mil-
lionsof sentries, multiple-billion-dollar bud-
getsand thelatest in technologica devices
will not guaranteeits safety.

Yes, U.S. palitical leaders sometimes call
on God for Hisblessing and protectionin
their speeches. And many of America’sciti-
zensdlill consider themselvesto be God-
fearing. But isit enough merely to invoke
God's name publicly?Isthat enough to meet
the prescription laid out so plainly and force-
fully in Psalm 127? How does a country
ensure divine security?

A prophecy of homeland security

A remarkable passagein the book of
Ezekid specificaly addressestheissue of
homeland security. Thefirst severd verses
of Ezekiel 33 explain what any country will
normally do when an enemy threatensit. Its
peoplewill set up an early-warning system.
Inbiblicad parlance, they post awatchman
to bedert for danger.

Inthefollowing statements, God laysout a
scenarioinwhich Heinfact stirsan enemy to
thresten anation neglecting an obedient rela-
tionship with Him: “The Lorp said: ‘ Ezekidl,
son of man, warn your people by saying:
“Someday, |, the Lorp, may send an enemy
toinvade a country. And supposeits people
choose someone to stand watch and to sound

awarning signal when the enemy isseen
coming”’” (verses 1-3, CEV).

It sounds so smple and takes so few
words—hut this, in essence, describesthe
detailed work of ahomeland security depart-
ment with its complicated screening methods
and warning procedures. The American gov-
ernment has chosen anumerical and color-
coded threet aert notification system:

o Green, “Low,” for “Low threet of terrorist
actions”

o Blue, “Guarded,” for “ Generdl risk of
terrorigt attacks”

o Yellow, “Elevated,” for “ Significant threat
of terrorist atacks”

e Orange, “High,” for “Highrisk of terrorist
attacks”

o Red, “ Severe,” for “ Severerisk of terrorist
attacks”

A complex web of police, FBI, Secret Ser-
vice, counterterrorism special forces, border
patrol agents and military personned—aong
with dert citizens—combinetoforma
formidable phaanx of “watchmen”

Sounding the alarm is only the beginning.
Americansare being told that they will have
to sacrifice some of their cherished freedom
of movement and seek appropriate protection,
depending on thethresat level. Sincethey dl
risk sufferinginjury or loss of life, both the
watchers and those they warn must sharethe
responsibility.

God's conversation with Ezekiel continues:
“If any of these people hear thesignd and
ignoreit, they will bekilled in battle. But it
will betheir own fault, because they could
have escaped if they had paid attention?’

Then, He addresses the responsihility of the
watchers, the guards: “ But suppose the person
watching failsto sound thewarning sgndl.
The enemy will atack and kill someof the
sinful peoplein that country, and I, the Lorp,
will hold that person responsiblefor their
death” (verses4-6, CEV, emphass added
throughout).

Having the charge of keeping anation
secureisagrave responghility. But, if you fol-
low the drift of the conversation, God moves



away from spesking of anation gppointing its
own guardsto speaking of His appointment of
watchmen who will give the people Hisown
warning. Why does He use thislanguage?

God appoints a watchman

Heexplains: “Ezekid, | have appointed
you to stand watch for the people of Isradl.

So ligentowhet | say, then warn them for
me. When | tell wicked peoplethey will die
because of their Sins, you must warnthemto
turn from their sinful ways. But if you refuse
towarn them, you are responsblefor their
desth. If you do warn them, and they keep Sin-
ning, they will die because of their sins, and
youwill beinnocent” (verses 7-9, CEV).

What doesthis have to do with securing
God's protection as spoken of in Psalm 127?
Although most people are unaware of it, God
4till thinks and works the same way. It would
besmplistic to spesk interms of asingular
watchman to provide God'swarning message
tothisvest world. Eveninancient |srad,
each city or town had awatchman—and pre-
sumably more than one to handle more than
one shift of duty. So Isragl had countless
watchmen. Similarly, in modern times, “the
watchman” isthe primary instrument He
worksthrough today, the Church that Jesus
Christ founded.

Throughout the ages since Ezekidl, God's
fathful servants often have repeated Ezekid's
warning. But the most direct application of
that warning messageis applicablein these
last daysto the United States, Britain, Aus-
trdia, New Zedland, Canada.and South Africa
—aong with other nations of the British Com-
monweslth and netions of northwest Europe.
These peaples, by and large, have descended
from the exiled kingdom of Isradl of old. Dur-
ing the last two centuries they have received
the generous benefitsthat God promised to
their forefathersfor thisend time (to learn
more, please request your free copy of The
United Satesand Britain in Bible Prophecy).

Regardless of how secure these netions
seem to be when one measures defensein
terms of advanced technology and military
might, God's present messageisthat the
nations have yet to face their greatest
security threet.

Today most religious people are comfort-
ablewith relying on their own sense of what
“being good” means—rather than carefully
learning the biblical definition of what isgood
andthenlivinguptoit.

For example, Americansin generd are gen-
erous people, often willing to help someone
next door or even acontinent away. To be
sure, generosity isagodly trait. All nationscan
point to good within ther citizenry, and most
individuas can point to worthwhile qualities

within their character. But, asthe prophet indi-
cates, asngular postivetrait or even severd
finequalitiesaren’t enough when we grosdy
neglect other major areas of righteousness.

For our well-being, God insststhat we
accept all of Hisdefinitions of right and
wrong, and live accordingly. As Jesus Chrigt
put it, “Man shal not live by bread aone, but
by every word that proceeds from the mouth
of God” (Matthew 4:4).

These requirements, of course, seem ol d-
fashioned and overly gtrict to many people.
Thevery fact that they do, speaksto thetimes
inwhich welive. Peoplewant God, but they
want Him on their own terms—not His. We,
asanation, may temporarily fool ourselves
into thinking that just being good according to
our own termsis satisfactory, but the shocking
truth isthat thisvery atitudewill deprive
usof God's protection.

Protection has conditions

If apeoplethat has been especialy blessed
by God isunwilling to obey Him and seek His
will, a some point in time any massive system
of homeland security will befor nothing. If we
desire God's blessing, we haveto live the way
He sayswe should live. Just aswith any physi-
ca system for security, we haveto pay the
pricefor divine protection.

God spokein the same*“dl or nothing”
termsin His conversation with Ezekidl.
Continuing from where we left off above:
“Ezekidl, son of man, the people of Isradl are
complaining that the punishment for their Sns
ismorethan they can stand. They havelogt
al hopefor survival, and they blame me. Tell
them that assurely as| amtheliving LorD
God, | don't liketo seewicked peopledie.
| enjoy seeing them turn fromtheir snsand
live Soif the lsradliteswant to live, they must
stop sinning and turn back to me”

In modern parlance, if people request or
expect divine protection, they must stop their
wicked waysthet trample on God'slawvsand
teachings which define right from wrong. But
telling people that they need to repent ismost
likely to evoke aresponse something like,
“What about al the good thingswe do?’

We need to understand plainly that doing
“somegood” isnot the same as surrendering
onesdftolivebyall of God'singtructionin
righteousness.

God' swordsto Ezekidl pierce through the
facade of “good people’ today who refuseto
submit to thelaws and teachings Hereved's
tousintheBible. Lest we misunderstand and
think thet this means God is harsh, take note
of Hisready promise of mercy dong with His
high standards for human behavior:

“Tdl them that when good people start Sin-
ning, all the good they did in the past cannot

save them from being punished. And remind
them that when wicked people stop snning,
their past snswill be completely forgiven, and
they won't be punished.

“Suppose | promise good peoplethet they
will live, then later they start Sinning and
believe they will be saved by the good they
did in the past. These peoplewill certainly be
put to desth because of their Sins. Their good
deadswill beforgotten.

“Suppose | warn wicked peoplethat they
will die because of their sins, and they stop
snning and sart doing right . . . Then if they
stop doing evil and start obeying my Law, they
will live. Their past snswill beforgiven, and
they will live because they have doneright”
(verses 10-16, CEV).

Hard to accept that we don’t please God

All during the 20th century there has been
asteady shift among Western nations awvay
from Chridtian or biblical values. Americais
virtually the only Western nation | eft that till
makes et |least some pretense at being agodly
oriented nation, and even that israpidly fad-
ing. Secularism has swept religion amost
totally into the background in Europe, as
itisincreasingly doing in the United Stetes.

Soisit redidicto think that many Ameri-
canswould respond positively to being told
they do not please God? Or, if they don't
changetheir ways, the very God who gave
them their vast wealth and power, will no
longer blessthem with protection from terror,
war or natural disaster? They probably would
not. Indeed, the Bibleindicatesthat they are
morelikely to complain about how unfair
God isto expect them to changetheir ways.

Why canwe say that? Because God long
ago reved ed the predictability of human rear
soning in people who reject the authority of
Hisword over their lives. “Yet your country-
men say, ‘ Theway of the Lordisnot just.
Butitisther way thatisnot just. If arighteous
man turnsfrom hisrighteousness and does
evil, hewill diefor it. And if awicked man
turns away from hiswickedness and does
what isjust and right, hewill live by doing so.
Yet . .. yousay, ‘Theway of the Lord isnot
just’ But I will judge each of you according
tohisownways’ (Ezekid 33:17-20, NIV).

God promisesto withdraw His assistance
in securing anation’swelfarewhen its people
turn their backs on His commandments. When
He does, they |ose the most important and
valuable aspect of their national security.

How do you think the United States—or
your own homeland—measures up to God's
expectations? Do you think Hewill grant His
protection? Reed our booklets The Ten Com:
mandments and The United Satesand Britain
in Bible Prophecy tofind out. G
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Cloning: A Dangerous Journey
Into Uncharted Waters?

What's behind the concerted efforts to clone human beings? Is this another
attempt to climb to the loftiest heights of knowledge and defy our Creator?

by Mario Seiglie

t seems sciencefiction has aknack of
becoming reality.

