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2     The Good News

reat truths are sometimes expressed in few 
and simple words. One fit neatly on a bumper 
sticker: “No God, No Peace. Know God, 

Know Peace.” I’m not big on bumper stickers, but seldom have so few 
words said so much. We live in a world of far too little God and far too 
little peace. It’s not hard to see the connection. 

I grew up poor, but in an environment in which religion mattered. 
Every morning at our small rural school the entire student body joined 
in reciting Psalm 19:14: “Let the words of my mouth, and the medita-
tion of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and 
my redeemer” (King James Version). And I still have the two small 
Bibles given to every student in the school during my time there.

It never occurred to us that our minds and freedoms were being 
abused by having to endure a moment of prayer and being given 
free Bibles by generous people. But eventually it occurred to some-

body, and lawsuits have largely eliminated God and the Bible from 
American schools and public life. Since then “no God, no peace” has 
become the national norm. The United States is materially rich but 
spiritually poor. And it seems the nation is set upon by enemies on 
every side, within and without, as its troubles continue to mount.

Is there a way out? Collectively, probably not. There comes a point 
in the lifetime of people and nations alike when there’s no turning 
back. The die is cast; the momentum is too great to turn things around. 
The U.S. elections, decided around the time this issue arrives in read-
ers’ homes, show a nation deeply divided over issues of culture and 
religion—and indeed over whether religious belief still matters  
to a country founded on it. 

Is there a way out individually? This is where “know God, know 
peace” should have great meaning to you. Without God, it’s difficult 
to make things make sense. With God, life has a meaning and purpose 
that transcends the troubling headlines of today and offers hope and 
promise for this life and beyond. 

The Good News is dedicated to several simple propositions: 1) God 
exists and is a being of infinite love. 2) The Bible is His divine revela-
tion to mankind. 3) God’s way of life works and brings great blessings 
to those who follow it. You’ll find those themes evident in this issue.

Knowing true peace comes from knowing the true God of the 
Bible. That’s where our lead article, “10 Things You Should Know 
About God,” comes in. You likely already know some of these. Others 
may come as a surprise. But all are important, and if you’re to have a 
right relationship with God, it’s important to accept what He reveals 
about Himself!

In Philippians 4:6-7, Paul beautifully described the peace that can 
result from this relationship: “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

To know God is to know peace. Through The Good News we want 
to help you know God and to build a personal relationship with Him. 
We want you to understand what He’s doing in the world and what 
He wants to do in your life. And we want you, in spite of troubles 
mounting around us, to enjoy the peace that only He can give.

In a world that doesn’t know God or peace, you can. 
             —Scott Ashley, Managing editor

  “Know God, Know Peace.”

The United States is materially rich but spiri-
tually poor. It seems the nation is set upon by 
enemies on every side, within and without.
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4     The Good News

A 
famous British judge, known for his strong belief 
in God, sometimes encountered people who 
said they didn’t believe in God. He always asked 
them to describe the god they didn’t believe in. 

After listening to their reply, he would tell them that he did 
not believe in the god they had just described either. 

How few truly know and understand God today! In the 
words of one theologian, “Modern men often search for 
God in vain.” 

The main reason is that most people receive their con-
cepts of God from other people rather than from God’s 
inspired Word, the Bible. That is why their view of God 
almost never accurately matches the biblical revelation  
of what God is like.

Another reason is that many religious teachers have never 
accessed the real key that opens up the knowledge of God. 
That key is the gift of God’s Holy Spirit—accessible to all 
those the Creator calls and who are willing to acknowledge 
who and what we are in relation to Him (Isaiah 66:1-2). 
And that gift of God’s Spirit is only “given to those who 
obey Him” (Acts 5:32)—a biblical requirement ignored by 
far too many theologians.

The apostle Paul explains the only way that limitation  
in human understanding can be overcome: “But as it is 
written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered 
into the heart of man the things which God has prepared 
for those who love Him.’ But God has revealed them to  
us [Christ’s true followers] through His Spirit. For the 
Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God”  
(1 Corinthians 2:9-10, emphasis added throughout). 

Without God’s Holy Spirit, human beings are helpless in 
seeking to comprehend the things of God: “But the natural 
man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned” (verse 14). 

So how do we go about discovering the things of God? 
Becoming better acquainted with the marvels of the creation 
and our awesome universe itself is one helpful key. “The 
heavens tell of the glory of God. The skies display his mar-
velous craftsmanship,” declared King David (Psalm 19:1, 
New Living Translation). 

Yet the Bible itself is the one overriding key to knowing 
and understanding God. As it states, “All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16). 

Let’s briefly look at 10 major attributes and qualities of 
God that His Word teaches (realizing, of course, that there 
are many more).

1. God is our Creator
God is the Supreme Creator of everything. Yet in the last 

century and a half the theory of evolution has become a 
big barrier to belief in God as Creator. This atheistic line of 
thought dominates the thinking of the world’s intelligentsia. 
In fact, much of modern higher education is based on an 
irrational belief in a series of lucky accidents—mindless 
evolution. (To see the falsity of this widely accepted theory, 
request or download our free booklet Creation or Evolution: 
Does It Really Matter What You Believe?) 

God the Father accomplished the creation by and 
through His Son Jesus Christ. Notice what the apostle Paul 

GOOD NEWS FEATURE • 10 Things You Should Know About God

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,  
let not the mighty man glory in his might, nor 
let the rich man glory in his riches; but let him 
who glories glory in this, that he understands 

and knows Me, that I am the Lord, exercising lov-
ingkindness, judgment and righteousness in the 
earth. For in these I delight” (Jeremiah 9:23-24).  

by John Ross Schroeder

You 
Should 
Know 
About 
God
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tells us: “God . . . created all things through 
Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 3:9). He expanded 
this wondrous truth to the church at Colosse: 
“For by Him [Jesus Christ] all things were 
created that are in heaven and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or principalities or powers.  
All things were created through Him and for 
Him” (Colossians 1:16). 

Christ is the Creator! The book of Hebrews 
confirms this truth: “God . . . has in these last 
days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has 
appointed heir of all things, through whom 
also He made the worlds” (Hebrews 1:1-2). 

The awesome creation account in Genesis 
1 is confirmed and complemented by the 
opening verses of John’s Gospel: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through Him, and without Him noth-
ing was made that was made” (John 1:1-3). 
Verse 14 tells us that “the Word” through 
whom God created all things is Jesus Christ. 
(To understand more, request or download 
our free booklet Life’s Ultimate Question: 
Does God Exist?) 

2. God is supreme 
Lawgiver

The apostle James, the Lord’s brother, 
reminds us that “every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights with whom there is 
no variation or shadow of turning” (James 
1:17). One of the greatest gifts God has given 

mankind is His spiritual law. This apostle 
then refers to it as “the perfect law of liberty” 
(verse 25). He also calls it “the royal law” 
(James 2:8). 

One noted British professor of law wrote: 
“Law is all-pervasive. It exists in every cell 
of life. It affects everyone virtually all of the 
time. It governs everything in life and even 
what happens to us after life . . . It governs 
the air we breathe, the food and drink that we 
consume, our travel, sexuality, family rela-
tionships and our property” (Gary Slapper, 
How the Law Works, 2007, p. 1). 

Why, then, do so many religionists believe 
and teach that God’s law is a yoke of bond-
age? How they have distorted God’s Word! 
The entire universe operates under the laws 
of physics. We can absolutely count on Hal-
ley’s Comet appearing in the sky at a specific 
time. Our civilized world suffers enormous 
harm when the forces of anarchy gain the 
upper hand. Without law, human civilization 
could not long endure. 

The prophet Isaiah tells us that “the Lord 
is our Lawgiver” (Isaiah 33:22). James states 
that “there is one Lawgiver, who is able to 
save and to destroy” (James 4:12). 

Jesus Christ summed up the Ten Com-
mandments in two broad principles: love of 
God, “the first and great commandment,” and 
love of neighbor (Matthew 22:36-39). The 
Ten Commandments constitute a law of love. 
“For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are 
not burdensome” (1 John 5:3). 

3. God is love
The word love is probably the most mis-

used, misapplied term in the English lan-
guage. Lustful desire to possess another per-
son most certainly is not real love. Love is so 
often confused with lust in the TV and movie 
world. Many are misled into sin by count-
less fantasy films promoting illicit eroticism. 
(Stories of how wholesome relationships 
develop into true romantic love are rare in the 
entertainment media.) 

The New Testament was originally written 
in Greek, which has the distinct advantage 
of having different words for different kinds 
of love. Agape is the term that best describes 
God Himself. It generally expresses altruistic, 
outgoing concern for others. 

The apostle John explains, “Dear friends, 

let us continue to love one another, for love 
comes from God. Anyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. But anyone who 
does not love does not know God—for God 

is love” (1 John 4:7-8, New Living Transla-
tion). Our Creator continually teaches human 
beings to love both God and neighbor. 

Love is the first and foremost expression 
of God’s Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). It 
is the first gift of God that every Christian 
should seek. 

The apostle Paul tells us how love should 
function in a spiritually transformed person: 
“Love suffers long and is kind; love does 
not envy; love does not parade itself, is not 
puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not 
seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 
does not rejoice in iniquity [sin], but rejoices 
in the truth; bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). 

What is the ultimate, perfect expression 
of God the Father’s love for human beings 
trapped in their sins? The Bible gives us the 
answer: “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

4. God is full of  
justice and mercy

God’s love embraces both justice and 
mercy. He is a God of justice as well as abun-
dant mercy. It is because of the divine attribute 
of justice that the penalty for our sins—our 
transgressions of God’s law (see 1 John 
3:4)—had to be paid. But it is through divine 
mercy that Christ died for our sins. Since “the 
wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23), the sin-
less Christ suffered a cruel death in our place 
so that the God of justice could also show us 
His great mercy—thereby freely forgiving our 
sins so He could give us everlasting life. 

The Bible takes sin seriously! Sin consti-
tutes rebellion against God, who opposes all 
forms of evil. Cheap grace has never been 
part of the Father’s plan and is absolutely 
contrary to His divine character. We have all 
broken His spiritual law, and true repentance 
is the first step on our way back to Him. 

Yet reconciliation to God the Father could 
only be made possible by the steepest price 
imaginable—the shed blood of His Son 

Jesus Christ. As the apostle Peter expressed 
it, “You were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, like silver or gold, from your aim-
less conduct received by tradition from your Ph
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fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19).  

When Jesus returns to reign on the 
earth, He will bring order to the whole 
world—“and establish it with judgment 
and justice” (Isaiah 9:7). Also notice that 
“with righteousness He shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth” (Isaiah 11:4). 

We should never overlook God’s justice 
and His judgments, which are generously 
tempered by great mercy. James wrote that 
“mercy triumphs over judgment” (James 
2:13). Paul wrote, “Blessed be the God  
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort” 
(2 Corinthians 1:3). 

5. God is eternal
Jesus Christ prayed shortly before His ago-

nizing suffering that would end in His death, 
“And now, O Father, glorify Me together 
with Yourself, with the glory which I had 
with You before the world was” (John 17:5). 
The apostle Paul wrote in his letter to Titus 
about the “hope of eternal life which God, 
who cannot lie, promised before time began” 
(Titus 1:2). God existed before everything!

Remember that “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 
13:8). The glorified Christ stated, “I am  
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End, . . . who is and who was and 
who is to come” (Revelation 1:8). “The 
Alpha and the Omega” is an idiomatic 
Greek expression denoting “the eternal 
creative existence of God” (The New Bible 
Dictionary, 1974, p. 26). 

Hebrews 7:3 speaks of One who has “nei-
ther beginning of days nor end of life.” This 
is the High Priest Melchizedek (verse 1), the 
One who later became Jesus Christ. (For the 
biblical evidence, see our free booklet Who 
Is God?) Indeed, Christ’s existence is “from 
everlasting” (Micah 5:2).

The prophet Isaiah recorded this awesome 
truth about God: “For thus says the High and 
Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name 
is Holy . . .” (Isaiah 57:15). God the Father 
and Jesus Christ (the Word) have always 
existed. They are divine spirit beings (John 
4:24). No one created Them. They were 
present before the beginning of the creation 
—before time began. They are eternal! 

6. God is a family
The apostle Paul exclaimed, “I bow my 

knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

from whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named” (Ephesians 3:14-15). 

God is not a closed Trinity, but an expand-
ing family. Concerning the Trinity doctrine, 
The Oxford Companion to the Bible’s open-
ing words under the article “Trinity” are 
enlightening: 

“Because the Trinity is such an important 
part of later Christian doctrine, it is striking 
that the term does not appear in the New 
Testament. Likewise, the developed concept 
of three coequal partners in the Godhead 
found in later creedal formulations cannot 
be clearly detected within the confines of the 
[New Testament] canon” (Bruce Metzger 
and Michael Coogan, editors, 1993, p. 782, 
emphasis added). 

The word later here is a vital key in under-
standing why general Christian belief became 
burdened with the Trinity doctrine. It wasn’t 
until long after the Bible was written that 
theologians originally came up with the doc-
trine, and others added to and elaborated on it 
down through the centuries. 

Regrettably, the Trinity doctrine has been 
a major barrier to clear comprehension of the 
biblical truth that God is a divine family. (To 
understand much more, request or download 
our free booklet Who Is God?) 

The God family is headed by the Father  
and presently consists of God the Father  
and God the Son, Jesus Christ. Their plan  
and desire is fully focused on “bringing  
many sons [and daughters] to glory” 
(Hebrews 2:10). This has been planned  
from the beginning. 

Jesus Christ is “the firstborn from the 
dead” (Colossians 1:18)—“the firstborn 
among many brethren” (Romans 8:29). 
These passages mean that many more are 
going to join the family as divine spirit 
beings like the Father and Christ at the first 
resurrection, when the righteous are raised to 
everlasting life (see 1 Corinthians 15:49-54;  
1 John 3:1-2; Revelation 20:6). 

Those who are truly converted and have 
received God’s Holy Spirit are already reck-
oned to be a part of the family (again, see 
Ephesians 3:14-15). They await the final step 
at the second coming. 

At that time Jesus “will transform our 
lowly body that it may be conformed to His 
glorious body” (Philippians 3:21). Then it 
can be said in its fullest sense, “I will be a 
Father to you, and you shall be My sons  
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty”  
(2 Corinthians 6:18). 

Even this supremely important step 
involves only the firstfruits of God’s salva-
tion, as He will eventually add countless 
others to His family. (For further knowledge 

of our Creator’s awesome plan and purpose 
for humanity, request or download our  
free booklet What Is Your Destiny?)

7. God is the  
great Healer

In spite of all the wondrous achievements 
and advancements in medical science, man-
kind is still plagued by diabetes, cancer, heart 
disease, AIDS, a host of harmful addictions 
and unending chronic ailments. Certain med-
icines can aid the healing process, though 
sometimes with serious side effects. Human 
beings still desperately need divine healing.

Over time our Creator has made it possible 
for doctors and researchers to gain marvel-
lous insights into how our bodies function. 
Jesus Christ never spoke against the physi-
cians of His day. On the contrary He said on 
one occasion, “Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick” 
(Matthew 9:12). Luke, who travelled exten-
sively with the apostle Paul and wrote a large 
portion of the New Testament, was called 
“the beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14). 

All that properly said, most Christians do 
not realize that the Bible describes God as 
our healer. “I am the Lord who heals you,” 
He says (Exodus 15:26). Yet His miracle-
working power does not always find much 
favor in our largely secular society. Even in a 
local area of the Holy Land some 2,000 years 
ago, the Bible states that Jesus “could do no 
mighty work there, except that He laid His 
hands on a few sick people and healed them. 
And He marveled because of their unbelief” 
(Mark 6:5-6). 

Nonetheless, He healed many during His 
earthly ministry: “Then Jesus went about all 
the cities and villages, teaching in their syna-
gogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people” (Matthew 9:35). Still, 
many today are suspicious of divine healing, 
with even religious people assuming the day 
of miracles has passed into history. 

A noted British theologian rightly contra-
dicted this common assessment: “To deny 
even the possibility of miracles, whether from 
theological prejudice or scientific secularism, 
borders on the absurd. Since we believe that 
God is the sovereign Creator of the universe, 
he is certainly able to intrude into his own 
world. We have no liberty either to lock him 
up into one of our neat little boxes or to dic-
tate to him what he is permitted to do” (John 
Stott, Evangelical Truth, 2003, p. 124). 

Many Christians are not even aware of 
the Bible’s instruction when they become 
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ill: “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call 
for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord” (James 5:14). What is 

expected to happen? “And the prayer  
of faith will save the sick, and the Lord  
will raise him up” (verse 15). But we  
should leave the way and the time to God’s 
determination, as verse 16 indicates. 

Jesus said, “According to your faith, let it 
be it unto you” (Matthew 9:29). To under-
stand how to increase your faith, request or  
download our free booklet You Can Have 
Living Faith. 

8. God is the  
ultimate planner

All human beings are important in God’s 
eyes. The first man and woman were the 
crown of His physical creation. After all, He 
made them in His own image (Genesis 1:26-
27), and we are their offspring. 

Jesus Christ said, “And I, if I am lifted up 
from the earth [referring to His crucifixion 
that would soon take place], will draw all 
peoples to Myself” (John 12:32). The first 
step in God’s plan for humankind was the 
sacrifice of His Son so our sins could be for-
given. But His divine plan doesn’t stop there.  

Notice what Paul told the Christians of 
Ephesus: “He made known to us his secret 
purpose, in accordance with the plan which 
he determined beforehand in Christ, to be put 
into effect when the time was ripe: namely that 
the universe, everything in heaven and earth, 
might be brought into a unity with Christ” 
(Ephesians 1:9-10, Revised English Bible). 

In this present age, much remains in 
chaos and confusion. “For we know that the 
whole creation groans and labors with birth 
pangs together until now” (Romans 8:22). 
But it won’t always be this way. Read the 
next verse: “Not only that, but we also who 

have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly 
waiting for the adoption [or full rights of 
sonship], the redemption of our body [at the 

time of the resurrec-
tion]” (verse 23). 

A little earlier Paul 
had written that “the 
earnest expectation of 
the creation eagerly 
waits for the revealing 
of the sons of God” 
(verse 19). God is 
going to straighten 

everything out with the help of His resurrected 
saints. That is why He is calling the firstfruits 
of His family during this age of man. Many 
more will be called to salvation in due time. 

God will complete His great purpose in the 
step-by-step order revealed in the Bible. Our 
Creator has revealed all seven steps of His 
majestic divine plan through the observance 
of the annual biblical festivals. To understand 
each one, ask for or download our free book-
let God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of 
Hope for All Mankind.

9. God reveals  
the future 

No human seer or prophet could have 
accurately predicted the remarkable rise and 
fall of nations, leaders and people foretold in 
the Bible. God counsels us all to “remember 
the former things of old [the things He has 
already accomplished], for I am God, and 
there is no other; I am God, and there is none 
like Me, declaring the end from the begin-
ning, and from ancient times things that are 
not yet done” (Isaiah 46:9-10). 

Our Creator “calls those things which do 
not [yet] exist as though they [already] did” 
(Romans 4:17). He has the power, foresight 
and wisdom to bring things to pass according 
to His great plan and purpose for mankind. 
“Indeed I have spoken it; I will also bring 
it to pass. I have purposed it; I will do it” 
(Isaiah 46:11). 

