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Heaven on Earth?

eaven on earth? The idea seems abit preposter-

ous. After all, our planet isanything but heavenly

right now, with wars and terrorism dominating the newsin many
areas around the globe. The steady, deadly march of AIDS continuesto
decimate entire countries, while poverty, oppression and corruption grind
down the lives and hopes of millionsmore. Environmenta destruction,
overpopulaion, pollution, socia disintegration and crime guarantee
plenty more problemsfor yearsto come.

In spite of years of mankind's best efforts at addressing these chronic
problems, our solutions always seem to come up woefully short.

But we certainly are not without hope. The Good Newsisamagazine
of hope—of hope for how you can solve your problems and begin turn-
ing around your life right now, aswell as understanding how these crises
that afflict humanity will ultimately be resolved once and for al.

Isan earthly paradise possible? Believeit or not, it's more than
apossihility. It'sacertainty!

In Matthew 24:21-22 Jesus explained why He must return, and when—
at atime when human folly will have brought mankind to the brink of
extinction. “It will beatime of great distress, such asthere has never been
before since the beginning of the world, and will never beagain,” Christ
explained. “ If that time of troubleswere not cut short, no living thing
couldsurvive. . ” (Revised English Bible, emphasis added throughot).

How will Jesusreturn? Revelation 19:16 describes Histriumphant
return as King of Kingsand Lord of Lords. He returnsasamajestic
ruler who will rescue humanity—the supreme King who will establish
akingdom, the Kingdom of God, on earth.

Danid 7:14 plainly tellsusthat Hewill reign over aliterd world-ruling
kingdom: “Then to Him was given dominion and glory and akingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. Hisdominion
isan everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and Hiskingdom
the one which shall not be destroyed.”

Many Bible prophecies describe how the entire earth will betransformed
under Hisloving, righteousreign. Let'snotice afew:

“Many nations shall come and say, ‘ Come, and let usgo up to the
mountain of theLorp . . . He will teach usHisways, and we shall walk
in His paths’ For out of Zion thelaw shall go forth, and the word of the
Lorp from Jerusdlem. He shdl judge between many peoples, and rebuke
strong nations afar off; they shall begt their swordsinto plowshares, and
their spearsinto pruning hooks; nation shal not lift up sword against
nation, neither shdl they learn war any more” (Micah 4:2-3).

“Thewolf also shall dwell with thelamb, theleopard shall liedown
with the young goat, the calf and the young lion and the fatling together;
and alittlechild shall lead them . . . They shall not hurt nor destroy inall
My holy mountain, for the earth shall befull of the knowledge of the
Lorp asthewaters cover the seel” (Isaiah 11:6-9).

“*Behold, the days are coming, saysthe Lorb, ‘when the plowvman
shall overtake the regper, and the treader of grapes him who sows seed;
the mountains shall drip with sweet wine, and dl the hills shall flow with
it... They shal build the waste cities and inhabit them; they shall plant
vineyards and drink wine from them; they shall also make gardensand
eat fruit from them'” (Amos 9:13-14).

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
shall be unstopped. Then thelame shall legp like adeer, and the tongue of
the dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, and streams
in the desert. The parched ground shal become apool, and thethirsty
land springs of water . . ” (Isaiah 35:5-7).

Yes, heaven on earth will one day become aredlity! Thisissue of The
Good News will help you better understand how that will come abouit.

—Scott Ashley
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Coming: Heaven on Earth!

The latest research of science and the Bible shows God has big plans for planet earth.

by Howard Davis

arge, an elderly friend I'd

known since childhood, had

never visited my family since

we moved to Portland, Ore-

gon. Living in Minnesota, she
was familiar with the modest terrain of the
American Midwest from living there her
entirelife.

Seeing the snowcapped summit of Mt.
Hood and the mile after mile of cascading
waterfals plunging off cliffsalong the
ColumbiaRiver George, athought occurred
to Marge.

A woman of deep religious conviction and
beliefs, Marge was transfixed by a particu-
larly stunning waterfall cascading amidst the
lush undergrowth of the Pacific Northwest
forest. Then she exclaimed, “Who wantsto
go to heaven when you can livein aplace
likethis?’

It makes you wonder about heaven and
earth, aplacelikethis.

Which would you choose?

Sometimes places on earth do seem more
beautiful than the descriptions of heavenin
the popular culture of literature and religion.

If you had a choice between the popul ar
conception of heaven or an earth of peace
and marvel ous beauty, which would you
choose? Would you chooseto live forever
within aworld community of peace, endless

prosperity, unblemished radiant health, sur-
rounded by friends, boundless opportunity
for creativity and stimulating personal chal-
lenge? That would seem like heaven on
earth! And chances are you'd want to be
firstinlineto sign up.

Hold on to that thought. If you take a
look at the latest thinking in science about
the earth’s unique place in the universe,
and many statementsin the Bible largely
ignored today by churches, you should come
to the conclusion that God has big plansfor
this planet—plans bigger than most of us
canimagine.

Infact, if you believe the biblical book of
Revelation, you will cometo the conclusion
that God is planning to rel ocate heaven.

It tellsusthat God is moving here.

A planet perfect for life

Based on the sciencefictions of Holly-
wood and other wishful thinking, you might
think that there really isevidence of life
and higher intelligence somewhereelsein
the universe. From the unproven ideas of
Charles Darwin 150 years ago to hisintellec-
tual descendants of today, some scientists
with an agenda to manipulate the public
continue to push ideas about biologica life
elsawherein the universe.

But after countless billions of dollars
spent in astrophysics, experimental biology,

astronomy, space research and hundreds of
space missionsincluding some to the moon,
Mars, Venus and Jupiter, not one shred of
evidencethat biological life exists anywhere
in the universe, except on earth, has been
documented.

Neither isthere even ahint of actual
scientifically obtained evidence that ahigher
form of materia intelligence exists any-
where beyond our planet, though scientists
have diligently sought it for decades—
for instance, searching the heavensfor
intelligent radio signals.

Now many scientists are asking a number
of appropriate questions. In auniverse per-
fectly structured with chemical properties
and physics determining al the processes
of matter and energy, why do intelligent
beings exist only here on earth? Honest
scientists are forced back into the degpest
philosophical questions of “Why man?’
and “Why here?’

Two recent developmentsin scientific
studies are leading more scientists to the
conclusion that the entire universe was
designed specifically to support human
life here on planet earth and nowhere else.

Thefirst development isthe recognition
that the universeis structured so that al the
trillions of interrelated elements can be com-
bined in aparticular way, at aparticular place
and at aparticular timeto create biological

Sights in the beautiful Columbia River Gorge, above, prompted a
visitor to exclaim, “Who wants to go to heaven when you can live
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in a place like this?” Her comment wasn'’t far off the mark, because
God promises to transform our planet into an earthly paradise.



speed of the earth’s daily rotation onitsaxis,

Scientists are discovering that many factors had to be perfect for life to exist on planet
earth. Its distance from the sun, temperature range, speed of rotation, interaction with
the moon and other planets and even the angle of its tilt are perfectly balanced for life.

life on earth—with man the transcendent
physical and biological expression of life.
The second development is the recogni-
tionthat itisliterally impossiblefor the
universeto exist and man to beasheisby
chance—without an intelligent designer.
Based on the latest scientific evidence,
itisincreasingly apparent that the universe
was created to support human existence, and
that the center of development of any lifein

Yet the more scientists consider what
they seein the countless galaxies, the more
they appreciate how the combination of
earth’s surface conditions, distance from
the moon and sun, and chemical makeup
are so mathematically impossible thereis
no reason to believe biological life exists
anywhere else. In dl the universe, the con-
ditionsfor life are absolutely perfect right
here, right now, for life on planet earth.

“As we look out into the universe and identify the
many accidents of physics that have worked together
for our benefit, it almost seems as though the universe
must have known that we were coming.”

(Freeman Dyson, physicist and professor at the Institute for Advanced Study)

the universeisright here on our sparkling
blue orb.

Perfect environment for life
and human beings

“...Inauniversethat could have been
utterly hostile to the needs of life,” writes
Michael Corey in hisrecent book The God
Hypothesis, “we have found that precisely
the opposite state of affairsisactualy the
case, namely, that the universeliterally
catersto the needs of living organismsin
thousands of different ways’ (2001, p. vii).

Perfectly positioned 93 million milesfrom
our modest yellow gtar, the earth’stempera:
ture range perfectly enablesthe billions of
chemical reactionsthat alow biologicd lifeto
continue. Varying only about 150 degrees, life
exigsinonly atiny diceof our solar system'’s
temperature range—which variesfrom -459
degrees Fahrenheit (-273 degrees Celsius) on
the dark side of interplanetary spaceto over
27,000,000 degrees Fahrenheit (15,000,000
degrees Celsius) at the sun’'score.

All elements of our planet’s position and
chemistry are perfectly suited for life. The
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the annual dlliptical path around the sun,
itstilt (which causes the seasons) and the
amount of gravitational pull create the
perfect environmental stagefor life.

“The earth’s gravitationa interaction
with the moon isaso very delicately bal-
anced asfar aslifeisconcerned,” saysDr.
Corey. “If it were any greater, the resulting
tidal effects on the earth’s atmosphere,
oceans, and rotational period would have
been too great. Yet, if it were less, orhital
obliquity changes would have caused severe
climatic instabilities throughout the earth’s
various ecosystems” (p. 126).

Performing 24 hours aday, seven days
aweek, on the stage of planet earthisan
unknowably complex symphony of count-
lesstrillions of chemical reactions through-
out the environment. Billions of chemical
reactionsin your body every minute of every
day are made possible when thousands of
trace elements and compounds mix, com-
bine and break up asyou bresthe, eat and
digest your food.

All these reactions require atemperature
inarange from 32 to 110 degrees Fahrenheit
(0to 43 degrees Celsius) so the chemical
elements and compounds are found in the
appropriate solid, liquid or gaseous forms
to work.

Each reaction is perfectly preprogrammed
in your genes found in a sequence of the
3 billion letters of your chromosomes. Each
ingtruction set isfound in every one of the
40trillion cellsin your body. Each instruc-
tion process requires the perfect mixturein
an abundant environment of water, oxygen
and myriad other chemicals.

Every atom and molecule of the chemistry
of lifeis perfectly selected. Consider, for
example, nitrogen compounds and mole-
cules. They arerequired partsin proteins—
the basic structures of your flesh—hbones,
blood, muscles, etc.

Of more than 110 elementsin the uni-
verse, “no other element could possibly take
its place, and indeed, if the molecular prop-
erties of nitrogen were only dightly differ-
ent, proteins and nucleic acids could never
haveformed,” says Dr. Corey (p. 119).

Perhaps even more amazing is oxygen,
arare element elsewherein the universe.
“The amount of oxygen in the atmosphere
also appearsto be optimal for the existence
of life. Had it been much greater, plant and
other combustible materialswould have
burned too easily, but had it been less, ani-
malswouldn’t have had enough oxygen
to breathe” (p. 127).

Ozone, areactive oxygen compound,
formsaprotective layer high inthe atmos-
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phere surrounding the earth. “Had it been
much greater, the earth’s surface temperature
would have been too low,” Dr. Corey writes.
“On the other hand, had it been significantly
less, the earth’s surface temperature would
have been too high, and there would have
been too much harmful ultraviolet radiation
at the surface” (p. 127).

Some stientigts think the structure of the
universe appearsfull of “accidents’ witha
purpose. Morethan 30 years ago physicist

Designer in order for so many scientists
to be openly talking about Him. Indeed,
lengthy discussion about the possible
existence of God can be found in many
otherwise nontheidtic tregtises.. . . (p. 23).
While some scientists are able to see
through their discoveriesto the great Intelli-
gence behind the universe, they don’t know
why the universe exists, and why man isthe
centerpiece of intelligent design.
Only God Himself can explain why

Sometimes places on earth do seem more beautiful
than the descriptions of heaven in the popular cul-
ture of literature and religion. Which would you choose?

Freeman Dyson wrotethat “aswelook out
into the universe and identify the many acci-
dents of physicsand astronomy that have
worked together for our benefit, it also seems
asthough the universe must in some sense
have known that we were coming” (“Energy
inthe Universe” Stientific American, Sep-
tember 1971, p. 59, emphasis added).

It appears, based on science, that man on
earth isthe very centerpiece of the develop-
ment of the universein both intelligence and
design. As Dr. Corey pointsout: “The size of
ahuman being turns out to be the geometric
mean between the size of aplanet and the
sizeof anatom. . . Thisseemsto place
humanity squarely in the middle of the
cosmic hierarchy of objects’ (p. 141).

Only God knows why

Today in science thereisagrowing
acknowledgment of aMaster Planner and
plan behind the existence of man and the
universe.

Dr. Corey observes. “It doesn't teke a
geniusto see that the evidence must be
overwhelmingly in favor of an Intelligent

6 The Good News

human life on earth appears to be the center
of complexity inal the universe. Itison
this question that the Bibleis utterly unique,
inspiring and without equal in giving man
the answer to “Why man, why here?’

What God saysin the Bibleis startling and
provocative for both science and religion—
including the Christianity practiced by
most churches.

It comesdown to this: The Bible begins
with the statement that “ God created the
heavensand the earth” (Genesis 1:1). Why
was this done? To “make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness’ (verse 26). This
first book of the Bible tellsusthat God orgar
nized al the immense complexities of the
heavens, and the details of planet earth,
to set up a home for man.

What afascinating development! Science
and the Bible reach the exact same conclusion
on thismost important issue—why man exists
and why theuniverseisasit isl Theuniverse,
according to both science and the Bible, is
actualy structured for man’s existence.

What comes next is even more exciting.
But science knows nothing about what God

plansto do with this planet in the future.

Relocating heaven

Theideathat good people are going to go
to heaven to be with God forever isthe most
widely held view among Christians about
what happens after death. But those who
serioudly study the Bible know that thiswas
not the teaching of Jesus or the early Chris-
tian Church (see John 3:13; Acts 2:34), but
was adopted much later.