In 1818 Mary Shelley wrote a
brooding novel about the dreadful con-
sequences of ascientist’s attempt to

artificialy create ahuman being. By trying
to imitate what only God had done before—
the creation of human life—this doctor
brought enormous sorrow on himself and
those he loved.

Her novel, Frankenstein, isactualy afar
cry from the Hollywood horror movie that
madeit famous. It israther awarning to
mankind about the dangers of delving into
certain realms of science, such as attempting
by artificial meansto create human life. Such
attempts may go beyond man's ahility to
control the outcome and unleash terrible
effects. Asin the novel, the created being
can end up turning on itsfallible creator.

Another sciencefiction novel that is
dowly becoming areality isthe work by
Aldous Huxley, Brave New World, written
in 1932. It describes afuturistic world
where al births are produced from test tubes
in afactory. Thousands of containersare
filled with genetic material engineered to
produce preprogrammed individuals ranging
from scientists to dim-witted laborers.

Their freewill islimited, since they cannot
choose what to become, being fit only for
their preassigned tasks. In the end, this sup-
posed dream society turnsinto a nightmare
aswell.

As 2003 began, thefirm Clonaid
announced it had cloned thefirst human
being. The name of the girl, Eve, apparently
was chosen to emphasize that just as God
had created Eve, the first woman, so those
in this group had now created a person, but
according to their own design. However,
since Clonaid failed to provide any verifica-
tion of their claims, many have concluded
that their announcement was only a publicity
hoax designed to capitalize on the public’s
fascination with the subject.

Nonetheless, scientistsin laboratories scat-
tered around the world have been furioudy

baby, and many are predicting that a cloned
human being will be aredity during 2003.

To these scientists, this pursuit has become
the scientific equivalent of climbing Mount
Everest. They al know that fame and fortune
awaitsthefirst to achieve the feat, while
hardly anyone will remember who camein
second place. So theraceison to bethefirst
to thetop, and alot of money and skillsare
being invested in the effort.

Man'’s conquest of knowledge

Over the last century man’s discovery of
vast realms of knowledge has been breath-
taking. We have gone from the horse-drawn
carriage to the automobile, from gaslamps
to electric lights, from looking at the sky
to flying through it, from the abacusto the
computer and from harnessing animalsto
harnessing atomic power.

In 1997, aman-made machine named
Deep Blue defeated the world's chess master,
showing it could on somelevel outthink him
(though amatch earlier thisyear against
another machine, Deep Junior, endedina
draw). We are now witnessing the converging
of technologies. Man is creating smarter
machines, and machines used by men are
cregting artificialy cloned creatures—such
as Dally, thefirst cloned sheep, in 1996.

Sadly, itisahistorical fact that al too
many technologies developed by man have
eventually been used not only for good, but
for evil.

Gunpowder, for example, wasfirst used by
the Chineseto ddlight the multitudes with fire-
works, but eventualy it was used for evil—to
more effectively kill human beings. TNT was
first used in mining and road building, but was
soon used to make terrible bombs. Finaly
came aomic power, used not only to generate
electricity, but aso to produce nuclear bombs,
which for the last 58 years have threatened
humanity with annihilation.

Opening a Pandora’s box?

Now anew Pandora’s box is being opened.
Inthe famous Greek myth Pandora was sent

racing to becomethefirst to produce acloned abox by the gods—but warned never to open
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it. Eventually her curiosity got the best of her
and, upon opening it, sheloosed on theworld
ahost of evils.

Theavid pursuit of cloning by scientists—
some well-intentioned, some unscrupul ous—
certainly looks asif it could open another
Pandora's box upon the world.

Cloning may be one of the last frontiers of
knowledge available to man. He has already
delved into the oceans, into space and into
the atom. Now heis exploring deep into the
human body—the most exquisite and intri-
cate object of God's creation. With the recent
unlocking of the human genome and the pos-
sihility of creating engineered human beings
through cloning, what awaits mankind as
it delvesinto theselong-hidden secrets?

“Nothing they propose
will be withheld from them”

At least once before, human beings sought
to climb to the loftiest heights of knowledge
and defy their Creator.

From the fertile Mesopotamian plains of
Babel, the Bible describes atime when men
spoke acommon language and quickly mul-
tiplied their technical skills—not only for
good but for evil.

TheBibletellsus: “Now the whole earth
had one language and one speech. And it
came to pass, asthey journeyed from the
eadt, that they found aplainin theland of
Shinar [modern Irag], and they dwelt there
...Andthey said, ' Come, let us build our-
selvesacity, and atower whosetopisin the
heavens; let us make anamefor ourselves,
lest we be scattered abroad over the face of
thewhole earth.” But the LorD came down
to see the city and the tower which the sons
of men had built. And the Lorp said, ‘ Indeed
the people are one and they al have one
language, and thisiswhat they begin to do;
now nothing that they propose to do will be
withheld from them’” (Genesis 11:1-6).

God saw that with growing technology
and acommon language, men would soon be
entering into the realms of science that would
eventually spell their undoing. So He super-
naturally imposed many languages on them,
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and successfully divided mankind into differ-

ent cultures, spreading them into diverse

lands—thus dlowing the pace of technology.
Now humankind again essentialy hasa

With the unlocking of the human genome and the possibility; i
of creating engineered human beings through cloning, what

The possibilities
areendless—and
frightening. Some

have already

awaits mankind as it delves into these secrets?

common language and forum, given interna-
tional communication in English among the
world's most educated and powerful tools
such as supercomputers and the Internet, by
which discoveries can be relayed throughout
theworld in seconds.

Troubling questions and possibilities

One gresat question about human cloning
is: Asaclone's physical development would
aready be “mapped out” based on the life of
the origina person cloned, would the clone
lose his ahility to choose freely what to
become? A similar question could be asked
in regard to any child—cloned or not—who
isthe product of genetic manipulation.

One of God's greatest giftsto human beings
isthefreewill to determinetheir own destiny.
Hetold the ancient Isradlites: “| call heaven
and earth aswitnesses today againgt you, that
| have set before you life and death, blessing
and cursing; therefore choose life, that both
you and your descendants may live” (Deuter-
onomy 30:19). Yet, with genetically engi-
neered and cloned individuals, thereisnot a
healthy mixing of the mother’sand father's
genes, but a prepackaged individual made
according to thewhims of some scientists.

Besides, science journals have reported
significant harmful side effectsto cloning.
Dally, the cloned sheep, did not acquire
youthful cells, but replicated the cells of
her seven-year-old mother. The sheep, which
was recently put to sleep because of alung
infection, suffered from maladies such as
arthritisand premature aging.

Moreover, what will happen if cloning
technology fallsinto the hands of evil-
minded dictators? Could they then protect
themselves and their corrupt regimes with
armies of fighting men built like Arnold
Schwarzenegger and an array of scientists
replicated from the cells of an Albert
Einstein?

Could we see scientists curious enough to
create geneticaly engineered crestureslike
something out of H.G. Wells novel The
Idand of Dr. Moreau? After the cloning of
the sheep Dally, and the successful combin-
ing of genesfrom different plant and animal
species, these prospects are no longer
completely in the realm of sciencefiction.

proposed the produc-
tion of cloned torsos
to grow organsfor
transplanting. Indeed,
some scientistsin
thisfield are
aready
dreaming
up any-
thing
you could imagine.

“Knowledge
shall increase”

Interestingly, the Bible foretold atime
when such astounding scientific leapswould
cometo pass. Theangel Gabriel said: “At
that time [thetime of theend] . . . there shall
be atime of trouble, such as never was since
therewasanation, eventothat time. . . But
you, Daniel, shut up the words, and sedl the
book until the time of the end; many shall run
to and fro, and knowledge shall increase
(Danid 12:1, 4, emphasis added).

Yes, there would be atime of massive,
worldwide rapid transportation and commu-
nication during which “knowledge shdll
increase” Thiswould lead to aperiod in
history described as“thetime of theend,” a
time when God would be forced to intervene
inworld affairs and save mankind from itself.

Clearly manisbuilding up afigurative
“tower of Babel” with al histechnology and
scientific advancestaking himinto such dan-
gerousrealmsas cloning. Regrettably, such
new technologiesrarely escape the pressures
and pursuit of fame and power.

The good news beyond

Despite man’sincessant curiosity and
drivefor fame, power, glory and wedth, God
has not totally abandoned humanity to its
own designs. The good newsisthat Heis
well aware of what is going on, and will not
let mankind destroy itsdlf, either through war
or genetic manipulation.

Theend of the book of Revelation shows
that God will ultimately succeed in directing
mankind to fulfill the purposefor which
He created us. Yes, therewill be difficult times
ahead, but God has promised to teke care
of Hisown and establish Hiswonderful and

PRI

peaceful Kingdom on thisearth. One of the
keysto remaining faithful at thistimeisto
keep Hiscommandmentsto theend. Christ
sad, “Hereisthe patience of the saints; here
are those who keep the commandments of
God and thefaith of Jesus’ (Revelation 14:12).

Writing to the church in Philadel phia,
Christ describes aterrifying timeto come
when great tribulation will come on the
entireworld. But Hetells His faithful peo-
ple: “Because you have kept My command
to persevere, | also will keep you from the
hour of trial which shall come upon the
whole world, to test those who dwell on
the earth” (Revelation 3:10). (For more
information, please request the free booklets
The Church Jesus Built and AreWe Living
in the Time of the End?).

It certainly appearsthat maniscrossing
into amost dangerous realm of knowledge—
the science of replicating and reengineering
himself. As so many science-fiction writers
—and now also leading world figures—have
warned, the conseguences of unleashing this
knowledge are dire and unpredictable.