God not only foretells a wondrous future 
world of prosperity, peace and plenty, but 
also a time of horrifying catastrophes that 
man will first bring on himself. Although our 
expanding modern technology, growing expo-
nentially, lavishes on us many labor-saving 

devices our forefathers could only dream of,  
it has also produced incalculable means of 
self-destruction threatening our security. 

Meanwhile crime and violence, sickness 
and disease, famine and starvation, poverty 
and unhappiness are accelerating just as God 
prophesied in His Word long ago. He is a 
living God of love and mercy, justice and 
compassion—and He will intervene to save 
humanity from itself (Matthew 24:21-22). 

If God did not exist, truly our fate would 
be tragically sealed and all human life 
doomed. But He is our living, intervening 
God. He is quite aware of present world 

trends and is deeply concerned about our 
own self-inflicted plight. Humanity is caught 
in a destructive trap of rebellion against our 
Creator—and we are completely helpless to 
deliver ourselves out of it. 

That is why God the Father will send His 
Son Jesus Christ back to earth to save us 
from ourselves (Revelation 11:15). Christ, 
with His glorified followers from this age, 
will personally and directly rule over human-
kind for a 1,000-year period of incomprehen-
sible well-being (Revelation 20:4-6). During 
that millennial period many billions of people 
will be brought to real repentance through 
the word of God going to all nations from 
Jerusalem.

To understand the historic scope and the 
overall panorama of future events, request  
or download our free booklet You Can 
Understand Bible Prophecy.

10. God cares  
for you

Diana, Princess of Wales (1961-1997), 
brought caring and compassion into the 
forefront of the public mind. Noted British 
historian and journalist Paul Johnson wrote, 
“She had the most princely gift of making the 
most insignificant person feel important to 
her, the recipient of her undivided attention, 
no longer excluded and ignored but brought 
into the warm circle, welcomed, cherished, 
made much of.” 

Caring and compassion is one divine 
attribute that people sometimes overlook  
in considering our Creator. But King David 
didn’t. He exclaimed: “But You, O Lord,  
are a God full of compassion, and gracious, 
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Regrettably, the Trinity doctrine has been a major 
barrier to clear comprehension of the biblical truth 
that God is a divine family.

Continued on page 19
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Some 2,000 years ago, in a back-
water of the vast Roman Empire, 
Jesus Christ came into this world. 
He was born in obscurity; during 

His lifetime we know of no ancient historian 
outside of the Bible who recorded His birth. 

Surely at that time no mere human prog-
nosticator could have predicted that His 
life and the instruction He passed on to His 
followers would affect the world as much 
as it has. The ripple effect of His work was 
destined to change history more than that of 
any other individual ever.

Jesus set an example and preached a way 
of life that drastically clashed with many 
basic values of the world that then was. 
Many of the fundamentals of Jesus’ way 
were considered radical by the religious lead-
ers of His day; some of Christ’s teachings 
surprised even His disciples. 

A world in which slavery  
was common

Jesus’ first disciples were all Jewish, but 
the culture into which He came was heav-
ily influenced by the Greek and Roman 
cultures. The Greek kingdoms that suc-
ceeded the Hellenistic Empire of Alexander 
the Great were absorbed into the Roman 
Empire, and the Romans retained many  
elements of Hellenistic culture. 

The Greek language, for example, 
remained the means of international com-
munication throughout most of the known 
world for centuries to come. The New  
Testament was originally written in Greek.

The Greco-Roman culture of that time 
lacked many of the traits of propriety and 
decency we take for granted today. For 
example, the Greek philosophers Aristotle 
and Plato held that most human beings  
are slavish by nature and suitable only  
for slavery. 

Author Dinesh D’Souza describes the 
attitudes of Greek philosophers toward the 
common man: “Homer ignored them in his 
epics, concentrating entirely on life among 
the ruling class. Lesser men appeared, if at 

all, as servants. Aristotle too had a job for 
low men: slavery” (What’s So Great About 
Christianity, 2007, p. 56). 

A similar attitude carried over into 
Roman culture. “There were 60,000,000 
slaves in the Roman Empire, everyone of 
whom was considered in law to be, not a 
person, but a thing, with no rights what-
ever” (William Barclay, The Daily Study 
Bible Series, 1976, Vol. 14, p. 208). 

Jesus had no such bias against the down-
trodden and the lowly. “His first disciples 
were fishermen and artisans. He moved 
in the everyday milieu of the humble 
folk. He talked with publicans and fallen 
women, the poor and the sick and children” 
(D’Souza, p. 56). This is illustrated in Mark 
2:16, where the scribes and Pharisees noted 
with disdain that Jesus would eat with “tax 
collectors and sinners.”

Jesus’ disciples eventually accepted the 
fact that within their spiritual community 
(the Church) all members were equal before 
God. The apostle Paul wrote, “There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gala-
tians 3:28; compare Colossians 3:10-11).

Christ’s teaching:  
All are equal before God

The Christian view on equality of free-
men and slaves was radical to outsiders. It 
probably caused some awkward situations 
in Christian congregations. “It was quite 
possible in the early days that the slave 
should be the [leader] of the congregation 
and the master a member of it. This was  
a new and revolutionary situation”  
(Barclay, p. 212).

The appointment of any slave as leader 
of a congregation could have resulted in 
temptation on his part to behave rebel-
liously toward his master, and the master 
might have been tempted to retaliate. Per-
haps this is why the apostle Paul addressed 
the dynamics between converted slaves  
and masters: 

“Servants, do what is ordered by those 
who are your natural masters, having 
respect and fear for them, with all your 
heart, as to Christ . . . In the knowledge 
that for every good thing anyone does, 
he will have his reward from the Lord, 
if he is a servant or if he is free. And, 
you masters, do the same things to them, 
not making use of violent words: in the 
knowledge that their Master and yours 
is in heaven, and he has no respect for a 
man’s position” (Ephesians 6:5-9, Bible  
in Basic English).

But if all men were equal before God in 
the Church, why didn’t the early Christians 
try to have slavery abolished? 

The fledgling Church knew they were not 
sent to force revolutionary change on oth-
ers (Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this 
world” in John 18:36), but to preach the 
good news of a new government to come 
 at Christ’s return.

Slavery was deeply entrenched in the 
culture, and Christ’s little flock could not 
have changed it anyway. Recall that in the 
century before Christianity’s beginning, a 
man named Spartacus led a slave revolt. 
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Christianity: Burden  
or Blessing to Mankind?
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had the most beneficial influence on humanity of any religion or philosophy in history!  
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The result of this was a brutal crushing of 
the movement and the crucifying of 6,000 
slaves. Reform here would have to wait.

But didn’t Christianity eventually take 
over the Roman Empire? Yes, but in many 
respects this was not the Christianity Jesus 
taught. Nevertheless a number of Christ’s 
true teachings were advanced through this 
religion because of its use of the Bible—
resulting in positive developments in soci-
ety. Indeed, when efforts were begun to 
abolish slavery in the Western world, what 

was behind the movement? Convictions 
based on Christianity. 

“Christians were the first group in history 
to start an anti-slavery movement . . . In 
England, William Wilberforce spearheaded 
a campaign that began with almost no sup-
port and was driven entirely by his Chris-
tian convictions . . . Eventually Wilber-
force triumphed, and in 1833 slavery was 
outlawed in Britain. Pressed by religious 
groups at home, England then took the 
lead in repressing the slave trade abroad” 
(D’Souza, p. 71). Of course, Wilberforce 
was helped in his efforts by the spread and 
acceptance of Christian teachings on how 
to treat others.

Many other elements in our modern 
culture, when compared with that of the 
Greco-Roman era, show vast improvements 
in the way the common man is treated. 
This transformation is paying enormous 
dividends. 

“The Christian priority of extending 
respect to ordinary persons . . . can also be 
seen in the emergence in the West of new 
political institutions. These political institu-
tions existed nowhere else in the world,  

and they did not exist in ancient Greece  
or Rome. Something changed within the 
West to give rise to them. That something  
is Christianity” (p. 60).

What about treatment of women? 

The cultures of the first century treated 
women more like objects than as human 
beings. “In Greek civilization the duty of 
the woman was ‘to remain indoors and to 
be obedient to her husband.’ It was the sign 
of a good woman that she must see as little, 
hear as little and ask as little as possible. She 
had no kind of independent existence and no 
kind of mind of her own, and her husband 
could divorce her almost at caprice . . .”

“Under Roman law a woman had no 
rights. In law she remained for ever a 
child. When she was under her father she 
was under the patria potestas, the father’s 
power, which gave the father the right even 
of life and death over her; and when she 
married she passed equally into the power 
of her husband. 

“She was entirely subject to her husband 
and completely at his mercy. Cato the Cen-
sor, the typical ancient Roman wrote: ‘If 
you were to catch your wife in an act of 
infidelity, you can kill her with impunity 
without a trial’” (Barclay, p. 218). 

Standards of the Roman world discrimi-
nated against women in other ways too. 
“Compared with the modern woman in 
today’s Western society, the Roman woman 
had little or no property rights. Goods or 
money that she could legally inherit were 
legally limited. She was not even allowed 
to leave money to her children if they  
were under her husband’s patria potestas” 
(Alvin Schmidt, How Christianity Changed 
the World, 2004, p. 101). 

In the first century, Judaism had drifted 
considerably from the pure practice of the 
religious principles of the Old Testament, 
which protected the rights of women.  
Thus in Jesus’ day, Judaism looked down 
on women. 

For example, the testimony of Jewish 
women was generally considered worth-
less, so they were generally not allowed to 
testify in court. This discrimination about 
speaking worked in reverse too. Women 
were not thought worthy to receive 
spiritual instruction. “Let the words of the 
Law (Torah) be burned rather than com-
mitted to a woman . . . If a man teaches 
his daughter the Law, it is as though he 

taught her lechery” (Schmidt, p. 102).

Jesus changed attitudes  
toward women

Jesus’ disciples were indoctrinated in the 
tradition of the day. This is illustrated by an 
incident recorded in John 4. Jesus and His 
disciples were journeying through Samaria, 
and His disciples had gone away to buy 
food (verse 8). When the disciples returned 
to Jesus, “they marveled that He talked with 
a woman” (verse 27). 

The general belief in Jewish society was 
that for a religious teacher to speak to a 
woman in public would demean him. This 
is why the disciples were shocked. Their 
surprise was increased by the fact that He 
was speaking with a Samaritan woman 
(verse 9), as Samaritans were held in  
contempt by Jews. 

But Jesus was setting an example that 
His disciples would later follow. They, too, 
would teach women and accept them as 
full-fledged members of the religious com-
munity. The disciples would also eventu-
ally preach the gospel to Samaritans, as 
Jesus commissioned them to do (Acts 1:8). 
So one of the purposes of Jesus’ ministry 
was to lift women and others from their 
despised status and accord them spiritual 
equality, dignity and respect. 

“The extremely low status that the 
Greek, Roman, and Jewish woman had 
for centuries was radically affected by the 
appearance of Jesus Christ. His actions 
and teachings raised the status of women 
to new heights, often to the consternation 
and dismay of his friends and enemies. By 
word and deed, he went against the ancient, 
taken-for-granted beliefs and practices  
that defined woman as socially, intellectu-
ally, and spiritually inferior” (Schmidt,  
pp. 102-103). 

That His followers learned from and 
took to heart Jesus’ example is illustrated 
by the words of the apostle Peter when 
he instructed husbands that they and their 
wives were “heirs together of the grace of 
life” (1 Peter 3:7). 

The apostle Paul also held Christian 
women in high regard. This is manifest by 
what he wrote in his letter to the church 
in Rome: “Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, 
those women who work hard in the Lord. 
Greet my dear friend Persis, another 
woman who has worked very hard in the 
Lord” (Romans 16:12, New International 
Version). 

Women in the Church were accorded 
prestige that they simply had not had in  
the pre-Christian era. They were held Ph
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roman children and women, as well as slaves, were given much better 
treatment in the Christian Church than in the empire at large.
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in a position of dignity and respect that 
was equal to that of men. In other words, 
“courtesy, the habit of treating women with 
deference, was invented by Christianity” 
(D’Souza, p. 70). 

Sadly, women in many third-world coun-
tries or those where other religions hold 
sway simply do not receive the same defer-
ence as their counterparts in countries that 
are influenced by the Christian ethic.

Treatment of children and infants

The most vulnerable human beings in a 
society are its infants and young children. 
Treatment of the young could be brutal  
and coldhearted in Greco-Roman society, 
but Christianity was different. History 
reveals that early Christianity cherished  
and nurtured them. 

“One way that Christianity underscored 
the sanctity of human life was its consistent 
and active opposition to the widespread 
pagan practice of infanticide—killing 
newborn infants, usually soon after birth 
. . . Infants were killed for various reasons. 
Those born deformed or physically frail 
were especially prone to being willfully 
killed, often by drowning . . . Infant girls 
were especially vulnerable. For instance, 
in ancient Greece it was rare for even a 
wealthy family to raise more than one 
daughter” (Schmidt, p. 49). 

In Roman culture, “a wealthy father 
might decide to dispose of an infant 
because of the desire not to divide the fam-
ily property among too many offspring and 
thereby reduce the individual wealth of the 
members of the next generation” (Sarah 
Pomeroy, Goddesses, Whores, Wives and 
Slaves: Women in Classical Antiquity,  
1975, p. 165).

Equally cruel was the practice of aban-
doning infants. “If unwanted children in 
the Greco-Roman world were not directly 
killed, they were frequently abandoned—
tossed away, so to speak. In the city of 
Rome, for instance, undesirable infants 
were abandoned at the base of the Columna 
Lactaria, so named because this was the 

place the state provided for wet nurses 
to feed some of the abandoned children” 
(Schmidt, p. 52).

How did Christians react to child aban-
donment? “As with infanticide, Christians 
opposed and condemned the culturally 
imbedded custom of child abandonment 
. . . Christians, however, did more than 
just condemn child abandonment. They 
frequently took such human castaways into 
their homes and adopted them . . . Chris-
tian writings are replete with examples of 
Christians adopting throw-away children” 
(p. 53).

Infanticide and child abandonment did 
not exist among Jews of the first century. 
Author Max Dimont shows us the con-
trast: “The graceful Greeks laughed at the 
‘graceless’ Jews for recoiling in horror at 
the Greek custom of exposing an infant to 
death when the shape of its skull or nose 
did not please them” (Max Dimont, Jews, 
God and History, 1994, p. 108).

How did Jesus view children?

The Jewish understanding was that all 
human beings were made in the image of 
God, and therefore they believed in the 
sanctity of life. However, when it came 
to the treatment of children, the disciples 
still had something to learn. Jesus set an 
example for His disciples on how children 
should be received. 

Notice this incident in Matthew 19:13-
14: “Then little children were brought to 
Him that He might put His hands on them 
and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. 
But Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come 
to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.’” Luke’s account 
of the same event includes the word infants 
(Luke 18:15). 

Both accounts note that those who 
brought infants and children to Jesus were 
“rebuked” by His disciples. Jesus, however, 
demonstrated that children were important 
and should be treated with love and consid-
eration rather than being shunted aside as 
second-class human beings. 

Later, the apostle Paul wrote to the 
church at Ephesus, “Fathers, do not pro-
voke your children to wrath, but bring them 
up in the training and admonition of the 
Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). 

To the gentile converts in the congrega-
tion at Ephesus, Paul’s instruction was a 
radical departure from their culture. This 
instruction “introduced a fresh element into 
parental responsibility by insisting that the 
feelings of the child must be taken into con-
sideration. In a society where the father’s 
authority (patria potestas) was absolute, 
this represented a revolutionary concept” 
(The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 1978, 
Vol. 11, p. 81).

Paul also addressed the subject of the 
proper supervision of children in Colos-
sians 3:21. He wrote, “Fathers, do not 
provoke your children, lest they become 
discouraged.” So we see that Christianity 
introduced basic changes as to how children 
were to be treated. Their feelings were to 
be taken into consideration. Children—like 
their parents—were the heritage of God, 
and parents were not to lord it over them. 

Christians and the sick

The pagan world of the first century 
had little sympathy for those who were 
ill, and most people did not go out of the 
way to alleviate their suffering. In fact, it 
was just the opposite. “Human compas-
sion, especially with regard to the sick and 
dying, among the ancients was rare, notably 
among the Greco-Romans . . . Such behav-
ior was contrary to their cultural ethos and 
to the teaching of the pagan philosophers. 
For instance, Plato (427-347 B.C.) said that 
a poor man . . . who was no longer able to 
work because of sickness should be left to 
die” (Schmidt, p. 128).

Jesus’ approach was just the opposite. 
Numerous incidents in the Gospels speak of 
how He reacted to those who were afflicted: 
“And when Jesus went out He saw a great 
multitude; and He was moved with com-
passion for them, and healed their sick” 
(Matthew 14:14). Jesus instructed the 12 
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apostles to follow His example. “He sent 
them to preach the kingdom of God and to 
heal the sick” (Luke 9:2). 

Nothing like hospitals as we know them 
existed in the first-century world. Some 
researchers assert that there were institutions 
to provide some treatment to Roman sol-
diers. But common people—and especially 
the poor—simply had no such treatment 
available to them. 

“Charity hospitals for the poor and indi-
gent public did not exist until Christianity 

introduced them” (Schmidt, p. 155). As 
time went by, hospitals were established 
in greater numbers with the influence of 
Christianity serving as the driving force. 
“By [A.D.] 750 the growth of Chris-
tian hospitals, either as separate units or 
attached to monasteries, had spread from 
Continental Europe to England” (p. 157).

In modern times, particularly in the 20th 
century, large numbers of general hospitals 
were built in Western nations. The influ-
ence of the Christian culture on this trend 
is shown in the large numbers of hospitals 
that bear names of Christian believers,  
leaders or denominations. 

Christianity and education

Jesus was a teacher; He was sometimes 
addressed by the term Rabbi, which means 
“teacher” (John 1:38). He intended for His 
followers to be teachers also. Among the 
last instructions He gave to His disciples 
was to “make disciples of all the nations 
. . . teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you” (Matthew 
28:19-20). 

Formalized teaching was not a new ele-
ment in the first-century world. However, 
one approach that was revolutionary about 
Christianity was that it offered teaching to 
both men and women in the same setting. 
All were expected to learn the principles 

of the Christian faith. This is in marked 
contrast to the Greek and Roman approach 
of teaching only boys from the privileged 
ranks of society.

As time went by, the effects of Chris-
tianity continued to exert influence in the 
educational realm of society. Many of the 
early universities in America and England 
were established with the express purpose 
of training men for the clergy or educating 
young people in the ways of the Bible. 

For example, “when Harvard College 
. . . was officially incorporated in 1650, its 
charter specified a commitment to educate 
‘the English and Indian youth of this coun-
try in knowledge and godliness’” (Kenneth 
Davis, America’s Hidden History, 2008,  
p. 65).

Christianity has been the father of educa-
tion. As one English professor remarked, 
“In most of Europe, as in Africa, South 
America, and in many other parts of the 
world, the birth of literacy and literature 
essentially, not accidentally, coincides with 
arrival of Christian missionaries” (Lee  

Strobel, The Case For Faith, 2000, p. 220). 