Christ always promised His obedient fol-
lowersthat they would “inherit the earth”
(Matthew 5:5). But the Bible also shows
God isgoing to come and dwell on earth.

Read this about how heaven ismoving to
earth: “Then | saw anew heaven and anew
earth, for the old heaven and the old earth
had disappeared. And the seawas a'so gone.
And | saw the haly city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven like
abeautiful bride prepared for her husband.
| heard aloud shout from the throne, saying,
‘L ook, the home of God is now among his
people! Hewill live with them, and they will
be his people. God himself will be with
them'” (Revelation 21:1-3, New Living
Trandation, emphasis added).

While most people today do not takethis
passage as saying God will spend the future
on earth, early Christiansdid.

Scientifically, it only makes sense. Science
knowsthat earth is utterly unique, utterly
beautiful, and utterly alone asahomefor
intelligent physical lifein the universe.

But we are not alone among the intelligent
spiritud life.

Aninvisible God of fathomlessintelli-
gence obviously designed the universe,
which according to astronomers’ best esti-
mates stretches out some 15 billion light
years. By some recent estimates a staggering
70 thousand million million million—seven
followed by 22 zeros—starsare visible
through telescopes from earth.
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Our universe encompasses such immen-
sity of powers, energies and physicsthat we
moderns can express our wonder of it all
no better than King David did 3,000 years
ago when hewrote: “ The heavenstell of
the glory of God. The skies display his mar-
velous craftsmanship” (Psalm 19:1, NLT).

From our home on thisplanet in acorner
of the universe, we perceive God behind the
scenes, on another level of existence, uphold-
ing the universe we see. Hisrealm of being

understand that his future and potential are
al inthe hands of the only living God, the
eterna spirit Crestor.

In Christ’sfirst coming, God showed us
through Him the nature of what manisto
ultimately become, aperson of ultimate
character and divine perfection. Asthe
Gospel of John records, the Word of God
“became human and lived here on earth
among us. . . We have al benefited from
the rich blessings he brought to us—one

The first book of the Bible tells us that God organized all
the immense complexities of the heavens, and the details
of planet earth, to set up a home for man.

isnot temporary like ours—in the flesh of
atoms, molecules, water and ever-changing
proteins. God's existence is spirit, eternd,

of divine perfection and indescribable power.

Why did He decide to come here? Why
this particular spot in the universe?

How did the 6,000 years of human history
initsinfinite complexity, variety, tragedy
and triumph, ugliness and beautty, futility
and eternal purposes cometo betheworld
asweknow it?

God givesthe answersin the Bible. It's
because He has designed our earth to con-
tinueasisuntil “it will join God's children
in glorious freedom from death and decay”
(Romans8:21, NLT). Soit will be!

The heavenly Kingdom first

It ishere on earth that you and | must
discover the meaning of life revealed by
God in HisWord. Though created in God's
image, we must understand our complete
inability to proceed in our future without the
power of God'slove, thelight of Hislaw and
faith in God and the hope Hereved sfor the
future. It is here that man was created to

gracious blessing after another” (John 1:14-
16, NLT).

Yet Jesus said most of humanity would
not learn these lessons. Our civilization, gov-
ernments, cultures and religions don't want
God to cometo planet earth. Instead they
will bring adisaster on the world from which
Jesus Christ promised Hewill returnto
save mankind.

Shortly, the powers of the universe shall
rip open the skies above the earth, and the
divine realm of the spirit will be made mani-
fest at the return of the glorified Jesus Chrigt.

Perhaps sooner than any of us know, the
1,000 years of adivinely ruled government
of Christ over the earth will come. The Son
of God is preparing to move out of heaven
soon (to learn more about these events, be
sureto read “ God's Harvest Feasts. His
Assurance of Hope for Mankind,” beginning
on page 8).

Chrigt is planning to make earth His home.
Later, the eternal Father will descend and
dwell here, too, inthe New Jerusalem being
prepared in heaven even now.

Areyou prepared to welcome Them? Gn
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Who’s Behind
The Good News7

ho's behind The Good News maga-

zine? Many readers have wondered who
we are and how we are able to provide The
Good Newvs free to all who request it. Simply
put, The Good News is provided by
people—people from all walks of life, from
all over the world.

But those people have a common goal:
To proclaim the gospel of the coming
Kingdom of God to all the world as
a witness and to teach all nations
to observe what Christ commanded
(Matthew 24:14; 28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming the same
message Jesus Christ brought: the wonderful
good news of the coming Kingdom of God
(Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:43, 8:1).
That message truly is good news—the answer to
all mankind's problems. Through the pages of
The Good News and various booklets (also
free) we show the biblical answers to the dilem-
mas that have defied human solution and
threaten the very survival of humankind.

We are committed to taking that message to
the entire world, sharing the truth of God's pur-
pose and plan for us as taught by Jesus Christ.

The United Church of God has congregations
and ministers around the world. In these con-
gregations believers assemble to be instructed
from the Scriptures and to fellowship. For loca-
tions and times of services in your area, write
or call us at the appropriate address on page 2.
Visitors are always welcome.

For additional information, visit our Web site:
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God'’s Harvest Feasts:
His Assurance of Hope for Mankind

Despite the enormous problems facing humanity today, mankind has great hope
for the future. Proof of that hope lies in God’s harvest celebrations laid out in the Bible.

by Jerold Aust

magine yoursalf standing on the most

[uxurious landscape on earth: fields

brimming with rich, dark soil; green pas-

turesthat swell to nearby hillsand sweep
down into broad meadows where cows,
horses and sheep grazein contentment and
peace; hedgerows, strong and thick, inter-
gpersed with groves of scattered trees—
some deciduous, some evergreen and many
of them fruit trees.

Picturesque cottages dot the landscape.
Distant villages arefilled with children play-
ing in the streets, grandparents Sitting under
their fruit trees sharing stories, laughing and
singing songswith their families.

Barley, wheat and cotton fields are uni-
formly planted like a patchwork quilt. Ter-
raced hillsides are planted with vines, mul-
berries, figs, oranges, lemons, tangerines,
cherries and other deliciousfruits, so heavily
laden that they sometimes ripen before they
can be picked.

Onarising knoll not far away, you seea
scene of even more ravishing beauty. Lush
gardens, orchards and groves of shade
trees—among which wind silvery streams—
surround avillage on ahill. Asyou enter this

God has promised and guaranteed that one day this
earth will become a worldwide Garden of Eden.

luxurious park setting, you hear the voices of

nightingales, goldfinches and thrushes while

aromatic odors and colorful flowers captivate
your Senses.

Itisjust another perfect day in paradise. In
fact, it is paradise—God's paradise on earth.
Thisisaplace of rest, asafe place, the place
where you can commune with God without
any obstructions, restrictions or threats.

If you were there today—and someday
you likely will be—you might think you had
died and goneto heaven! But infact, thisis
even better. To human beings, this setting
will be aparadise, anew Garden of Eden
on thisplanet.

Intruth, God has promised and guaranteed
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that one day this earth will become aworld-
wide Garden of Eden. Thislimited imagery
can't begin to compare with the stunning
beauty of that coming day.

Areyou preparing for that day? God is.
And so are His people.

The Feast of Tabernacles, abiblical cele-
bration kept in the autumn in the northern

hemisphere, a the end of the harvest season,
helpstoillustrate and prefigure that wonder-
ful, utopian world tomorrow foretold in
dozens of Bible prophecies.

God isthe author of thisgrest fal feast.
To understand thisfeast and its significance
isto understand the great hope and future
God hasin store for humankind.

Three harvest seasons of humanity

God's seven biblical festivals are con-
tained within the three major harvest seasons
of the Holy Land: the barley harvest, the
later spring whest harvest, and the great
ingathering late summer and fall harvest.

God identifies the three mgjor harvest

seasonsin Deuteronomy 16: “Threetimes
ayear al your males shall appear before

the LorD your God in the place which He
chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread,
at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of
Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before
the Lorp empty-handed” (verse 16). The

entire family generally observesthefestivals
of God, including women and children (see
Nehemiah 8:1-12).

These three festivals symbolicaly portray
humanity’s salvation in successive stages.
Each stage involves greater numbersthan
its predecessor. Let's explore thesein thelr

{ biblical order.

The early harvests

Thefirst harvest season, the barley har-
vest, isthe smalledt, yet in asignificant sense
the grestest.

Generdly referred to asthe Passover sea
son, it includes the seven days of the Feast
of Unleavened Bread. Thisisthefirst spring
harvest and isalighter one, astheripened
barley isarelatively lighter-weighted grain
than wheat.

Within the Passover/Unleavened Bread
season isthe wave-sheef offering (Leviticus
23:10-14). Thisiswhere the significance of
the lighter harvest comesinto play: It repre-
sents only one man, the Son of man—Jesus
Christ. Heisthefulfillment of the wave-
sheaf offering, as He was accepted by God
after Hisresurrection on the very day the
wave-sheaf offering was waved before God
for its acceptance before the barley harvest
could begin.

Just asthefirst of the annua harvest sea-
sons began with the wave-shesf offering, the
first harvest of humankind for immortality
in God's Kingdom began with Jesus Christ.
Without thisimportant beginning, the follow-
ing two harvest seasons could never come
about. Humanity’s salvation is absolutely
dependent on the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ (John 12:23-25).

The second harvest festival iscalled the
Feast of Pentecost, this being the Greek

Photos: Corel Professional Photos (left), Comstock



The festivals of the Bible are timed around the harvest seasons of  of their symbolism reveals how God is carrying out His plan to

the Holy Land—spring, late summer and autumn. A close study

gather a harvest of humanity into His soon-coming Kingdom.

word for “fiftieth,” asthe festival washeld 50
daysfrom the wave-shesf offering, counting
the wave sheaf asday one (Leviticus 23:15-
17). Inthe Old Testament thisfestiva is
called the Feast of Harvest, Feast of Weeks
or simply Firstfruits (Exodus 23:16;
Deuteronomy 16:10; Numbers 28:26).

Thisfeast represents the harvesting of
thefirstfruitsin God's plan for humanity—
including the Old Testament saints and
those who throughout history have been
part of the New Testament Church Jesus
founded. The spiritua fulfillment of this
Feast of Firstfruits began when God sent
His Spirit to the original members of His
Church—which, significantly, happened
on the very day of the Feast of Firstfruits
or Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4).

Thisharvest of the human firstfruits con-
tinues until the return of Christ Jesus, when
they are resurrected to eternal life asimmor-
tal spirit beings (1 Corinthians 15:50-52;

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17). Thisiswhy the
members of God’strue Church are repeat-
edly caled “firgfruits’ in the Scriptures
(see Romans 8:23; 16:5; 1 Corinthians
16:15; James 1:18; Revelation 14:4).

So far we have seen that the biblical har-
vest festivals represent the resurrection of
Jesus Christ to immortality, followed by
God's calling of those whom He places
within His Church, who will be resurrected
toimmortality a Christ’sreturn.

If we wereto stop at this point, we would
remain ignorant of the significance of God's
final harvest festival: the Feast of Ingathering
(Exodus 23:16). The very name gloriously
defines the purpose of this grest feast and
offersthe greatest hopeto an otherwise
hopel ess humanity. How tragicit isthat so

few people understand and keep these feadts,
and so remain ignorant of God's greet plan
and purposefor us!

The fall harvest season’s festivals

God'sWord likens Him to afarmer who
patiently tends His crop, waiting for the
right time to harvest. Notice James 5:7:

of Tabernacles and the Last Great Day.

Beginning of the world’s transformation

The Feast of Trumpetsisthefirst of
the four festivalsin this season (Leviticus
23:24). In the Bible, trumpets were used
to sound an alarm of imminent war. And
indeed, asthe events depicted by these

God's Word likens Him to a farmer who patiently tends
His crop, waiting for the right time to harvest.

“Therefore be patient, brethren, until the
coming of the Lord. See how the farmer
waitsfor the preciousfruit of the earth,
waiting patiently for it until it receivesthe
early and latter rain” (emphasis added
throughout). In His case, the “ precious fruit
of the earth” means human beings who will
recelve Hiswonderful gift of eternd life
asmembers of His spirit family (for more
details, request our free booklet What
IsYour Destiny?).

Aswonderful as God's master plan of
salvation as depicted through these three
harvest seasonsis, thereisan end to His
harvesting of humanity. That last season
isfittingly summarized asthe Feast of
Ingathering.

The events signified by thisfinal festival
Season are the great hope of humanity,
including the multiple billions of people who
died invain, without hope, without afuture.
The numbers resurrected during thistime
of salvation will be staggering.

This harvest season actually includes
four different festivals, al of them with
distinct meaning. They are the Feast of
Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, the Feast

days unfold, the world will be gripped by
devastating warfare (Matthew 24:6, 21-22;
Revelation 6:4; 9:1-21).

But the sounding of trumpets depicts
something el se too—Jesus Christ’sreturn
to earth at the last trumpet to save, not
destroy, humankind (Revelation 11:15;

1 Thessdonians 4:16).

If Christ did not intervenein human
affairsat this point, tyrannical leaders
would destroy the earth and humanity with
it. “The nations were angry, and Your wrath
has come, and the time of the dead, that
they should be judged, and that You should
reward Your servants the prophets and the
saints, and those who fear Your name, small
and great, and should destroy those who
destroy the earth” (Revelation 11:18).

Again, Jesusisreturning to save, not
destroy, humanity. The Feast of Trumpets
marksthefirst step God takesto ensure this
great hope for humankind.

Daniel showsthat God will not allow
human governments to rule indefinitely.
Christ will return to set up aworld-ruling
kingdom far greater than any human govern-
ments. “And in the days of thesekingsthe
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God of heaven will set up akingdom which
shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom
shall not beleft to other people; it shall break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand forever” (Daniel 2:44).