But we have a caring Creator watching
what is happening and, as was the case when
the Tower of Babel was being built, Heis
again observing that “ nothing that they pro-
pose to do will be withheld from them.”
ThusHewill assuredly intervene again, just
asHe did back then. May thetimefor estab-
lishing His glorious Kingdom on this earth
not be far off! Gn
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Should You Attend Church?

Many, perhaps even you, have become disillusioned with churches and religious leaders.
They wonder what they should do and where they should turn. What does God say?

by Wilbur Berg

nder norma circumstances, most

peoplewho believein God and

the Bible want to attend church

services because they wish to

worship God together. But we
livein adigtrustful agethat has crested suspi-
cion about religion and religious bodies—
sadly, much of it well earned.

Scandals revealing the bad mora examples
of church leaders have made many wary. If
that weren't enough, many people are con-
fused about which doctrines and practicesare
truly biblical. They are dso uncertain about
which, if any, church organizationsare truly
of God. Many areturned off by thelack of
spiritual nourishment—or even outright dis-
belief in the Bible—they encounter in some
denominations.

Consequently, agrowing number of people
are becoming disillusioned with their church
but don’t know whereto turn. Otherssimply
try toworship God by themselves, apart from
any group affiliation or fellowship.

What would God have us do? Should we
Stay wherewe know thingsare not right, or
take the path of spiritud isolation, or have con-
fidence that thereisabetter dternative? Could
there be dangers—possibly even unrecognized
—in some of the courses of action we might
choose? How doesthe Bible answer these
important questions?

God established and preserves His Church

Thefirgt question we need answered is,
what doesthe word church actualy mean?
Throughout the Scriptures church and con-
gregation refer to people, never to abuilding.
God's Church ismade up of people caled to
follow Jesus Christ. It is composed of disci-
plesor students of Jesus Christ who convene
to receive God'sinstruction.

Both Jesus Chrigt and His gpostles, how-
ever, repeatedly warned us not to be deceived
by afdse Chridianity—a religious deception
that waswell under way evenin thefirgt cen-
tury (Matthew 24:5, 11, 24; 2 Corinthians
11:3-4, 13-15; Galatians 1:6-9). God'strue
Churchis composed of those who have been
called out of thissatanically influenced world
(2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2; 1 Peter 2:9)
to become aspiritudly converted group dedi-
cated tofollowing God'sways astaught in the
Bible. The Bibleisthe standard by which dl
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religious bodies are to be measured.

Jesus Himsdlf stated that Hewould build
His Church and that it would never die out
(Matthew 16:18). Severd decades|ater the
gpodtie Paul referred to this spiritual body
of people as*the house of God, whichisthe
church of theliving God, the pillar and ground
[foundation] of thetruth” (1 Timothy 3:15).

God's Church has never been alarge, popu-
lar body. While many traditional Christian
denominationstoday arelarge and powerful,
the Bible reved sthat God'strue Church
awayswould be smal in numbers, somewhat
scattered and often persecuted. Dueto thelr
smadl numbers, many of the early congrega-
tionsmet in private homesrather thaninlarge
hallsor buildings (Luke 12:32; Romans 16:5;
Colossans4:15).

Nevertheless, though scattered and few in
number, God has always cared for and spiritu-
aly nourished those He has called (2 Timothy
2:19; Hebrews 13:5).

A safe refuge

The Bible also describes God's Church as
asource of strength, safety and refugefor its
members. The Biblereferstoit as Christ’s
spiritua body (Colossians 1:18, 24). Further,
Jesus promised that the ondaughts of Satan
would not be able to overwhelm God's
protection and defenses of it.

However, thisdoes not mean that God's
people areimmune to satanic attacks. Any-
time aChrigtian lowers his spiritua defenses,
he places himsdlf in grave danger of being
subverted and even “devoured” by mankind's
spiritual enemy, the devil (1 Peter 5:8). But
if he utilizesthe protection God offers, heis
ableto discern truth from error and can suc-
cessfully withstand the spiritud triddsand
tests Satan ingtigates (Ephesians 6:10-18).

In contrast, aperson who does not seek
the fellowship of God's Church denies him-
sdf the sheltering bulwark and safety that
God intends. If he choosesto be aone, such
anindividual may missout on the protective
instruction and remindersthat are part of
God'sreason for establishing His Church.

God knows how spiritualy weak and vul-
nerable we human beings can sometimes
become, which iswhy He established alov-
ing membership and ordained ministry for
the encouragement and instruction of His

Church. Such assstanceisnot availableif a
person choosesto worship aone or attends
with agroup that does not attempt to draw
itsteachingsfromthe Bible.

Notice how important these aids and sup-
portsare, and how God placed themin His
Church. Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3:1-13
outlinethe biblical qudificationsfor elders
and deacons. They are given so gppropriate
leaders can be chosen to take care of the
Church. The rest of the membership will then
benefit from their talents and abilities, further
strengthening the Body of Christ (1 Corin-
thians 12; Ephesians 4:11-16). Withinthe
Church, each member is encouraged to con-
tribute and do his sharein showing godly love
for the growth and spiritua development of
al (Ephesians4:16).

Inagtable spiritua environment new and
inexperienced people, aswell aslongtime
members, can find a safe haven for fellowship
and spiritual growth. God knowsthat al His
called-out ones need the protection, care and
ingtruction that only aloving group of dedi-
cated people can provide, whichisamajor
reason for Hisgiving us guidelinesfor an
organized Church body. Many spiritual bene-
fits areinaccessibleto those who choose to
seek God alone.

A classroom for spiritual development

The Church of God serves many important
needs. In addition to supplying uplifting,
encouraging and educationa sermons, there
aso can beingructive Bible classesfor chil-
dren, teensand adults, news about the work
of the Church, focused ingtruction and train-
ing and ahost of other benefits—all to create
an atimosphere where spiritua concernsare
addressed and the big questions answered.
Andwhileal these things are enormoudy
beneficid, thereisyet another extremely
important reason for assembling that is often
overlooked.

Notice Hebrews 10:24-25; “And |et us con-
sider oneanother in order to stir up loveand
good works, not forsaking the assembling of
ourselvestogether, asisthe manner of some,
but exhorting one another, and so much the
more asyou seethe Day [of Chrigt’scoming
and intervention] gpproaching” (emphasis
added). Thisprinciplefindsitsrootsinthe Old
Testament. God ingtructed thet “the seventh



day isaSabbath of solemnredt,)” butitisdsoa
timefor “aholy convocation”—acommanded
assembly—atimefor believersto gather with
othersof likemind (Leviticus 23:3).

In addition to participating in worship
services at the times God commands—and
receiving edifying spiritual nourishment from
attending services as part of His Church—
God dso asksusto give of oursalvesto others
(Acts20:35).

Lifeisoften difficult. And Chrigtians, like
everyone else, havetrias and burdens (John
16:33). At suchtimesit iseasy to become dis-
couraged and get derailed to the point of los-
ing one's spiritud focus. Clearly Chrigtians
need to strengthen and give support to each
other, and have an outgoing sense of responsi-
bility toward other members. AsPaul put it
in 1 Corinthians 10:24, “L et no one seek his
own, but each one the other’swell-being.”
This outgoing, unselfish concern for one
another iswhat godly loveisdl about.

Thisdoes not mean that we should be med-
dlingin others’ private business (Proverbs
26:17; 1 Peter 4:15). But it does mean that
we should have adiscreet, wise and watchful
concern for each other’'swelfare, and helpin
whatever way we can whether by encourage-
ment, friendliness or other needed assistance.

The fellowshipping and sharing of our-
selveswith other peopleis how God develops
Hisloveinus. It isapower that needsto be
exercised to grow. The person who chooses
to not interact with others, perhaps without
redizing it, cuts himsdlf off from thisvital
and necessary spiritual devel opment.

Each of usneedsto redlize that forsaking
God's specific ingtruction to assemblefor
worship and fellowship with God's people
courts serious spiritua dangers. Remember
that even in the physica human body, mus-
clesdeteriorateif they are not used. In much
the same way, without exercising contact with
other members of God's Church, onerunsthe
risk of dow spiritual deterioration, perhaps
even of endangering hisor her salvation.

Consider thisvita instruction from the
apostle Paul: “For asthe body isoneand
has many members, but al the members of
that one body, being many, are one body, so
asoisChrist. For by one Spirit wewereall
baptized into one body—whether Jews or
Greeks, whether daves or free—and have
all been made to drink into one Spirit. For in
fact the body is not one member but many”

(1 Corinthians 12:12-14).

Paul’s emphasisis on theimportance of the
group—not on theindividua (although each
member is certainly important to God). Paul
goesonto liken the members of the Church
to the various parts of the human physical
body (which in both instances must work

together so we can function properly for the
accomplishment of our responghilities).
Theimplicationsare obvious. How can
individual members of God's Church work
together to fulfill the goal's of the Church
unlessthey assembleregularly to worship
God together?
Without the help and general guidance
of and interaction with others, we can easily
become unbalanced and sdlf-centered. We
need each other!

A sanctuary for truth and justice

Deceit, misrepresentation and falsification
permesate religion asmuch asany other area
of our societies. Perhaps most important of
al, God's Church iswhere we receive biblical
truth, godly ingtruction and discernment. As
noted earlier, God'sWord reveals the Church
to be“the pillar and ground [foundation or
maingtay] of thetruth” (1 Timothy 3:15).

Paul tellsusthat “al Scriptureisgiven by
ingpiration of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for ingtruc-
tion in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
Through His Church God providesto His
true servantsthat needed reproof, correction,
ingtruction and, not least, encouragement. It
isthe responsibility of the Church to defend
God'sWord—*rightly dividing the word of
truth” (2 Timothy 2:15)—by using the Bible
asthefoundation of true knowledge.