The give way of life

When it came to performing charitable 
acts for the poor and needy, standards 
between the pagan and Christian worlds 
were at odds. The Roman view was that 
“there was nothing to be gained by expend-
ing time and energy . . . with people who 
could not contribute to Roman valor and 
to the strength of the state. The presence of 
Stoic philosophy also made it disrespectful 
to associate with the weak, the poor, and 
the downtrodden” (Schmidt, p. 127). 

The fact that Stoicism was the dominant 
philosophy among the Romans in the first 
and second centuries meant that those on 
the lower rungs of society could generally 
hope for little help from Roman authorities.

In comparison to the pagans around 
them, the Christians were most generous; 
they gave without expecting anything in 
return. Furthermore, they gave not only 
to believers but to nonbelievers also. The 
apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially 
to those who are of the household of faith” 
(Galatians 6:10). The Christians’ example 
was so outstanding that a pagan Roman 
emperor, Julian the Apostate, envied the 
Christians for their giving ways.

In our modern era, the Christian ethic 

continues to spark a generous giving spirit. 
Studies and surveys repeatedly attest that 
Bible believers give more abundantly 
to charitable causes than do atheists and 
unbelievers. 

The overall effects of Christianity

Today some 2 billion people in 260 coun-
tries profess Christianity. This vast array 
of religious groups with their varied and 
conflicting beliefs claim more adherents 
than any other religion in the world. Of 
course, the degree of understanding, dedi-
cation and emulation of the Christian way 
of life varies among adherents, but most all 
who claim to be Christian have—to some 
degree—had their lives positively impacted 
by biblical teaching. 

Even some atheists have noted that  
some of the more decent influences on  
our society, such as compassion, are ideas 
that spring from the legacy of Christ. The 
classical philosophers viewed compassion 
and humility as signs of weakness, but 
these Christian traits are essential for  
a humane society.

All inhabitants of the Western world—
whether professing Christians or not—have 
benefited from the influence of Christianity 
on our society. We owe to Jesus and the 
religion He started the finer, more decent 
aspects of our society. “Believer and non-
believer alike should respect Christianity as 
the movement that created our civilization” 
(D’Souza, p. 45). 

Much that goes against Christ’s teach-
ings has been perpetrated in the name of 
Christianity. False teachings, counterfeit 
Christianity, hypocrisy and weakness have 
diluted the power of the Christian way of 
life. Still, those who live in those countries 
that are most affected by the Christian ethic 
are more blessed with freedom, opportunity 
and human worth than those anywhere else 
on earth!  GN

Recommended Reading
What difference would it make 
if everyone started following the 
basic teachings of Christianity? 
What would the world be like? 
How much better would your 
life be? Our free booklet The Ten 
Commandments explains how the 
most fundamental teachings of 
the Bible could totally transform 
the world—if only people would 
follow them! Download or request your free copy today! 

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

in 1833 slavery was outlawed in Britain, thanks largely to Christians 
who were the first group in history to start an antislavery movement.
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Richard Holbrooke, a former U.S. ambassador 
to the UN, observed that “the Presidency of 

the United States is the most extraordinary job ever 
devised”—with the one assuming this position 
“tested by pressures unimaginable to anyone who 
has not held the job” (“The Next President,” Foreign 
Affairs, Sept.-Oct. 2008). 

Although the new president will lead the world’s 
most powerful single country, without question a 
superpower, he “will inherit a more difficult set of 
international problems than any of his predecessors 
have since at least the end of World War II . . . He will 
have to reshape policies on the widest imaginable 
range of challenges, domestic 
and international . . . 

“He must revitalize a flag-
ging economy; tame a budget 
awash in red ink; reduce energy 
dependence . . . tackle the grow-
ing problem of nuclear prolifera-
tion; improve the defenses of the 
homeland against global terrorists 
while putting more pressure on al 
Qaeda, especially in Pakistan; 
and, of course, manage two wars 
[in Iraq and Afghanistan] simulta-
neously” (ibid., emphasis added 
throughout). 

That’s a tall order! Insightful observers now dis-
cuss “the real new world order” ushered in by recent 
events in the country of Georgia and by madness in 
the financial markets on Wall Street and elsewhere. 
The state of the economy is probably the main chal-
lenge the next occupant of the Oval Office will face. 

Veteran British journalist Simon Jenkins asked 
these penetrating questions in The Sunday Times: 
“You don’t understand it either, do you? How could 
a clutch of dud mortgages somewhere in the Ameri-
can Midwest bring the mightiest financial centres  
on earth close to collapse? How could the esoteric 
practices of risk exchange [e.g., packaging, selling 
and reselling questionable mortgages] sabotage 
what was just six months ago, two smoothly per-
forming capitalist economies? . . . Economics is still 
a mystery wrapped in an enigma” (Sept. 21, 2008). 

Dan Atkinson, economics editor of The Mail on 
Sunday, explained that “the [financial] convulsions 
that began in August 2007 and have shaken us 
more violently since have been concentrated in the 
so-called Anglo-Saxon economies—chiefly Britain 
and the United States” (Sept. 21, 2008). 

He further pointed out that “Britain, America and, 
to a lesser extent, Australia, New Zealand, Ireland and 
others have become addicted to debt. This addiction 
has been fed by a financial services industry bloated 
to many times its natural size, and itself, in need of 
huge amounts of borrowed money. 

“[London] and Wall Street, having asset-stripped 
domestic industry, set about lending consumers 

the money to buy imported goods that we no lon-
ger make. In a final twist, the money is often bor-
rowed from the same countries, such as China, 
that are selling us the goods . . . In return for their 
goods, China and other developing economies have  
taken vast amounts of [British pound] sterling and 
dollar-dominated paper—shares whose value they  
naturally wish to see preserved.” 

So far, the United States government has executed 
several major bailouts of very large, very prominent 
financial institutions whose projected demise threat-
ened a major recession and possibly even a 1930s-
style meltdown and depression. When the dust 

settles, it likely will constitute the 
biggest government takeover of pri-
vate enterprise in American history. 
The scale and swiftness of govern-
ment intervention is unprecedented 
since the 1930s. 

These massive economic bail-
outs should provide some much-
needed breathing space and 
hopefully restore confidence in the 
financial system. Yet they likely will 
not prevent a recession entailing 
perhaps many more job losses, 
further falls in house prices and 
a general economic slowdown in 

America and other Western countries. 
Why are our Anglo-Saxon nations in such a quan-

dary on so many fronts? Why does the leader of the 
United States face so many daunting challenges? 
One particular booklet explains important though 
little-understood biblical and historical background 
and tells us where the country is inevitably headed 
if it fails to institute major moral course corrections. 
Request or download our free booklet The United 
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy. (Sources: The 
Mail on Sunday, The Sunday Times [both London], 
Foreign Affairs.)

Massive domestic and international  
challenges confront the next president 

Why human  
governments 
don’t and won’t last

Why don’t human governments last? They 
always run their course and leaders are 

replaced by other human beings. 
To understand governments, you must under-

stand the God who allows them. God places 
human beings in office as He sees fit. The Baby-
lonian King Nebuchadnezzar grew arrogant and it 
cost him his kingdom for seven years. God let him 
lose his mind until he learned who had placed him 
in office (Daniel 4:30-37). 

Jesus Christ warned against the typical style 

of governance among the nations in His day. Rul-
ers assumed they were entitled to their positions, 
and they loved to dominate and control others 
(Matthew 20:25). 

When King Solomon was made ruler over Israel, 
he asked God to help him rule with godly wisdom. 
God was pleased with his attitude and blessed 
him beyond his wildest dreams (2 Chronicles 1). 

At His return, Jesus will replace all human gov-
ernments (Daniel 2:44; Revelation 11:15). Simply 
put, human beings are deficient. Without God’s 
Spirit, human beings are incapable of governing 
well. Human nature is incurable (Jeremiah 17:9). 
This is why human governments cannot last and 
why Christ will come to reign over mankind in 
perfect righteousness, mercy and humility (Isaiah 
11:1-5; Micah 6:8).

Stress and anxiety 
afflict U.S. citizens

Some in the United States are suffering from 
acute anxiety attacks and other forms of 

worry because of the recent financial setbacks. 
As USA Today reported: “As a nation, we are 
emotionally struggling to digest each day’s 
dour economic news. Home foreclosures are 
at record highs. The stock market is gyrating. 
Retirement and college savings plans that fami-
lies have spent decades building are crumbling” 
(Sept. 25, 2008). 

This financial crisis has hurt citizens across 
the country, affecting executives, employers, 

employees, parents and children. Marriages 
are under greater stress as husbands and 
wives argue over how to best cope with the dif-
ficulties. Financial planners, executive consul-
tants, employee counselors, psychologists and 
psychiatrists are overwhelmed with telephone 
calls asking what to do and how to react. One 
can quickly overreact, making unwise decisions 
based solely on emotion, or suffer from action 
paralysis and do absolutely nothing. Extremes 
are usually poor options. 

One lady simply said: “I just put it in God’s 
hands. I go to bed praying each night that 
things will someday get better” (ibid.). That’s 
a very good start! Also, in an era in which one 
may purchase any of countless self-help books 
we strongly recommend that readers consult 
the best such book ever published. The Bible 
gives all kinds of important tips and principles 
about how to cope with adversity. (Source: 
USA Today.)

“i go to bed praying each night that 
things will someday get better.”
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So much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and dangerous trends taking us? What 
does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You’re probably very concerned with the direction the world is heading. So 
are we. That’s why we’ve created the World News & Prophecy Web site—to help you understand the news in the light 
of Bible prophecy. This eye-opening site offers you a perspective you won’t find anywhere else—the perspective of 
God’s Word, the Bible. Visit us at www.wnponline.org today!
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China’s growing  
naval ambitions

The Chinese would well understand the follow-
ing summary statement in a report by Strat-

for Today (Aug. 5, 2008). It said: “The geographic 
position of the United States, situated comfortably 
between the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans, is a 
critical dynamic in its fundamental security, and 
U.S. naval dominance in the world’s oceans is a key 
dynamic of the international system.” 

A recent feature article in the September 2008 
issue of Le Monde diplomatique stated: “Five hun-
dred years ago the obvious contender for dominance 
of the world’s oceans was the Chinese imperial 
exploration fleet, which was technologically centu-
ries ahead of all its rivals. But the emperor decided 
to turn the nation’s back on the sea. The Chinese will 
not make the same mistake twice.” 

China is now the world’s second-largest oil 
importer. It seeks to protect its energy corridors by 
sea. It seeks free access to vast areas of Southeast 
Asian sea lanes far beyond the Indochinese penin-
sula. In short the Chinese want “a second chance at 
command of the oceans” (ibid.). 

The U.S. Seventh Fleet is worried by Chinese naval 
challenges. According to Le Monde diplomatique, 

“The Chinese fleet is reported to have five fast-attack 
nuclear powered submarines (SSNs) and one bal-
listic submarine (SLBN) reputed to carry between 12 
and 16 nuclear missiles with a range of 3,500 km. It 
has 30 diesel-electric submarines and more than 20 
other submersibles are under construction.” 

The Seventh Fleet fears that the Chinese subma-
rine fleet will be in a position to challenge or even 
exceed the number of U.S. ships in the Pacific Ocean 
as early as the year 2020. While it is currently far 
from matching or surpassing U.S. naval power, China 
has a much longer history and the historic patience 
to pursue a long-term strategy with the view to even-
tually surpassing American dominance of the sea. 
(Sources: Stratfor Today, Le Monde diplomatique.)

india and China: the 
diplomatic conflict

What may help America in countering Chi-
nese ambitions, at least temporarily, is the 

current diplomatic conflict between China and 
India. David Blair, covering Chinese affairs for 
London’s Daily Telegraph, recently wrote, “India, 
revitalized and self-confident, 
sees itself as a barrier to the vault-
ing ambition of its age-old rival 
[China]” (The Sunday Telegraph, 
Sept. 14, 2008). 

Advantageous for New Delhi 
is that “India sits like an ancient 
aircraft carrier across Chinese 
shipping lanes.” According to The 
Telegraph, “The two giant powers 
are long-standing rivals who share 
a disputed 2,100-mile border and 
are waging a diplomatic struggle for influence in 
Asia. They fought a border war in 1962, which 
ended in victory for China and left Beijing in con-

trol of 16,500 square miles of territory claimed by 
India” (Sept. 16, 2008). 

China has a potential Achilles’ heel in the Strait 
of Malacca, the shipping lanes that may be the 
site for a future military conflict between India and 
the Chinese republic. In contrast, India worries 
that Chinese courting of Pakistan and Myanmar 
will lead to the encirclement of the subcontinent 
nation. The United States is cooperating with and 

supporting India, as the 
two countries have obvi-
ous mutual interests in 
countering and contain-
ing Chinese ambitions. 

David Blair concluded 
in another of his Tele-
graph articles that “China 
and India, which together 
comprise almost 40% of 
the world’s population, 
harbour a longstand-

ing rivalry which could shake the world in future 
decades” (Sept. 16, 2008). (Sources: The Sunday 
Telegraph [London], Telegraph.co.uk.)

america and amorality

Far too many Americans have chosen a path of make-
it-up-as-you-go morality or even amorality. Amoral-

ity admits no moral distinctions or judgments and lacks 
moral sensibility, not caring about right and wrong. 

A new study by the Barna Group (“Young Adults 
and Liberals Struggle With Morality,” Aug. 25, 2008) 
shows that Americans have “redefined what it means 
to do the right thing in their own lives.” Researchers 
asked adults which behaviors they had engaged in 
during a one-week period. Behaviors listed included 
pornography, profanity, gambling, gossiping, sex out-
side of marriage, retaliation, getting drunk and lying. 

The study found that a majority of adults had engaged 
in one or more of these behaviors. Nearly three in 10 had 
used profanity in public; nearly one in five had gambled 
or intentionally viewed pornographic images. About one 
in 10 had gossiped, gotten drunk, lied, had extramarital 
sex or engaged in some form of retaliation.

It also found that “one of the most stunning out-
comes . . . was the moral pattern among adults under 
25. The younger generation was more than twice as 
likely as all other adults to engage in behaviors consid-
ered morally inappropriate by traditional standards.” 

For example, almost two in three in this group had 
used profanity publicly, almost two in five had lied or 
engaged in sex outside of marriage, a third had viewed 
pornography, and one in four had gotten drunk. 

Not surprisingly, adults who described themselves 
as liberal on sociopolitical issues were twice as likely 
as those who described themselves as conservative 
to engage in these activities. Atheists and agnostics 
were about five times more likely to participate in 
these behaviors than those who identified themselves 
as evangelical Christians.

As Americans depend less and less on the Bible for 
their source of moral judgment, they become their own 
independent judges of what is right and wrong. George 
Barna believes that “it is not likely that America will 
return to a more traditional moral code until the nation 
experiences significant pain from its moral choices.” 

America’s founders relied on the Bible as their 
guide. Read their history and you will consistently find 
that God and the Bible were often mentioned in mat-
ters of state. But times have changed, affluence has 
turned our heads, and we follow in the footsteps of 
ancient Israel during the period of the judges: “Every-
one did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 
21:25). Forget God and God says He’ll forget us (Deu-
teronomy 8:19-20). To better understand what this 
all means, request or download our free booklet The 
United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy. (Source: 
The Barna Group.)
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Australia’s Identity Crisis:  
a Foretaste of What’s to Come?
Australia’s new Labor government is committed to greater ties with Asia, while increased 
immigration from the Asian continent is rapidly changing demographics in the country.  
What do these trends mean for Australia’s future and the future of the West?

t was the Australians who first realized 
the enormity of the geopolitical seismic 
shift.

Less than three weeks after the 
1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Australia’s Prime Minister John Curtin 
proclaimed, “Without any inhibitions of 
any kind I make it quite clear that Australia 
looks to America, free of any pangs as to 
our traditional links or kinship with the 
United Kingdom.” 

After more than 150 years of being 
closely associated with the British Empire, 
the world’s primary superpower prior to the 
two world wars, Australians realized that the 
Empire could no longer defend them and 
that a closer relationship with the United 
States was called for. The Japanese were 
advancing quickly down through Southeast 
Asia and posed a major threat to Australia. 
In the immediate years ahead Australia, 
together with the United States and Britain, 
would be fighting for survival against the 
Axis powers. In late 1941 the end result was 
far from a foregone conclusion.

Following World War II, Australia 
remained a committed and loyal friend of 
the United States, sending troops to Korea, 
Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan to fight 
alongside Americans.

But today Australians sense another 
seismic shift in the global power structure. 
Just as Britain was economically drained 
at the end of two world wars, so is the 
United States from fighting a long and 
expensive war on terror centered on Iraq 
and Afghanistan. American power in the 
Pacific is diminished and its future looks 
decidedly uncertain. A harbinger of the 
military change has been the massive shift 
in global trade and finance that has already 
impacted Australia greatly.

Until the 1960s Australia was tied into 
the British Empire’s trading system, which 
gave imperial preferences to the former 
dominions of the empire—Australia, 

New Zealand, Canada and South Africa. 
Their agricultural and commodity exports 
entered the big British market free of 
import duties. These countries had their 
currencies tied to the British pound in what 
was called the sterling area. They also 
cooperated on defense matters. 

Together with Britain itself, they made 
up the prophesied “company of nations” or 
“multitude of nations” descended from the 
biblical patriarch Joseph (Genesis 35:11; 
48:19). They preceded the United States as 
the world’s preeminent power (verse 20). 

In 1971 Britain’s parliament voted to 
turn her back on these nations by joining 
what is now the European Union. The four 
nations suddenly had to look elsewhere for 
customers to buy their goods.

I was reminded of all this in Perth, West-
ern Australia, while watching a demonstra-
tion of sheep shearing. The shearer was 
telling us that all the wool they were shear-
ing was destined for China. Fifty years ago 
it would have been Britain.  

While on this recent visit to Australia, 
I read that China bought a majority stake 
in a major mine operating in Western Aus-
tralia. Increasing investment from Asia 
and trade with the continent are leading 
Australia inexorably toward closer ties with 
the world’s biggest continent. Asian immi-
grants make up well over half of the people 
currently moving into Australia, which is 
leading to profound demographic changes.

Yet Australia remains a Western country 
in an Asian sea. It is not Asian—not yet 
anyway.

A significant change of direction ahead

The new Labor government of Prime 

Minister Kevin Rudd is set on increasing 
Asian ties. The prime minister, who is flu-
ent in Mandarin Chinese, sees Australia’s 
future as lying with Asia. By encouraging 
Asian investment and immigration, Austra-
lia will inevitably become more Asian. 

In his second administration he promises 

to sever the last remaining formal link with 
the United Kingdom, the direct tie with the 
crown. Queen Elizabeth II has been queen 
of Australia for more than half the nation’s 
history as an independent country. Under 
a second Rudd government, she would be 
replaced by a figurehead president. (Aus-
tralia would still retain the parliamentary 
system.) 

To many people, this may seem a minor 
change of no real significance. How 
could an elderly lady who lives 11,000 
miles away from Australia possibly be of 
any importance to the country? Besides, 
increasing ties with Asia is what matters 
now, as economic ties to the north are the 
primary business focus.

During my visit to Australia, a friend 
took me to the Australian capital city of 
Canberra. It was my second time there. 