The second festiva within this seasonis
the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:27-32).
It Signifies another astounding event—the
removal of Satan and the demonsfrom their
unseen, unrecognized rule over humanity
(Revelation 20:1-3). Aswith evil human gov-
ernments, so with evil spiritual influence:
God removesdl evil so the earth can receive
God's peace.

Now we cometo the third festival of this
season, the Feast of Tabernacles. Next in the
sequence of prophesied biblical eventsisthe
rule over the earth of Jesus Christ and theres-
urrected saints, given immortality a Christ's
return (verses 4, 6). Just asthe Feast of Taber-
nacleswas atime of joy and plenty in ancient
Israel, so will thetimeit pictures—the mil-
lennial rule of Jesus Chris—be atime of joy
and plenty for al of humanity.

Congder some of the astounding changes
Chrigt will indtitute on earth asforetold in the
Scriptures. Human beingswill rebuild the
places devastated by war and neglect (Isaiah
58:12). Effort that once went into creating
wegponsand munitionswill now be channeled
into peaceful, productive uses and humanity
will nolonger learnwar (Micah 4:3).

Peoplewill enjoy private property and
fed secure, unthrestened by governments
or otherswho would sted from them (Micah
4:4). As people learn the advantages of living
according to God'slaws and way of life, peace
and the knowledge of God will cover the earth
asthewaters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9). With
Satan gone, even wild animaswill havea
peaceful temperament (Isaiah 11:6-8).

The desertswill blossom like a garden of
roses (Isaiah 35:1-2). The hillswill appear
to melt asfruit treesand vineyardsripen and
bend to the ground with fruit. The plowman

will overcome the regper, the treader of
grapes him who sows seed (Amos 9:13).

For 1,000 years, Christ will turn the earth
into aworldwide garden of Eden. As Ezekid
36:35 says. “Thisland that was desolate has
become like the Garden of Eden; and the
wasted, desolate, and ruined citiesare now
fortified and inhabited” (compare |saiah 51:3).

Christ’sglorious Kingdom will be
unprecedented in the annals of human his-
tory. This 1,000-year period will not end His
righteous, peaceful rule, but will be prepara-
tory to the events signified by the following
biblical festival we call the Last Great Day.

The White Throne Judgment

Next in the order of biblically prophesied
events, we see that Revelation 20:11-13
speaks of the White Throne Judgment, the
time of salvation for all those asyet uncon-
verted from the time of Adam and Eve until
the second coming of Jesus Christ.

The White Throne Judgment is depicted
by aseparate Holy Day that immediately
followsthe Feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus
23:36, 39). This separate festival represents
another distinct period that offers great hope
for humanity, when dl those many billions
who never had their opportunity for salvation
will finaly receiveit.

Revelation 20:6 refersto the resurrection
of God'sfaithful servantstoimmortality at
the return of Jesus Christ asthe “first resur-
rection.” A parenthetical inset in verse 5
explainsthat “the rest of the dead” are resur-
rected at the end of the thousand-year reign
of Christ and the saints.

The*second” resurrectionisdifferentin
that it isaresurrection to temporary physical
life, not to immortal spirit life, asisclearly
described in Ezekiel 37:1-14. Billions of
people will be resurrected to round out God's
great hope for humanity and conclude God's
great ingathering feast season. They will then
have an opportunity to repent, receive God's

Spirit and ultimately His gift of salvation
too (to learn more, request our free booklet
God'sHoly Day Plan: The Promise of Hope
for All Mankind).

Hope for the future guaranteed

Know this; The future of humankind,
as portrayed by thefall festival season,
including the Feast of Tabernaclesand Last
Great Day, has dready been guaranteed. The
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ arethe
factsthat ensurethis.

Thethree mgjor harvest seasonsreved to
us God's master plan for saving al humanity
through all ages. Although humanity faces
increasing troubles on the horizon, God has
not left us, or the billions who will follow
us, without protection and great hope.

Thefal Holy Day season guaranteesthe
grestest hopefor al mankind, aFeast of
Ingathering when God sets Hishand to save
the remainder of humanity, numbering inthe
billions. If youwould like the privilege of
experiencing aforetaste of thistime now, see
“Why Not Join Usfor the Feast Jesus Kept?’
We hopeyou'll join usin enjoying thisfeast as
apreview of the coming world tomorrow. G

Recommended Reading

To gain additional insight into |
God's plan for the salvation of
mankind and how the world will [*
finally be transformed under Jesus
Christ's rule, be sure to request
your free copies of the booklets
God's Holy Day Plan: The Promise
of Hope for All Mankind, The
Gospel of the Kingdom, You Can
Understand Bible Prophecy and
The Book of Revelation Unveiled. You'll discover much
more about the amazing good news of the future
revealed in Bible prophecy!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org

Jesus of Nazareth, His apostles and the early New
Testament Church never kept Christmas or Easter. But
they did keep the Feast of Tabernacles, a biblical festi-
val that celebrates Christ's coming reign over the
earth. In fact, when He returns, all nations will observe
this festival (Zechariah 14:16-19). But you don't have
to wait until then. You can observe it with us this year,
Oct. 11 through 18, at any of these locations:

Argentina; Australia (Frederick Henry Bay,
Tasmania; Merimbula, New South Wales; Noosa,
Queensland); British Isles; Cameroon; Canada
(Horseshoe Valley, Ontario; Kelowna, British Colum-
bia; Mont-Sainte-Anne, Quebec; Regina, Saskatch-

Why Not Join Us for the Feast Jesus Kept?

ewan; St. John's, Newfoundland); France; Germany;
Ghana (Accra; Elmina; Kumasi); Guatemala
(Antigua; Esquipulas); Italy; Jamaica; Kenya;
Malawi; Mexico; New Zealand; Peru; Phil-
ippines (Baguio City; Davao City; lloilo City);
Rwanda; St. Lucia; South Africa; Togo and
Benin; Tonga; United States (Bend, Oregon; Bran-
son, Missouri; Escondido, California; Hagerstown,
Maryland; Jekyll Island, Georgia; Kerrville, Texas;
Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii; Lexington, Kentucky; Panama
City Beach, Florida; Steamboat Springs, Colorado;
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin).
For more details, visit www.ucg.org/feast.
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‘l Hope We've
Learned Our Lesson...’

“One day we were neighbors, and the next day the massacre began.” That's how the survivor
of a tribal massacre described the shocking turn of events that led to the murder of 18 of her
family members. Her tragic story cuts to the heart of humanity’s inability to find lasting peace.

by Joel Meeker

f it weren't for the sign outside the gate,

the Catholic Church in Ntaramawould

seem little different than other churchesin

Rwanda. The rectangular red-brick build-
ing topped by acorrugated-tin roof issmilar
to churchesin many countriesin East Africa.

But in April 1994 horrifying events

occurred that turned this churchinto a
genocide memoria site. The sign in front of
the church saysin French, English and the
locd Kinyarwandadidect that nearly 5,000
people were murdered on this Ste—many
inasingleday.

Scars on the landscape

Ntaramaisan hour’s drive on rough dirt
roads from the country’s capital, Kigdi. The
driveisimpressive. Rwandaisastunningly
beautiful country of lush, green mountains
and verdant lake and river valeys.

With one of the highest population densities §

inAfrica, virtualy every bit of arableland
isunder cultivation. Yet on the drive out

to Ntaramawe saw abandoned houses and
fieldslying fallow. Fulgence, thetaxi driver,
explained that the vacant areas are the result
of the violence of amost adecade ago when
the region’s popul ation was decimated.

We parked in the center of the village and
began walking toward the fenced church com-
pound. A man and woman who had seen us
arrivewalked up with the keysto the gate.

Genocide survivor Dancille Nyirabazungu talks with a visitor outside the church in Nta-
rama, Rwanda, where nearly 5,000 men, women and children were murdered in 1994.
To the side of the church is a shelter housing the bones of many of the victims (inset).

how something like this could happen.

Understanding the division

| had aready read some background on the
events of 1994. Especidly useful was Philip

The sign in front of the church says in French, English and
the local Kinyarwanda dialect that nearly 5,000 people
were murdered on this site—many in a single day.

They introduced themselves as Pecifique
Rutaganda and Dancille Nyirabazungu and
explained that they were survivors of the
attack a the church. Now they are state-
appointed guides and caretakers of the site.
Through my friend Jean-Marie, who
could trandate from Kinyarwandainto
French for me, | asked them to tell me
what had occurred, to help me understand

Gourevitch's 1998 book \eWish to Inform
You That Tomorrow WeW I Be Killed With
Our Families.

Mr. Gourevitch explains how the two
largest tribal groupsin Rwandaare the Hutu
and the Tuts tribes. Many researcherstoday
believe that they did not actually begin as
distinct ethnic tribes so much as economic
entities. Under the precolonia Rwandan

monarchy, theking was Tuts and Tutsswere
favored for government posts. But the barriers
between the groups were porous. It was possi-
ble for aHutu who succeeded financidly

to officidly becomeaTuts.

When European colonid powersarrived,
however, they hardened the division, going
sofar astoissue ethnic identification cardsin
1934 labeling each person as either Hutu (85
percent of the population), Tutsi (14 percent)
or Twa (pygmies, 1 percent). Hardening the
triba divide meant the path to advancement
was closed to Hutus, since the European
colonizers employed Tutsisto rule the country
and discriminated againgt the Hutuswhen it
came to educational and career opportunities
(Pp. 56-57).

In 1957 Hutu intellectuas signed aHutu
manifesto, stating thet, asthe mgjority of the
population, the Hutus should govern. In 1959

September/October 2003 11



violence broke out as organized groups of
Hutus attacked Tutsis. The European military
officer in charge took the side of the Hutus
againg the Tutsis, allowing the violenceto
continue and even pushing the “revolution”
forward by suddenly and unilateraly
replacing Tuts village chiefswith Hutu
chiefsin 1960.

In January 1961 the Europeans convened
Hutu leaders, abolished the Rwandan (Tuts))
monarchy and declared Rwandaarepublic.
The Europeansthen pulled out, declaring
Rwandaindependent in 1961 (pp. 60-61).

From that time on, unscrupulous politicians
of the Hutu mgjority brandished the contrived
threat that the minority Tuts tribe was plotting
the resubjugation of the Hutus. Through
the 1960s and ' 70s they organized periodic
attacks, declared in “ self-defense” that killed
many thousands of Tuts's.

Fear of this shadowy, fictiona menace
kept the Hutu politiciansin power. With each
attack on Tutsi's, some escaped into neighbor-
ing countriesand asmall, rather wesk resis-
tanceforceformedin Uganda Thisinturn
fueled Hutu Power propaganda about the
Tuts menace.

In the early 1990s the Hutu Power move-
ment began preparationsfor asort of “fina
solution” that would completely diminatethe
Tuts presencein Rwanda. Radio and newspa
persincreasingly disseminated Hutu Power
propaganda. By early 1994, tension was
building palpably inthe country.

OnApril 6, 1994, Rwandan (Hutu) Presi-
dent Habyarimana's plane was shot down
over Kigdi, killing him and dl aboard. The
Hutu Power movement immediately blamed
the attack onthe Tutsis, though it now seems
more probable that he was eliminated by the
Hutu Power movement itself, which had
begun to see him as an obstacletoits plans.

The president’s desth provided a convenient
and powerful ralying cry to attack al Tutsis,
againin“sdf-defense” Theviolence broke
out almost immediately throughout the coun-
try, asmany Hutu villagersfollowed the call
of their tribal leaderstokill al Tutss.

“Don’t worry, we will go to the church”

Thisiswhere Dancille and Pacifique
picked up their story. Pacifique said hisfam-
ily members knew from past experience that
when the violence began they needed to find
asafe placeto hide. Hisfather, who had sur-
vived thekillingsin 1959, told him, “Don’t
worry, my son, wewill go to the church.”
Church buildings had been respected places
of safety in 1959.

Asthe events of 1994 began, hundreds,
then thousands of Tutsisfrom milesaround
took refuge in the Ntarama church and on
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the grounds. They waited three daysinthe
church, afraidtogoout et al.

Dancilletold methat on April 14 some sol-
diersarrived, asking why the Tutsiswere flee-
ing. “The[Hutu] militid” wasthereply. “We
will protect you here” said the officer. “ Cdl
al other Tutssyou know and tell themto
come here”

Dancillesaid they all felt asense of relief
that the danger was over. More Tutss came
in. But the next day, four buses of militiaand
soldiersof the presidential guard arrived.

The refugees huddled in the church with
the doors barred. Then it happened: Men
armed with dedgehammers knocked holes
inthe walls, then tossed in hand grenades
through the holes, killing and maiming many
and stunning the rest. Others then broke open
the doors, whereupon militiaand regular sol-
diersarmed with rifles, clubs, machetes and
even bows and arrows killed every man,
woman and child they were ableto find
il diveindde.

Dancille and Pecifique were among the few
who, in the confusion, survived by running

Human nature is flawed. What seems natural and right

fire. The people hiding inside had been
burned dive.

In amakeshift shelter next to the church
building, skullsand leg bones of victimswere
displayed on bamboo platforms. There were,
| estimated, about 300 kullsin nest rows;
some showed clear signs of having been
crushed by blunt-force blows.

The magnitude of what | was seeing and the

obvious evidence of such cruel violence made

to us is often not. And so, generation after generation,
human beings reap the bitter crop of harmful decisions.

out the back door. Dancille said, “When you
are so panicked, you don't even think of your
own children; you just run.” Shetold me
shelogt her hushand, her two children, her
mother-in-law, father-in-law, two brothers-
in-law and others—18 family membersinall.
Pacifiquelogt hisfather, mother, sister and
two brothers. His oldest daughter, age 6, was
asokilled. Hiswife received amachete blow
to the head and suffersfrom psychiatric prob-
lemsto thisday. They had to hidein fields
and holesin the ground for amonth until
the soldiersfinaly stopped hunting Tutsis.
Dancille continued, “ These people
became like animals. The [Hutu Power] gov-
ernment was responsible for this: One day
we were neighbors, and the next day the
massacre began.”