Itiseasy to delude oursavesinto thinking
that we can stand alone—either by ourselves
or inachurch that teaches doctrines we know
arenot found in the Bible—and through our
own abilitiesrightly interpret and understand
Scripture. But because of the many complexi-
tiesin the Bible and the many erroneousinter-
pretationsthat can snare and midead, weall
must beware lest we be mided into accepting
and believing false doctrines. Satan, as Paull
warns us, gppearsas“ an angel [messenger]
of light” and he has his own ministers, many
themsealves deceived, who may appear to be
“ministers of righteousness’ (2 Corinthians
11:14-15).

In terms of sheer numbers Satan has been
remarkably successful. The apostle John tells
usthat he“deceivesthewholeworld” and that
the entire world has come under his corrupt-
ing influence (Revelation 12:9; 1 John 5:19).

God'strue Churchisoneof thefew safe
bulwarks againgt Satan’s deception. Whilethe
Church doesn't have perfect knowledge and
isnot alwaysfree of mistakes, it continuesto
seek truth and understanding. Its membersare
encouraged to “ grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”

(2 Peter 3:18). Each individual needsto

follow the examples of the Bereans (Acts
17:11) and Ephesians (Revelation 2:2) to test
and determine where and through whom God
isworking today.

If areligious organization isnot upholding
God'slavsand the Bible Heinspired, and if
thereisno spiritud light iniit, then it cannot
truthfully claimto be God's Church (compare
Isaiah 8:20). Such abody cannot effectively
carry out thework of spreading the true gospel
of Jesus Chrigt, one of the hallmarksof God's
true Church (Matthew 24:14; 28:18-20).

How much are you missing?

Christians attending such areligious body,
or striving on their own without active church
affiliation, missmany benefitsresident in the
spiritua body where God isworking. Con-
Sder dl theimportant knowledge available
and the marvel ous opportunitiesto grow in
godly love and character. The persond inter-
action, service, offeringsand prayers of God's
true people demongtrate alevel of godly con-
cern that we dl need, especialy intimes of
difficulty and persond trids.

Finaly, God istill instructing and adding
to His spiritual body, following the example
of the early New Testament Church (Acts
2:47; 11:24-26). God il worksthrough a
dedicated and properly organized group of
people, just asHedid even in Old Testament
times (Acts 7:38).

For those who are wondering what to do,
please consider carefully the matters pre-
sented in thisarticle and set your heart to seek
out God's Church and His people. Such affili-
ation and fellowship is commanded by God,
who bl and rewards those who respond
toHisindructions.

Remember too the passage, “ Seek the
Lorp while He may befound, call upon Him
whileHeisnear” (Isaiah 55:6). How canyou
do this? Seek Him the way He intended—
infellowshipwith HisChurch. Gn

Recommended Reading

What does the Bible tell us
about God's true Church? Sur-
prisingly, the Bible reveals
that another great religious
movement began to rise dur-
ing the times of the apostles,
one very different from God's
Church. Be sure to request
your free copy of The Church
Jesus Built to understand. To
learn more about the United Church of God, pub-
lisher of The Good News magazine, request your
free copy of Preaching the Gospel, Preparing a
People: This Is the United Church of God.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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Do You Know
Why Christ Died?

Christians generally agree that Jesus Christ died for their sins.
But how many really understand the significance of that sacrifice?

by Jerold Aust

t was a chilling day—the day Christ

died—not so much because of acool

temperature, but because it would prove

to be the most sobering event in the
history of mankind.

On that day the sky darkened, the earth
shook and the great, thick curtain separating
the temple’'s most holy section from its outer
compartment suddenly ripped apart from the
top down. This miraculous event symboli-
cally indicated that, because of Jesus Christ's
sacrifice, direct accessto God the Father was
now availableto mankind (Luke 23:44-45;
Hebrews 9:1-12). This remarkable day and
the unique events surrounding it changed
the course of history.

Inthefinal hours of Jesus life, He shared
some remarkable revelations with His disci-
ples. He spoke fredly about their sharing with
Him apersona commitment to peace (John
14:27) and the help they would continueto
receive from Him through the Holy Spirit
(John 16:7). Findly Jesus, His body wracked
with pain and knowing the end was near, said
that His mission on earth as ahuman being
had been completed (John 19:30).

Most Chrigtians assume they understand
the significance of Jesus death and His shed
blood. But do they?

A life of sacrifice for others

For the previous 3/ years Jesus had
walked the dusty roads of Judeateaching the
gospel of the coming Kingdom of God, heal-
ing the sick, feeding the hungry and rebuk-
ing evil spirits (Luke 4:14-44). Evenasa
youth Jesus was thoroughly knowledgeable
of Scripture: “And when He was twelve
yearsold, they went up to Jerusalem accord-
ing to the custom of the feast [of Passover
and Unleavened Bread]. When they had
finished the days, asthey returned, the Boy
Jesuslingered behind in Jerusalem . . . Now
S0 it wasthat after three days [His parents]
found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst
of the teachers, both listening to them and
asking them questions. And dl who heard
Him were astonished at His understanding
and answers’ (Luke 2:42-47).
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Jesus life on earth was one of total self-
sacrifice. He never sinned, ever (1 Peter
2:22). Yet Jesustook on Himself the sins
of theworld, “[bearing] our sinsin His
own body onthetree” (1 Peter 2:24).

Inthelast moments of His crucifixion,
Jesus was left completely aloneto bear the
sins of mankind (Matthew 27:46). He never
failed His duty for He knew the joy beyond
it—our justification, our reconciliation. “He
shall seethelabor of His soul, and be satis-
fied. By Hisknowledge My righteous Ser-
vant shall justify many, for He shall bear
theiriniquities’ (Isaiah 53:11).

The book of Hebrewstells usthat “ Jesus,
the author and finisher of our faith, who for
thejoy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising theshame. . " (Hebrews
12:2). Thisjoy over what lay ahead helped
Jesus bear the deep anguish, the suffering
and pain. He knew that God, though Him,
was beginning the process of creating His
own divine family.

Hebrews 2:9-11 explainsthis: “But we see
Jesus, who was made alittle lower than the
angels, now crowned with glory and honor
because he suffered death, so that by the
grace of God he might taste death for every-
one. In bringing many sonsto glory, it was
fitting that God, for whom and through
whom everything exists, should make the
author of their salvation perfect through suf-
fering. Both the one who makes men holy
and those who are made holy are of the same
family. So Jesusis not ashamed to call them
brothers’ (New International Version,
emphasis added throughout).

The salvation of humanity, with the
opportunity for usto enter God's very family,
motivated Jesusin Hisgreat hour of uncon-
ditional sacrifice. Thisvision supplied Him
with the hope, joy and vision He needed to
keep Hismind focused on the purpose of
His death—and subsequent resurrection.

Jesus’ blood justifies and reconciles

Chrigtiansrightly believe that Jesus
died for our sins. But very few understand
Continued on page 26




Do You Know
Why Christ Lives?

Christians realize that Jesus was raised from the grave. But do you
understand what His resurrection and life mean to us today?

by Jerold Aust

esus Chrigt’s death was crucia to our

sdvation. Without it, wewould al till

bear the guilt—and the penalty, eternal

death—for our sins. Jesus, however, is
not adead Savior, but aliving one. What is
the importance of that fact to us?

When Jesus died, Joseph of Arimathea
helped place Hisbody inthetomb. “. . . There
was aman named Joseph, acouncil member,
agood and just man. He had not consented
to their decision and deed. He was from Ari-
mathea, acity of the Jews, who himself was
alsowaiting for the kingdom of God. This
man went to Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus. Then hetook it down, wrapped it
inlinen, and laid it in atomb that was hewn
out of the rock, where no one had ever lain
before” (Luke 23:50-53).

Three days and three nights|ater, just
before sunset on the weekly Sabbath, God
resurrected Jesus from Hisgrave (see“Does
Easter Redlly Commemorate Jesus Chrigt’s
Resurrection?,” page 28). Coming to thetomb
before dawn the next morning, Mary Magda-
lenefound it empty and besideit an angel
who explained that Jesus had been raised
from the dead (Matthew 28:1, 5-7).

Standing before the tomb, Mary lamented
thelossof her Master and Teacher. She
noticed someone nearby she thought wasthe
gardener and spoke to Him about the body of
Jesus. “ Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell
mewhereYou havelaid Him, and | will take
Himaway” (John 20:15).

Jesus smply spoke her name. Suddenly she
realized who thiswas—Jesus Himsdlf, dive
again! She must have spontaneoudly tried to
hug or grab Him, for Hetold her: “ Do not
hold onto me, for | have not yet returned to
the Fether. Go instead to my brothersand tell
them, ‘1 am returning to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God'” (John
20:17, New International Version).

Later that day Jesus ascended to the Fether;
He then showed Himself to His apostles, who
observed Hiswounds (verses 19-20). Eight
dayslater He appeared to them again and
asked doubting Thomasto come forward and
touch Him—to place hishands and fingerson

Zev Radovan, Jerusalem

Jesus' scarsand even place hishand in Jesus
side—so that hewould believe Jesus had
indeed been resurrected (verses 26-27).

The resurrection of Jesuswas an enduring
act of love on the part of the Father. Amaz-
ingly, Hisascenson to and acceptance by
the Fether was acted out symbolically in
an annud ritual known in the Old Testament
asthe wave-shedf offering. Thisharvest
metaphor tells us much about the living Christ
and Hisrolein God's plan for therest of
humanity.

Firstfruits of the harvest

Many centuries earlier God had instructed
the Isradlitesto keep Hisannual Holy Days
and festivals (L eviticus 23:1-4). During one
of these festivals, the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, God indtituted a special ceremony
called the wave-shesf offering (verses 10-14).