On my first visit I had gone to see the 
War Memorial and Museum, prompting a 
Good News article on Australia’s great mil-
itary role as a major contributor to the wars 
that both Britain and the United States 
had fought. Both nations should be truly 
thankful for the help they have repeatedly 
received from their ally “down under.” 
Even today, Australia remains America’s 
policeman in the South Pacific, taking care 
of Western interests over a vast area. This 
is quite an accomplishment for a nation of 
only 20 million people.

Many of Australia’s new immigrants do not identify with 
the West in general, let alone with Australia’s historic 
partners, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

I
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On my second visit to Canberra, I chose 
to visit both the Old and the New Parlia-
ment House. The Old Parliament building 
was opened in 1927 by the queen’s father; 
the New was opened by her in 1988. It’s 
often forgotten that Australia is quite a new 
country. The present Commonwealth of 
Australia was established a little more than 
a century ago, in January 1901, when six 
colonies united to form a new federation, 
the second dominion of the British Empire. 

At the time, Australians chose to take 
what they considered the best from both 
the British and the American systems of 
government, with an elected Senate (unlike 
the United Kingdom or Canada), and com-
plete religious freedom with separation of 
church and state, while maintaining loyalty 
to the crown as a counterbalance to politi-
cal power and a more effective guarantor 
of political stability and national unity.

In a parliamentary democracy, the prime 
minister can do just about anything he 
wants if he has the backing of the majority 
of members of parliament. Only the crown 
effectively limits his power by removing 
the possibility of a dictatorship. The sys-
tem evolved in Britain during the upheav-
als of the 17th century. It has worked well 

for many nations, giving them unparalleled 
periods of political stability. 

Our guide explained how intricately 
woven the three branches of government 
are—the House of Representatives, the 
Senate and the crown. As he explained 
the political system I considered how 
any change to the constitution will be 
problematic. 

Prior to our visit, my friend, who has 
supported the idea of an Australian repub-
lic since Britain turned her back on the 
country 37 years ago, summed up Aus-
tralia’s dilemma: “We’ve already got the 
best system of government in the world; 
somehow we republicans have got to come 
up with something even better.” 

The pro-republic British magazine The 
Economist put it well a few years ago 
when it warned that such a change would 
inevitably lead to 10 years of political 
instability as the ripple effects worked their 
way through the Australian constitution.

Such a change would be no easier than 
if America went about switching to a par-
liamentary system, a change I heard advo-
cated recently by Mortimer Zuckerman, 
publisher of U.S. News and World Report.  

But such a change in Australia still 

seems likely due to the growing ties with 
Asia, resentment against Britain and 
changing demographics.

When Elizabeth II became queen of 
Australia in 1952, the country had a popula-
tion of about 8 million, most of whom were 
descendants of British and Irish settlers. The 
population has increased since then by more 
than 150 percent. Most of that increase 
initially came from Europe (including the 
British Isles), but since the “White Austra-
lia” policy was ended by the government 
of Prime Minister Gough Whitlam in 1972, 
growth has come from Asia and the Middle 
East. More recently, large numbers have 
been admitted from Africa. 

Many of these new immigrants do not 
identify with the West in general, let alone 
with Australia’s historic partners, the 
United Kingdom and the United States. 
Many would also be unaware of how Aus-
tralia’s system of government has given 
the nation unprecedented stability, which 
their own homelands have lacked. 

The constitution continues to work 
well. Many ask, “If it ain’t broke, why fix 
it?” The desire to change it is driven by 
emotion, including anger at Britain over 
abandoning Australia and also bitterness 
in the Labor Party over the dismissal of 
the Whitlam government in 1975 by the 
queen’s representative in Australia, the 
governor-general.

A question of identity

During my visit to Australia, I was 
struck by the contrast in attitudes between 
Australia and Canada, one of the other  
former British dominions. 

During the queen’s last visit to the coun-
try more than two years ago, an opinion 
poll in Canada showed support for the 
monarchy as high as 92 percent (outside of 
French-speaking Quebec). Loyalty to the 
crown was the primary reason for Canada 
existing in the first place. Loyalists who 
did not want to remain in the United States 
after it broke away from Britain moved 
to Canada and later formed the first inde-
pendent dominion. Living next door to 
the American giant, Canadians no doubt 
still value their separate identity, which 
embraces the crown.

At first it would seem that Australians 
need to similarly preserve their identity in 
the face of Asian encroachment. However, 
unlike Canadians, Australians inhabit an iS
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Major demographic changes are now taking place in the United States, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Increased immigration from 
third world nations is transforming their culture and historic ties to each other. 



16     The Good News

island/continent. Psychologically perhaps, 
they do not feel their identity is quite as 
threatened. But it is inconceivable that 
their national identity will not change  
significantly as they become more Asian.

No doubt aware of this, the Catholic 
archbishop of Sydney, George Pell, during 
the July visit of Pope Benedict XVI, called 
on Australians to “populate or perish.” 
“No Western country is producing enough 
babies to keep the population stable, no 
Western country,” he said (Sydney Morning 
Herald, July 15, 2008).

Ironically, Roman Catholics now have 
far greater power and influence in Austra-
lia than at any time in the past. In the 1947 
census Anglicans numbered 3 million, with 
Roman Catholics just over half that. An 
additional 2 million identified themselves 
as Protestants of other denominations, giv-
ing Protestants a considerable lead over 
Roman Catholics. 

Today those figures are different, likely 
to be further exacerbated following an 
expected split in the Anglican Church over 
the acceptance of gay priests. The Roman 
Catholic Church is now the biggest single 
denomination in Australia, with 26 percent 
of the population claiming membership. 

The change in spiritual demographics 
is a contributory factor to the pro-republic 
movement, as many Catholics are of Irish 
descent. There is also resentment over the 
fact that the monarch must be a Protestant. 
Pope Benedict’s reception was reminiscent 
of the queen’s reception in 1954, reflect-
ing the demographic change that has taken 
place in the intervening years. 

Demographics changing the face  
of Western nations

Similar demographic changes are now 
taking place in the United Kingdom, the 
United States, Canada and New Zealand. 
The once dominant Protestant majority of 
each country is fast becoming a minority, 
with the Church of Rome increasing in 
adherents partly through members having 
a higher birthrate. 

At the same time, all these countries 
are going through major ethnic changes 
with increased immigration from the third 
world. Prior to changes in immigration law 
in 1965, almost 90 percent of the U.S. pop-
ulation was of European descent. Today 
that figure is down to less than two thirds 
and is still dropping.

News reports recently noted that the 

U.S. population has passed 300 million, 
more than a third of which are minorities. 
Demographic projections now indicate 
that the majority will become the minority 
by 2042. This will surely have a signifi-
cant impact on the country and its foreign 
policy. As the majority whites become a 
minority in each of the nations descended 
from Joseph, the bonds between these 
countries will inevitably lessen.

Internally there will be greater discord. 
Recently, CNN International broadcast 
highlights of the Democratic party conven-
tion around the world with a banner head-
line that read: “Most diverse Democratic 
convention ever.” Another subheading 
followed on the screen: “Diversity can lead 
to tension.” 

Ironically, as this particular news item 
was being covered, Senator Edward Ken-
nedy was on stage. Kennedy was behind 
the 1965 change in immigration law that 
has led to profound demographic changes. 
At the time he said that Americans would 
not be inundated with immigrants or notice 
any difference in the composition of the 
country’s population.

These changes may seem unimportant. 
But consider that religious freedom came 
about first in the English-speaking coun-
tries through the Protestant Reformation 
and the proliferation of Protestant sects. 
Not until the primacy of the English-
speaking nations was secured in the middle 
of the 18th century was religious freedom 
itself secure. 

And as touched on earlier, Australians 
and Canadians, together with their cousins 
in Britain and New Zealand, have a deeper 
identity that is totally hidden from most 
people. That is their biblical identity as 
descendants of Ephraim, one of the two 
children of the patriarch Joseph. 

Joseph’s father Jacob (or Israel) gave his 
grandsons a pronounced blessing, foretell-
ing that Ephraim would be a great “multi-
tude of nations” and Manasseh his brother 
a great nation (Genesis 48:19). To fulfill 
this prophecy, Manasseh’s descendants 
had to break away from the British Empire 
(from which would spring the “multitude of 
nations”), subsequently forming the United 
States of America (the “great” nation). 

The other nations remained united by 
a common loyalty to the crown. You can 
read more about this in our free booklet 
The United States and Britain in Bible 
Prophecy. Severing the tie with the crown 

is a symbolic act showing Ephraim losing 
its domination of Australia.

Two power blocs foretold

The rising influence in Australia of the 
Catholic Church and that of Asia may 
seem mutually exclusive, but they really 
aren’t. 

The Bible shows that in the years prior 
to the second coming of the Messiah and 
the establishment of the Kingdom of God 
we will see the development of two domi-
nant power blocs on the world stage, one 
centered in Europe and one on the Asian 
continent. The revived Roman Empire in 
Europe will initially involve the Roman 
church and is also prophesied to be a great 
universal commercial empire. You can  
read about this in chapters 17 and 18 of  
the book of Revelation.

In turn, this empire will clash with an 
army of 200 million that comes from the 
east, likely comprising military forces 
from a number of different Asian countries 
working together. You can read about this 
in Revelation 9:13-16. 

Australia could be affected by both of 
these new superpowers.

It’s been more than two centuries since 
the first British settlement was established 
in Australia and more than one century 
since the six Australian colonies united to 
form the present Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia. During this time they have enjoyed 
one of the longest periods of political sta-
bility of any nation on earth. Now it seems 
the course of the nation is about to be fun-
damentally altered, giving birth to a new 
republic no longer bound to the country’s 
historical ties to Britain and the United 
States, but instead looking outward into  
an uncertain future.  GN
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look at the financial news reveals 
a world full of economic dif-
ficulties. Most of us are—or will 
be—affected in some way. 

A growing crisis in U.S. financial mar-
kets led the presidential administration to 
propose and Congress to pass a $700 bil-
lion intervention to prevent an economic 
meltdown. On Sept. 19, 2008, President 
George W. Bush warned: “This is a pivotal 
moment for America’s economy . . . Given 
the precarious state of today’s financial 
markets . . . government intervention is  
not only warranted, it is essential.” 

When such difficulties arise, it’s good to 
review biblical principles. Let’s examine 

aspects of Scripture, history and prophecy  
that can help us gain some proper perspective. 

Greed: the root of the crisis

The magazine BusinessWeek stated: 
“What brought down the markets? Bad 
choices, greed—and never learning from 
past mistakes” (Paul Barrett, “Wall Street 
Staggers,” Sept. 17, 2008, online edition). 

The Bible describes greed as a sin and 
talks about what happens when it takes over. 
It’s well summarized in the famous quote 
from the movie Wall Street where the lead 
character Gordon Gekko says: “Greed is 
right. Greed works. Greed clarifies, cuts 
through, and captures the essence of the 
evolutionary spirit. Greed is good.” 

This fictional person was based in part  
on the financier Ivan Boesky, who once  
said in a university commencement address:  
“I think greed is healthy. You can be greedy 
and still feel good about yourself.” A few 
months later he ended up in jail for insider 
trading, paying a $100 million fine and 
banned from the stock market. 

Jesus warned about greed—the lust for 
money or other things—in Luke 12:15: 
“Watch out and guard yourselves from 
every kind of greed; because a person’s true 

life is not made up of the things he owns,  
no matter how rich he may be” (Today’s 
English Version). 

The Bible also says: “People who want to 
be rich fall into all sorts of temptations and 
traps. They are caught by foolish and harm-
ful desires that drag them down and destroy 
them. The love of money causes all kinds 
of trouble. Some people want money so 
much that they have given up their faith and 
caused themselves a lot of pain” (1 Timothy 
6:6-10, Contemporary English Version). 
Sadly, in today’s interconnected world, the 
greed of many can lead to financial pain  
for everyone.    

Let’s divide this complex topic into three 

parts to try to clarify some of the confusion. 

Why do things like this happen? 

Simply put, from time to time the finan-
cial world falls victim to unbridled greed—
the unchecked lust to make money in spite 
of great risks. True perspective is lost, as 
when a gambler on a roll thinks his luck will 
last forever. Eventually his luck runs out. 

Psychologist Erich Fromm warned, 
“Greed is a bottomless pit which exhausts 
the person in an endless effort to satisfy the 
need without ever reaching satisfaction.” 

The Roman poet Aurelius Clemens Pru-
dentius said around 1,600 years ago, “Hun-
ger for gold is made greater as more gold is 
acquired.” His words are just as true today. 

A Sept. 18, 2008, article in The Washing-
ton Post, “Scrambling to Clean up a Category 
4 Financial Storm,” provided an overview  
of the nation’s complex financial crisis: 

“What is really going on, at the most fun-
damental level, is that the United States is 
in the process of being forced by its foreign 
creditors to begin living within its means 
. . . For most of the past decade, foreigners 
seemed only too willing to provide U.S. 
households, corporations and governments 
all the cheap money they wanted—and 

Americans were only too happy to take 
them up on their offer. 

“The cheap money was used by house-
holds to buy houses, cars and college 
educations, along with more health care, 
extra vacations and all manner of consumer 
goods. Governments used the cheap money 
to pay for services and benefits that citizens 
were not willing to pay for with higher 
taxes. And corporations and investment 
vehicles—hedge funds, private-equity  
funds and real estate investment trusts—
used the cheap financing to buy real estate 
and other companies. 

“Two important things happened as a 
result of the availability of all this cheap 
credit. The first was that the price of resi-
dential and commercial real estate, corpo-
rate takeover targets and the stock of tech-
nology companies began to rise. The faster 
they rose, the more that investors were 
interested in buying, driving the prices even 
higher . . . Before long, these markets could 
best be characterized as classic bubbles . . . 

“Suddenly, in early 2007, something 
important happened: Foreigners began to 
lose their appetite for financing much of 
this activity . . . What should have hap-
pened at that point was that the interest 
rate on those loans should have increased, 
demand for that kind of borrowing should 
have decreased, the price of real estate and 
corporate stocks should have leveled off, 
takeover activity should have slowed and 
companies should have begun to cut back 
on expansion. 

“Mostly, however, that didn’t happen. 
Instead, the Wall Street banks that originally 
made these loans before selling them off in 
pieces decided to try to keep the good times 
rolling—and, significantly, keep the lucra-
tive underwriting fees pouring in. Some 
used their own ‘AAA’ credit ratings to bor-
row more money and keep the loans on  
their own balance sheets or those of ‘struc-
tured investment vehicles’ they created to 
hide these new liabilities from regulators 
and investors. 

“Others went back to the foreigners 
and offered to insure those now-unwanted 
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takeover loans and asset-backed securities 
against credit losses . . . 

“As a result, when the inevitable crash 
finally came, it wasn’t only those unsuspect-
ing foreigners who bought those leveraged 
loans and asset-backed securities who 
wound up taking the hit. It was also their 
creators—Bear Stearns, Merrill Lynch, Citi-
group, Lehman Brothers, AIG and others 
—who made the mistake of doubling-down 
on their credit risk at the very moment they 
should have been cutting back.  

“We are now nearing the end of the rocky 
process of uncovering the full extent of the 
credit losses of the major Wall Street banks 
and hedge funds. But . . . the markets have 
only just begun to force some financial dis-
cipline on the majority of U.S. households 
that relied on borrowed money to maintain 
their lifestyles. With nobody willing to 
finance those lifestyles, there are really  
only two choices. 

“One is to turn to Uncle Sam to keep the 
economy and the financial system afloat. In 
the end, however, there is only so much the 
government can borrow and so much the 
government can do. 

“The only other choice is for Americans 
to finally put their spending in line with their 
incomes and their need for long-term sav-
ings. For any one household, that sounds 
like a good idea. But if everyone cuts back at 
roughly the same time, a recession is almost 
inevitable . . . The inevitable second round  
of this financial crisis . . . still lies ahead.”

What can we do?

We should first carefully analyze our own 
economic situation and seek sound financial 
advice (see, for example, “Coping With a 
Growing Economic Crisis,’ The Good News, 
May-June 2008, p. 14, and “Are You a Slave 
to Debt?” The Good News, July-August 
2008, p. 25).  While we can hope for the 
best, we need to be prepared for the worst. 

We also need to ask: What is our true cur-
rency, ultimately? It shouldn’t be money, 
but faith. If we are faithful to God, He will 
provide. In a period of widespread famine, 
He fed the prophet Elijah through ravens 
bringing him food for many days. God can 
intervene in many ways to provide for His 
obedient and faithful servants.

As Jesus said in Matthew 6:24-33: “No 
one can serve two masters, for either he will 
hate one and love the other, or else he will 
attach himself to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and Money . . . 
Look at the wild birds—they neither sow, 
nor reap, nor gather into barns; and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them! And are not 

you more precious than they?
“. . . Do not then ask anxiously ‘What 

can we get to eat?’ or ‘What can we get to 
drink?’ or ‘What can we get to wear?’ All 
these are the things for which the nations  
are seeking, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them all. But first seek 
his Kingdom and the righteousness that he 
requires, and then all these things shall be 
added for you” (Twentieth Century New 
Testament).

We do not want to sound like all is doom 
and gloom, that the economy can’t recover 
from its current battering. Too many people 
cry wolf at the first signs of crisis. It’s good 
to remember that there has been at least one 
recession for each decade in recent years—
roughly around 1973, 1982, 1992 and 2001. 
In any case, this should be a wake-up call 
for each of us to examine our financial  
situation and our faith. 

Economic turmoil and Bible prophecy

Furthermore, as regular readers of The 
Good News magazine understand, we 
should keep in mind the framework of end-
time prophecy whenever we consider the 
world scene. 

The fulfillment of Bible prophecy can be 
compared to riding on a roller coaster—there 
are many ups and downs with world events, 
but eventually, according to the Bible, 
humanity will reach the end of the ride. 

However, we don’t know when that will 
be. So Christ told us we have to watch 
world events (Luke 21:36), and just as fig 
leaves come out as summer nears, so when 
biblical end-time events start to happen, we 
should be ready (Matthew 24:32-34). 

Could the current financial crisis even-
tually lead to end-time events foretold in 
Scripture? No one knows, and it would 
be premature at this point to suggest this. 
Nevertheless we should carefully watch and 
analyze the long-term effect of this crisis, 
which is spreading to other countries. The 
Bible does indicate that the world will one 
day fall into great economic turmoil that 
will trigger a new world order centered in 
Europe and not the United States.

An end-time prophecy in Revelation 17:12 
speaks of “ten kings who have received no 
kingdom as yet, but they receive authority 
for one hour [a brief period] as kings with the 
beast.” Indications are that conditions will be 
so desperate and dramatic that these 10 rulers 
will give their authority to a powerful figure 
who, as head of a new global superpower, 
will bring order out of chaos. 

The political and economic system of 
these rulers and a dominant leader described 

as “the beast” is called in biblical language 
“Babylon” (Revelation 18:2). 

Why does it rise to power? In the midst of 
great turmoil, people will be desperate and 
in need of a savior figure. This leader will 
then take charge. He will share power with a 
deceiving religious leader called in Revela-
tion “the false prophet” (Revelation 19:20). 
The merchants of the earth will be pleased 
because the system will bring security and 
prosperity (Revelation 18:3).