"l hope people have learned their lesson”

Dancille and Pecifique showed us around
the church and grounds. The church had been
left much asit wasfollowing theviolence. As
atestimony to the magnitude of the genocidal
attack, the bones had not been removed and
buried, but rather left on the floor.

Therewere piles of bonesin the church
and flour sacksfull of bone fragmentsin
the church and surrounding buildings. | was
shown amud-brick building with wallsand
metal roof blackened on the interior from

thewhole scenerather surreal. It didn’'t seem
possiblethat this could redly have happened,
asif it dl somehow came from another
world. But sadly, it did indeed come from this
world—the same oneinwhich youand | live.
Summing up her thoughts on these atroci-
ties, Dancille stated: “I hopethiswill never

happen again. | hope people have learned
their lesson.”

Have we learned anything?

Rwandain 1994 was not thefirst time, nor
the lagt, that people would attempt genocide,
much less commit the standard brutality of
“routing’ warfare. How can human beings
cometo the point of committing such horrible
actson other human beings? Have wetruly
learned our lesson? Will humankind ever learn
itslesson and forever cease such violence
and atrocities?

TheBibletellsusthat in the beginning, the
first man and woman lived in an earthly par-
adise, the Garden of Eden. Ther continued
enjoyment of this paradise hinged on their
obedienceto their Creator—on following the
instructions He gave them on how to live thelr
lives happily. God told them that not abiding
by Hislawswould bring them degth.

Thebiblical account showsthat Adam and
Eve'sdtay in paradise did not last long. Satan,
inthe guise of aserpent, appeared on the
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scene and tempted them. Hetold them they
didn’t need to heed God'singtructions, that
they could do better making their own deci-
sionsand that there would be no death penalty
for doing so.

Further, hetold them that disobedienceto
the Creator's command not to est the fruit of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
would actualy have good resultsfor them,
not bad. The tempter told them: “You will not
surely die. For God knowsthat inthe day you
eat of it your eyeswill be opened, and you
will belike God, knowing good and evil”
(Genesis3:4-5).

By esting the forbidden fruit, Adam and
Evesgnded that rather than listen to God's
ingtructions, they were choosing to decide
for themselves how to live, how to make
decisonsand how to solvetheir problems.
Consequently, they had to leave the garden
paradise and were hindered from accessto
theinstructions and laws of their Crestor.

Theresult? Thefirst child ever born, Cain,
ended up murdering his own brother—rather
likewhat happened in Rwanda.on amuch
greater scalethousands of yearslater. The his-
tory of humanity, often writtenin blood, isthe
continuing result of Adam and Eve'schoice
torgect God.

Why can’t we make right decisions?

The Bible saysthat human beings, apart
from theinstructions of God, don’t know
how to make decisionsthat will have the
desired result of happiness and fulfillment.
The prophet Jeremiah put it thisway:

“O Lorob, | know theway of manisnotin
himsdlf; it isnot in man who walksto direct
hisown steps’ (Jeremiah 10:23). We human
beings smply don’t know how to make

the decisions that will bring us complete
fulfillment and happiness.

Proverbs 14:12 explainsit another way:
“Thereisaway that seemsright to aman, but
itsend istheway of death.” What may seemto
the human mind to be right and proper under
given circumstances may well end in suffering
and eventually even dezth.

We'veall experienced thisonasmall scale,
perhapsin our socid lives, our marriages,
raising our children or in theworkplace. We
make decisionswe thought would have good
results, only to experience the opposite effect
because we lacked some important elements
of understanding.

This has been true throughout human
history. At the extreme, war, subjugation,
domination and even genocide have been
attempts by peopleto find security or pros-
perity for themselves at the expense of
others. Theresults have been suffering on
an unimaginable scale. Of course, often even

the“winners’ pay aterrible pricefor these
flawed decisions.

Romans 3:10-18 describes the human race
asawholethisway: “‘ Thereisnonerigh-
teous, no, not one: Thereis nonewho under-
stands, there is none who seeks after God.
They havedl turned aside; they have together
become unprofitable; thereis none who does
good, no, not one’

“‘Their throat isan open tomb; with their
tongues they have practiced deceit’; ‘ the poi-
son of aspsisunder their lips'; ‘whose mouth
isfull of cursing and bitterness. ‘ Thelr feet
are swift to shed blood; destruction and mis-
ery arein their ways, and the way of peace
they have not known. ‘ Thereisno fear
of God beforetheir eyes’”

Thissums up the cause of human problems
and suffering, on the persona level aswell
ason the national and international scenes.

The spiritual heart of the problem

Have you noticed how, eveninour lifetime,
year after year in nation after nation, new solu-
tionsare proposed for old problems—scourges
such ascrime, poverty, drug and acohol abuse,
domestic violence, terrorism and war? But
the problems are never completely solved, are
they? There may be gpparent progress on some
issues, but the core problems alwaysremain
with us. Why isit dwaysthisway?

Because, asthe Bibleindicates, we don't
know whereto look for the root of the problem
and for true solutions.

The problem lieswithin the human mind
and spirit. Our natural way of doing things
tendsto go the opposite way from God's
way. Inlsaiah 55:8-9 God saysthrough
His prophet: “For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways My ways. . . For
asthe heavensare higher than the earth, so
are My ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts.”

Aslong as humanity isnot willing to learn
anew way of thinking—God' sway—it is
doomed to repest its own errors. Romans 8:7
tellsusthat “the sinful mind is hogtileto God.
It does not submit to God'slaw, nor canit do
0" (New Internationa Version).

Human nature is flawed. What seems nat-
ura and right to usis often not. And so, gener-
ation after generation, human beingsresp the
bitter crop of harmful decisons.

Saving us from ourselves

Will we ever “learn our lesson” as Dancille
Nyirabazungu hoped? Happily, the Bible
sayswewill! Our Cregtor will not leave us
in this seemingly hopeless situation. He will
intervene and save us from oursdves.

Jesus Chrigt foretold that just before His
promised return to earth, peoplefollowing

their flawed human nature will take human
lifeto the very brink of extinction. In Matthew
24:21-22 Jesus said: “It will be atime of

great distress, such asthere has never been
before since the beginning of theworld, and
will never beagain. If that time of troubles
were not cut short, no living thing could
aurvive. . ” (Revised English Bible, emphasis
added throughout).

Just before Jesus' return some people will
be committing atrocities on agreater scae
than at any preceding time—to the point that
no human lifewould surviveif God did not
intervene. But, thankfully, Hewill intervene.

The crucial change that saves the world

Revelation 11:15 records awonderful
announcement to be made at the return
of Jesus Christ: “Then the seventh angel
sounded: And there were loud voicesin
heaven, saying, ‘ The kingdoms of thisworld
have become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of HisChrigt, and He shall reign for ever
and ever”

When the Messiah, Jesus Chrigt, returnsto
earth to take the reins of human government, a
great change will occur everywhere. The cru-
cia element of that change will actually occur
at the heart of the problem—in the heartsand
minds of human beings. There must be adeep
changeintheway wethink and act, in our
system of vauesand our goals. Our Creator
will accomplish thisby achangein our hearts.

The prophet Ezekiel wasdlowed avision
of what awonderful change that will be.
Through Ezekidl, God foretold: “. . . I will
giveyou anew heart and put anew spirit
within you; | will take the heart of stone out
of your flesh and give you aheart of flesh.

[ will put My Spirit within you and cause you
towalk in My gtatutes, and you will keep My
judgments and do them. Then you shall dwell

Continued on page 29

Recommended Reading

Would you like to learn more
about how the world will be trans-
formed under Jesus Christ's rule?
That good news was at the heart
and core of His message—a mes-
sage explained in our free booklet
The Gospel of the Kingdom. Also,
to learn how you can begin to
change your life now—as the
whole world will eventually expe-
rience—request our free booklet Transforming Your Life:
The Process of Conversion. To provide help in under-
standing these and other major themes of the Bible, we
offer our 12-lesson Bible Studly Course, also free. We hope
you'll request and read these important materials today.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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World News and Trends

An Overview of Conditions Around the World
by John Ross Schroeder and Jerold Aust

Turkey: An American ally no longer?

For more than half a century the United States has
enjoyed good diplomatic relations with Turkey.
More often than not over the decades, this strategi-
cally located nation has helped the United States deal
with various crises overseas. Furthermore, Turkey is
the only Islamic country with a respectful, cooperative
working relationship with Israel.

Now the Justice and Development Party (known in
the Turkish language as AKP) threatens to move the
nation in the direction of an Islamic state.

AKP played a major role in the parliament’s recent
passage of laws that, in the words of Daniel Pipes,
"dramatically reducled] the political role of the coun-
try's armed forces.” Dr. Pipes, a Middle East expert, goes
on to explain that “what might seem like bureaucratic
wrangling has such potentially profound importance

because the Turkish armed forces have long been
Turkey's main bastion for political moderation and close
relations with the United States and Israel.”

Despite official protests that the AKP is not essen-
tially religious and has no desire to impose Islamic law
on the country, observers like American journalist
Robert Kaplan suggested that this Turkish party
could “usher in an Islamic version of the Protestant
Reformation.”

What are some of the key events that have led us
to the present crossroads in Turkish national life?
Author Andrew Boyd helps explain: “In some Muslim
countries (first and foremost in Turkey; later, notably in
Iran) this century saw a movement towards religious
toleration and a separation of religious authority from
government. Now, in many places, a backlash against

Israel’s security fence
disturbs U.S. Mideast
aspirations

srael is in the process of constructing a long security

fence to help keep suicide bombers from infiltrating
from the West Bank. Equipped with electronic sensors
and surveillance cameras, the fence is flanked by coils
of barbed wire and deep ditches on each side. At a few
strategic points particularly vulnerable to attack, the
fence becomes a concrete wall 20 feet high.

Eighty miles of this strategic fence are nearing com-
pletion, including a section around parts of Jerusalem.
Proposed sections would surround the northern tip
and parts of the southern sector of the West Bank.

The Palestinians claim that in reality the fence con-
stitutes a land grab on the part of Israel because it
doesn'tin all places strictly follow Israel’s borders from
before the 1967 Six-Day War. Israel, having lost hun-
dreds of its citizens to suicide bombers in recent years,
argues that it desperately needs the fence to prevent
further such attacks. A similar fence in the Gaza area
has been successful in this regard.

Recently the United States has entered the picture
by threatening to withhold millions of dollars in eco-
nomic aid unless Israel reconsiders its present course.
According to Roland Watson, reporting for The Times
in Washington D.C., “President Bush has been per-
suaded that if left unchecked, construction of the 370-
mile barrier was a threat to the Middle East peace
process.” One proposal being considered is deducting
dollar-for-dollar any funds Jerusalem uses to fund the
security fence east of the 1967 boundaries between
Israel and the West Bank.

President Bush'’s father actually carried out a pre-
vious threat to withhold an American aid package in
the billions when Yitzhak Shamir, the then-Israeli
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prime minister, refused to cease settlement activities
in the West Bank. The U.S. Jewish vote reacted
by defecting to the Democrats on a wholesale basis
in 1992, partially contributing to the loss of the
presidency to Bill Clinton.

In spite of its single superpower status, the United
States still needs friends and allies among the nations
of the world. And Israel, a tiny nation in a very dan-
gerous neighborhood, relies on U.S. support. Both can
ill afford these arguments with a longtime, trusted ally.
(Source: The Times [London].)

Iran threatens
Israel with missile

ccording to the British newspaper The

Guardian, Iran claims to have conducted
final tests on a missile capable of reaching Israel
and U.S. forces in the Middle East, and is poised
to deploy the weapon. The claim, confirming an
earlier Israeli allegation, is certain to heighten
tensions with the United States, amid allegations
from Washington that Iran is making rapid
progress in a clandestine program to build
nuclear warheads.

President Bush included Iran among the infa-
mous “axis of evil” nations, along with Iraq and
North Korea. \We have warned our readers about
Iranian intentions from time to time in The Good
News, Although both the European Union and the
United Nations have pressed Iran to allow nuclear
inspections, there is little evidence that the Islamic
nation has heeded.

If you would like to understand both the past
and future of this severely troubled area, request or
download our free booklet The Middle East in
Bible Prophecy. (Source: The Guardian.)

this secularism has brought a surge of Muslim funda-
mentalists; modernizing policies are branded as alien
‘westernizing' ones. A dramatic example was the
1979 revolution in Iran” (An Atlas of World Affairs,
1998, p. 95, emphasis added).

Now;, nearly 25 years later, is Turkey about to join
Iran as a fundamentalist Islamic nation? And must the
European Union (EU) share in the responsibility for the
present Turkish plight? Greece, an EU member, has
continually quarreled with Turkey over the Mediter-
ranean island of Cyprus and has successfully lobbied
against Turkish desires for membership in the EU. In
spite of U.S. urging to open its doors to Turkey, the Euro-
pean Union has a habit of delaying Ankara’s requests
for membership, citing human-rights violations.

These recent developments in Turkey are sobering
because the stakes are enormous. Washington's rela-
tionship with Ankara was already somewhat strained
by the decision of the Turkish parliament to stay out
of this year's war in Irag. If things continue in the pres-
ent direction, both the United States and Israel may
see an important, strategically placed ally become
another potential enemy in this crucial region.
(Sources: New York Post, An Atlas of World Affairs,
The Sunday Telegraph [London].)

The knowledge explosion

According to the August issue of Discover maga-
zine: "In the 1990s some library scientists con-
cluded that our stockpile of information doubles every
seven or eight years. A recent study at the University of
California at Berkeley found that between 2000 and
2002, the total information of the world doubled. In
many fields, such as life sciences and space technol-
ogy, knowledge is accumulating at speeds that
are impossible to keep
up with."

The prophet Daniel
was told that knowledge
would be increased dur-
ing the time of the end
(Daniel 12:4).This almost
appears as an under-
statement now. Regret-
tably, the most important
type of knowledge—the
1 knowledge of God—is
3 not doubling and tre-
bling every few years or so. Mankind has a habit of
suppressing hiblical knowledge. Even in free nations
like the United States and Britain, where Bibles are
available everywhere, secularism is stunting the spread
of true biblical information.