Inlsradl, before the spring barley harvest
could begin, this ceremony wasto be con-
ducted on thefirst day of the week during the
seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread (verse
11). Thefirst sheef of barley from the spring
harvest was cut and given to the priest, who
would then wave it before God asaspecia
offering. Thisshesf isdirectly tied to and rep-
resents Jesus' resurrection, Hisascension to
God'sthrone, His acceptance by the Father
and our hopefor savation.

It clearly was“of thefirgtfruits of your
harvest” (Leviticus 23:10), the very first
part of the crop harvested. Remarkably, this
wave-shesf offering shows Jesus role asthe
firgtfruits of the salvation of al mankind.

Notice the apostle Paul’s statement about
Chrigtin 1 Corinthians 15:20: “But now
Chrigt isrisen from the dead, and has become
the firgtfruits of those who have fallen adeep”
(emphasis added throughout). He goeson to
explain: “For asinAdam dl die, even s0in
Chrig all shall be made alive. But each one
in hisown order: Chrigt thefirstfruits, after-
ward those who are Chrigt’sat His coming”
(verses 22-23).

Noticethat Paul usestheterm “firstfruits’
to describe the relationship of Jesus Christ

Continued on page 27
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Why Christ Died

Continued from page 24
the meanings or concepts of such important
spiritua principles asjustification and
reconciliation—or evenwhat sinis.

Sinisthetransgression of thelaw of God
(1 John 3:4)—which amountsto living con-
trary to God'sway of life, away of outflow-
ing love and concern for others. God'slaw is
so important that He has decreed the penalty
of eternal death for itsviolation.

All humanity must eventually be justified
(have their guilt blotted out through for-
giveness) or die. Our holy God says that
any “righteousness’ we can muster on our
ownistill tainted with sin; we are still spiri-
tually unclean: “We have al becomelike
onewho isunclean, and al our righteous
deeds arelike a polluted garment. We all
fadelikealeaf, and our iniquities, like the
wind, take usaway” (Isaiah 64:6, Revised
Standard Version).

God's perfect justice demands that the
pendty for sinbe paid. It isvital that the
seriousness of the matter be made that clear.
And yet God is supremely merciful—so it
was determined that God the Father would
give up Hisonly Son (who would Himself
lay down Hisown life) in sacrificeto atone
for the sins of al mankind—those who
would rightly accept it. The Father, it should
be understood, had actually created mankind
through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 3:9; John
1:1-3). Thus, as our Creator and God, His
life was worth more than that of al human-
ity. When He died for us, the penalty for all
human sin was more than paid.

Christ’sblood, if we both repent and

called of God, repent from dead worksand
have faith in Him and His Son, Jesus Christ.
Thisfaith must be accompanied by achange
of heart that is committed to turning from sin
and toward wholeheartedly obeying God, a
condition rejected by many “just-as-I-am”
Christians and Christian teachers.

God tells usthat only those who have His
Spirit and areled by it are Histrue children
(Romans 8:9, 14), and that He gives His
Spirit to those who obey Him (Acts 5:32)—
not to those who continue to defy Him. Only
God can empower aperson to exercise the
level of faith needed to believe from the
heart al that He expects from usand has
promised to give us.

Christian conditions

Many Christians have been incorrectly
taught that God setsno conditionsfor Hisfor-
giveness. They have been taught, also incor-
rectly, that they can cometo God and Jesus
Chrigt asand when they desire, with or with-
out God'scaling or invitation. But Jesus
clearly said, “No one can cometo Me unless
the Father who sent Me draws him” (John
6:44, 65). We must have God'shelp even to
want to repent so that Chrigt’s sacrifice can
be applied to us. Acting done, without God's
extrahelp, we cannot even properly under-
stand, much less cometo, red repentance.

Jesus commands us to obey Himjust
as He obeyed the Father (John 15:10). He
rebukes those who teach that keeping God's
commandmentsis no longer necessary: “ Do
not think that | came to destroy the Law or
the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to
fulfill. For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven
and earth pass away, onejot or onetittle will

Eternal life is a gift no one can earn. But neither is it
freely given to those who rebel against God’s commands.

believe, judtifies us (cancels our guilt) by
washing away our filthy sins—our record
of lawbreaking (Revelation 1:5; 7:14). At
the sametime, Jesus’ blood &l so reconciles
usto (brings usinto aright relationship with)
God the Father (Colossians 1:19-20). Before
Jesus' death, mankind had lost its path to
God. Our sins blocked the way to Him,
cutting us off from Him (Isaiah 59:2).

God isaholy God and those who
would draw near to Him must be spiritually
cleansed. With faith in Jesus as the sacrifice
for our sins, His shed blood cleanses us and
makes us acceptable to the Father through
grace—the gift of God'sfavor.

But this gift is not without conditions.
Although dways available, Hisgraceis
applied to usindividudly only if weare
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by no means passfrom thelaw till al isful-
filled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the
least of these commandments, and teaches
men o, shall be called least in the kingdom
of heaven; but whoever does and teaches
them, he shall be called great in the kingdom
of heaven” (Matthew 5:17-19).

The apostie John, the same one who regu-
larly taught about godly love, boldly labels
all thosewho professthat they love God and
Christ but don't keep the commandments as
liars (1 John 2:4). After dl, Christ died to pay
the penalty for our sins. To continuein alife
of sinistherefore an affront to God's grace.

Those who teach and practice disobedi-
ence bring acurse on themselves: “They
professto know God, but in worksthey deny
Him, being abominable, disobedient, and

disqualified for every good work” (Titus
1:16). Paul addsthis: “Do you not know that
to whom you present yourselves davesto
obey, you are that one's daves whom you
obey, whether of sinleading to death, or

of obedience leading to righteousness?’
(Romans 6:16).

Obedienceisclearly arequirement for
those whom God calls or draws. Though no
amount of works can judtify us, arepentant,
willing heart that is committed to obedience
iscertainly aprerequisite for those whom
God grantsthe forgiveness needed for sava
tion (Acts 2:38-42). Also, “We are what God
made. In Christ Jesus we have been created
for doing good deeds. God prepared these
good deeds long ago, so that we could live
by them” (Ephesians 2:10, Simple English
Trandation). These good deeds are the result
of living away of life based on the Ten
Commandments (1 John 2:3-5).

Eternd lifeisagift of God that no one can
earn. But neither isit freely given to those
who rebel against God's commands. A true
Christian must live alife committed to good
works based on the Ten Commandments
(Matthew 19:16-19; James 2:14-26). God
requires obedienceto Hislaw asan integral
part of the Christian life.

Again, Jesus shed, sinlessblood covers
our “ sinsthat were previoudy committed”
(Romans 3:25). It does not sanction contin-
ued disobedience. Hisblood only judtifies
us, making us clean, and because of this,
reconciles usto the Father (Romans 5:9-10).
Without the effects of Jesus' shed blood
we would have no direct accessto God the
Father and He would never hear our prayers
for forgiveness (Matthew 6:6, 8-9, 12; John
14:13-15). And if a Chrigtian occasiondlly
commits sin &fter true conversion, God has
also made provision for hisor her forgive-
ness through that same cleansing blood of
Chrigt (see 1 John 1:7-9; 2:1-2).

More to the story

Do you believe that Jesus Christ’s blood
aone saves you—that that isthe end of the
story?If you don't understand the ongoing
work of the resurrected Christ and His
expectations of us, you need to. The apostle
Paul countersthat idea, saying, “. . . If Christ
isnot risen, your faith isfutile; you are still
inyour sing!” (1 Corinthians 15:17).

The fact that Christ has been resurrected
from the dead isvital to our salvation. Now
that you know the details of why Christ died,
thereisanother important question. Do you
know how important it isto usthat He now
lives—that Heisour living High Priest?

Be sureto read the accompanying article,
“DoYou Know Why Christ Lives?” Gn



Why Christ Lives

Continued from page 25

and Hisresurrection to that of al the other
godly believerswho will follow Himin the
resurrection at Hisreturn. Jesusisthefirst of
many who will be resurrected to immortaity
just asHe wes!

Jesus’ sacrifice makes possible the harvest-
ing of al humanity, and Hisresurrection

Father views us asrighteous through theliv-
ing Chrigt living in us—through the power
of God's Spirit.

Thisisvita to understand. The Bible
tellsusthat the norma human mind smply
cannot obey God intheway that Herequires
(Romans 8:7). We need spiritual help. And
that help to obey comesthrough the Spirit
of God, by which Christ and the Father live
within the hearts and minds of true Christians

Both Jesus’ death and life are indispensable to our
salvation. One is not complete without the other.

beginsthe harvest. Just asthe wave-shesf
offering had to be offered before Isradl’s
spring harvest could begin, so Jesus Himself
had to be offered—and accepted by the Father
asthe only acceptable sacrifice for Sn—
before God's harvest of humanity could
begin. He thus became “the origin of God's
cregtion” (Revelation 3:14, New Revised
Standard Version) and “the author [source
and sole agent] of eternd sdvationtodl
who obey Him” (Hebrews 5:9).

Jesus taught that God's plan for harvesting
all humanity would begin with Himsglf.
Shortly before His death He told some of His
disciples: “The hour has come that the Son of
Man should be glorified. Most assuredly, | say
toyou, unlessagrain of whest falsinto the
ground and dies, it remainsalone; but if it
dies, it producesmuch grain” (John 12:23-
24). Hewould haveto dieand, like aseed, be
planted in the ground. But through His desth
and resurrection, ultimately many others
would begiven lifeintheir own resurrection
from the dead.

No human being could be harvested to sal-
vation until after Jesuswas resurrected. Jesus
likened sdvation for His Churchto agrain
harvest: “The harvest truly is plentiful, but
the laborersarefew. Therefore pray the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborersinto His
harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38).

We must never forget that the death of
Jesus Chrigt justifies us before God and recon-
cilesusto Him, but we must also remember
this: Ve can only be harvested or saved by
Hislife. Paul makesthisvery clear: “For if
when we were enemies we were reconciled
to God through the degth of His Son, much
more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by Hislife" (Romans5:10).