Remember Adolf Hitler’s rise to power 
in the early 1930s? It was enabled by the 
economic depression in Germany at that 
time. Without it, there would have been no 
discontent to exploit, and Hitler probably 
would have gotten nowhere. 

And what did he do when he took over? 
He introduced his program—a fascist system 
known as national socialism (the party name 
National Socialist being abbreviated as Nazi). 
Soon Hitler began to control the nation’s 
economy and to rapidly build up its huge 
military, which gave people work. He also 
did much for the ordinary German citizen. 

Of course, the future system need not fol-
low exactly the same track, but there may  
be similarities. 

Hope during troubling times

While the Bible prophets revealed what 
is coming, they did not know exactly when 
their prophecies would transpire. So it is 
today. We know what will happen in the 
future, but not exactly when significant  
end-time events will begin. 

Also, in spite of the future difficulties 
foretold, the Bible gives us a message of 
hope. It tells us God’s people will be pro-
tected through the coming turmoil. We read 
in Revelation 3:10: “Because you have kept 
My command to persevere, I also will keep 
you from the hour of trial which shall come 
upon the whole world, to test those who 
dwell on the earth. Behold, I am coming 
quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no 
one may take your crown.” 

Yes, our protection and our ultimate cur-
rency is our faith—our trust, obedience and 
love of the truth. Those who have made 
wealth into an idol will be devastated. But 
God will provide for the faithful, and He has 
promised not to abandon us. 

Jesus Christ asked in Luke 18:8, “When 
the Son of Man comes, will He really find 
faith on the earth?” Will we remain faithful? 
Will we seek God in times like this? Let’s 
develop a strong faith! For as has been said 
of earlier difficult days, “These are the times 
that try men’s souls”—testing their spiritual 
character and faith in God.  GN 
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longsuffering and abundant in mercy and 
truth . . . You, Lord, have helped me and 
comforted me” (Psalm 86:15-17). 

In the Gospels we read that “when Jesus 
went out He saw a great multitude; and He 
was moved with compassion for them, and 
healed their sick” (Matthew 14:14). The apos-
tle James later wrote that “the Lord is very 
compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11). 

This sinning world in which we live 
inevitably creates much anxious worry in 
many people. But the apostle Peter tells us 
to exhibit true humility and trust in God in 
“casting all your care upon Him, for He 
cares for you” (1 Peter 5:6-7). God is the 
ultimate caregiver!

David beautifully expressed our Creator’s 
care and concern for you: “Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: 
who forgives all your iniquities, who heals 
all your diseases, who redeems your life 
from destruction, who crowns you with 
lovingkindness and tender mercies” (Psalm 
103:2-4). 

Summing up

One passage in the book of Ephesians 
sums up what God wants His people to 
know and understand about Him. Paul told 
the Christians he wrote to that he prayed for 
them with this in mind: “that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give to you the spirit of wisdom and revela-
tion in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of 
your understanding being enlightened; that 
you may know what is the hope of His call-
ing, what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
exceeding greatness of His power toward us 

who believe, according to the working of His 
mighty power” (Ephesians 1:17-19).

Our prayer likewise is that you will seek 
understanding of your Creator, receive what 
He reveals and experience the power of Him 
working in your life!  GN 
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Seal impression of prophet Jeremiah’s accuser found

An impression from the seal of an official in the court 
of the biblical King Zedekiah has been found during 

an archaeological excavation in Jerusalem’s ancient City 
of David area in strata dated to the time of Jerusalem’s 
destruction at the hands of the Babylonians. 

The clay impression, which likely once sealed an 
official government document, bears the name “Geda-
liah the son of Pashhur,” one of the government offi-
cials who tried to have the prophet Jeremiah executed 
for treason when Jerusalem was being threatened by 
Babylonian armies before its destruction around 587 
B.C. He is mentioned in Jeremiah 38:1-4:

“Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah the 
son of Pashhur, Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pash-
hur the son of Malchiah heard the words that Jeremiah 
had spoken to all the people . . . Therefore the princes 
said to the king, ‘Please, let this man be put to death, 
for thus he weakens the hands of the men of war who 
remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, 
by speaking such words to them. For this man does 
not seek the welfare of this people, but their harm’” 
(emphasis added).

The story in the book of Jeremiah goes on to 
describe how the biblical prophet was lowered into a 
muddy, abandoned cistern and left there to die before 
he was rescued by a different official sympathetic to 
him. Jeremiah survived the siege. The king, Zedekiah, 
didn’t fare so well. He was captured, his sons mur-
dered, and he was taken captive to Babylon where he 
later died. 

Several things are remarkable about the discovery 
of this seal impression. Perhaps most astounding is the 
fact that it is the second discovery proving the existence 
of a biblical figure mentioned in this same passage. 

Three years ago a seal impression bearing the name 
“Jehucal, son of Shelemiah, son of Shevi” was found 
a few yards away in the same excavation. This same 
Jehucal, or Jucal, is mentioned in Jeremiah 38:1 right 
after Gedaliah, as we saw quoted above, as well as in 
Jeremiah 37:3. (See “Discovery proves existence of 
another biblical figure,” The Good News, November-
December 2005, p. 26.)

Even more amazing is the fact that this is the sixth 
individual mentioned in the book of Jeremiah (not count-
ing Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar) whose existence 

has been confirmed by archaeology. 
Two seal impressions have also been found with the 

name of Jeremiah’s scribe, Baruch son of Neriah, and 
one was discovered of another Jewish government offi-
cial, Gemariah son of Shaphan, both mentioned in Jer-
emiah 36. A cuneiform tablet excavated in the ancient 
Babylonian city of Sippar early in the last century was 
recently found to bear the name of the Babylonian 
official Nebo-Sarsekim, mentioned in Jeremiah 39:3 
(see “Archaeological discovery confirms the Bible (yet 
again),” The Good News, September-October 2007,  
p. 27). And four tablets excavated in Babylon around 
the same time refer to King Jehoiachin (mentioned in 
Jeremiah 52:31-33) and his family. 

Bible critics have no answer for the remarkably accu-
rate prophecies found in the writings of biblical prophets 
like Jeremiah, so they claim that these must have been 
written long after they say they were. 

Now those critics arguing for a late date are faced 
with a huge and growing problem: How can they explain 
away the recording of the names of relatively minor gov-
ernment officials and foreign figures in those books, and 
then proof being discovered of the existence of those 
same individuals 2,600 years later—in exactly the  
specific locations the Bible describes for them? 

Clearly the author of the book of Jeremiah was 
knowledgeable of minor and specific details regarding 
the times in which he wrote. The obvious conclusion 
from these many archaeological discoveries is that this 
book was indeed authored by the prophet Jeremiah 
around the time of the Babylonian invasion of Judah just 
before Jerusalem’s destruction. The evidence is clear 
that the book of Jeremiah is describing real history as it 
unfolded at the time.

10 Things
Continued from page 7

This fingernail-sized clay seal impression 
bears the name “Gedaliah the son of Pa-
shhur,” a government official mentioned 
in the book of Jeremiah. Discovered 
only yards away from where similar seal 
impressions have been found bearing 
the names of other figures mentioned in 
the same biblical book, it is yet another 
powerful proof of the Bible’s accuracy.
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The Real Nativity Story:  
Surprising Truths You May Not Know!    
The biblical accounts of Jesus Christ’s birth present some surprising differences  
from popular ideas and traditions. Do you know the facts from the fiction?   

by John Ross Schroeder and Doug Johnson

ost of us have been brought  
up with the traditional Christ-
mas story—you know, the  
one about Jesus being born  

on Christmas day in a stable in Bethlehem 
with the shepherds and three wise men 
looking on as depicted in countless  
manger scenes. 

But is that the way it really happened? 
Most people think so, but a careful look 
at what the Bible really says reveals some 
surprising differences. Let’s examine what 
the Bible actually does say about the cir-
cumstances surrounding Christ’s birth. 

While the Gospel accounts of Matthew 
and Luke describe the true story of Jesus’ 
birth, we’ll see that they assuredly do not 
describe the Christmas story so popular  
at this time of year.

Luke’s important background

Consider first Luke, the Gospel writer 
who had the detailed mind of a physician 
and a historian. He wanted to make sure  
he presented all the pertinent facts.

Notice his preface: “Since many have 
undertaken to set down an orderly account of 
the events that have been fulfilled among us, 
just as they were handed on to us by those 
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses 
and servants of the word, I too decided, after 
investigating everything carefully from the 
very first, to write an orderly account for 
you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you 
may know the truth concerning the things 
about which you have been instructed” 
(Luke 1:1-4, New Revised Standard Version, 
emphasis added throughout).

Luke, in other words, interviewed those 
who had witnessed or were knowledgeable 
of the events of Christ’s life, and that infor-
mation was the basis for his Gospel. After 
this important introduction, Luke begins 
the true story leading to Jesus’ birth with an 
account of God’s dealings with Zacharias, 
the father of John the Baptist: 

“There was in the days of Herod, the 
king of Judea, a certain priest named 
Zacharias, of the division [or “course”] 

of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters 
of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth” 
(verse 5). Later in the account it tells us 
she was a cousin of Mary (verse 36, King 
James Version).

“And they were both righteous before 
God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But 
they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and they were both well advanced 
in years” (verses 6-7).

Zacharias’ priestly assignment or “divi-
sion” helps us to know and understand the 
general time frame of Christ’s birth. His 
was “the course of Abijah.” But what does 
this mean? 

About a thousand years earlier, King 
David had organized the Levitical priest-
hood into 24 “courses” or “divisions.” As 
explained in 1 Chronicles 24 and more 
specifically in verses 3, 10 and 19, there 
was an abundance of priests to serve in the 
various temple functions. 

Not wanting any to be left out of serving, 

David’s solution was to divide the priests 
into 24 courses. Each priest would then 
serve for a specified week-long term twice 
during the year, plus the three festival  
seasons (Deuteronomy 16:16) when all  
the priests would serve.

The question is: Do we know at what 
times of the year the course of Abijah 
served at the temple? Yes, we do. The 
determination can be made by combining 
the information in 1 Chronicles 24 with a 
study into the traditions of Judaism regard-
ing when the temple courses were carried 
out during the year.

The evidence points to Zacharias’ week 
of service described by Luke being around 
Pentecost, which generally falls in late May 
to mid-June on our calendar. Although they 
fall at specific times on God’s sacred calen-
dar, the dates of His annual Holy Days and 
festivals vary up to several weeks on the 
Roman calendar we use today. 

So it seems we can ascertain when 
Zacharias was serving in the temple. One 

M

A careful look at the Bible reveals some surprising differences 
between popular traditions and what the Bible actually says 
about the circumstances surrounding Christ’s birth.
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resource, The Companion Bible, calculates 
it to the week of June 13-19 in the deter-
mined year (1974, Appendix 179, p. 200). 

An unexpected angelic appearance

Luke’s account continues: “So it was, that 
while he was serving as priest before God 
in the order of his division, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn 
incense when he went into the temple of the 
Lord” (Luke 1:8-9).

What happened next would have been 
rather frightening to anyone. “Then an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him . . . And 
when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, 
and fear fell upon him. But the angel said 
to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for 
your prayer is heard; and your wife Eliza-
beth will bear you a son, and you shall call 
his name John’” (verses 11-13).

Then the angel explained the mission 
of Zacharias’ son-to-be, John the Baptist: 
“He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit 
from his mother’s womb . . . He will also 
go before Him [Jesus Christ, the coming 
Messiah] in the spirit and power of Elijah 
. . . to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord” (verses 15-17).

Although a righteous man, in this 
instance Zacharias was all too human and 
displayed a lack of faith in the angel Gabri-
el’s message. Because of his unbelief, he 
would not be able to speak again until his 
son John was born (verses 18-20).

Timing of Elizabeth’s and  
Mary’s conceptions

“So it was, as soon as the days of his 
service were completed, that he departed 
to his own house. Now after those days 
his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid 
herself five months” (Luke 1:23-24). Since 
Zacharias’ temple course was in mid-June, 
assuming she became pregnant within a 
couple of weeks, five months would put 
this into mid- to late November. 

The scene then shifts to the Messiah’s 
birth: “Now in the sixth month the angel 
Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Gali-
lee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed 
to a man whose name was Joseph . . . The 
angel said to her, ‘Rejoice, highly favored 
one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you 
among women” (verses 26-28).

This account clearly shows that Mary was 
a remarkable young woman of faith. Gabriel 
said to her, “And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bring forth a Son, and 
shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Highest . . . 
And He will reign over the house of Jacob 

[Israel] forever” (verses 31-33).
Mary, since she was a virgin, then asked 

the obvious question. The answer came 
back: “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Highest will 
overshadow you” (verse 35). 

Gabriel emphasized God’s miracle-
working power: “Now indeed, Elizabeth, 
your relative [cousin, KJV] has also con-
ceived a son in her old age; and this is now 
the sixth month for her who was called  
barren. For with God nothing will be 
impossible” (verses 36-37).

Mary and Elizabeth

So a little more time has elapsed. It is 
now Elizabeth’s sixth month, perhaps late 
December or a little beyond. “Now Mary 
arose in those days [the same basic time 
frame] and went into the hill country with 
haste, to a city of Judah, and entered the 
house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 
And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in 
her womb” (verses 39-41).

Elizabeth at this time was in her sixth 
month of pregnancy with John the Baptist. 
It would not be a stretch to understand 
from the previous passage that Mary was 
now also pregnant with Jesus. Elizabeth 
even speaks of Mary as though she knows 
Mary is an expectant mother: “But why is 
this granted to me, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me? For indeed, as 
soon as the voice of your greeting sounded 
in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb 
for joy” (verses 43-44).

Verse 56 says, “And Mary remained with 
her about three months, and returned to her 
house.” Timewise it was now late March. 
Mary stayed with Elizabeth right to the 
birth of John the Baptist. “Now Elizabeth’s 
full time came for her to be delivered, and 
she brought forth a son” (verse 57).

We see, then, that Mary was prob-
ably three months pregnant when John 
was born. John was probably born in late 
March or early April. So when was Jesus 
Christ born? Six months later would be 
late September or early October—in the 
autumn of the year, not in the dead of win-
ter, as so many today mistakenly assume.

The evidence of the Roman census

Can we find other biblical evidence that 
Jesus was born in the autumn rather than  
in winter? Indeed we can. 

Continuing in Luke’s account: “And it 
came to pass in those days that a decree 
went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered” (Luke 

2:1). “All the world” in this context would 
mean all the areas under Roman rule. “This 
census took place while Quirinius was gov-
erning Syria. So all went to be registered, 
everyone to his own city” (verses 2-3).

What kind of people were the Romans 
when it came to order and efficiency? 
They built bridges, roads and buildings 
that in some cases are still in use to this 
day, 2,000 years later. Their roads were 
marvels of engineering. They constructed 
great waterworks and sewage systems. 
Even today, our city planning owes a great 
deal to the Romans. Even much of mod-
ern government and military organization 
is copied from the Romans. They were 
masters of organization and structure. 

Would the Romans, then, have ordered 
a census in the dead of winter? Of course 
not. This would have defeated the whole 
purpose! In winter, temperatures drop 
below freezing around Jerusalem, and the 
roads would have been muddy and wet 
with cold rains and occasional snow. It 
would’ve been a terrible time to travel, 
especially for a wife nearing her delivery. 

One author states that this census “could 
hardly have been at that season [winter], 
however, for such a time would surely not 
have been chosen by the authorities for a 
public enrollment, which necessitated the 
population’s traveling from all parts to 
their natal districts, storms and rain mak-
ing journeys both unsafe and unpleasant in 
winter, except in specially favorable years. 
Snow is not at all uncommon at Jerusalem 
in the winter months, and I have known it 
so deep that people lost their way outside 
the gates” (Cunningham Geikie, “Christ-
mas at Bethlehem,” Edward Deems, editor, 
Holy-Days and Holidays, 1968, p. 405). 

No rational Roman official would have 
scheduled a census in winter. For an agrar-
ian society such as that of first-century 
Judea, a census in the autumn, when the 
crops would’ve been safely gathered in, 
would have made much more sense.

Why was there no room  
in Bethlehem?

Picking up our story in Luke again, we 
find other biblical evidence for the true 
timing of Jesus Christ’s birth.

“Joseph also went up from Galilee, out 
of the city of Nazareth . . . because he was 
of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, 
who was with child. So it was, that while 
they were there, the days were completed 
for her to be delivered” (verses 4-6). 

We don’t know how far ahead of time 
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they traveled, nor how long they were there 
for the census. The essential point is that 
the most important human birth in all his-
tory took place under these circumstances. 

“And she brought forth her firstborn 
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloth, 
and laid Him in a manger [margin, feed 
trough], because there was no room for 
them in the inn” (verse 7).

But why was there no room for Joseph and 
Mary in Bethlehem? We learn a great deal 
from understanding the culture of the time.

If we have judged the time frame cor-
rectly based on John being conceived 
shortly after the time of the first term of 
Abijah around Pentecost, and his birth 
following nine months later, followed by 
Jesus’ birth six months after that in late 
September or possibly early October, was 
something else happening at that particu-
lar time of the year that would’ve created 
crowded conditions in Bethlehem?

Indeed there was. Late September and 
early October is the autumn festival season 
on God’s calendar, one of the three times 
in the year when families would travel to 
Jerusalem to observe God’s Holy Days 
(see Deuteronomy 16:16). With the Jews 
of Israel still obeying this command, even 
today it is difficult to find a hotel room in 
Jerusalem at this time of year!

The population of Jerusalem swelled 
several times over to overflowing at this 
time. This affected nearby towns such as 
Bethlehem, a few miles south of Jerusa-
lem. Because of this huge influx of people, 
every house was filled. Joseph and Mary 
did find a place in what was normally used 
to shelter animals. It certainly wouldn’t 
have been first class, but likely they were 
thankful to have even that. 

The shepherds and their flocks

Continuing in Luke’s account, we find 
further proof that Jesus wasn’t born in winter. 
Verse 8 tells us, “Now there were in the same 
country shepherds living out in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night.” 

This likewise shows that these events 
did not take place in winter. The com-
mon practice of shepherds was to keep 
their flocks in the open fields from April 
to October, but in the cold and wet winter 
months they took their flocks back home 
and sheltered them.

The Interpreter’s One-Volume Com-
mentary (1971) says this passage argues 
“against the birth [of Christ] occurring on 
Dec. 25 since the weather would not have 
permitted” shepherds watching over their 
flocks in the fields at night.

Adam Clarke’s Commentary explains 
that, “as these shepherds had not yet 
brought home their flocks, it is a presump-
tive argument that October had not yet 
commenced, and that, consequently,  
our Lord was not born on the 25th of 
December, when no flocks were out in  
the fields; nor could He have been born 
later than September, as the flocks were 
still in the fields by night. On this very 
ground the nativity in December should 
be given up. The feeding of the flocks by 
night in the fields is a chronological fact, 
which casts considerable light upon this 
disputed point.” 

Again, the evidence in Luke points to  
a late September birth. 

The shepherds come to see Jesus

Continuing the story in Luke 2:10-17: 
“Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which will be to all 
people. For there is born to you this day  
in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign 
to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in 

swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.’
“. . . And they came with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in 
a manger. Now when they had seen Him, 
they made widely known the saying which 
was told them concerning this Child.”