You can swim upstream against these secular cur-
rents by enrolling in our free 12-lesson Bible Study
Course and requesting or downloading our free book-
let How to Understand the Bible. (Source: Discover.)

Photo: Corbis Digital Stock, map by Shaun Venish
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Australia: Neighbor-
hood policeman in Asia?

he Middle East is far from the only area on the
globe troubled by serious conflicts. Reporting for
The Financial Times, correspondent Anna Fifield
assessed the “Land Down Under" in terms of the cur-
rent situation in Asia. She began by noting that Aus-
tralian soldiers were recently dispatched to the
Solomon Islands as a peacekeeping force to restore
order and stability to the island archipelago troubled
by five long years of conflict.
"Alarmed by the rise of instability and Islamic fun-
damentalism among the near neighbours,” Fifield
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stated, “Canberra is adopting an increasingly inter-
ventionist stance that aligns it closely with
Washington in the war on terror.”

Another recent bombing in Indonesia seems to
support the necessity of the current policy. After all,
the first bombing in Bali last year killed 89 Australian
tourists. And despite protestations to the contrary, ties
to predominantly Muslim Jakarta have been troubling.

Increasingly the new economic and financial infra-
structure emerging in Asia apparently excludes full
Australian participation. The Land Down Under is
increasingly viewed as “a white outpost more
attuned to the interests of America and the United
Kingdom” (ibid.). One professor of Asian studies at
Adelaide University noted that “Australia is now
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increasingly perceived in Asian capitals as a self-
appointed deputy to the U.S."

According to Fifield, “The unresolved question is
whether—and at what cost—Australia can align
itself with Anglo-Saxon partners on the other side of
the world without jeopardising its position among its
neighbours in Asia.”

This raises an even more fundamental long-term
question. Why did Australia willingly send its soldiers
halfway around the world to fight in two world wars
alongside Britain and the United States? Why is it
supporting American policy now? The underlying
answer is found in our full-color booklet The United
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy. (Source: The
Financial Times [London].)

Why liberate Liberia?

here in the world is Liberia? And why is
America interested in this tiny country on
Africa’s west coast?

Freed American slaves settled Liberia back in the
early 1800s. There has been a connection between
the United States and Liberia since that time.

Well over 100,000 men, women and children have
died in Liberia during the past 15 years in conflicts
between the government and revolutionaries. The
world community and some European nations,
together with Liberians, have appealed to the United
States to resolve the political differences and to stop
the wholesale carnage.

The Economic Community of West African States

Will Catholicism
become the religion
of the EU?

he leaders of the Roman Catholic Church lev-

eled harsh criticism at the Charter of Funda-
mental Rights adopted by the European Union in
December 2000. At the time, Cardinal Camillo
Ruini, a close aide to the Pope, said the charter failed
to take adequate account of the “historical and cul-
tural roots of Europe, in particular Christianity, which
represents Europe’s soul and which still today can
inspire Europe’s mission and identity.”

In March of this year, Cardinal Ratzinger, the pre-
fect of the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith (successor to the medieval Inquisition),
said that it was regrettable that “God and our
responsibility before God" had not been “anchored
in the European constitution.”
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has become involved and sent Nigerian soldiers to
quell the violence around the capital, Monrovia. Some
Liberians think such interference will only result in

Many European politicians do not want religious
clerics to determine their future. They understand
that history has a way of repeating itself. For nearly
2,000 years European leaders had either been
crowned by the pope (as in the case of Charle-
magne, Otto the Great and Charles Hapsburg) or
been given its blessing (as was Napoleon, who took
the crown from the pope and crowned himself).
Cardinal Ruini was correct in his assessment that
Europe’s roots are Catholic, a tradition that can still
powerfully influence Europe’s mission and identity.

Will Europe eventually become like another
Roman Empire of old? If so, will it also be blessed
by the Vatican, transforming it into a modern revival
of the Holy Roman Empire? Some European Parlia-
mentarians have already suggested this thought.
But more importantly, a number of biblical prophe-
cies support it. To learn more, request or download
our free booklets The Book of Revelation Unveiled
and You Can Understand Bible Prophecy. (Source:
Zenit News Agency.)

With so much happening so quickly in today’s world, how can you keep up? The Good News st

news sources every day to bring you what's truly important. Visit Current World News & Tre
worldnews to find links to the most important news stories from across the globe.

N +  Also, to get a biblical perspective on major events, visit www.ucg.org/commentary

on the trends and events shaping our world.

looting and stealing their women. Sending poor sol-
diers into the battle might also encourage pillaging.

Though the nation’s tyrannical leader, Charles Tay-
lor, has stepped down as president and gone into
exile, the conflict between the warring factions
remains unresolved. And with no electricity, little food
and water, and deadly diseases spreading, little
Liberia needs help.

But why should America help? Why is the United
States interested enough to send troops to Liberia?
America is the only superpower on the globe at this
time, a superpower that sends goods, services and mil-
itary forces to protect and relieve the downtrodden,
something so deeply entrenched in its history that the
word America is synonymous with helping others.

America has its own problems, to be sure, but it
still strives to help and lift up the underdog. America
remembers its historical connections. World public
opinion still counts for something as well. Still, the
United States must be careful not to overextend its

Well over 100,000 men, women and
children have died in Liberia during
the past 15 years.

God-given power and wealth, which are finite.

The infinite factor in America’s ability to help oth-
ers rests in Almighty God, as acknowledged by
America’s founding fathers in the Declaration of
Independence: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness.” After 227 years, America still car-
ries this belief abroad, and the world is much better
forit. To understand the biblical foundation of Amer-
ica’s power and freedoms, request or download
our free booklet The United States and Britain in
Bible Prophecy. (Source: The Washington Post.)

ntary
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The Biblical Festivals
That Teach Us About Jesus Christ

Few people are aware of the seven festivals God reveals in the Bible. Even fewer are aware that they
center around and teach us a great deal about Jesus Christ and His role in God’s plan for all mankind.

by Mario Seiglie

he feasts of the Lorp, which you shall
proclaim to be holy convocations,
theseare My feasts’ (Leviticus23:2).
Soundsimpressive, doesn't it?
God Almighty saying in Scripture, “ These
are My Feadts”

Yet for mogt of traditiona Chritianity,
these “feasts of the LorD” are thought to
have been kept only by the Jewsand are
deemed meaninglessfor Chrigtians. New
religious holidays have been substituted thet
supposedly center on Jesus Christ.

How did al thiscometo be?What isthe
true meaning of these “feasts of the LorD"?
Do they have anything to do with Jesus
Chrig, or istheir symbolism limited only
tolong-ago events? If wetruly want to find
the answersin the manner God ingtructs us,
then we should follow the advice He inspired:
“Test dl things; hold fast what is good”

(1 Thessdonians 5:21).

The Bible gives usagood example of
how to examine abelief to seeif it is correct.
When the gpostle Paul traveled to Bereg, he
taught the Bereans certain things that must
have been surprising to them. But they didn’t
closetheir minds or rgject them. Instead,
they werewilling to give them afair hearing
by carefully examining the Scriptures.

What wasthe result?Weread in Acts
17:11-12 that these men and women “were
more fair-minded than thosein Thessalonica,
in that they received the word with all readi-
ness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find
out whether these things were so. Therefore
many of them believed .. .

Soin examining the feasts of the Bible, will
we give them afair hearing aswell? Do the
Scripturesreveal whether these feaststeach
usimportant truths about Jesus Christ?

The Passover: A Christ-centered feast?

The Passover isthefirgt of God'sannua
feast days mentioned in Scripture. It com-
memoratesthe grestest event in the people
of |sradl’s history—their miraculouslibera:
tion from Egypt. The second book of the
Bible, Exodus, is dedicated to narrating this
history. Observant Jews have been celebrating

thisfeast for more than 3,400 years.

But isthisfeast only to celebrate the
|sradlites’ departure from Egypt? Doesthe
New Testament have anything to say about
the occasion?

this Passover with you before | suffer; for

| say toyou, | will nolonger eat of it until

itisfulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
Jesus then ingtituted the new symbolsthat

represented not the sacrifice of alamb, but

The apostle Paul described the festivals of the Bible as shadows of things to come,
prophesied events in which Jesus Christ will play the central role.

When John the Baptist saw Jesus Christ
coming to the Jordan River to be baptized, he
exclaimed, “Behold! The Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of theworld!” (John 1:29).

Inthe Biblethelambisasymbol of the
Passover becausealambwasdain at the
beginning of the Passover and eaten that
night. Thelsradlites knew the blood of the
lamb had protected them from the death of
their firstborn on that first Passover night they
kept in Egypt (Exodus 12:12-13).

Inthe New Testament, the Gospel s record
that Christ kept the Passover with His disci-
ples severa times. On the night before His
desath, Jesus knew He wasfulfilling the sym-
bolism of the Passover [lamb in voluntarily
giving Hislifefor the sins of the entireworld.

Notice Luke 22:14-16: “When the hour
had come, He sat down, and the twelve
apostleswith Him. Then He said to them,
‘With fervent desire | have desired to est

Hisfar greater sacrifice. The Passover sym-
bolswould now represent Christ’s complete
sacrifice—the unleavened bread representing
Hissinless body that was besten for us, and a
sip of wine signifying the lifeblood Hewould
shed to wash away our Sins.

From then on, thisfeast took on amuch
greater new meaning to the Church. Instead
of being abolished, thisfeast now reveded
itstrue, ultimate meaning. The disciples now
realized the Passover lamb was only the
physical forerunner of that perfect sacrifice
which was Jesus Christ. Now they would
keep thisfeast with far greater significance
and comprehension.

Paul explains the Christian Passover

Some 25 years after Chrigt’s degth,
the apostle Paul instructed the Corinthian
congregation—composed of believing Jews
and gentiles aike—about the Passover:
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“Therefore purge out the ol d leaven, that
you may beanew lump, sinceyou truly are
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover,
was sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians5:7,
emphasis added throughout).

Paul understood this ancient feast of the
Passover had now revedled itstrue meaning
with Chrigt’s sacrifice. It was part of God's
planfor dl of mankind that Jesuswould
come and sacrifice Himsdf for the sins of
the world—and the Passover anticipated it.

So, far from being obsol ete, the Passover
was reveded to have avastly important mean-
ing for Christians, with Jesus Christ being
at itsvery center.

The apostle Paul explained this new
understanding of the Passover to the Corin-
thian brethren when he instructed them on
how to observeit: “For | received from the
Lord that which | aso delivered to you: that
the Lord Jesus on the same night in which
He was betrayed [Passover night] took
bread; and when He had given thanks,
Hebrokeit and said, ‘ Take, egt; thisisMy
body which isbroken for you; do thisin
remembrance of Me’

“In the same manner He aso took the cup
after supper, saying, ‘ Thiscup isthe new
covenant in My blood. Thisdo, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me! For as
often asyou eat thisbread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord’'sdeath till He comes’
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

Sointhe New Testament, the Passover
becomes an annual reminder and symbol
of Christ’ssacrificefor all of us.

God’s feasts reveal the future

The gpostle Paul clearly understood that
these biblical feastswere harbingers of what
wasto comein God'smaster plan of salvation.

In a passage frequently misunderstood
by many, Paul showsthese feasts of the Lord
were “shadows’ of thingsto come—not of
thingsthat have already happened.

Hewarned the brethren not to be intimi-
dated by some who were questioning their
manner of keeping God'sfeadts, aswell asthe
Sabbaths, new moons, and eating and drink-
ing. Hesaid, “ So let no onejudge [criticize or
condemn] you infood or in drink, or regard-
ing afegtival or anew moon or sabbaths,
which areashadow of thingsto come. ..

L et no one cheat you of your reward . . "
(Colossians 2:16-18).

Paul was combating agroup of ascetics
who wereintroducing severa strange doc-
trines, including worshiping angels (verse 18)
and abstaining from wholesome food and
drink (verse 21). Hetold the brethren to
ignore them and continue observing what he
had taught (and he certainly taught keeping
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the Passover, aswe have seen). Regrettably,
the Colossian brethren had been cowed by
these self-righteousintruders and were start-
ing to shy away from observing these feasts.

S0 Paul mentions how important they are,
asforeshadowing coming eventsin God's
plan for mankind. These events have not been
completely accomplished so far, and many
aredtill inthefuture.

Even the Passover's symbolism was not
completely fulfilled with Chrigt’s sacrificia
death. Jesus Himsdlf said Hewill again take
the Passover with all thebelieversin God's
Kingdom (Mark 14:24-25; Luke 22:15-16)—
an act that represents the ultimate triumph
of Hissacrificewhen dl believersjoin Him
in HisKingdom.

The Days of Unleavened Bread:
Is Christ at the center?

What about the Days of Unleavened
Bread?Arethey obsolete, solely an Old Tes-
tament symbol? Or are they also glorious
shadows of thingsto come?

In the Old Testament, the Days of Unleav-
ened Bread were understood to be amemoria
of what occurred after the Passover night,
when dl the Egyptian firstborn died.

The next morning the | sraglites packed their
belongings and traveled to anearby gethering
place, ready for departure. That evening, they
left Egypt by night. “Itisanight of solemn
observanceto the Loro for bringing them
out of theland of Egypt” (Exodus 12:42).

Beforethat evening, onelast thing
occurred: “And they baked unleavened cakes
of the dough which they had brought out
of Egypt; for it was not leavened, because
they were driven out of Egypt and could not
wait, nor had they prepared provisionsfor
themsdlves’ (verse 39).

Thisfeast of the Lord isclearly spelled out
in Leviticus 23:6: “And on the fifteenth day
of the same month [as Passover] isthe Feast
of Unleavened Bread to the LoRD; seven days
you must eat unleavened bread.”

What doesthisfeast haveto do with
Chrigt?What doesit teach us about Him?