Why Christ must live in us

Chrig'slifeisof unparaleed importance
to al humanity. God accepted His desth asthe
atoning secrifice to pay the penalty for al of
humankind'ssins. But the story doesn't end
there. If weare Jesus truefollowers, God the

(compare 1 John 5:3; Romans 5:5; John
14:23; Ephesians 2:22).

By living in usthrough that Spirit, Christ
assistsusin living according to God'struth
in our everyday lives. Paul explainsit this
way: “Now if we died with Christ, we
believe that we shall dlso live with Him,
knowing that Christ, having been raised
from the dead, dies no more. Death no
longer has dominion over Him. For the death
that He died, He died to sin oncefor all; but
thelife that Helives, Helivesto God. Like-
wise you aso, reckon yourselves to be dead
indeed to sin, but aliveto God in Christ
Jesusour Lord. Therefore do not let sinreign
in your mortal body, that you should obey
itinitslusts’ (Romans 6:8-12).

He expressed thisthought in dightly differ-
ent wordsin Gaatians 2:20: “| am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless| live; yet not I, but
Chrigt livethin me: and thelifewhich | now
liveintheflesh | live by thefaith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himsdlf for me”
(King James\Version).

In other words, Paul had surrendered his
will to that of Jesus Chrigt, and he saw his
lifeasoneinwhich theliving Christ was
asoliving and working mightily within him
through the indwelling presence of God's
Spirit (Colossians 1:29). Hedid not rely on
his meager effortsto obey God on hisown,
“but that which isthrough the faith of Christ,
the righteousness[obedience] whichiis of
God by faith: that | may know him, and the
power of hisresurrection. . .” (Philippians
3:9-10, KV).

Continually serving His saints

King David, in aninspired prophetic psalm,
indicates what the Father said to theliving
Chrigt at Hisascension to the throne of God
following Hisresurrection: “The Lorp said
tomy Lord, ‘Stat My right hand, till | make
Your enemiesYour footstool’” (Psam 110:1).

Chrigt Jesusis now making intercession for
us et the Fether'sright hand (Romans 8:34).
“Now thisisthe main point of the thingswe

are saying: We have such aHigh Priest, who
is seated at the right hand of the throne of

the Mgjesty in the heavens, aMinigter of the
sanctuary and of the true tabernaclewhich the
Lord erected, and not man” (Hebrews 8:1-2).
We can access His help for many needs. Prob-
ably none of those needsis more important
than our need for help to continuein God's
righteous mind-set and behavior in the face of
Satan’s continual assaults and efforts against
us (1 Peter 5:8; Ephesians 6:10-17).

In summary we aretold: “ Sincethenthe
children sharein flesh and blood, He Himsdlf
likewise dso partook of the same, that
through desth He might render powerlesshim
who had the power of death, thet is, the devil;
and might deliver those who through fear of
death were subject to davery al their lives.

“For assuredly He does not give help to
angels, but He gives help to the descendant
of Abraham. Therefore, He had to be made
like Hisbrethrenin al things, that He might
become amerciful and faithful high priestin
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation
for the sins of the people. For snce He Him-
sdlf wastempted in that which He has suf-
fered, Heisableto cometo theaid of those
who aretempted” (Hebrews2:14-18, New
American Standard Bible).

“For we do not have aHigh Priest who
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
wasin dl pointstempted aswe are, yet with-
out sin. Let ustherefore come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy
and find graceto helpin time of need”
(Hebrews 4:15-16).

We now can seethat both Jesus’ death and
lifeareindispensableto our salvation. They
are complementary. Oneisnot complete
without the other. If your understanding stops
with Jesus’ death, you are missing out on the
benefits of Christ’slife—as our High Priest
and congtant help.

Study your Biblediligently and discover
the profound truth of theliving Chris—adive
not just in heaven, but within His people. Gv

Recommended Reading

Who was Jesus of Nazareth?
Was He a mere man, or much
more? What was the signifi-
cance of His death and resur-
rection? To learn more, be sure
to request our free booklet
Who Is God? To better under-
stand how you can energize
your life through the help He
offers, request Transforming
Your Life: The Process of Conversion, also free.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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Does Easter Really Commemorate
Jesus Christ’s Resurrection?

What do rabbits and eggs have to do with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ? Where did the name
Easter originate? This holiday isn't even mentioned in the Bible—so where did it really come from?

by Wilbur Berg

saboy attending amain-
gtream church with my family,
| was dways surprised to see
people at services on Easter
Sunday who didn’t come any
other time of the year, not even at Chrismas.

Embarrassed and somewhat fearful, afew
of them told usthey hoped that God would
forgive their sinsand absences because they
madethe specid effort to cometo church on
Easter Sunday, which to them wasthe most
sacred time of the year.

Othersfdlt that aspecia messure of sancti-
fication, purification and holinesswasimparted
to them by their attendance at Easter services.

However, these peoplelikely didn’t know
or even wonder about Easter’sredl origins.
They probably would've been surprised
to know thetruth of the metter!

Idolatrous beginnings of the holiday

Many people are amazed to find thet the
Bible does not mention Easter at all. Neither
Jesus nor the apostles ever indicated or
directed that it should be observed. Theword
Eagter inActs 12:4in the King JamesVersion
isanincorrect trandation of the Greek word
pascha, which refersto Passover, not Easter.
This mistake has been corrected in modern
trandations of the New Testament.

Also not generally known isthe fact that
Easter did not originate with the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Encyclopedias and dictionar-
iestracetheterm Eagter varioudly back to
Eostre, the name of the Anglo-Saxon goddess
of spring; to Eostur, the Norseword for the
Spring season; or to Ishtar, the ancient spring
goddess of Near Eastern countries, also
known as Adarte, or, inthe Bible, Ashtoreth.

All are connected to the spring season and
springtime fertility festivalsthat represented
rejuvenation, reproduction and the life-
enriching quaities of the sun. Customs and
symbols associated today with Easter obser-
vance can be directly traced back to Easter’s
pre-Chrigtian origins.

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, 15th
edition, initsarticle on Easter, describesthese
customs and symbolsas“ hav[ing] been
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handed down from the ancient ceremonia and
symbolism of European and Middle Eastern
pagan spring festivals” One symboal, the
Easter bunny, is called the modern replace-
ment for “the hare, the symbol of fertility
inancient Egypt.”’

Another sourcerevedsthe origin of two
other popular Eagter customs. Regarding one
it states, “Also popular among Europeans
and Americanson Eagter isham, because
the pig was considered asymbol of luck
in pre-Christian European culture” (The
Encyclopedia of Religion, 1987, “ Easter”).

And concerning the other, the egg, it
explains: “In traditional folk religion the egg
isapowerful symbol of fertility, purity, and
rebirth. It isused in magical ritualsto pro-
mote fertility and restore virility; to look into
the future; to bring good westher; to encour-
age the growth of crops and protect both
cattle and children against misfortune, espe-
cidly thedreaded evil eye. All over theworld
it represents|life and cregtion, fertility and
resurrection. . .

“Later [customs concerning eggs] were
linked with Easter. The church did not oppose
this, though many egg customswere pre-Chris-
tianin origin, becausethe egg provided afresh
and powerful symbol of the Resurrection and
thetransformation of death into life” (“Egg”).

Pre-Christian resurrection celebrations

Celébrating the resurrection of adeceased
deity inaspringtime festival dsolong predates
Chridtianity. Chief among such celebrations
werethosein honor of Tammuz, the Babylon-
ian “god of pastureand flocks. . . and of vege-
tation. Hewas husband and brother of 1shtar
(Asherah), goddess of fertility. Babylonian
epics preserve the sagaof theannud dying of
Tammuz in the autumn when vegetation with-
ered; hisdepartureto the underworld; his
recovery by the mourning Ishtar; and his
springtime return to the fertilized upper world”
(Harper'sBibleDictionary, 1961, “ Tammuz”).

The Babylonianstaught that Tammuz was
mystically revived from degth in the spring by
the anguish and crying of Ishtar, who, as
aready noted, was the same as the pagan god-

dessAdhtoreth referred to in Scripture (Judges
2:13; 10:6; 1 Kings 11:5). Thisancient custom
of mourning for the return of adead god is
mentioned in Ezekid 8:14, where we read of
women “weeping for Tammuz.” His supposed
resurrection marked the end of winter and

the beginning of spring, withitsnew life

and vegetation.

Ishtar, wife of Tammuz, was dso worshiped
asthe " Queen of Heaven” (Harper'sBible
Dictionary, “Asherah”). The Bible showsthat
idolatry and sun worship connected with
I shtar and Tammuz became so widespread
and influentid that they were practiced even
by people who had once known the true God
but hed fallen into wrong kinds of worship
(Ezekid 8:12-18; Jeremiah 7:18; 44:17-23).

Worshiped in other areas under the name
Adonis, Tammuz was honored with an annual
celebration by acult that “ mourned his degth
and rgoiced a hisresurrection. Thecult
worked itsway into the folkways of Chrigtian
peasants, who wept over thelost Adonisand
participated inlewd fetivities’ (Harper's
Bible Dictionary, “ Tammuz").

Subtle changes introduced

But how did such strange cusoms and
practices become associated with true events
recorded in the Bible—the Passover and Jesus
Chrig’sresurrection?

From the start, the Roman government
regarded the early Chrigtian Church asa
branch of the Jewish religion, because the ear-
liest Christians staunchly observed the same
laws and religious celebrations the Jews did.
Later, aspersecution againgt Jewsincreased in
the wake of two Jewish revolts against Rome,
many groups of professing Christians choseto
dissociate themsalves from beliefs and prac-
ticesthat were closdly identified with Judaism.