We might notice that only the shepherds 
arrive in time to see Jesus in the manger. 
The wise men, as we will see, didn’t arrive 
on the scene until later.

“And when eight days were completed 
for the circumcision of the Child, His 
name was called Jesus, the name given by 
the angel before He was conceived in the 
womb. Now when the days of her purifica-
tion according to the law of Moses were 
completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem 
to present Him to the Lord (as it is written 
in the law of the Lord, ‘Every male who 
opens the womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord’), and to offer a sacrifice . . . a pair  
of turtledoves or two young pigeons” 
(Luke 2:21-24; compare Exodus 13:2).

This was called “redeeming the first-
born.” Leviticus 12:2-3, 6 tells us that this 
ceremony occurred 40 days after the birth 
of a son. So if Christ was born in late Sep-

How the Christmas Date Was Set

Gerard and Patricia Del Re explain the evolution of Dec. 25 becoming an official Roman celebra-
tion: “Saturnalia and the kalends [new moon] were the [pagan] celebrations most familiar to 

early Christians, December 17-24 and January 1-3, but the tradition of celebrating December 25 
as Christ’s birthday came to the Romans from Persia. Mithra, the Persian god of light and sacred 
contracts, was born out of a rock on December 25. Rome was famous for its flirtations with strange 
gods and cults, and in the third century [274] the unchristian emperor Aurelian established the 
festival of Dies Invicti Solis, the Day of the Invincible Sun, on December 25.

“Mithra was an embodiment of the sun, so this 
period of its rebirth was a major day in Mithraism, 
which had become Rome’s latest official religion 
with the patronage of Aurelian. It is believed that 
the emperor Constantine adhered to Mithraism 
up to the time of his conversion to Christianity. He 
was probably instrumental in seeing that the major 
feast of his old religion was carried over to his new 
faith” (The Christmas Almanac, 1979, p. 17).

Although it is difficult to determine the first time 
anyone celebrated Dec. 25 as Christmas, histori-
ans are in general agreement that it was sometime 
during the fourth century.

This is an amazingly late date. Christmas was 
not observed in Rome, the capital of the empire, 
until about 300 years after Christ’s death. Its ori-
gins cannot be traced back to either the teachings 
or practices of the earliest Christians. The intro-

duction of Christmas represented a significant departure from “the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

Excerpted from the booklet Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Observe? 
Request or download your free copy at www.gnmagazine.org/booklets.
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The Persian god Mithra became 
very popular in the Roman Empire. 
His supposed birthdate of Dec. 25 
was later adopted by Catholic lead-
ers as the date of Christ’s birth.
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tember, we are now into mid-November.

The wise men and Herod

We’ll now continue the story flow in 
Matthew 2:1-3: “Now after Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He 
who has been born King of the Jews? For 
we have seen His star in the East and have 
come to worship Him.’ When Herod the 
king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him.” 

Why did this news disturb Herod? Other 
historical accounts attest to Herod’s para-
noia about being overthrown. The news 
that a new king of the Jews had been born 
threatened his position. 

Herod obviously knew of the traditions 
and the prophecies relating to the Messiah. 
“And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people together,  
he inquired of them where the Christ was to 

be born. So they said to him, ‘In Bethlehem 
of Judea’” (verses 4-5).

King Herod carefully concealed his 
murderous intentions. “Then Herod, 
when he had secretly called the wise men, 
determined from them what time the star 
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the 
young Child, and when you have found 
Him, bring back word to me, that I may 
come and worship Him also’” (verses 7-8).

Notice that now Herod referred to Jesus 
not as a baby, but as “the young Child.” He 
realized how long their travels would have 
taken the wise men—possibly from as far 
away as Parthia or the region around Baby-
lon, where the Israelites and Jews had been 
exiled centuries before. Herod knew from 
when the star had appeared that he was not 
seeking a newborn baby, but a boy by now 
considerably older. 

And to remove any threat to his posi-
tion, Herod “put to death all the male 
children who were in Bethlehem and in 
all its districts, from two years old and 
under, according to the time which he had 
determined from the wise men” (verse 16). 

Herod, covering all of his bases in pro-
tecting his throne, ordered the murderous 
slaughter of those 2 years old and under. 

It wasn’t the common nativity scene

The wise men were miraculously guided 
to the Christ child (verses 9-10). “And when 
they had come into the house, they saw the 
young Child with Mary His mother” (verse 
11). The typical nativity scene completely 
falls apart at this point. There is no men-
tion of a manger here. Rather Jesus was, as 
stated, in a house. And Jesus was no longer 
an infant, He was a young child. The wise 
men obviously visited Jesus long after the 
shepherds had come and gone—perhaps a 
year or more later.

The typical manger scene includes three 
wise men. The Bible, however, nowhere 
says how many wise men there were. It does 
note, however, that they presented three 
kinds of gifts to Him—gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. 

Why these three particular gifts? Their 
symbolism is striking when we understand it. 

Gold was a gift for royalty—in this case 
the chosen King of the Jews and ultimately 
the “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” who 
will rule over the entire earth (Revelation 
19:16). 

Frankincense was an incense intimately 
connected with the priesthood and temple 
sacrifices, foreshadowing the fact that 
Jesus Christ would serve as our High Priest 
and give Himself as the perfect sacrifice 
to pay the penalty for the sins of all man-
kind (Hebrews 4:14-15; 9:11-14; 1 Peter 
1:18-19).

Myrrh had a much more sobering sym-
bolism. When a person died, this perfum-
ing agent was wrapped with the body to 
help cover up the stench of death. Jesus’ 
own body would be wrapped in linen with 
myrrh and aloes (John 19:39-40).

Why we should celebrate  
God’s Holy Days instead

Matthew and Luke reveal the true story 
of the birth of Jesus Christ and the gen-
eral timing of when it really occurred. 

John the Baptist was born in the spring. 
His cousin Jesus was born six months 
later—probably in late September, pos-
sibly early October. The shepherds visited 
immediately; the wise men—their number 
unknown—arrived much later. 

It’s tragic that the true story should have 
become so badly garbled by human tradi-
tions. It’s also tragic that people ignore the 
Bible’s clear instructions and invent their 
own. Jesus Himself roundly condemned 
religious leaders of His day who were 
“making the word of God of no effect 
through your tradition” (Mark 7:13).  

A strong and weighty biblical principle 
is found in Deuteronomy 12. It tells us 
why we should observe the annual Holy 
Days and festivals God has revealed in His 
Word—not traditional holidays borrowed 
from paganism:

“You shall not worship the Lord your 
God in that way; for every abomination to 
the Lord which He hates have they done 
to their gods . . . whatever I command you, 
be careful to observe it; you shall not add 
to it, nor take away from it” (Deuteronomy 
12:31-32).

Have you ever thought it curious 
that although two of the Gospel writers 
describe the circumstances surrounding 
Christ’s birth (the other two don’t even 
cover the event), neither of them gives the 
date? Has it puzzled you that the Bible 
never once mentions “Christmas”? And 
that none of the biblical writers says any-
thing about commemorating that birth? 

We do find, however, explicit commands 
to commemorate Jesus Christ’s sacrifice 
and death on our behalf (1 Corinthians 
11:23-26). We also find commands to 
observe other biblical festivals, the same 
festivals Jesus and the New Testament 
Church celebrated. Isn’t it about time you 
looked into the Bible to see what God’s 
Word says about them?  GN

Recommended Reading
What are the annual Holy Days 
God has commanded us to keep? 
A complete list is found in Leviti-
cus 23. The opening verses tell us 
that these annual festivals belong 
to God. They are His! They reveal 
His true plan for salvation in a 
step-by-step manner. To learn all 
about these annual Holy Days, 
request or download our free 
booklet God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for 
All Mankind.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

Have you ever thought it curious that although two of the 
Gospel writers describe the circumstances surrounding 
Christ’s birth (the other two don’t even cover the event), nei-
ther of them gives the date? Has it puzzled you that the Bible 
never once mentions “Christmas”? And that none of the bib-
lical writers says anything about commemorating that birth? 



 

ongsuffering is no longer an everyday 
word, but it is a virtue needed more 
than ever when impatience, intoler-

ance, oversensitivity and impulsive anger 
are so prevalent. 

Anger and animosity can be the result of 
many negative influences. The evil influence 
we all are infected with is our own selfish 
nature. And our human abilities to make 
major improvements are pitifully weak.  
We need God’s help!

In Galatians 5:19-21, the apostle Paul 
refers to our human nature as “the flesh” and 
our selfish tendencies as the “works of the 
flesh.” These include “hatred, contentions, 
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambi-
tions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders”! 

Clearly we need the antidote for these 
traits, which is God’s Spirit!

Paul went on to say, “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23, empha-
sis added throughout). What an amazing 
contrast!

All these beautiful virtues work together 
and support each other. Think about how 
longsuffering relates to the other attributes.

Two important words

Listed fourth among the fruit of the Spirit 
is a wonderful quality translated “longsuffer-
ing” in some Bible versions and “patience” 
in others. 

Those two English words are closely 
related, both associated with endurance. 
More important and fascinating is learning 
about the two corresponding Greek words  
in the New Testament.

One Greek word—humpomonee—is 
translated “patience” in almost all Bible  
versions and implies patient endurance. 

The other Greek word is even more 
interesting. It is makrothumia, translated 
“patience” in some Bible versions but more 
accurately as “longsuffering” in others. 

The Greek word makro (which 
gives us the English prefix 
macro) means “large” or “long.” 
The root word thumos means 
“temper.” Therefore makrothumia 
literally means long-tempered, 
the opposite of short-tempered  
or having a short fuse.

Without makrothumia, we 
human beings tend to be tem-
peramental—having an irritable 
temperament and bad temper. We 
tend to “lose patience” and “lose 
our cool” and even “blow up” 
(like an impatiens plant).

We’ll focus primarily on mak-
rothumia since it is the word 
used in Galatians 5:22. However, 
please keep in mind how these 
two words overlap in meaning 
and are both important to our spir-
itual understanding and growth.

Longsuffering and love  
vs. anger and hate

Longsuffering is virtually the 
opposite of anger, especially of 
“outbursts of wrath” (2 Corinthi-
ans 12:20).

When a traffic light turns green, 
some drivers will impatiently 
honk their horns if the car ahead 
doesn’t start moving within two seconds! 
No longsuffering there! Even worse is the 
epidemic of road rage with cursing and 
actual violence.

Many people tend to overreact. They 
quickly get on the defensive, interpret 
remarks as attacks and then strike back. 
Many people carry a lot of inner anger from 
their past. Every small hurt or annoyance 
adds to the storehouse of anger. The slight-
est provocation brings the anger to the  
surface and into the open.

Anger usually involves a spiteful attitude 
of retaliation and revenge. But God forbids 

this: “Bless those who persecute you . . . 
Repay no one evil for evil . . . do not avenge 
yourselves” (Romans 12:14, 17, 19). The 
Bible teaches mercy and forgiveness. 

People tend to excuse their anger, but 
most human anger is self-centered and sin-
ful. “The wrath of man does not produce the 
righteousness of God” (James 1:20). 

Hardly anyone will admit to hating 
people. But the Bible defines love and 
hatred largely by people’s actions. Love is 
expressed through helping people, while 
hate is demonstrated through harming 
people (see Romans 13:10). 

Paul described the behavior of love: 

A  GO OD  N E WS  SER I ES             THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  SPIR IT
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Impatiens are popular and beauti-
ful flowers. They get their unusual 
name from a characteristic that 
makes them seem highly impatient. 

Longsuffering: A Fusion  
of Patience and Power
The popular impatiens flowers are so named from seeming to be highly impatient! When 
their seed pods mature, they explode when touched, sending seeds several yards away. See 
how this picture illustrates the need for longsuffering, an important fruit of God’s Spirit!

by Don Hooser
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“Love suffers long and is kind . . . [It] does 
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is 
not provoked, thinks no evil” (1 Corinthians 
13:4-5). The New International Version 
renders his words this way: “Love is patient, 
love is kind . . . It is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps  
no record of wrongs.”

Our thoughts and attitudes are likewise 
important, as they are the source of our 
actions and words: “A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings forth good; 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of 
his heart brings forth evil. For out of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks” 
(Luke 6:45).

Therefore we should honestly examine 
our attitudes. Each of us should ask: Am 
I motivated by love, respect, patience and 
compassion, or am I motivated by resent-
ment, contempt, intolerance and hardness 
of heart?

Slow to anger, quick to forgive

“The Lord is gracious and full of com-
passion, slow to anger and great in mercy” 
(Psalm 145:8). That’s the way He expects 
us to be!

Consider carefully these wise words about 
being “long-tempered”: “He who is slow to 
wrath has great understanding, but he who  
is impulsive exalts folly” (Proverbs 14:29). 
“A wrathful man stirs up strife, but he who 
is slow to anger allays contention” (Proverbs 
15:18). “The discretion of a man makes him 
slow to anger, and his glory is to overlook a 
transgression” (Proverbs 19:11).

James wrote, “So then, my beloved breth-
ren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath” (James 1:19). Then if 
and when appropriate anger is expressed, it 
will likely be under control.

You have probably heard the good advice 
of “stop and count to 10” and “take some 
deep breaths” rather than lashing out with 
words you’ll regret—words that will escalate 
conflict rather than make peace.

Truly the first step of longsuffering is to 

exercise restraint and do nothing. We must 
think first! What does God want me to say 
or do?

If your feelings are hurt and you feel the 
need to immediately say something, speak 
softly and don’t say anything to hurt back. 
“A soft answer turns away wrath, but a 
harsh word stirs up anger” (Proverbs 15:1).

Then take as much time as you need to 
pray and plan regarding the wise and con-
structive way to approach the other person. 
Your goal is to act lovingly rather than 
reacting hatefully.

When a person is too concerned about 
winning an argument, he can end up losing 
a friend. Don’t be too concerned about who 
is right or demanding your rights. Learn to 
be agreeable even when you disagree. Pray 
for God’s help with this.

Solution to impatience, short tempers

Even without God’s help, people can 
learn to be calm and patient much of the 
time because they see the advantages. 

But these good intentions and good habits 
are not nearly as powerful as God’s super-
natural gift of longsuffering. Good inter-
personal relationships depend on you doing 
your best plus trusting God with the rest.  
We human beings are pitifully incomplete 
without God’s Spirit.

How does one obtain the Holy Spirit? 
The apostle Peter briefly explained in Acts 
2:38, “Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.”

To truly be “sons of God” we must be 
“led by the Spirit of God” (Romans 8:14).

In Colossians 3:12-13, Paul describes 
the nature of someone who is led by God’s 
Spirit: “Therefore, as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, put on tender mercies, kind-
ness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
bearing with one another, and forgiving one 
another, if anyone has a complaint against 
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you 
also must do.” (He states something very 

similar in Ephesians 4:1-3.)
Notice how these qualities tie together 

and give us an expanded view of longsuf-
fering. We need to patiently “bear with one 
another” rather than allow ourselves to get 
irritated!

Longsuffering and eternal life

Waiting for others is a test of our patience 
and an opportunity to build patience. And 
the Bible has much to say about our need to 
wait on God. We want God to solve all our 
problems right now, but God knows the best 
timing. He often tests our patience and per-
severance before answering our prayers.

When the Bible mentions waiting, 
patience, perseverance or longsuffering, it 
is often in connection with trusting in God 
to intervene for us in our need, as He assur-
edly will: “But those who wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles, they shall run and 
not be weary, they shall walk and not faint” 
(Isaiah 40:31).

This patient waiting is ultimately focused 
on the second coming of Jesus Christ: “To 
those who eagerly wait for Him He will 
appear a second time, apart from sin, for 
salvation” (Hebrews 9:28). 

Only those who remain faithful to death 
or to Christ’s coming will be rewarded in 
His Kingdom. After warning about end-time 
persecution of Christians, Jesus said, “But 
he who endures to the end will be saved” 
(Matthew 10:22). 

“Endures” means continuing to be led  
by God’s Spirit and continuing to bear the 
fruit of His Spirit to the end of your life or 
the second coming of Christ, whichever 
comes first.

As James 5:7-8 exhorts us: “Therefore  
be patient [literally, longsuffering], brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. See how the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the 
earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives 
the early and latter rain. You also be patient. 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand.”  GN

The Longsuffering of God

“But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in mercy and truth” (Psalm 86:15).

God’s longsuffering toward His human creatures means two 
things. He patiently continues to provide for us and serve us even while 
He suffers from our sins and stupidity. And God doesn’t “lose His tem-
per.” Our very existence depends on God not reacting too quickly or 
overreacting!

Why is God longsuffering? He is generously giving us more time as He 
patiently waits for us to repent of our sins! “Or do you despise the riches 

of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the 
goodness of God leads you to repentance?” (Romans 2:4).

Likewise, Jesus Christ is longsuffering toward us for the same reason: 
“The Lord . . . is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance . . . And consider that the longsuffering 
of our Lord is salvation” (2 Peter 3:9, 15).

Jesus Christ, our Savior, suffered and died for us. Ever since then, He 
has patiently and mercifully worked to save us and give us eternal life!

Therefore our attitude should be Christlike—respecting, loving and 
being patient with all people. We should hope for their good and pray for 
their spiritual growth and salvation!
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Television Log
All channels and times listed are for cable TV unless 
stated otherwise. For additional information and the most 
current airing times, or to download or view programs 
online, visit www.beyondtoday.tv.

UNITED STATES
Arizona
Prescott ch. 13, Sun 5 p.m.; Sat 3:30 p.m.  
Prescott Valley ch. 13, Sun 9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Tucson ch. 72, 120, Sun 8 a.m.
 ch. 73, 98, Sat 8 a.m.

Arkansas
Fayetteville ch. 18, Sun 10 a.m.; Wed 6 p.m.;  
 Sat 9 a.m.