Unleavened bread—bread made without
leaven—is mentioned in the Bible as some-
thing pure and unpolluted. All the grain
sacrificesto be burned were to be made with-
out leaven. “No grain offering which you
bring to the Lorp shall be made with leaven,
for you shal burn no leaven nor any honey
in any offering to the Lorp mede by fire’
(Leviticus2:11).

In the New Testament, the apostie Paul
explainsthe spiritual symbolism of unleav-
ened bread. Rebuking the Church members
in Corinth for their acceptance of sin, hetells
them: “Your glorying isnot good. Do you not

know that alittle leaven leavensthewhole
lump? Therefore purge out the old leaven, that
you may beanew lump, snceyoutruly are
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover,
was sacrificed for us’ (1 Corinthians 5:6-7).

Yes, as Paul sates, it isthe sacrifice of
Jesus Christ that removes our sins, and sowe
become “unleavened” in aspiritua sense. So,
again, Jesus Christ isthefocus of thisfeast of
the Lord. The shadow of thisfeast pointsto
what Jesuswould do for dl of usin cleansing
usof snand helping usto live sin-freelives.

Paul told the Corinthian brethren thet
they should continue to keep thisfeast that
followed the Passover. “ Therefore let us keep
thefeadt, not with old leaven, nor with the
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth”
(verse8).

We see, then, that the spiritual meaning of
the Days of Unleavened Bread was revedl ed.
Its deeper Sgnificance wasn't ultimately
found in what had occurred in the Old Testa:
ment, but in Jesus Chrigt, the sinless one, who
purged our sinsand gave usachanceto be
spiritualy “unleavened” before God. Asthe
apostle Jude noted, Jesus“isableto keep
you from stumbling, and to present you fault-
less before the presence of Hisglory with
exceeding joy” (Jude 24).

So Jesus Chrigt is et the center of this
second feast of the Lord, too. He makesit
possiblefor usto be spiritualy * unleavened”
before God.

Pentecost: Is Christ
at the center of this feast?

In the Old Testament, the Feast of Pente-
cost iscalled the Feast of Weeks (Exodus
34:22). Thisisbecause Leviticus 23:15-16
mentions counting seven weeks (or Sabbaths)
or “fifty days’ from the day the wave sheaf
was offered during the Days of Unleavened
Bread. Thusthe feast acquired the name of
“fiftieth,” which iswhat Pentecost meansin
the Greek language of the New Testament.

In the New Testament, 50 days after Christ
had been resurrected, thefirst Christianswere
celebrating Pentecost, one of the feasts of the
Lord. And, asrecorded in Acts 2, what aday
that was! Onit they received the Holy Spirit
from God. Suddenly the Old Testament Feast
of Weeks had taken on anew meaning for
them. The shadow of thisfeast had now
become aredlity! Pentecost would become
the Church’'sanniversary of the receiving
of God's Spirit.

Jesus Christ revealed the significance
of thisfeast by sending the Holy Spirit to
Hisbrethren in the faith. He had told them,
“Behold, | send the Promise of My Father
upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem



The ‘Feasts of the Lord’ in the Book of Acts

egarding the feasts of the Lord, it is very instructive to study the history of

the first 30 years of the Christian Church recorded in Scripture. What Holy Days
did they keep? It's surprising how many of “the feasts of the Lord" are found in the
book of Acts.

The first mention of God's feasts in the book of Acts is found in Acts 2:1: “When
the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.”
This day of Pentecost is one of God's feasts found in Scripture.

Then in Acts 12, two of “the feasts of the Lord" are mentioned—the Passover
and the Days of Unleavened Bread (Acts 12:3-4). Peter was miraculously freed from
his chains at that time, and the Church rejoiced over this liberation. Many would
have remembered that during this day, the Israelites were also freed from their
Egyptian bondage.

Later Luke, in describing his travels with Paul, mentions sailing after the Days of
Unleavened Bread were over, showing they had stayed to observe them in Philippi
before continuing their trip (Acts 20:6).

Moreover, Luke records Paul “hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of
Pentecost” (Acts 20:16). If these feasts were only for the Jews and abolished for Chris-
tians, they certainly would not have been mentioned as important for Paul and his party.

Finally, we see Luke mentioning another feast, the Day of Atonement, in their
travels: “Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous
because the Fast was already over . . ." (Acts 27:9). “The Fast” is referring to the Day
of Atonement, the only day in Scripture commanded by God to be observed with a
fast (Leviticus 23:27).

So we find not an inkling in the book of Acts—a chronicle of the first 30 years
of Church history—that the feast days had been changed or abolished, or other
days substituted in their place. Rather, they assumed a much greater meaning to the
Christian community.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica confirms this, stating that “the first Christians . . .
continued to observe the Jewish festivals, though in a new spirit, as commemora-
tions of events which those festivals had foreshadowed" (11th edition, vol. 8, p. 828).

until you are endued with power from on
high” (Luke 24:49; compare John 16:7).

God's Spirit playsacrucid roleinthelife
of Chrigianstoday asit did then. When a per-
son receives God's Spirit upon repentance
and baptism, that Spirit begins a process of
spiritud transformation in the person’slife,
atransformation the Bible calls conversion
(tolearn more, request or download the free
booklet Transforming Your Life: The Process
of Conversion).

Through this process, we shed our own
way of thinking and living and alow Jesus
Chrid’sattitude and way of lifeto guide
everything we do. Paul described thislife-
transforming changein Galatians 2:20:

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless|
live; yet not |, but Chrigt livethin me: and the
lifewhich | now liveintheflesh | live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himsdf for me” (King James\Version).

Thuswe seethat Jesusis at the center of
the Feast of Pentecost aswell. Yet the ultimate
fulfillment will only be redized after He
returnsto earth to establish God's Kingdom,
when all will have accessto God's Spirit. So
thisfeast should ill be kept asamemoria
and ashadow until its purposeis completely
accomplished.

Do wefind thefirst-century Church
continuing to keep Pentecost? In the book
of Acts, we read of the apostle Paul hurrying
to bein Jerusalem to keep thisfeast with
the brethren. “For Paul had decided to sal
past Ephesus, so that he would not have
to spend timeinAsig; for hewashurrying
to bea Jerusdem, if possible, onthe Day
of Pentecost” (Acts 20:16).

Evenin one of Paul’sepistiesinwhich
hewrites so much about the gospel message,
herefersto hisplansto remainin Ephesus
to observe Pentecost with the Church
membersthere beforetraveling to Corinth.

Hewrites: “I do not want to see you now

justin passing, for | hopeto spend sometime
with you, if the Lord permits. But | will stay
in Ephesus until Pentecost” (1 Corinthians
16:7-8, New Revised Standard Version).

The Feast of Trumpets:
Is this a Christ-centered feast?

Thenext biblical feest isreferred tointhe
Bible asthe Feast of Trumpets. Itis“ahaly
convocation commemorated with trumpet
blasts’ (Leviticus 23:24, NRSV). God said
when the trumpets were blown, “you will
be remembered before the Lorp your God,
and you will be saved from your enemies’
(Numbers 10:9).

Isthe Feast of Trumpetsaso ashadow
of Jesus Chrigt and Hisrolein thingsto come?

In the New Testament, the symbolism
of the trumpet is mentioned by Jesus. “Then
the sign of the Son of Man will gppear in
heaven, and then dll thetribes of the earth
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man
coming on the clouds of heaven with power
and grest glory. And Hewill send Hisangels
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
will gather together His elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other
(Matthew 24:30-31).

Often in the New Testament the sound of
trumpetsistied to Christ’'scoming. Notice
Paul’s description of the resurrection of the
dead &t the time agreeat trumpet announces
Christ’sreturn: “Behold, | tell you amystery:
We shdll not dl deep, but we shall all be
changed—in amoment, in thetwinkling of an
eye, at thelast trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised incorrupt-
ible, and we shall be changed” (1 Corinthians
15:51-52).

Wefind thisagain describedin 1 Thes-
sdonians 4:16: “For the Lord Himsalf will
descend from heaven with ashout, with the
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet
of God. And the dead in Christ will risefirst”

So Christ will ultimately fulfill the symbol-
ism behind the Feast of Trumpets. Heisthe
center of thisforeshadowing feast too. At
His second coming, the trumpet shall sound,
announcing thearrival of theKing of Kings.
Loud voices proclaim, “The kingdoms of this
world have become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever
and ever!” (Revelation 11:15).

But until the sound of the trumpet is heard,
thisfeast istill pointing to the future, and its
meaning is till to be fulfilled—with Jesus
at itscenter.

The Day of Atonement:
Is Christ involved in its meaning?

Perhaps the most unusual of the biblical
feastsisthe Day of Atonement. In Old Testa-
ment times, it included an elaborate ritual
described in Leviticus 16. The high priest
wasto present two male goats, the first of
which was sacrificed for the nation'ssins
(verse 15). Then, after the Sins of the nation
were symbolically placed on the other goat,
it was expelled into the desert to alife of
wandering (verses 21-22).

What doesthe Day of Atonement reved
about Jesus Christ'sroles?IsHedso at the
center of thisfeast?

TheBibleisfull of rich symbolism, and
the New Testament Church quickly realized
Chrigt in Hisfirst coming was et the center
of thefeasts of the Lord. Just asHewas
described as being “ our Passover” and “the
Lamb dain from the foundation of theworld”
(Revelation 13:8), o they cameto understand
that He was at the center of the Day of Atone-
ment. How? Hefulfilled the role of themale
goa dainfor thesinsof Isradl and carried
outsde the camp (Leviticus 16:27).

Weread in Hebrews 13 about the Day
of Atonement, and Christ being symboalic of
the male goat and other animalsdain onthat
day assin offerings. “ For the bodies of those
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animals, whose blood is brought into the
sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned
outside the camp. Therefore Jesus o, that
He might sanctify the people with Hisown
blood, suffered outside the gate [of the city

of Jerusalem]” (verses 11-12).

We should consider that while Christ has
aready been sacrificed, the atonement His
sacrifice provides has not yet been applied
toal of Isradl. That will happen upon Israd’s
repentance a Chrigt’s second coming.

Not only doesthe Day of Atonement depict
Chrigt’s sacrificefor sinand atrue spiritua
reconciling of the people with God, but Chrit
isdirectly involved in the symbolism of the
other male goat that was cast out into the
desert by astrong man (Leviticus 16:21).

The second goat, over which the sins of
the | sradlites were confessed, represented
theingtigator of those sins—none other than
Satan the devil.

At Christ's second coming, Hewill instruct
apowerful angel to bind Satan and cast him
into aplace of restraint for 1,000 years, exil-
ing him from mankind just asthe live goat
was exiled from the | sradlite camp on the Day
of Atonement. “Then | saw an angel coming
down from heaven, having the key to the bot-
tomless pit and agreat chainin hishand. He
laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old,
who isthe Devil and Satan, and bound him
for athousand years’ (Revelation 20:1-2).

So Christ playsadual rolein the symbol-
ism of the Day of Atonement. Heis sacrificed
asthefirgt goat for the Sins of the people, the
atonement of whichisyet to be applied to
al Israel upon the nation’srepentance a His
return. And Hewill dso beinvolved, asKing
of Kings, in banishing Satan at that time
to establish the Kingdom of God on earth.

The Feast of Tabernacles:
How is Christ the center of this feast?

Next isthe sixth biblica feest, the Feast of
Tabernacles. Inthe Old Testament, it was kept
to remind the Isradlites of al of God'smiracu-
lous interventions during the 40-year period
inthewilderness. “All who are native | sragl-
itesshdl dwell in booths, thet your generar
tionsmay know that | made the children of
Israel dwell in boothswhen | brought them
out of theland of Egypt” (Leviticus 23:42-43).

What doesthe Feast of Tabernacles have
to do with Jesus Christ? Jesusisrecorded to
have kept thisfeast in John 7:2-36. The sym-
bol of the tabernaclein the New Testament
isrichwith meaning.

During Chrigt’s earthly ministry, the gpostle
John mentionsthat “the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us’ (John 1:14). The Greek
termfor “dwelt” here actualy meansthat He
“tabernacled” among us. Just as Jesus Chrigt
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asthe Creator God of the Old Testament
(John 1:1-3, 10; Hebrews 1:2; Colossians
1:16) “tabernacled” with the |sraglitesin the
wilderness, He now did so with His people
in Hisphysicd life many centuries|ater.

The apostle Paul saysthat the |sraglites
in thewildernessall “drank the same spiri-
tual drink; for they drank from the spiritua
rock that accompanied them, and that rock
was Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:4, New
International Version).

At Christ’s second coming, Hewill again
“tabernacle” with thosewho are saved. He
will dwell with His peoplefor athousand
years, and this 1,000-year rule of Jesus Christ
over the earth isthe ultimate fulfillment
of thisfeast.

“Blessed and holy ishewho has part in the
first resurrection. Over such the second desth
has no power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Chrigt, and shdl reign with Him a
thousand years’ (Revelaion 20:6).

So Christ isdefinitely at the center of this
feast too—asthe ruler who “tabernacles’ with
His peoplefor athousand years.

The Last Great Day

The Feast of Tabernacleslasted seven
days. Then, onthe eighth day, there followed
another, separate feast day, thelast of the
biblical feasts (Leviticus 23:36).

What doesthisday haveto do with Jesus
Chrigt?

In John 7, an account of Jesus Christ’slast
Feast of Tabernacles on earth, we find Jesus
declaring the significance of its conclusion.
“Onthelast day, thet great day of the feadt,
Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone
thirsts, let him cometo Meand drink. Hewho
believesin Me, asthe Scripture has said, out
of hisheart will flow riversof living water”
(John 7:37-38).

Hewastaking about Hisreturn to earth,
when Hewill fredly offer the Holy Spirit to
thosewho will believein Him. Jesusdied for
al of mankind, but only afraction have ever
had the opportunity to know about Him and
accept Hisoffer of receiving the Holy Spirit.