During thereign of Emperor Hadrian (A.D.
117-135), Jeawswere harshly persecuted and
practices of Judaism forbidden. These oppres-
sive measures gpparently influenced many
early Chrigiansin Rome to abandon the bibli-
cal Sabbath and festivalsand turn to Sunday,
historically observed by the Romansasaday
of veneration of the sun. Hence, thefirst day
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of theweek (Sunday) took the place of the
seventh-day Sabbath (Friday sunset to Satur-
day sunset), and “some of the old heathen
feasts became church festivalswith change of
name and of worship” (Jesse Lyman Hurlbut,
The Sory of the Chrigtian Church, 1954,

pp. 43,45, 77, 79).

In other words, the Sabbath and the festivals
of God, outlined in Leviticus 23 and practiced
by both Judaism and the early Church (see
Acts13:14, 42, 44; 16:13; 17:2; 18:4, 21; 20:6,
16; 27:9), were supplanted by nonbiblical
traditionsand practices. Thetruth and purity
of the early Church of God were corrupted.

Controversy over days of worship

Asthisearly confusion advanced, further
disagreement arose asto the dayson which
Jesus crucifixion and subsequent resurrection
occurred. The pagan festival honoring the god-
dess of soring (renamed Easter) began to sup-
plant the Chrigtian Passover. “In Rome Easter
was cel ebrated on the Sunday following the
full moon after the spring equinox, and was
amemoria of theresurrection” (The Oxford
[llustrated Higtory of Christianity, 1990, p. 36).

Notethat carefully. The Chrigtian Passover,
indituted by Jesusto annually commemorate
Hisdeath, was subtly changed to acelebration
memorializing Hisresurrection. But thereis
no command inthe Bible, by Jesusor His
apostles, to solemnize Hisresurrection.

Instead, Jesus highlighted what wasto be
accomplished by Hisdeath iningtituting new
symbolsfor the New Covenant meaning of the
Passover (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24;
Luke 22:17-20). He wasthe Lamb of God who
offered Himsdlf asthe true Passover sacrifice
for thesinsof theworld (John 1:29), and His
death fulfilled what had long been foreshad-
owed by the daying of the Passover lambs.

The New Catholic Encyclopedia adds:

ednesday: Jesus
as crucified and
died around 3 p.m.

(Matthew 27:46-50).

This was the prepa-
ration day for the
annual, not weekly,
Sabbath, which
began at sunset
(Mark 15:42; Luke
23:54; John 19:3il):

“Qriginaly both observances [Passover and
Easter] were dlowed, but gradudly it wasfelt
incongruousthat Christians should celebrate
Easter on aJewish feast, and unity in celebrat-
ing the principal Christian feast was called for”
(1967, “Eagter and ItsCydle”).

Thusthe Passover ceremony, observed
by Jesus Christ and commanded by Him for
Hisfollowers (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Luke
22:19; John 13:15), was supplanted by Easter,
aday neither He nor the early New Testament
Church gpproved.

Inconsistent and incorrect dating

Aspart of themixing of thisancient pagan
festival with the desth and resurrection of
Chrigt, whether to keep Easter, and if soon
what date, was hestedly debated during the
second century. A group inAsiaMinor known
asthe Quartodecimans (after the Latinword
for 14) rigoroudy defended the origind bibli-
cd truths. They insisted on an observance of
the Christian Passover on the correct biblical
date, the 14th day of the month Nisan on the
Hebrew calendar. Thiswasamovable date,
meaning it did not fall on the sameweekly
or Roman calendar day each year.

“In the mid-second century, however, some
Gentile Christiansbegan to celebrate [Easter]
on the Sunday after 14 Nisan, with the preced-
ing Friday observed asthe day of Chrigt’s cru-
cifixion, regardiess of thedate on whichit fell.
The resulting controversy over the correct time
for observing the Easter fetival reached ahead
inA.D. 197, when Victor of Rome excommu-
nicated those Chrigtianswho inssted on cele-
brating Easter [actudly the Passover] on 14
Nisan. The dispute continued until the early
fourth century, when the Quarto-decimans. . .
wererequired by Emperor Congtantineto
conform to the empire-wide practice of
observing Easter on the Sunday following

Thursday: This

bath, the first day
of Unleavened
Bread (John 19:31;
Leviticus 23:4-7). It
is described as the
day after the Day
of Preparation
(Matthew 27:62).

bought and pre-
pared spices for
anointing Jesus’
body before resting
on the weekly
Sabbath day, which
began at sunset
(Mark 16:1; Luke
23:56).

14 Nisan, rather than on the date itsdlf.

“Currently celebrated on thefirst Sunday
after thefirgt full moon following the verna
equinox [the Council of Niceafixed thisdate
inA.D. 325, Easter fdlsdifferently for [East-
ern] Orthodox Chrigtianity which, unlike
Western Chrigtianity, did not accept the Grego-
rian calendar reformin 1582" (Harper’sBible
Dictionary, 1985, “ Eagter”).

We therefore see thet the world’'s observance
of Easter isacurious mixture of ancient
mythologica and idolatrous practices and arbi-
trary dating that actually obscure and discredit
the proof of Jesus Christ’'s messiahship and
resurrection. The Passover was discarded and
replaced with Eagter.

Thisgives some of the background on how
Friday cameto be observed asthetime of
Jesus crucifixion, and thefollowing Sunday as
the date of Hisresurrection. However, another
problemwith dl thisisthat these observances
arerefuted by the detailsof the biblical record.

Jesus’ sign of the Messiah

Matthew 12:38 shows some of the scribes
and Pharisees asking Jesusfor asign to prove
Hewasthe Messiah. But Jesustold them that
the only sgn Hewould givewasthat of the
prophet Jonah: “ For as Jonah wasthree days
and three nightsin the belly of the grest fish,
so will the Son of Man bethree daysand three
nightsin the heart of the earth” (verse 40).

Many peoplejustify their belief in aFriday
burial and Sunday resurrection by reasoning
that this segment of time does not requirea
span of three 24-hour days, or 72 hours. They
arguethat apart of aday can bereckoned as
awhole day. Hence, since Jesuswas buried
just before sunset, they fed thefew remaining
moments of the daylight part of Friday
condtituted thefirst day, Friday sunset to Sat-
urday sunset was the second and Saturday

the Fourth
mandmen

11) Jesus rosej
before sunset,
exactly three days
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night through Sunday morning wasthethird.

Whét they fail to tekeinto consderationis
that a most only two nights can be accounted
for in thisexplanation, and really only onefull
daylight period (esafew moments of daylight
at theend of Friday isnot aday). Soweare
at least one day and one night short of Jesus
words even by thisinterpretation.

Something is obvioudy incorrect about this
commonly calculated conclusion.

Jonah 1:17 states specificaly that “ Jonah
wasin thebelly of thefish three daysand three
nights” Thereisno reason to think that these
daysand nightswerefractiona. Nor isthere
any bassfor thinking that Jesus meant only
two nightsand one day when He described the
length of time Hewould beinthe grave. Such
rationdization underminestheintegrity and
clear meaning of Jesus words.

Was Christ’s sign fulfilled?

If Jesuswerein the grave only from late
Friday afternoon to sometime before dawn on
Sunday morning, then the only sign He gave
that He was the prophesied Messiah was not
fulfilled. The claim of Hismessiahship restson
thefulfillment of Hiswords—it'sthat serious
ameatter!

Let uscarefully examinethebiblical details
of thosefateful days. Each of the Gospel writ-
ersgivesan account of the events, but each
presents different aspectsthat we need to cor-
rectly synchronize and harmonize to produce
aclear sequence and understanding of what
happened (see“ The Chronology of Chrigt’s
Crucifixion and Resurrection,” page 29).

The Bibledoesnot contradict itself (Psdm
119:160; John 10:35), and we will seethat not
one of the Gospel accounts contradicts what
the other Gospelsreved.

John 19:31 preservesacrucia point that
providesingght into the other narratives. The
“preparation day” onwhich Jesuswas cruci-
fied isdescribed asthe day before the Sabbath.
But John clarifiesit by tating that this
approaching Sabbath “wasahigh day’” This
does not refer to the regular weekly Sabbath
(Friday sunset to Saturday sunset) but to the
first day of Unleavened Bread, whichisone
of God'sannud high days, or holy feast days
(Exodus 12:16; Leviticus 23:6-7), which could
fal on any day of the week.

Some have argued that thishigh day fell that
year on the seventh day of the week, making
it doubly a Sabbath, with the preparation day
being on Friday. But Luke's account shows
thet thiswas not the case.

Notice the sequence of eventsoutlined
in Luke 23. Jesus moment of degth, aswell
asHishasty buria in the tomb because of the
oncoming Sabbath, is narrated in verses 46-
53. Verse 54 then states, “ That day wasthe
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Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near”

Two Sabbaths described

Many have assumed thet it isthe weekly
Sabbath mentioned here. But thisisnot the
case. Ingtead, it wasthe “high day” mentioned
by John, a Sabbath that occurred on Thursday
that year. We know that because verse 56
showsthat the women, after seeing Christ’s
body having been laid in the tomb just
before the Sabbath began, “returned and
prepared spices and fragrant oils’ for the
fina preparation of the body.

Such work could have been done only on
Friday, snceit would have been considered a
violation of thelaw if it were done on the Holy
Day, and that would not have been alowed.
Thisisfurther verified by Mark’s account,
which gates, “Now when the Sabbath was
past, Mary Magdaene, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices[which
would not have been purchased on a Sabbath]
thet they might come and anoint Him” (Mark
16:1, emphasis added throughout).