California
Alamo ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m.; 2nd & 4th Mon  
 8 p.m. 
Anaheim (west) ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Berkeley ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m.; Thu 9 p.m. 
Clayton ch. 26, 2nd & 4th Mon 8 p.m. 
Concord ch. 26, 2nd & 4th Mon 8 p.m. 
Costa Mesa ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Cypress ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Danville ch. 26, 2nd & 4th Mon 8 p.m. 
Dublin ch. 26, Fri 4 p.m.
El Cerrito ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m..; Thu 9 p.m.
El Sobrante ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m..; Thu 9 p.m. 
Emeryville ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m.
Eureka ch. 12, Fri 8 p.m.
Fountain Valley ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Fremont ch. 29, Tue 6:30 p.m.
Garden Grove ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Hayward ch. 28, Tue 10 p.m.
Hemet ch. 3, Fri 2:30 p.m.
Hercules ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m..; Thu 9 p.m.
Huntington Beach ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Lafayette ch. 26, 2nd & 4th Mon 8 p.m. 
Livermore ch. 26, Fri 4 p.m.
Los Alamitos ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Marin County ch. 26, Tue 10:30 p.m.
Martinez ch. 26, 2nd & 4th Mon 8 p.m. 
Midway City ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Modesto ch. 26, Thu 8:30 p.m.; Fri 6 p.m.
Monrovia ch. 16, 98, Tue, Thu and Sat 4:30 p.m. 
Moraga ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m.; 2nd & 4th Mon  
 8 p.m. 
Newark ch. 29, Tue 6:30 p.m.
Novato ch. 71, Tue 9:30 p.m.
Oakland ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m. 
Orange ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Orinda ch. 26, Thu 7:30 p.m.; 2nd & 4th Mon  
 8 p.m. 
Palo Cedro DCA cable link, Thu 10 a.m. 
Pasadena ch. 56, Sun 6 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Petaluma ch. 26, Sun 9:30 a.m. & 3 p.m.; 
 Sat 2:30 p.m.; Wed 6 p.m. 
Piedmont ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m. 
Pittsburg ch. 26, Thu 12 midnight  
Pleasant Hill ch. 26, 2nd & 4th Mon 8 p.m. 
Pleasanton ch. 26, Fri 4 p.m.
Redding ch. 11, Sun 9 a.m.
Richmond ch. 26, Sun 8 a.m. 
Rossmoor ch. 26, 2nd & 4th Mon 8 p.m. 
Sacramento ch. 18, Thu 6 p.m. 
San Diego   ch. 18, 19, 23, Mon 5 p.m. 
San Francisco ch. 29, Sun 9:30 a.m.
San Jose ch. 15A, Wed 4:30 p.m.
San Rafael ch. 26, Thu 9 p.m. 
Santa Clara ch. 15A, Wed 4:30 p.m.
Santa Rosa ch. 30, Sun 7:30 p.m.; Sat 10:30 a.m.
S. Pasadena ch. 6, Thu 4:30 p.m.
Stanton ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Verdugo Hills ch. 20, Thu 9:30 p.m.
Walnut Creek ch. 26, 2nd & 4th Mon 8 p.m. 
Westminster ch. 3A, 6, Sun 12:30 & 9:30 p.m.

Colorado
Boulder ch. 43, Fri 1 p.m.

Georgia
Cornelia ch. 4, Sun 6:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.

Hawaii
Hilo ch. 53, Sun 10 a.m.; Thu 7:30 p.m. 
Lanai ch. 13, Fri 7 p.m.; Sat 7 a.m.
Maui ch. 52, Fri 7 p.m.; Sat 7 a.m.
Molokai ch. 13, Fri 7 p.m.; Sat 7 a.m.

Idaho 
Boise ch. 11, Wed 7:30 p.m. 

Illinois 
Arlington Heights ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Bartlett ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Brookport ch. 2, Sun 2 p.m.
Buffalo Grove ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Chicago ch. 36, times vary
Des Plaines ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
East St. Louis ch. 18, Sat 5:30 p.m.

Elkgrove Village ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Glenview ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Golf ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Hanover Park ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Hoffman Estates ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Lincolnwood ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Metropolis ch. 2, Sun 2 p.m.
Morton Grove ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Mt. Prospect ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Naperville ch. 17, Sun 10 a.m.
Niles ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m. 
Normal ch. 20, Sun 9 p.m.
Northbrook ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Palatine ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Park Ridge ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Prospect Heights ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Rolling Meadows ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Romeoville ch. 6, Sun 9 a.m.
Schaumburg ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Skokie ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Springfield ch. 4, Wed 12 a.m., 8 a.m. & 5 p.m.
Streamwood ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m.
Wheeling ch. 35, Wed 6:30 p.m. 
Wilmette ch. 19, Wed 6:30 p.m.

Indiana
Bloomington ch. 3, Sun 9:30 p.m.
Evansville ch. 7, Mon 5:30 p.m.; Tue 6:30 p.m.
Ft. Wayne ch. 57, Sun 9 a.m.
Valparaiso ch. 99, Tue 8:30 p.m.

Iowa
Des Moines ch. 15, Sun 11:30 a.m.

Kentucky
Berea ch. 5, Fri 9 & 9:30 p.m.
Owensboro ch. 72, Sun 8 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Paducah ch. 2, Sun 2 p.m.
Richmond ch. 5, Fri 9 & 9:30 p.m.

Massachusetts
Boston ch. 22, 23, 83, Sun 7 a.m.;  
 Wed 10 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
Cambridge ch. 22, 23, 83, Sun 7 a.m.;  
 Wed 10 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
East Longmeadow ch. 5, Sun 11:30 a.m.
Greenfield ch. 17, Tue 4 p.m.; Wed 10:30 a.m.
Shrewsbury ch. 33, Wed 10 p.m.; Thu 7 a.m.
Worcester ch. 13, Thu 10 a.m.

Michigan
Ann Arbor ch. 17, Thu 4:30 p.m.
Grand Haven ch. 22, Mon 4 p.m.
Grand Rapids ch. 25, Tue or Wed 11 a.m.
Kalamazoo ch. 19, Sun 8:30 a.m.
Midland ch. 3, Tue 5:30 p.m.
Mt. Pleasant ch. 3, times vary
Petoskey ch. 2, Sun 11:30 a.m.; Fri 5 p.m.
Traverse City ch. 2, Sun 11:30 a.m.; Fri 5 p.m. 
Ypsilanti ch. 17, Thu 4:30 p.m.

Minnesota 
Albert Lea ch. 6, Sun 9:55 a.m.
Austin ch. 6, Sun 7 p.m.
Blaine ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Bloomington ch. 16, Wed 10 p.m.; Thu 6 a.m. & 2 p.m.
Brooklyn Center ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Brooklyn Park ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Burnsville ch. 14, Mon, Wed & Fri 4:30 p.m.;  
 Sun, Tue, Thu & Sat 4:30 a.m.
Centerville ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Circle Pines ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Eagan ch. 15, Sun 6:30 a.m.; Mon 12:30 a.m.; 
 Tue 9:30 p.m.; Wed 6:30 p.m.;  
 Thu 3:30 p.m.; Fri 12:30 p.m.; 
 Sat 9:30 a.m.
Eden Prairie ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
Edina ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
Golden Valley ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Ham Lake ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Hopkins ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
Inver Grove Hts. ch. 15, Sun 6:30 a.m.; Mon 12:30 a.m.; 
 Tue 9:30 p.m.; Wed 6:30 p.m.;   
 Thu 3:30 p.m.; Fri 12:30 p.m.;  
 Sat 9:30 a.m.
Lexington ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Lino Lakes ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Litchfield ch. 10, Sun 2 a.m., 8:30 a.m.,  
 1 p.m., 7 p.m.; Wed 1 a.m., 3 a.m., 
 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Maple Grove ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Minneapolis ch. 75, Mon 6:30 p.m.
Minnetonka ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
New Hope ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
New Ulm ch. 72, Sun 5 p.m.; Thu 10 a.m.; Fri 7 p.m.
Osseo ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Plymouth ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.

Richfield ch. 15, Sun 12:30 p.m.; Thu 5:30 p.m.
Robbinsdale ch. 19, Sun 4 a.m., 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.; 
 Sat 10 p.m.
Rochester ch. 10, Sun 10 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.;  
 Sat 10 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
St. Charles ch. 20, Sun 2 p.m.; Wed 3 p.m.
Spring Lake Park ch. 14, Sun 1 & 9 a.m.; Sat 5 p.m.
Wabasha ch. 20, Sun 2 p.m.; Wed 3 p.m.
Willmar ch. 8, Thu 11 a.m. & 8 p.m.; Sat 5 p.m. 
Winona ch. 20, Sun 2 p.m.; Wed 3 p.m.

Missouri
Cape Girardeau ch. 5, Sun 7:30 a.m.; Tue 6 p.m.;   
 Thu 12:30 p.m.; Fri 7:30 p.m.
Jackson ch. 5, Sun 7:30 a.m.; Tue 6 p.m.;   
 Thu 12:30 p.m.; Fri 7:30 p.m.
Jefferson City ch. 3, Wed 6 p.m.
Poplar Bluff ch. 54, Tue 4 p.m.
St. Louis ch. 18, Sat 5:30 p.m.
Springfield ch. 26, Sun 8:30 a.m.; Wed 7 p.m.

Montana
Billings ch. 7, Sun 6 p.m.; Sat 11 a.m. 
Helena ch. 11, Sun 3 p.m. 
Missoula ch. 7, Sun 11 a.m.

Nevada 
Carson City ch. 10, Wed 7:30 p.m. 
Reno/Sparks ch. 16, Wed 7 p.m. 

New Hampshire 
LaConia ch. 25, 26, Sun 7:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m.

New Jersey 
Newark ch. 19, Sun 8:30 a.m.

New Mexico
Santa Fe ch. 16, Sun 10 a.m.; Mon 6:30 p.m.

New York
Binghamton ch. 4, Thu 5:30 p.m.
Bronx ch. 70, Mon 3 p.m.
Brooklyn ch. 56, 69, Sun 10 a.m.
Canandaigua ch. 12, Sun 2 p.m.
Long Island ch. 20, Mon 10 p.m.
Olean ch. 6, Thu 9:30 p.m.
Oneonta ch. 23, Mon 6 p.m.; Wed 9 p.m.
Queens ch. 35, Tue 8 p.m.; Thu 3 p.m.
 ch. 56, Sun 10 p.m.; Thu 4:30 p.m.
Woodbury ch. 115, Fri 5:30 p.m.

North Carolina
Asheville ch. 20, Sun 1 p.m. 
Burlington ch. 5, 10, Sun 10 a.m.
Charlotte ch. 21, Sat 1 p.m.
Durham ch. 8, Wed 7:30 a.m.
Greensboro ch. 8, Sun 10:30 & 12:30 a.m.
Hickory ch. 10, Sun 7 p.m.
Mebane ch. 5, 10, Sun 10 a.m.
Raleigh ch. 22, Tue 6:30 p.m.

North Dakota
Bismarck ch. 12, Sun 2:30 p.m.
Fargo ch. 12, Tue 10:30 a.m.

Ohio
Akron ch. 15, Sun 9:30 a.m.; Mon 11 p.m.
Athens ch. 23, Sun 7 p.m.; Wed 7 p.m.
Brunswick ch. 21, Tue 7 p.m.; Wed 12:30, 4:30 &  
 8:30 a.m.; 2:30, 6:30 & 9:30 p.m.
Bryan ch. 4, Sun 11 a.m. & 8 p.m.; Mon 8 p.m.
Cincinnati ch. 18, Sun 10:30 a.m.; Tue 10 p.m.; 
 Thu 11 p.m.; Sat 6:30 a.m.
Cincinnati (Union Twp.) ch. 8, Sun 2:30 a.m.; Tue 9:30 a.m.; 
 Wed 11 p.m.; Sat 2:30 p.m.
Dayton ch. 12, Mon 3:30 p.m.; Sat 11:30 p.m.
Defiance ch. 5, Sun 12 noon; Thu 6 p.m.
Fairborn ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Greenville ch. 3, Thu 8 p.m.
Oberlin/Wellington ch. 12, Sun & Sat 9 a.m.
Springfield ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Trotwood ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Urbana ch. 1, daily 6 a.m., 10 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Vandalia ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.
Wash. Court House ch. 3, Wed 2 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m.
Xenia ch. 23, Sun 5:30 p.m.

Oregon
Eugene ch. 29, Tue 2 p.m.
McMinnville ch. 11, Sun 5:30 p.m.; Wed 8 p.m.
Medford ch. 15, 95, Sun 5 p.m.
Oregon City ch. 21, Mon 8 p.m.
Portland ch. 22, Sun 7:30 p.m.
Salem ch. 23, Sun 12:30 p.m.;  
 Fri 2 p.m.; Sat 11:30 a.m.  
Woodburn ch. 11, Sun 9 a.m.

Pennsylvania
Pittsburgh/Moon Twp. ch. 21, 14, Sun 12 & 2 p.m.
York ch. 16, Sun 8:30 p.m.;  
 Mon 4:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.

Rhode Island
Entire state ch. 14, Fri 10:30 a.m.

Texas 
Austin ch. 11, Mon 8:30 p.m. 
Dallas ch. 14B, 74, Sun 12:30 p.m.; 

 Thu 9:30 p.m. 
Del Rio ch. 19, Sun 9 a.m.; Wed 5 p.m. 
El Paso ch. 15, Mon, Fri, Sat 1 p.m. 
Fort Worth ch. 28, Tue 5:30 p.m.; Thu 1 p.m.
Longview ch. 26, Tue 2 p.m.; Wed 10 p.m.; 
 Fri 12:30 p.m.; Sat 9 p.m.

Virginia 
Charlottesville/ 
Albemarle County ch. 13, 14, Wed 10 p.m.
Hampton Roads ch. 71, 74, Sun 10 a.m.

Washington
Everett ch. 77, Wed 5 p.m.
Kennewick ch. 13, Sun & Tue 8:30 p.m.
Olympia ch. 22, 29, Sun 9 a.m.; Thu 10:30 p.m.
Vancouver ch. 11, Sun 11 p.m.; Mon 5 p.m.;  
 Sat 11 a.m.

West Virginia
Morgantown ch. 3, Mon, Wed & Fri 3 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m.

Wisconsin
Beloit ch. 12, Thu 6:30 p.m.
Eau Claire ch. 11, Sun 2 p.m.
Kenosha ch. 14, Sun & Mon 7:30 p.m.
Madison ch. 4, Sun 12:30 p.m.
Milwaukee ch. 96, Mon 2 p.m.; Tue 7 p.m.; 
 Wed 2 p.m. 
Omro ch. 19, Sun & Sat 1 p.m. 
Stevens Point ch. 96, 984, 984-1, Mon 5 & 9:30 p.m.;  
 Tue 10 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
Wausau ch. 10, Sun 8:30 a.m.; Sat 9 a.m.
West Allis ch. 14, times vary

CANADA
Nationwide
Vision TV, Sun 11 p.m. (PST)  
Star Choice Digital ch. 399, Sun 10:30 a.m. (EST)

Alberta 
The Christian Channel Telus ch. 158, Sun 8:30 a.m.

British Columbia 
The Christian Channel Telus ch. 158, Sun 7:30 a.m.

Manitoba 
The Christian Channel MTS ch. 21, Sun 9:30 a.m.

New Brunswick 
The Christian Channel Rogers ch. 396, Sun 11:30 a.m.

Newfoundland and Labrador 
The Christian Channel Rogers ch. 396, Sun 12 noon

Northwest Territory 
The Christian Channel Northwestel ch. 226, Sun 8:30 a.m.

Ontario 
The Christian Channel Rogers ch. 396, Sun 10:30 a.m.
The Christian Channel Cogeco ch. 186, Sun 10:30 a.m.

Saskatchewan 
The Christian Channel SaskTel ch. 282, Sun 8:30 a.m.

Radio Log
For additional information and the most current airing  
times, or to download or listen to programs online, visit 
www.beyondtoday.tv/radio/.

Nationwide
Internet Radio  live365.com, Sun 8:30 a.m. (PST)

Alabama
Birmingham  1070 AM, Sun 7:30 a.m. 

Arizona
Douglas 930 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m. 
Globe 1240 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m. 
Sierra Vista 1470 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m. 
Tucson 940 AM, Sat 10:30 a.m. 

California
San Diego  760 AM, Sun 6 a.m. 

Florida
Jacksonville  690 AM/106.5 FM, Sun 7 a.m. 

Louisiana
New Orleans 870 AM/105.3 FM, Sat 9:30 p.m. 

Montana
Helena 101.9 FM, Mon 8 p.m.;   
 Fri 8 p.m.; Sat 8 a.m. 

Ohio
Cincinnati  550 AM, Sun 6 a.m. 

Washington
Seattle 770 AM, Sun 7:30 a.m. 
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n the 1880s an English author and social 
reformer named Thomas Hughes came 
to the woods of eastern Tennessee in 
America and founded an experimental 

colony called Rugby. 
It was to be a place where Hughes’ ideas 

of a just and equitable society could be real-
ized. There would be no class distinctions as 
in England. In Rugby, through agricultural 
endeavors and support of various crafts, men 
and women could realize their potential in a 
planned community.  

Buildings went up. An inn was built. 
Hundreds of believers from England and 
America were attracted to the growing site. 
A small bit of England, without the class 
distinctions, was carved out of the Tennessee 
wilderness. For a time a thriving community 
attracted worldwide attention to the idea that 
a planned community could produce a small 
utopian world. Rugby was even called a 
“New Jerusalem.”  

Sadly, Rugby did not endure. Typhoid 
struck one year, taking the lives of several 
inhabitants. In time the financial backers 
pulled out, the economy changed and severe 
winters took their toll on the enthusiasm 
of the people. The inn burned and was not 
rebuilt. Gradually the money, the zeal and the 
people disappeared, leaving behind only a 
few to hold to the dream.   

You can visit Rugby today, as I did a 
few years ago, and see a historic remnant 
of another noble attempt to found a com-
munity on social ideals. It is one of many 
such communities founded with the goal of 
making social changes that would produce 
utopia, a place where justice and peace 
would reign.  

The problem with all of these efforts is 
they did not succeed. Eventually they had to 
conform to the reality of the world to survive. 

The real world is cruel and unbending in its 
treatment of such efforts. 

Noble as they are, they have never worked. 
This is not to disparage any effort to bring 
about peace or justice, but the stark reality of 
history shows man’s inability to create “the 
peaceable kingdom.”   

The promise of the prophets

Throughout the Old Testament books of 
the Bible we read prophecies of a time when 
peace will saturate the streets of Jerusalem 
under a restored Israelite kingdom led by a 
descendant of King David. These passages 
fueled an ages-long hope among the Jews 
that they would see their kingdom restored.   

From Jerusalem that peace is prophesied 
to flow out to the whole world. Notice the 
essence of the promise from Isaiah: “Now  
it shall come to pass in the latter days that  
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 

established on the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 
nations shall flow to it. Many people shall 
come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and 
we shall walk in His paths.’  

“For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and 
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He 
shall judge between the nations, and rebuke 
many people; they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war anymore” 
(Isaiah 2:2-4).  

In another passage the prophet paints an 
enduring scene of peace and harmony. Not 
only were the Jews given hope from its imag-
ery, but also countless others through the 
ages have yearned for the life it pictures:  

“There shall come forth a Rod from the Te
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English social reformer Thomas Hughes, left, founded Rugby, Tennessee, attract-
ing followers from England and America to his visionary colony. In the end, Rugby 
proved to be another failed human attempt to create a utopian community. 

The Kingdom of God:  
Not by Human Might or Power
The ideal of a “peaceable kingdom” has held men’s imaginations for centuries. Many efforts have 
been made to create a perfect utopia. How will it come—by human effort or by the power of God?

by Beyond Today host Darris McNeely
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stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out 
of his roots. The Spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord.  

“His delight is in the fear of the Lord, and 
He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, 
nor decide by the hearing of His ears; but 
with righteousness He shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of 
His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He 
shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be 
the belt of His loins, and faithfulness the belt 
of His waist.  

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the young 
goat, the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead 
them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their 
young ones shall lie down together; and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nurs-
ing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand in the 
viper’s den. 

“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My 
holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:1-9).  

These prophecies never came to pass in 
Isaiah’s day; they were meant for the latter 
days after Christ’s return. Jerusalem fell 
captive to the Babylonians around 587  
B.C. The last king was taken to Babylon 
in exile along with the majority of his sub-
jects. Seventy years later, in fulfillment of a 
prophecy of Jeremiah, a group of Jews were 
allowed to return to the city and begin a 
rebuilding project.   