Yet during Christ’s 1,000-year reign, al of
mankind will be offered God's Spirit. And
beyond thet, the Bible revealsthere will come
afuturetimewhen Christ will offer it to those
who rise up in aresurrection of the dead from
all past ages. In Revelation 20, we read what
happens after the Millennium (pictured
by the Feast of Tabernacles) is completed:

“Then | saw agreat white throne and Him
who sat onit, from whose face the earth and
theheavenfled away . . . And | saw the dead,
small and grest, standing before God, and
books were opened. And another book was
opened, which isthe Book of Life. And the

dead were judged according to their works,
by the thingswhich were written inthe
books’ (Revelation 20:11-12).

Thisperiodisalso called theWhite
Throne Judgment, and it is Christ who has
been appointed to judge all of mankind (John
5:26-27; Romans 14:10). This does not mean
immediate condemnation but ajudgment
period, since the Book of Lifeis opened—
meaning an opportunity is opened to receive
God's Spirit and have one's name written into
it. The apostle Paul writesin Philippians 4:3
of those “who labored with mein the gospe
... and therest of my fellow workers, whose
names arein the Book of Life”

So Christ will dso carry out the central role
of thisfinal feadt, that of lovingly and merci-
fully offering the multitudes of the unin-
formed and the deceived an opportunity for
conversion and salvation and to have their
namesinscribed in the Book of Life.

Thus, the seven feasts of the Lord are“a
shadow of thingsto come,” and Jesus Christ
isat the center of dl of them. Yet He has not
brought them to ultimate fulfillment; that will
only occur inthe coming Kingdom of God.

Yes, Christisour Passover, Heisthe
Unleavened Bread that purifies us, the Giver
of the Holy Spirit a Pentecos, the coming
King whose arrival isannounced by the blast
of the trumpets, the one who banishes Satan
for athousand years, and who tabernacles
with man asKing of kings. Findly, Heisto
judge mankind and offer the great majority
an opportunity to have their nameswritten
inthe Book of Life.

Thisiswhy God's Church kept these
feasts as shown in the New Testament (see
“*The Feasts of the Lord’ in the Book of
Acts’ on page 25). Thisiswhy these holy
feasts are till to be kept—to remind us of
the central role Jesus Christ hasin carrying
out in the plan of God. Isn't it about time
you started keeping them yoursdf? an

Recommended Reading
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‘Some Things Are Better Than Money’

An unexpected turn of events can sometimes teach us a valuable lesson.

by Rex Sexton

ixty-two and ahdf, who'll give

sixty-three? Will yasay sixty-

three? SOLD for sixty-two and a

haf!” blared the words of the auc-
tioneer over the loudspesker. Bridgette
turned around against thewall of old worn
boards and buried her facein her hands. |
tried to put my arm on my daughter’s shoul-
der to console her. When she looked up, |
could seetears streaming down her cheeks
from her big brown eyes.

“I only got barely ahundred dollarsfor
my lambs, Dad,” shemumbled. “1 won't
have enough money for the schoal clothes
| had picked out.” Shetried to hide her face
in her arms so the other people around
wouldn't see her crying.

We were at Woody'sAuction just east of
Woodland, Washington. It was late August,
just before the school year started. Brid-
gette, 11 yearsold, was going into the sixth
gradein just afew days. Back in April we
had bought two newborn lambsfor her
to raise. Bridgette’splan wasto raise them
during the summer and then sell them,
using the money for school clothes.

Thelamb market had been good for
amonth, with most butcher-ready lambs
bringing almost adollar per pound. The
lambs were 100 pounds each the morning
we |loaded them in the trailer behind the
minivan and drove to Woody's. Bridgette
had figured out exactly how to spend her
anticipated $200 on the clothes she wanted
for schoal. It would be just enough.

When we brought the newborn lambs
homeinApril, they were small and awk-
ward, but cuddly and lovable. We made a
penin the garage out of refrigerator boxes
andfilledit with straw for them.

Bridgette had to mix powdered milk sev-
erd times each day and feed them out of a
soda bottlefitted with alarge rubber nipple.
Sheand her best friend Jeanne even dept
inthe pensfor afew nightswith the lambs
s0 they wouldn't cry.

After afew weeksthe lambs became
attached to Bridgette and, asthe old nursery
rhyme goes, they followed her wherever she
went. They would run and play intheyard
and et grass. They loved to push with their
heads against ahand or leg. We never had
to keep them fenced in because they stayed

near the house waiting for Bridgette to
come out and play with them.

One day, becauseit was so hot outside,
she and Jeanne decided to give them ahair-
cut with apair of scissors. Needlessto say,
thisdidn't work out too well. The lambs
ended up looking like some sort of sculp-
tured carpeting with random pieces miss-
ing. The entire family had agood laugh.

Astheday to sdll the lambs drew near,
Bridgette spent lots of private time with
them. They would nuzzle her and sit
beside her in the grass. She mentioned

to her mother severa timesthat shedidn’t
like to think about them being butchered
and eaten. Her mother had grown up ona
farm and raised many animals, so shewas
able to identify with what Bridgette was
feeling and explain to her God’s purpose
for farm animals.

The day before going to the auction
| had called to see what recent prices were.
The auctioneer mentioned that the buyers
from the meat-packing houses had recently
driven the prices up and he expected a
good sale. What he didn’t know, however,
was that on the same day we planned to
sell our lambs, another large sdle was
scheduled in another city that would attract
all the packing-house buyers. Buyers
would be sparse a \Woody's.

Asthe lambswere ushered out into the
sale pen and the auction started, | felt a
sense of pridein my daughter and her
summer’swork. | was surethiswould be
agreat learning experience for her. But
the price started low, about 40 cents per
pound, and crept up rather owly. | knew
quickly that the meat buyers were absent.

Trying to comfort Bridgette as she cried,
| had anidea. | would go to the high bidder

rg

on the lambs, buy them back from him and
take them to Salem the next week so Brid-
gette could get abetter price. | saw him
standing outside the old auction building—
an old, worn barn that had been madeinto
an auction arena. | approached him and
explained the Stuation regarding my daugh-
ter and how she was sobbing. Hedidn't
answer, except to ask meto have my daugh-
ter come out to talk to him by hisold red
pickup truck.

Bridgette walked over to thetruck and
sat beside thiskindly, gray-haired gentle-
man dressed in overalswho had bought the
lambs. He was obvioudy an experienced
grandfather. They talked for awhileand she
calmed down, then went back to our van.

The man then came over to me and
explained what he had told her. “1 knew she
had probably grown attached to the lambs
like my daughtersused to do,” he explained.
“So | asked her if it would make her fed
better to know that | was not going to
butcher the lambs, but that | just needed
them to keep down the blackberriesand
brush on my place”

He said that when hetold her thelambs
were not going to die but would have a
long, happy life on hisfarm, everything
changed. She was satisfied withthe sale.

| went back to the van, opened the door,
and sat in the driver's seet. | then heard
wordsthat | will never forget: “ Somethings
are better than money.”

At 11 years old my daughter had learned
alesson that so few people today seem to
understand. Society at times sets up money
asthe only thing to strive for, the ultimate
measuring stick of successand source
of happiness. But money asasource of
real happinessisamirage. Aswise King
Solomon pronounced years ago, “Hewho
loves silver will not be satisfied with silver”
(Ecclesastes 5:10).

Bridgette was not ableto purchaseall
the clothes she had picked out for school
that year. Some days she had to wear her
older things. But I'm sure that as she sorted
through her closet in the morning, she occa-
siondly thought of her lambsliving a happy
lifejust afew miles away. She no doubt
whispered to hersdlf, “ Some things are
better than money.” GNn
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Letters From Our Readers

“TheBible WasRight After All”

| want to thank you for the article“ The
Bible Was Right After All” in the July-
August issue. It israre to see apositive arti-
cle on the big bang theory by a conservative
Christian publication. Many make the mis-
take of assuming that the big bang isweak or
anti-biblical and lump it into the category of
naturalistic evolution. Thanks for not making
that mistake.

G.M., Warrensburg, Missouri
“Noah’sArk: Was|t Possible?’

Recently | read an article about Noah's
Ark in The Good News. I'm afraid it gave
riseto more questionsthan answers. The
author makesthe claim that “The ark did
not need to carry every species, only every
biblical kind." He goes on to describe how
hundreds of varieties of domestic pigeons
derived from the rock pigeon. Isn't thisinad-
vertently supporting the evolutionary theory?

JH., Internet

Wthin the genetic code for each “ kind;
asthetermisused in Genesis 1, great variety
ispossible. Consider the enormous variety
unlocked in the selective breeding of dogs.
Thisisnot Darwinian evolution, but a phe-
nomenon that God built into each distinct
gpecies. Remember dogs cannot breed
with cats.Wthin each distinct speciesisthe
capacity for great variety, and itistothis
that the author referred.

Growing in knowledge and truth

My wifeand I, both in our 50s, believe
that there hasto be a superior force. Wedo
not believe that thingsjust evolved. Since
receiving your magazine | have learned
much with each issue. So much of the con-
tents make perfect sense alowing for history
asweknow it. Neither my wifenor | are
denominational. However, we both accept
Chrigtianity aswe have learned it over the
years. | would like to be abetter human
being and a better Chrigtian.

R.J.B., Camberley, England

To confirm some of your basic beliefs, we
recommend that you request our free book-
lets Life's Ultimate Question: Does God
Exist? and Cresation or Evolution: Does It
Really Matter What You Believe? Also, to
become a better Christian, you may wish
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to request The Road to Eternd Life.
Cancel my subscription immediately

| rgjected Chrigtianity years ago. | decided
to open my mind, however, and read your
materials. Thank you for confirming what
| knew al aong: Christianity isamyth,
promotes hatred and division, encourages
hypocrisy and intolerance and robs those
who cannot think for themselves. The Bible
is 100 percent man-created. Please remove
my name from your mailing list.

J.H., Greenville, South Carolina

Wewould hope that you would remain
open-minded long enough to read the free
booklets Isthe Bible True?, Life's Ultimate
Question: Does God Exist? and Creation
or Evolution: Does It Really Matter What
You Believe? We also recommend that you
download from our Web site The Bible and
Archaeology, a 24-part article seriesfrom
The Good News documenting some of the
hundreds of archaeol ogical discoveriesthat
verify the Bible's astounding accuracy.

Please remove our address from your
mailing list, effectiveimmediately. We are
appalled by the way your magazine twists
the primary aspects of God’sWord. Your
article on heaven is pure heresy.

Mr. & Mrs. A.D., Brazl

W& have received many pro and con
comments on The Good News article, “ Do
Good People Really Go to Heaven When
They Die?’ Some readers had specific
questions that we have addressed by sending
apersonal letter and/or the free booklet,
Heaven and Hell: What Doesthe Bible
Really Teach? We appreciate the opportunity
to explain honest objections.

Reader from Zimbabwe

Sincel got hold of your subscription form
from abookstore, | have never been happier
and wiser. The Good Newsis so informative
with well-researched articles and stories.
Being awriter and journdist, | find your
periodical very handy. Your magazine not
only focuses on Christian matters, but backs
up those with detailed accounts of historical
and current world events, as prophesied in
the Holy Bible.

RK., Zimbabwe

Seeking theright church

Therewasn’t any religion throughout
my childhood or much of my adult life. God
wasn't any part of my family’s foundation.
| am now receiving your Bible Sudy Course
aswell as The Good News. The magazine
opened up many doors, entirely new, to me.
Every word printed is read page by page.
Every lesson is a so devoured word by word!
| send for all the recommended readings.

| have severd thingsin my lifethat need
work and | need help to change dll of it. This
will be accomplished through prayer and
God's power to help me become righteous.
Finding the right church has been a very dif-
ficult task. Pleasg, if you have any church
near me, let me know the address.

D.SA., Exira, lowa
New donor

The Good Newsisabeacon of truthina
murky world, awell-balanced presentation
of God’sWord and Christ’s purpose. Please
accept the enclosed contribution towards
expenses.

L.M., Royston, England
Question about tithing

My husband and | have been attending
aUnited Church of God congregation
since earlier thisyear. We definitely want
to continueto be apart of this congregation
and wish to begin tithing. We wondered
if tithing is not done until we are members
of the Church (meaning after baptism) or
if it isappropriate at thistime. At the very
least we may submit donationsto assistin
the wonderful work you are doing to spread
the good news. | would aso like to request
the booklet What Does the Bible Teach
About Tithing?

Reader fromlllinois

Tithing isaway all people may express
honor and gratitude to God for the abundant
blessings He gives us. Our reader services
staff has mailed the booklet you requested.

Published letters may be edited for clarity
and space. Addressyour |ettersto The Good
News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254,
U.SA., or E-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be
sureto includeyour full name, city, state or
province, and country).



) Questions & Answers

Q: How do peopletruly know if God is
callingthem?

G.M., Republic of Ireland

A: Your question isimportant, because
nothing is more important than God's call-
ing. Consider the majesty and greatness of
what it means. The apostle Peter referred
to thismagnificent caling in hisfirst |etter:
“...You are achosen generation, aroyal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own specia
people, that you may proclaim the praises
of Him who called you out of darknessinto
His marvelous light; who once were not
apeople but are now the people of God,
who had not obtained mercy but now have
obtained mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10, emphasis
added throughout).

Peter’sinspired description of the Chris-
tian calling helps usto comprehend the
majesty of God's salvation. Thisgrest calling
ismade possible by the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ for our sinsand the forgivenessHe
made freely available.

The apostle Paul underscored Peter's
approach by describing the Church (those
chosen oneswhom God has called out of this
world) asaspiritua building joined together
and growing into aholy templein Jesus
Christ (Ephesians 2:20-22).

However, it is God the Father who initially
calls His chosen ones out of thisworld of
spiritual darknessinto His marvelouslight
(John 6:44, 65). One of the signsthat God

may be calling you isthat you are beginning,
however gradually, to truly understand the
Scriptures with adepth and dimension that
you never experienced before. You have
begun to understand the mysteries of the
Kingdom of God (Matthew 13:10-11).