Thisconclusively provesthat the Sabbath
mentioned here and in the other narratives
wasthefirst Holy Day of the biblica Feast of
Unleavened Bread (L eviticus 23:4-8), which,
inA.D. 31, fell onaThursday. Thewomen
had to wait until this high-day Sabbath was
over beforethey could buy and preparethe
spices, on Friday, to be used for anointing
Jesus' body. Then, after these activities, “ they
rested on the Sabbath according to the com-
mandment;” which would have beenthe
regular weekly Sabbath (Luke 23:56).

After thisrest, the women then went to
Jesus tomb early onthefirst day of the week
(Sunday), whileit wastill dark (John 20:1),
and found that He had already been resur-
rected (Mathew 28:1-6; Mark 16:2-6; Luke
24:1-3; John 20:1). Therefore, if wedlow the
Scripturestointerpret themselves, an accurate
harmonization of dl four Gospdl accounts
demondratesthe accuracy and validity of
Jesus satements.

Further proof of the accuracy of this
sequence and explanation isfound in Matthew
28:1. Mot trandations render “Now after the
Sabbath” asif the word Sabbath were singular.
Thisisnot correct. Sabbath hereis sabbaton
inthe Greek text, whichisplural. SomeBible
versons, including Alfred Marshal’s Pardlld
New Testament in Greek and English and Fer-
rar Fenton'strandation, trandateit properly
as“ dfter the Sabbaths!” which again demon-
dratesthat there was more than one Sabbath
that week.

Thewording of Mark 16:1-2 isdso confus-
ing to some becauseit seemsto suggest that
the spiceswere purchased after theweekly
Sabbath rather than beforeit, on Friday.

However, thisisexplained by Luke 23:56,
which clearly showsthat the women bought
the spices before, and not after, the weekly
Sabbath, “and they rested on the Sabbath
according to the commandment.” Mark did
not mention thisweekly Sabbath rest in his
account, but Luke did.

Some aso sumble over Mark 16:9, not
taking into account that thereis no punctuation
indicated inthe origind Greek. Therefore, to
bein harmony with the material presentedin
the other Gospels, abetter trandation would
be: “Now having risen, early thefirst day of
the week He gppeared firg to Mary Magda
lene..” Theseversesare not saying that
Jesusrose early on Sunday morning, but that
He appeared on Sunday morning to Mary
Magdalene, having risen sometime earlier.

Three full days and nights in the tomb

Be assured that the precise fulfillment of
Jonah'ssign of three daysand three nights,
which Jesus gave as verification of Hisauthen-
ticity and messiahship, did happen. Jesusrose
not Sunday at sunrise, but instead late Satur-
day afternoon around sunsst—which was
precisely three days and three nights after He
was placed in the tomb just before sunset on
Wednesday. He had already risen hours before
the women came to the tomb—before sunrise
—on Sunday morning.

We should be grateful that God has pre-
served the genuine, incontrovertible proof of
Jesus' resurrection so we can have the absolute
confidence and certainty thet Jesusisindeed
the prophesied Messiah and Savior of the
world. Chrigt has paid the full penalty of
human sin by His sacrifice and desth, and He
rose from the deed and now livesin heaven
asour Helper, High Priest and I ntercessor.

Let'snolonger cling tofablessuch as
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Instead,
asJesusingructsusin John 4:23-24, let
usworship God “inspiritand truth.” Gn
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Letters From QOur Readers

“TheEnd of the World”

Inreferenceto “ The End of the World:
What Doesthe Bible Say?” therewerea
number of informative factsand quotesin this
article. It was definitely thought-provoking
and something we need reminding of! And
the use of multiple trand ations can be helpful
in clarifying less clear scriptures.

J.Y,, Norcross, Georgia
The United Statesin prophecy?

| am on a Christian mother’s group on-
line, and we were discussing the recent
eventsin Irag. Thetopic of end times has got
uswondering about where the United States
isinall of this. We have searched the Scrip-
tures, yet no one seemsto be able to identify
the United States. Are we missing some-
thing? Are we wiped out or arewe called
by another name? Just wondering what your
thoughts were on this question.

By theway, | love your articlesand you
have helped me to understand some questions
about thingsthat | couldn’t find answers
to elsawhere. Thank you for your minigtry.

Reader on Internet

You certainly raise good and timely ques-
tions. In fact, the United Sates and other
major English-speaking nations are men-
tioned in many Bible prophecies. To discover
the shocking truth of who they really are
and what is prophesied to happen to them,
request or download our free booklet The
United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy.

“Vibrant Health:
TheCrucial Biblical Keys’

In reading your November/December
issue, | found not asingle flaw with any phys-
ica, emotiona or spiritua guidance you have
given. Previoudy | had no willpower, energy
or drivefor success—hence, nofaith. All
of that changed with acommitment within
myself to change. Exercise, diet and quitting
smoking and tobacco use have given mea
new salf-image. All of thishasresulted in
less dtress, anxiety, anger and depression.
Instead it has resulted in more faith, emotional
dahility, peace of mind and physical hedlth.

D.EB,, . Clairsville, Ohio

| do enjoy and look forward to each
monthly issue. But it was the one about
smoking that I'm going to hold tight to.
After 30 years of smoking, | am going to

make my first attempt to quit—both for
health and spiritual reasons. | will apply
what | learned in your quit-smoking article.

J.R., Robinson, lllinois
Theimportance of biblical prophecy

Thank you for your publications. My big-
gest problem with Chrigtianity isthat thereare
few who teach prophecy and even fewer who
want to hear it. Your organization has not
madethiserror. Asameatter of fact, your orga:
nization makes prophecy one of itsmain top-
ics. Prophecy teachesthe fear of God, and as
| have seen, prophecy causesfar morereaction
to God and HisWord than does only teaching
thelove of God. Itiskind of like churcheswho
only passout the New Testament. How much
of the New Testament can you understand if
you do not comprehend the Old Testament?

J.D.H., Hesperia, California

Indeed, all these areas areimportant.
Some want to focus exclusively on their con-
cept of “ love” Others may want to focus
exclusively on prophecy. We must learn to
striketheright balance.

Reader from Russia

| get gresat pleasure from your magazine.
| livein Russiaand I'd liketo receive thisnice
magazine, The Good News, but I'm not surel
candoit here. What should | do to receiveit?

AD.R, S. Petersburg, Russia

W\E' ve added your nameto our subscription
list and will be mailing it to you.

Reader from Thailand

| have received an old copy of The Good
News and felt so encouraged by it. Living
herein Thailand for 30 years now, we have
little possibilities to receive Christian maga-
zinesin the English language. | am married
to a Thai-Chinese man with four children
and | amworking by God's calling among
poor children herein Thailand. | originally
came from Switzerland. If you fee it is till
possibleto send The Good News al the way
to Thailand, | would be grateful and will cer-
tainly share the magazine here with others.

S.J., Bangkok, Thailand

You have been added to The Good News
subscription ligt.

Attending church services
| am writing to thank you for al the litera-

ture | have received from you and to find out
more about agroup of believers closeto me
that | canjoin. | have been studying now for
several yearsto find achurch or group who
believed the entire Bible. | met with many
different people and attended severd
churchesin hope of discovering those who
embraced the beliefsthat | had cometo rec-
ognize from reading and studying my Bible.
When | began to receive your literature,
my burden was lightened and my heart glad-
dened as| discovered that your group did
indeed believe the entire Bible. My relief in
finding your organization has been immense.
| have severa thingsin my life that need
to be changed, one being that my current
job requires me to work on Saturday, and
| would treasure the help and guidance of
othersof like belief in bringing about the
changesthat | need to make. | fedl | have
areal need to bein fellowship.

C.T., Meridian, Mississippi

W& deeply appreciate your interestin
attending church services. Our reader services
dtaff and personal correspondentsgladly com:
municatewith all who request assstance. We
have sent the telephone number of our nearest
pastor. Also thefeature article, * Should You
Attend Church?; beginning on page 22 of this
issue, should be of help. It mentions several
related booklets that you may want to request
and read. In addition, our free booklet Sunset
to Sunset: God's Sabbath Rest (available on
request) may give you the encouragement you
need to step out on faith.

Bible Study Course

Thank you! | appreciate and |ove the Word
of the Living God. It is more necessary,
essentia and important—an urgent matter
to our daily life. | was so touched by God's
presence and powerful love as| studied your
course. | was especidly helped by reading
about how to rely on God in an uncertain
world. | looked up and read and studied
every scripturein lessons one and two.

L.P., Winnshoro, Texas

Published letters may be edited for clarity
and space. Addressyour |ettersto The Good
News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254,
U.SA,, or E-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be
suretoinclude your full name, city, stateor
province, and country).
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How Much Do You Know
About the Real Easter Story?

How much do you know about the origin of Easter and its popular customs? Take the
following short quiz to assess your knowledge!

4 True or False? Easter didn't originate with Jesus Christ's resurrection,
but had been celebrated for many centuries by that time.

2 True or False? Rabbits and eggs have nothing to do with Christ’s
resurrection, but are holdovers from ancient spring fertility celebrations.

2 True or False? Easter gets its name from an ancient fertility
goddess.

4 True or False? Pagans celebrated the supposed resurrection of
their false gods in the spring many centuries before Jesus Christ.

5 True or False? The word Easter appears only once in the Bible—
and that one time is a mistranslation of the Greek word for Passover.

6 True or False? Neither the apostles nor other members of the early
Church celebrated Easter.

7 True or False? Celebrations such as Easter are condemned in the Bible.

The correct answer to all of the above questions is true—and you can verify most of these
answers with a quick look through several good encyclopedias. Or, for an in-depth look at
the real Easter story as revealed by history and the Bible, request your free copy of our booklet
Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Keep?

Too many people go through life thinking they are honoring Jesus
Christ through popular celebrations such as Easter. But, before you cele-
brate Easter again, why not consider what Jesus Himself thinks about

this holiday? As a serious
\United Church of God

Christian, don't you think
it's time you considered an International Assonistion

His point of view? =
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