To that generation, and others to follow, 
the prophecies of Isaiah, Ezekiel and other 
prophets took on new meaning. They hoped 
that God would fulfill His promise—that one 
day the kingdom of Israel would be renewed. 
Through the generations this expectation 
of a Messiah grew. With each generation 
the vision of this Kingdom changed until it 
became unrecognizable in comparison to the 
message of the prophets.   

At times men would take up arms to over-
throw the yoke of foreign rule, and the people 
would hope in vain that their “Messiah” had 
appeared. In the second century B.C. the Jews 
revolted against Greek Syrian rule, leading 
to a period of independence. But hopes of 
national restoration were extinguished not 
long afterward with the country’s incorpora-
tion into the Roman Empire. No leader, no 
matter how capable or brilliant, could bring  
to fruition the promises of the prophets.  

Jesus Christ’s mission  

When Jesus Christ came announcing the 
Kingdom of God (Mark 1:14), His teachings 
and miracles soon gathered a following. Some 
of the Jews wanted to make Him their king 
(John 6:15). But His first coming was not the 
time when God’s Kingdom would be restored 
to Israel. The Jews could not easily grasp this 
idea, in spite of the fact that Jesus told them 
that the long-sought Kingdom, the time of res-
toration, would not come then (Luke 19:11).  

His death shattered the hope of many. 
Only a few beyond His immediate disciples 
remained in the days following His death. 
A man suffering the ignominious death of 
crucifixion, it was thought, could not be the 
Messiah. Again the promise and the dream  
of the Kingdom was not realized.   

However, Christ’s first coming merely set 
the stage for the events leading to the fulfill-
ment of the promised Kingdom. The fulfill-
ment of the ancient prophecies was for a time 
yet future. 

This dimension was hard for believers 
and unbelievers alike to grasp at Christ’s 
first coming. His parables of the Kingdom 
of God were such that people were not able 
to understand the full meaning (Matthew 
13:11)—a situation that remains true today. 
This led to the inevitable confusion when, 
after the founding of the Church of God, 
time marched on and no Kingdom appeared.  

The apostle Peter wrote about this near the 
end of his life. He told members of the Church 
that he and they would die without seeing the 
Kingdom (2 Peter 1:14-15). Yet Peter’s hope 
didn’t diminish, for he had personally seen the 
majesty of its King (verse 16; Matthew 17:1-
2). Peter’s words point us to the future, look-
ing for the day of the Lord and a time of a new 
heaven and a new earth (2 Peter 3:10-13).  

Jesus Christ’s millennial rule on earth

The apostle John’s visions of the end time 
added to the visions of the prophets. The 
living Christ revealed to this last surviving 
apostle that His rule on earth would include 
a period of 1,000 years following His second 
coming (Revelation 20:4). From this verse 
we get the term Millennium, Latin for 1,000.   

This term, and the adjective millennial, are 
used to refer to the coming time of peace and 
justice under the reign of Christ. The book 
of Revelation makes clear that this reign of 
Christ will replace all other forms of human 
government (Revelation 11:15).   

The idea of the Millennium, the Kingdom 
of God on earth, is revealed in stages through-
out the Scriptures to give us the broad picture 
of God’s intent to restore our planet—of a 
time when His government and rule over all 

is total and complete. Many related scriptures 
enhance the picture of what is to come.   

They reveal that man will no longer learn 
or practice the customs of war. Nations will 
be taught a culture based on the eternal law of 
God—the way of love for others. The result 
will be one generation after another of equal-
ity and justice. Economic policies will build 
sustainable markets that will not be prey to 
the cyclical ups and downs we see today.  

The Bible reveals a festival season that 
keeps this vision alive in the minds of 
Christ’s followers. It is called the Feast of 
Tabernacles. You can learn more about this 
and other festivals in our booklet God’s Holy 
Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Man-
kind. God’s festivals are Christ-centered and 
point to the time when He will reign on the 
earth as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.   

Not by might . . .  

God’s Kingdom will not come by the 
might or power of any human being. That is 
the inescapable conclusion of both Scripture 
and history. The best efforts of human soci-
ety have failed and will always fail to create 
anything close to the prophesied Kingdom. 

Human nature is incapable of producing 
any lasting equitable system. Nothing short 
of divine intervention can bring to pass the 
vision the Bible gives of the Kingdom of 
God. God Himself confirms this in plain but 
powerful language: “This is the word of the 
Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by 
power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of 
hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).  

Author Norman Podhoretz, editor-at-
large of Commentary magazine, wrote a 
book called The Prophets: Who They Were 
and What They Are. One of his conclusions 
regarding the prophets’ visions was pro-
found. He speculated that Isaiah’s visions of 
swords beaten into plowshares are among the 
most influential in all of Western literature, 
generating “tumultuous moral and political 
ambitions.”  

“But concerning the vision of a perfect 
world,” he continued, “I would say this: 
if one believes in God, one can—indeed 
must—accept that it is in His power to bring 
about so miraculous a transformation at the 
End of Days. But if one believes in God, one 
must by the same token also accept that it is 
only in His power to perform these miracles, 
and not in the power of mere mortals like 
ourselves” (2002, p. 324).   

Look no more to the efforts of man to cre-
ate the “peaceable Kingdom.” Look to God 
and His direct intervention into the course of 
history to bring His Kingdom to earth. Pray 
for that Kingdom to come!  GN
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“What’s the Key to Real Leadership?” 

I am so thankful and blessed to have received the new issue of The Good 
News magazine. I really enjoyed the articles “What’s the Key to Real Leader-
ship?” and “Could Jesus Christ Be Elected President?” Both were correctly 
in line with the Word of God and presented the biblical view and truth of both 
topics. Many Christian organizations turn me away nowadays because they 
continue to promote one presidential candidate while completely dismissing 
another. I am thankful that you choose to promote Jesus Christ instead of  
falling into the political divisions of Christianity that are so prevalent today.

J., Internet

“Could Jesus Christ Be Elected President?” 

An opportunity to reveal that God’s plan is that of a kingdom was missed by 
your article “Could Jesus Christ Be Elected President?” To be a king one must 
have property to rule over. As Creator all is His and He rules from the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Adam was made king over a colony of His kingdom. Jesus had to 
come to restore the kingdom that Adam lost. Next Jesus returns as King of 
kings to rule over all. We are kings and priests to rule with Him over areas to be 
assigned. In a kingdom everything belongs to the king. We are just stewards of 
His blessings. 

B.W.C., Hewitt, Texas

We are unable to cover every important point in one article due to space 
limitations. You have, however, summarized some of the vital points expressed 
in our free booklet The Gospel of the Kingdom. We shouldn’t forget that true 
Christians are “heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17).   

The Good News 

Thank you for all the wonderful words bringing the Word of God to the world. 
We all need this information along with the news coming from foreign coun-
tries. Our local newspapers have very poor coverage of international events. 
The Good News and World News and Prophecy give biblical perspectives on 
current events that are so important not only to read, but to understand why. 
And how wonderful to know about the world tomorrow in advance! 

A.M.B., Holiday, Florida

I just can’t help but comment on the September-October issue of The Good 
News. It is the best combination of the Ezekiel warning message and the good 
news of the Kingdom of God that I have seen in a long time. It really excites me 
to see such a quality publication being produced with all of the key elements of 
Christ’s gospel. Keep up the good work and may God bless your efforts. 

E.B., Lufkin, Texas

Church booklets help readers

I have recently received the booklets The Church Jesus Built, Transforming 
Your Life and Who Is God? I have found these and other materials very useful 
study aids to my quiet periods of devotion and prayer. I also receive regular 
deliveries of your Good News magazine offering unique Christian insight into 
world news. 

N.C., Jarrow, England

I want to thank you for the booklet The Middle East in Bible Prophecy that 
I received today. I already finished it. It was extremely informative and edu-
cational. I can’t wait to read the booklet The Ten Commandments and I have 
requested The Book of Revelation Unveiled. God bless the work you are doing 
to bring people to Christ and to be informed [about key events]. 

A., Internet

I just wanted to say a thank you for your publications. I have learned so 
much from them, and they have strengthened my relationship with Christ. I 
have let others know about your Web site and will definitely send a donation  
to your ministry when possible. 

R.M., Illinois

These resources are of great benefit to those who desire to seriously study 
the Word of God. I have found them enlightening and refreshing. It is good to 

know that there are still sound biblical teachers out there. We need this more 
so in our time as every wind of doctrine is flaunted about. 

B.B., Wisbech, England

I belong to a small, newly formed church in a small South African township. 
As a young Christian eager to learn and teach others, I have started a small 
group as an interactive Bible study. Having read many of your booklets on the 
Web site, I must compliment the preciseness of your literature. I have used 
some of your materials to teach others. But recently I have faced a strong pub-
lic opposition from one of my senior leaders for teaching a different doctrine.  
I was wondering if you could send me more literature and illustrations to assist 
me to build a stronger backbone of apologetics. 

P., Durban, South Africa

We have mailed additional literature to you. A comprehensive doctrinal 
study of those areas most likely to bring one into conflict with more tradi-
tional viewpoints is found in our free booklet The New Covenant: Does It 
Abolish God’s Law? 

I would like to thank you for producing such splendid literature. These booklets 
are easy to read, very well researched, very thorough and well put together. I can-
not imagine anyone not being interested to learn more about what is happening 
in the future. 

I abandoned my ancestors’ religion and this year, by the grace of God, 
became a Christian. My thirst for the truth led me to your association. I need to 
learn and understand as much as possible in the shortest time possible since 
we are living in the end time. I like to read the Bible, but I also love to read your 
publications because of their relevant presentation. This material provides real 
conversation pieces. 

T.M.C., Malaysia

Church Web sites help readers

I have just logged on to your online magazine and once I started on an 
article I couldn’t stop! It has given me a hope that I have never had before 
from any church. I have been a Christian for about five years and I’m now 25. I 
have sometimes cried myself to sleep with worry for my friends’ and families’ 
eternal destiny. Having been so often taught about them suffering an eternity 
in hell, I have cried out to God to show me why He would allow such an awful 
existence to those He created and loves. Having read your articles, I have been 
comforted to see that my loved ones may be given a chance to repent [after a 
future resurrection] if they don’t before they die. 

L.D., Internet

We are glad to learn of your newfound understanding of God’s plan. It is 
important to understand that a future resurrection to physical life will give many 
not a second chance for salvation, but their first real chance or opportunity 
to really grasp God’s Word and receive His gift of salvation. Our free booklets 
God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind and What Happens 
After Death? explain this. Another booklet, Heaven and Hell: What Does the 
Bible Really Teach? shows that heaven is not the reward of the saved, as is 
popularly believed, and an ever-burning hell is not the punishment of the  
wicked who refuse to repent. All of these publications give biblical proof. 

Thank you for the information you have already given me, and I would 
greatly appreciate the Holy Day calendar. I also thank God for allowing me to 
understand this knowledge. Your booklet The Book of Revelation Unveiled was 
so powerful and deep. 

A.M., Caledonia, Michigan

Please note also that the booklet God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope 
for All Mankind also has a listing of festival dates on pages 32-33. 

Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters  
to The Good News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254-1027, U.S.A.,  
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city,  
state or province, and country).
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Read more at www.VerticalThought.org

Preparing for college can be fun. 
iPod? Check. Clothes? Check. 
Cell phone? Check. Credit card? 
Check. Christian worldview  

support system in place? What?
As we head into fall in the northern 

hemisphere, many students are entering a 
new school year—in college or university 
classes or perhaps in their local junior 
high or high school. If you’re one of them 
and are a Christian, odds are you haven’t 
given much thought to your Christian 
worldview support system. 

You may have carefully planned your 
class load or electives, but you probably 
have not considered the need for help 
in keeping your Christian perspective 
intact. However, many Western nations 
are experiencing an increasingly secular 
worldview, and education often seems to 
lead that charge. After all, many consider 
it more erudite to think we human beings 
can make all the decisions about what 
is right and wrong without help from 
anyone. 

To help students hold on to their Chris-
tian values as they enter the college or 
university world, I interviewed three col-
lege professors who are Christians. I asked 

them for their advice on helping students 
remain true to their Christian beliefs when 
it seems these values are undermined at 
every turn. Here is the panel and their 
answers to the questions posed.

Rick Avent, who has a Ph.D. in civil 
engineering, recently retired from Louisi-
ana State University. He taught at Georgia 
Tech for six years and Mississippi State 
for seven years and spent the last 25  

years of his career at LSU.
Howard Baker, who has a Ph.D. in 

business administration, is currently teach-
ing online classes for Argosy University. 
He taught for 11 years at Ambassador 
University, four years at the University of 
Texas at Arlington and seven years at 
the University of Louisiana 
at Monroe. In addition, 
he has taught at Jarvis 
Christian College 
and the University 
of Texas at Tyler 
for several years.

Randy Urwiller, 
who has a Ph.D. 
in English, teaches 
at Texas College, 
where he has been 
for the last eight 
years. Prior to 
that, he spent nine 
years as an instruc-
tor at Ambassador 
University.

What obstacles 
have you seen that 
challenge students 
to remain Christian, 

and how can those be 
combated? 

Dr. Urwiller: The social scene, which is 
new to freshmen in college, is a huge pull 
on students. It’s very easy to get pulled 
into habits and activities that are in con-
flict with Christianity when young people 
are out on their own and away from the 
daily influence of parents and grand-
parents. Students should very carefully 

consider the reputation of the educational 
institution. 

Dr. Avent: For years I taught a class to 
sophomores called “Introduction to Engi-
neering” and required them to give “This 
Is My Life” speeches. Some described 
getting in with the wrong group right off 
the bat in school. They got into trouble, 
flunked out and had then come back years 
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Hold on to Your Christian Values … Even in College
You may have carefully planned your class load or electives, but you probably have not con-
sidered the need for help in keeping your Christian perspective intact. Here’s a discussion by 
three Christian professors giving their best advice for students.

by Ken Treybig

College can be a lot of fun as well as educational. 
But you must be aware of what’s around you 
and work to maintain your moral footing.
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later when they were more serious about 
life and education. You need to think 
very seriously about who your friends 
will be.

Dr. Baker: Seek out others with 
conservative views. Many are church-
goers; and even if their doctrines are not 
exactly in line with yours, they can be 
a good support group. Many students 
have sought me out and would spend 
time chatting with me in my office 
because they felt I had similar moral 
values. They would seek me out as a 
mentor and take many of my classes  
to have their moral values reinforced.

Dr. Avent: I’ve experienced the same 
thing over the years. If you can find and 
relate to a faculty member of high mor-
als and religious values, it makes for a 
strong mentoring relationship.

Dr. Urwiller: Colleges are starting 
to build “cohorts” of 20 to 25 students. 
Often they are randomly selected and 
assigned the same classes since studies 
have shown that students who “connect” 
with others on campus have a higher 
retention rate in college. Christians 
should create their own cohorts of other 
Christians, choosing their friends care-
fully. I normally sat in the front part of 
classes where the more serious, hard-
working students sat and established 
some good relationships.

Dr. Baker: Resident life is a growing 
problem. Many schools have coed hous-
ing, which is an obvious conflict with 
Christian morals. In addition, for some 
being away from home for the first 
time opens them up to the pull of over-
indulging in alcohol. I would suggest 
that Christians consider staying at home 
for the first couple of years and attend-
ing a community college (making sure 
the classes will transfer). You save a lot 
of money and have a more conserva-
tive environment. If you cannot do that, 
consider living off campus with a fellow 
Christian.

Dr. Urwiller: There is also the prob-
lem with drugs. College is “the real 
world” but perhaps even more intense 
with the desire to experience pleasure. 
To resist this pull, Christians should 
be sure they maintain their prayer life. 

They should focus on their relationships 
with God, other church members and 
their family.

Dr. Baker: They should also maintain 
a social life with church members—
especially if there is a congregation 
of their church in the area. Don’t just 
attend services. Get involved in the 
congregation. Find out if there is some-
one else in your church going to your 
college.

Dr. Avent: I would also encourage 
students to focus more on what they 
want to study before they leave for col-
lege. Most today are woefully unpre-
pared in knowing what they really want 
to study and switch majors, quickly  
losing time and money. 

What about getting off for special 
religious days? What advice do you 
have for students who keep the seventh- 
day Sabbath (sunset Friday to sunset 
Saturday) and the Holy Days of both 
the Old and New Testaments?

Dr. Baker: Our son Greg went to 
the University of Notre Dame and was 
apparently the only Sabbath-keeper 
there at the time. So it can be done. Be 
wise and study the school’s class sched-
ule. Do they offer alternatives to Sat-
urday classes? If you keep the biblical 
Holy Days, check to see if more of them 
are on Monday-Wednesday-Friday or on 
Tuesday-Thursday in the fall and plan 
your fall classes accordingly.

Dr. Avent: The best advice I can give 
if you want to get off for the fall feasts 
of the Bible is to do all you can to be 
seen as a serious student. Don’t wait 
until two days before the Feast. Start 
preparing and establishing yourself as  
a serious student early.

Dr. Urwiller: After what we’ve said 
it may sound a bit scary, but college 
can be a lot of fun as well as educa-
tional. But you must be aware of what’s 
around you and work to maintain your 
moral footing. After a year and a half 
you get to study what you really like.  
If you’re the first in your family to go  
to college, talk to others in your con-
gregation who have gone to college. 
That can help remove some worry and 
doubt.  GN

Hold on to Your Christian Values … Even in College

If you like reading our articles 
for teens and young adults  
in The Good News, be sure 

to take a look at our companion 
magazine, Vertical Thought, at 
www.VerticalThought.org.
This magazine is specially written for 
our younger Good News audience. 
Each issue is packed with helpful 
insight and eye-opening articles 
guiding today’s young people in 
getting the most out of life—both 
now and in the future.

You’ll uncover lots of fascinat-
ing facts, meet many interesting 
people, discover what’s really going 
on behind the scenes in our world, 
learn answers to your questions  
and find practical, down-to-earth 
guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Visit VerticalThought.org today!
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   Reader Updates
   Go to www.gnmagazine.org/gnupdate to sign up for e-mail updates including breaking news, announcements and more from the publishers of The Good News.

What’s the Real Truth     
About Christmas?

T
is the season to be jolly—or is it? It may not be if you know 
the real truth about the holiday!  

Millions of people continue the curious customs of Christ-
mas, but few understand why they do so or what the customs 

and symbols are all about. After all, what does a jolly, plump 
man in a red suit (riding in a sleigh pulled by flying rein-

deer!) have to do with the birth of the Son of God?

How did Dec. 25 come to be chosen as the date of 
the birth of Jesus Christ when the Bible nowhere 

tells us the exact date—and in fact shows that He 
wasn’t born in winter? Have you ever heard the 
real story? 

And what about decorating with holly wreaths, 
kissing under mistletoe, burning yule logs and 
setting up colorfully ornamented Christmas 

trees? What’s the origin of these odd practices, 
and how did they come to be associated with the 

birth of the Savior of mankind? They’re not found in 
the Bible, so who started them and why?

You need to discover the facts about this popular holiday. And most impor-
tantly, since most people celebrate it to worship God, you need to understand 
what He thinks about it! 

Our eye-opening free booklet Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Really Matter 
Which Days We Observe? will give you the surprising (and sometimes shock-
ing!) answers. For your free copy, visit our Web site or contact any of our offices 
listed on page 2.

Visit our Web site: www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

’