If Godiscaling you, you also will have
awakened to the need for change in your per-
sond life, to bring it into linewith the godly
standards and val ues shown in the Scriptures
—"tolivealifeworthy of the calling you
havereceived” (Ephesians4:1, New Interna-
tiond Version). The Biblerefersto this
process as repentance. Luke called it
“repentanceto life” (Acts 11:18).

Obvioudly thereismuch moreto this
miraculous process of the Christian calling
than we can cover here. To learn more,
request our comprehensive booklet that
explains how acceptance of that caling
ultimately leads to savation and eternd life
in the Kingdom of God. Thisfree booklet,
Transforming Your Life: The Process of Con-
version, expounds these conceptsin much
greater detail. Thetitle of thefirst chapter is:
“Who Are God's ‘ Called, Chosen and Faith-
ful’ People?’ We encourage al of our readers
to request or download this crucia booklet.

Q: Ifwegoto“deep” after death,
awaiting aresurrection, what happens
to aperson whoiscremated?
T.D., Raleigh, North Carolina

A: TheBible doesindeed use the
analogy of deep to describe the state of the
dead (1 Thessalonians 4:13; 1 Corinthians
15:51, etc.). Those who have died are totally
unaware of the passage of time and feel no
pain or sorrow (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10). They
will be “awakened” at the time of the resur-
rection. But thisdoes not require that their
physical bodies persist until that time.
Scripture revealswhat happensto our
physical bodies after death. Genesis 3:19
tellsusthat wewill returnto dust. If moisture
and air are present, even our boneswill
eventually disintegrate. Inthefind anaysis,
thereis no difference between the dust of
decomposition and the ashes of cremation.
Neither will have any effect whatever on
God's sure promise to resurrect all human
beingsin due course according to His plan
and purpose (1 Corinthians 15:22; John 5:28-
29; Revelation 20:4-6, 11-14)—which must
include those who have been cremated.
Faithful Christianswill be resurrected
with spirit bodies (compare 1 Corinthians
15:35, 45, 49). Therest of mankind who died
in past ages, beginning with the nation of
Israel, will be reconstituted in the flesh (see
Ezekiel 37) before being offered immortality.
On the overal questions of death and
the future, you'll find more details spelled
out in our free booklets What Happens After
Death? and Heaven and Hell: What Does
the Bible Really Teach?

African Genocide

Continued from page 13

intheland that | gaveto your fathers; you
shall be My people, and | will beyour God”
(Ezekiel 36:26-28).

This passage speaks specifically of the
future of the people of Isradl, but God's
promiseswill be extended to al humanity,
because He wants al men to have that same
change of heart and be saved (1 Timothy 2:4).

What awonderful sceneispaintedin
those words! The self-destructive ignorance
of humanity will be replaced by the knowl-
edge of God, by theway of love for God,
for each other and for al of creation. These
and other propheciesrevea how humanity
truly will finally learn itslesson, and the
reward will be peace and fulfillment for
everyoneon the earth. It isafuture worth

waiting for with joyful anticipation!
Why not get a head start?

Not everyone, however, hasto wait for
the future to experience the change of heart
promised in Ezekidl 36. God iscaling some
people now, earlier than most of the people
ontheearth, to learn anew way of thinking,
anew way of life.

The Bible saysthat even though the old ser-
pent of the Garden of Eden, God's adversary,
Satan the devil, has seduced and deceived the
wholeworld (Revelation 12:9), God iscaling
some now. Heis opening their mindsto under-
gtand the truth about what's going on here
on earth and what will happeninthefuture.

In John 6:44 Jesus said, “No one can come
to Me unlessthe Father who sent Me draws
him; and | will raisehim up at thelast day.” At
the present stage of human history, only those

who are called by the Father can truly come
to Jesus Christ.

I thisknowledgeintrigues and excites you,
it may bethat God is caling you now and
offering you the opportunity to experiencethe
change of heart that occurswhen He begins
working in us. Why not explorethisfurther
and find out?

The publishers of The Good News offer
many other free publicationsto help you
learn what the Bible says about accepting
God'scaling. We adso have trained ministers
availableto visit with you and answer your
questionsif you so desire.

One day humanity will learnitslesson the
hard way. But then God will intervene to show
mankind amuch better way—Hisway. Then
violence like that which occurred in Rwanda
will forever be athing of the past. That
wonderful knowledgeistruly good news! Gn
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Making Peace

What should you do when friends are at each other’s throats?

by Ken Treybig

eagan and Julia had been best
friends. Now they wouldn’t
even spesk to each other.
After Ben spent timetalking
to Meagan, Juliawas furious.
Hadn't she madeit clear to Meagan that she
liked Ben? Every time Juliasaw Meagan
walking her direction, Juliawould turn away
and get busy with something else—making
suretheir eyes never met.

One time Meagan happened to see Julia
first and redlized their paths might cross.
Then she saw Julianotice her and turn away
and so knew she was being dighted by her
former best friend. Now she was even more
hurt and started watching for ways that
she could dight or avoid Julia. Before long
it was afull-scale war of wits. Wasthis
friendship permanently on the rocks? Was
there no way to save the relationship from
thejunk heap?

What would you do if you were one of
these girls? Or what if you were friends
with one or both of them and you were now
caught in the middle? How could you avoid
being a casualty on the battlefield of their
personal war? |s there anything you could
do to help defuse the situation and get
them to be friends again?

Probably everyone reading thisarticle
hasfound himsdlf or hersdlf in somevaria-
tion of this scenario at onetime or another.
How can such asticky situation be resolved?

Thereisashort answer and along answer
to these questions. The short answer isthat
not every situation will be resolved in apos-
itive way. Sometimes a person just will not
be reconciled to someone he or she views
as an enemy. However, many situationslike
this can be turned around. If we value our
friends, it would certainly be worthwhileto
make every effort to restore the friendship.
Infact, according to God, we have an
obligation to seeif we can make peace.

Commanded to reconcile

From the very beginning, God showed
His desirefor human beingsto have friends.
When Adamwas al doneintheworld as
the only human dive, God said, “Itisn’t
good for manto bedone; | will makea
companion for him, ahelper suited to his
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needs’ (Genesis2:18, Living Bible). God's
intent isfor human beingsto have compan-
ions and friends. Of course, the friend and
companion God made for Adam was Eve,
who became hiswife.

But in Histeachings, Jesus showed that
the intent to have and maintain friendships
extendsfar beyond just one’s spouse. Notice

21-22). A few versesearlier in the same
chapter Jesus pronounced ablessing on those
who make peace, saying they will be called
the children of God (verse 9).

Keys to peacemaking

So if making peaceis so important,
what steps can we take to make peace with
afriend who has something against us? Or
what can we do to help two of our friends
who are at odds with each other? At times
it may seem the situation is hopeless and
that reconciliation isimpossible. How-
ever, one of the wonderful things about
being human isthe ability to change
our minds when we are shown that our
conclusion or position on anissueis
not appropriate.
Changing our minds, though, is not
an automatic response. We usually think

we are right about our decisions, and once
our feelings are hurt we tend to think the
worst of the other person. Our mindswill
raceto find real or imagined reasons why
our feelings of hurt arejustified. Therefore
changing our minds, at least when conflict
isinvolved, is not the easiest thing to do.
We must be willing to admit that our con-
clusions may not be the correct ones. In
the Bible, God refersto this asa soft or
willing heart or mind (1 Chronicles 28:9;
2 Chronicles 34:27).
So what can we do to make peace?

How can you avoid being a casualty on the battlefield
of personal wars between friends? Is there anything you
can do to help defuse the situation?

Hisingtruction in Matthew 5:23-24: “ So if
you are standing before the altar in the Tem-
ple, offering asacrifice to God, and suddenly
remember that afriend has something
against you, leave your sacrifice there beside
the dtar and go and apol ogize and be recon-
ciled to him, and then come and offer your
sacrificeto God” (Living Bible).

Resolving a disagreement is so important
to God that He included thisinstruction when
Hewas explaining that even the fedling of
hatred toward another isa spiritua violation
of the commandment against murder (verses

Here are some good strategies.

* Apologize. There are very few actsthat
do moreto strengthen and heal arelationship
than sincerely saying, “I'm sorry.” If we
have done something wrong that causes
the problem in the relationship, we need to
admit our fault. Most people learn from an
early ageto cover or deny faults. So readily
admitting when we have caused someone
hurt is awelcome change to many. Even if
we think we have not done anything wrong
and the person misunderstood us, we can
still apologizefor hurting their feelings. This
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letsthe other person know weredlize they
were hurt by whatever took place.

* Reiteratetheimportance of thefriend-
ship. Along with an apology, it helpsto
assure the other person of the value you
place on the friendship. Knowing the other
person va uesthe friendship and is sorry
for any harm he or she has caused to the
friendship helps most people be more
willing to follow the instruction the apostle

* Be perceptive. When peoplefed they
have been dighted or hurt in some way, there
isusually achangein their facial expression
or tone of voice. Those changes, however,
are often quite small at the start, soif you

are not perceptive, you will let them go right
past you. Then the hurt will usually begin

to build in their mind and the walls of their
defenseswill grow higher and harder for

you to overcome. The time to begin making

If we value our friends, it would certainly be worth-
while to make every effort to restore the friendship.
In fact, according to God, we have an obligation

to see if we can make peace.

Paul gives us. We are to forgive when some-
one asksfor it, redizing God hasforgiven
usahuge debt by the death of Jesus Christ
(Ephesians 4:32).

* Help the per son seeanother per spec-
tive. If you aretrying to hea arelationship
between two friends, like the one described
at the start of thisarticle, providing another
perspective can be ameansto help restore
therelationship. Thisisespecidly trueif you
have talked to both friends and know they
still vauethe friendship. If you know the
hurt was unintentiona, try to help both par-
ties cometo seethat fact. For example, in
the scenario at the start, you could try to help
Juliacome to recognize that Meagan didn’t
begin the conversation with Ben—he started
it. Shedidn't talk with him to hurt Julia's
feelings. Shewas simply being civil and
not rude to Ben.

* Givethe ben€fit of thedoubt. If you
are the one who has been hurt, sometimes
the best way to resolve the situationisto
follow the advice of Proverbs 19:11, which
says, “ Those with good sense are ow to
anger, and it istheir glory to overlook an
offensg” (New Revised Standard Version).

Be a peace preserver

Let’s consider one more point. Proverbs
18:19 says: “It isharder to win back the
friendship of an offended brother than to
capture afortified city. Hisanger shutsyou
out likeiron bars’ (Living Bible).

Once people head down the mental path
of thinking you have purposely hurt them,
convincing them otherwiseisan uphill bat-
tle. That means we would be much better off
to prevent the offensein the first place—or at
least limit how far down that path of thinking
our friend travels. The sooner we can resolve
the situation and restore the friendship, the
better, as Matthew 5:25 illustrates.

So how can that be accomplished?
Hereareafew keys.

peaceiswhen you first perceive the problem.
The sooner you begin, the easier it will be.

» Usehumor. When you see that someone
isbeing hurt by an event or comment, some-
timesturning the offending comment into
humor, or directing the same comment
toward yourself in ahumorous way, can
help others see theissueis not worth getting
angry about. Obviously some have a greater
gift for thisthan others, but humor can go
along way inrelieving stress—including
the stressthat can come between friends
inarelaionship.

 Usedigtraction. Another tool that can
sometimes blunt the pain of an offending
comment or event isto quickly turn the
attention to another subject or event. Not
making abig issue of asmall item that may
be anirritation can help others not dwell on
that item. You will need to continue to be
perceptive, however, and if the person shows
signs of being hurt by the event, it is better
to addressit than to just ignoreit.

* Seek resolution early. If you find your-
sef in astuation where humor or distraction
do not resolve the problem, but only mask it,
and the other person isobvioudly bothered,
you need to seek to resolve the issue as soon
aspossible. Often the longer aperson hasto
“stew” over ahurt, the deeper the hurt goes
and the harder the resolution. Onceit’s clear
aperson hastruly been hurt and the peace
redly is shattered, you must begin to work
to make peaceinstead of preserving it.

Being a peacemaker isacomplicated
subject—far beyond the scope of one short
article. However, these points can help you at
least get started down the road toward peace
in your relationships. In doing so you will
be following the example of Jesus Christ,
whom I saiah prophesied would be called
the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). No wonder
Jesus said, “ Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sonsof God.” Gn

Want to
Learn More?

f you like reading our youth articles
Iin The Good News, take a look at

our new E-magazine, Youth United, at
www.youthmagazine.org.

This magazine is specially written for our
younger Good News audience. Each issue
is packed with helpful, eye-opening
articles to help today’s teens and young
adults get the most out of life—both now
and in the future.

You'll uncover lots of fascinating facts,
meet many interesting people, discover
what's really going on behind the scenes
in our world, learn answers to your ques-
tions and find practical, down-to-earth
guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Check out www.youthmagazine.org
today—you may be amazed at the many
fascinating things you'll discover!
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Go to www.ucg.org/gnupdate to sign up for e-mail
updates including breaking news, important announcements
and more from the publishers of The Good News.
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oes life have a purpose? Does it have real

meaning? Is life anything more than a brief
span on earth, with nothing but eternity on
either side of this physical existence?

This is the question of the ages, a riddle that
has challenged human beings since they came
to be. Why am I here? Why do I exist?

Thousands of years ago, the biblical King
David looked up into the night sky and wrote
down his thoughts regarding man’s relation-
ship to his Creator: “When I consider Your
heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon
and the stars, which You have ordained, what
is man that You are mindful of him, and the

L

son of man that You visit him?”

David wondered about the purpose of man
just as we do today. Every one of us was created
for a purpose, but few understand what that
great purpose is. What Is Your Destiny? will help
you understand the incredible truth about your
destiny! For your free copy, visit our Web site or
contact any of our offices listed on page 2.
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